
and the majority of his hearers are on tip-
toc wvitli exciteinent and hilarity. Up tilt
now not a word lias lîeeî uttered concern-
ing, Socrates. Full ivell theauthorknew, had
lie begun to ridicule that great man while
Ibis audience was yet cool, lie would liave
been hiooted, hissed perhiaps, even iiurd2r-
cd on thc spor. But noiw ail arc drunk
with delighît and ecstacv, aigain and again
tie auience burst-, into roars of laughiter.
Now Sociates appears i.ung up) in the air
iii a bahket, now for the first timie is lie
made an object of ridicule. 'I'iose who
hitherto liave Ioved, admircd, yca almost
adored imi, now îîîakce fun o>f im, laughl
at hini, despise him. Speak not of the
poiver of enginie, cannon, or dynamite;
what is flheir powver wlîen, compared with
duit of %vords pcçoceeding fromn a miaster
intellect ? With the power of îvords, iii
luss than fiftcji i uites, Aristophancs
induces not a boorisli, obtuse, but an

enlsgîteedAnthenian audience to despise
the ohijcî of their luve, respect anîd vener-
ation. How %vell a truc poet unidcrstands
human nature ! How high bhis intellect
soars above those of conion nîortal'd

The anîbrir havingl made Socrates an
nbject of laugliter bis iiext !)urpo.se is to,
phice hlmii before the audience as onîe who
is a corruptgr of youth, a despiser of the
.gods, an attieist. 1-le is aware hîow-
ever that his hltai-crs are not yet
sufficiently prepared to be convinccd that
the one whoni tlîey have loved and
resliec.tcd, is but a rogfue and an inipostor.
Thcy laugli indeed, but they atîempt to
justify thecir conduct by tliinking that after
ail, thiey are flot laugh ing at tlheir master-
pbilosolier, but nîlerely at the mrords and
:actions of a comiediin. Aristophanes
now gives a hint of what is to follow. He
does flot openly accuse Socrates of
aîhîeisni, but he makes Strepsiades Le-
corne an ailheist as soon as lie enters
the ti îiilný,.-sh op. Even thie insinuaîicn
is thrown out with gent caution ard care,
as though the authior would try the feelings
cif his audience before proceeding farthier.
Strep)siades does flot cpenly declare that
there are no gods, but lie nîiercly says
while discoursing of thiein, "If thiere be
suc. . .. " anîd Jeaves bis sentence un-
finislîcd.

Mr. Blair lays down a chanracter of prob-
ity ini tlîc speaker as a fundaniental requis-
ite for cminvmciîîg Uîose whIonî lie ad-
dresses. The great Grck coniedian well

knew how necessary such a character wvas
for one who wojuld convince tie acute
Athenian people. So far lie lias hîunoured
theni witli his ivit, but lie is well aware
that to convince thîcm of tlîe tiuilî of the
statenîcur lie is about to tuake, lie nîust
use soîne nîiglticr wcapon. By a gentle
and inimitable transition lie passes froni
%vit to tie ver-y sumiîiis of lofîy poetry.
He iakes known to vil thiat lie is îîot a
niere buffooîî, but a mani of ahility and in-.
tellect, a mian whose every wvord ;., wort ry
of th1e dee xst regard. In bis rhoruses
wliich lic now introduces, lie exhiibits tic
îpurest spirit of pottry. lie livre equals
Shakespeare in loftiîiess of conception,
aîid hii- exalted passages surpass iii length
tiose of the grcat Englisl p oet. It ias
tie readim, of thesc clioruses which miade
Plato sa.y that thie sou] of Aristoîflianes
was a temiple fur tie (3races. 'l'le sul,.
ject of die lir-st chidrus is tic glories of
(3recian civilizaticmî. How tic woids of
fiait chorus iihîill ilic liearts of tlie Athien-
lans tacre asscnîbled 1 Tears of joy siart
froni their eycs aîîd it is only with diffi.
culty they repress the desire of rushiiag
fronji their seats bo enîbrace the composer
of these verses, so ricli, so, vatriotic, so
filled wîîh love and respect lor tic Gre-
cian deities. The de-iired end is obtaincd.
Let him who Nvrote thesc patriotic verses
comniand those before hîîîîi t set f(e to
their own city, for lus sake tîey will do so,
wiihingly, so devotedly are tlîey attaclîed
to hîmii. Socrates is e\lpelled fronî lus
tlîrorîe in flie Aiienian hieart anîd anoilier
sits in bis place. Thuat otiler îîo longer
féars, but noiw opecnly ciharges luis eîenmy
îvîîh Ailicisiii. \Vorse siili, lus charges are
paîienfly lîcard, yca, evenl belicved. Oh
Socrates, greatest of pagan pliilosop)lietrs,
tlîou termied flic prccurýor of tlîe Rcdcmi-
er to corne, thîou hast been cist down
froin the exalted position t0 wliiclu thy
%visdoin and nobleness of lieart gives tllee
'just righît ! Fromi thuis day begýiis that
persecution wliichi ii culmiina-t iii fîy
deaili. T&lîou hast been cist (!.&% siln but
only to risc igain aîud liave thy ligi.t slline
forth ivith increased sple..Jour thîroughiaut
ages ta cornle.

Ha.virîg convilîced lus audienice that
Socrates is an atheisi, thue poet dwells on
the ev'il effects produccd on thie nuinds of
tie youtng by suclu a teacher, and, as a
Proo)fof îvhat lie atlîruîs, lie depicis the
graduate of the tliiiking-sliop, Phuîdip-

I

THE~ OWL.


