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Geoffrey Chaucer.

[t Grorrrey CHAUCER, who boars the
 itlo of * Father of English Poetry,”
il vas born about 1328, and died in 1400,
¥ Ho was of good family, and wes prob-
B ably educatod at Oambridge or Oxford
3 1 carly lifo ho conneoted himeelf with
¥ tho Court ; serving first as & page, and
3 subiequontly as a soldier and repre
Baentatve of the Crown in foreign
Blands, As long as Edward

&

lowing is from his description of the
Knight in the Prologue of the * Caun-
terbury Tales.” It will give a slight
idea of his style, and of the English
of his day:
“ This i/ke* worthy Knight hadde ben also
Sometimo with the lord of Palatie,
Agen another heathen in Turkio;
And evarmoro hoe had a sovereijne pris +
And thaugh that he was worthy, he was
wise,

A Btory of Tithes.

Mary years ago a lad of sixteen
years left home to seek his fortune,
All his worldly possessions were iied
up in a bundle which he carried in his
hand. As he trudged along he met an
old neighbour, the captain of a canal
boat, and the following conversation
took place, which changed the whole
current of the boy’s life :

trado he knsw anything about was soap
and candle-making, at which he had
helped his father while at home,

“ Well,” said the old man, “let me
pray with you and give you a little
advice, and then I will let you go.”

They both kneeled down upon the
towpath (the path along which the
horses that drew the boat walked).
The old man prayed for William, and
then this advice wae given:
“Some ome will soon be the

{111, lived, ho seems to have
B abounded in honours and
B wealth; but in the reign of
R Edward’s snccessor, Richard
10, changes occurred in his
d fortunce, which brought with
f them poverty, exile, and im-
Jf prisonment.  The ) estoration
Bof tho Ilouse of L.ancaster,
# which ho strongly favoured,
f roturned to him the honours
H and emoluments which he had
I lost, and from that time, until
® his death, ho lived in comfort.
B His closing years were spent
fin litrsy work; and, when
f he dicd, his body was laid in
Westminster Abbey, where, in
the Poot's Corner, it still re-
! maing,

{ Chaucer’s fame, a8 & writer,
f rests chiefly in his ¢ Qanter-
§ bury Tales,” Theeo * Tales”
i represent & company of pil-
H prims collocting at the Tabord
i Inn, in Southwark, and going
| thence to the shrine of Thomas
4 Becket, at Oanterbury. These
| pilgrims  agree to tell two
j stories each, while going, and
R the same number while return-
B ing, rom Canterbury. Chau-
R cor, kowover, did not live long
@ cvough to complete his original
§ desion ; and 8o only the Pro-
# logue and twenty-four Tales
A are given, Two of the Tales
fl aro In prose; the rest are in
: flowing verse. All of them
{ 8te wiitten in the Eunglish of
thap period, and are plentiful'y
{ 8prinkled with words which
# are no longer used, But while
| they aro difficult to read with-
R} 0ut & glossary, they are still
‘ full ¢f intereat, and furnish the
B best picturo of the life of the
- fourtoonth century which has come
: dow;n to us. “Every character is &
B ber'ect study, drawn with & free, yob
f)“f‘ ful hand—in effect, broad, aund
g rillians in colour, bug painted with &
;imputenoss of touch and a careful
lmﬂh, that remind us stronply of tho
i ¢ ﬂbomto. pencilling of our Pre-Raph-
1 aclito artists, wheeo every ivy leaf and

§ Strav is & porfect picture.”” The fol-.
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leading soap-maker in New
York, Itcan be you as well
a8 any one, I hope it may.
Be a good man; give your
heart to Christ ; give the Lord
all that belongs to Him of
every dollar you earn; make
an honest soap, give a full
pound, and I am certain you
will yet be a great, good snd
rich man.”

‘When the boy reached the
city he found it hard to get
work., Lonesome and faraway
from hone, he remembered his
mother’s last words nnd the
Iast words of the caual boat
captain, He was then and
there led to “meek first the
kingdom of God and His right-
eousness.” He united with
the Church, He remembered
his promise to the nld captain.
The first dollar he earned
brou;ht up the question of the
Lord's He locked in the
Biblo and found that the Jews
were commanded to give one-
tenth, so he said, “ If the Lord
will take one-tenth.I will give
that” And so he did. Wen
cents of every dollar was saoved
to the Lord,

After a few years both part-
nery died, and Willism beoame
the sole owner of tke businoss.
He now resolved to keep his
promise %o the old oaptain ; he
made an honest xoap, gave a
fall pound, and intrusted his
book-keeper to open an 0.
count with the Lord and carry
one-tenth of all his income to
that scoount, He was pros-

GEOFFREY

And of his port as meko as is & mayde,
He nover yet no vilanio ne sayde

1In all his life, unto no manere rzqht,x"
Heo was & veray patfit gentil Knight,

Tug only young wWOmAD student at
the Boston University Liaw School 18
called appropriately by tho men law-
g udents their ssterin law,

——

« Same. +Praise. *No kind of person.

CHAUCER,

#'Well, Willinm, where are you
going?”

«] don't know,” he answered
¢ Father is too poor to keep me any
longer, snd says I must now make_a
living for myself.”

«There is no trouble about that,”
said the captain, ¢ Be sure you start
right, and you'll get along finely.”

‘William told his friend that the only

us ; his businees grew ; his
family was blessed ; his soap
sold, and he grew rich faster than he
ever hoped. He then decided to give
the Lord two-tenths, and he prospared
more than ever ; then five-tenths. He
educated his family, settled all his plans
for life, and told the Lord he would
give Him all his mcome, This is the
true story of a man who has given mil-
lions of dollars to the Y.ord's cause.—
Gospel n AU Lands.




