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EARLY CLOSING ASSOCTIATION;

LIFE BEHIN'D"K‘HE COUNTER.
BY PHILIP MUSGRAVE. : i

HY doni’t you put your boots on?”’
asked a thin, wiry visaged, red haired
young man,and then added in a.tone
- of authority, - you cannot come into
- the shop- in that slip shod slovenly
fashion to tend upon decent Customers.
waay, sir; not @ word !” he.continued
o T giving. additional sternness'to the harsh
severity of hls tone and manner; by a stamp of his foot upon
the floor, as-he saw some symptomsrot:a reply ‘or explanation,
'A‘paleysickly lookingboy, some fourteen or fifteen years.old; to
whom the question, orrrather mandate, was addressed; limped slow.
lyvout of the:shop, dnd went up .stairs. As he did so, he turned
his hieavy and sivollen eyes; upon Louis Graham, an older clerk
-inthe store, who had been very kind to-him. And Louis Gra-
‘ham?s heart-ached for him; as he saw: those eyes brimful of tears,
and- welling.over. Perhaps. the' poor boy was thinking at the
time;of his:mother, and-his- happy home in a far off settlement,
‘in'the back.woods. :
< ‘He:was very-small: for. hisrage; and although never: sxckly, ‘wis
tather.delicate.. . Perhaps from .the slérider ‘and: feminine texture
of his frame; rather:than fromany.constitutional deféct, he ldoked
more Jike' a'-girl than a boy. - He *had been réared;. it must be
confessed;-far too: tendérly* for. .one’ who had'to begin thus early
-to fight the great:battle-of life ; ‘and-no wonder. if-he fellcrushed
and vanquished in the conflict ; but we must not anticipate. -
~‘Henry Herbert; :the little: hero-of:our+=le, was the-only son,
but not the only.¢hild. of, an:officer in thé army, - who'fell;no' mat-
-ter ‘how: nor-wherey in:oné of. 'the bloody fights~. durmg the late
wvebellion.in-Ganadas.-. - -~ o0 1 el e
- Mrs.:Herbert. was.a: sensxhle and: strong ‘inded" ‘woman, and
1after: Aheifirst: paroxism «of: grjef’ for her sadiand sudden-beréave-
‘ment Had:partially subsided;saw’and felt,all the difficulties and:re.
.sponsibilitiesof her lone-and+unprotected: position—<she:had:not a
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