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Above the highi-priest no lay ruier is tlioughrt of. Now thiis
is in accordl with the priestly code 'vhichi says absolutely
nothing about a possible being, and wvhich evidently does not
contemplate sucli possibility. ]But açliiittiing that the under-
lying legal conception of the Book of Malachi is Deuteronoinie
rather than Levitical-and this we williingly adîit-is tliere
anything surprising in ib? Is this not whlat we would, ex-
pect ? The prophiet's long familiarity with this old code, it
scems to us, would naturally and necessarily inake hiis ]an-
gruage Deuteronoiici. Furtiiermore, the people whonî lie was
acldressing would be more familiar withi it. ILlhad been their
professed guide and standard not, for a few years mrerely, like
the priestly code with whiichi lb was now incorporated, but
£rom the days of Josiali, niearly two huindreci years before
It was this ancient, Iiong-e.4ablisbied law which they were
violating, a law which wvas hiallowed by the associations qf
the past; and by cafling bhemi to a reinbrance of this filct
the prophet scekzs to, emphasize the enormîity of their sin, and
to re-awaken within 4.hemi a serise of national hionor.

It is possible, too, that the old quarrel between thie pri.osts
and Levites, which wvas stili unappeased, -,ivouldl lea(l the,
prophet to base his appeals on the Deuteronoije This.r1 11

for the reason th thth priesLs regarded the new%, code as too
favourable to the 1Levites. Malachi's rebukes -%ould thus grain
strength, and bis efforts to reform the priestliood prove more
suce-ssful, if the law to whichi he appealed, xas tlbc Deuter-
onornic.

Furtiier, thie rek-t.tUion of Malachi's Messianic conception to
the religious condition of the tine mnust be remeînbered. Dis-
aster and disappointinient an(- worldly loss hadl led the people
to, coniplain that Jehovah hiad broken his promises. This
they argued froin Deuteronoiny, which said that prosperity
followed obedicnce, disaster disobedience. In opposition to
this Malachi insists on Jehovahi's righiteousness. That, righit-
eousniess may not be manifest now, but the day is coining
when it wvill be manifest. It is here that the Messiah is to
id his peculiar mission, whiieh xvili be to declare that
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