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Iii a poor cottage kneels at Jewish maiden,
With folded bîands. i neek eyes closed in pra.yer;

Tie wind steals in w'ith balmy flower-scents laden,
And the siant sunbeaims kiss lier braided hiair,

And yet she lieed.s not thiat the breath of inorningr
Is wafftng perfuine o'er lier spotless brow,-

rflîlt Diay's fair biauds bier temples are adornintr
Withi rrliant greis-zIll are unhieeded now.

Pleads she for Mehssiing-s on lier late betrothial
To one iiosb Nworthy of lier gentie love

Or, ail furgretful of bier gliad espouisal,
Breatiies shie of Hiiui, long promised fromn above,

IMessiah. Christ, foretold byý fioly sages,
Dy sacrificial types foreshiadowed long,

The prîayed-for-, loiiged-for, of ail vanishied ages,
Her nato'S'aviour froxui Oppressior's w'vrong?

Ayu, breathie thy pr,,yur' e*en now, God's angel stoopeth
Ver th'v cahn brow su sliiberously fair,

Anid toward Mlie earth, his face in reverence droopeth,
Awed by the soleinni sanctity of prayer.

Ave, bireathe thy prax'erl thou needlest strengrth, frail
Nwoman,

For the stane lessiing mon thine owvn to l.e,
Alimost as much as for tie aiiguishi hunian

Whichi iu the~ coming years awaiteth thee'

'l'le priayer is clone: and Io, those eyes, unclosingr
Started, affrighited, ineet the Angel's gaze,

On whose calin face Heaven's radiance reposing
Bursts; on bier dayzled siglit like noontide blaze;

Buit, aýs the strange, sweet iniusie oi that, grcetîng
Fals on bier tinîiid ear, with doubtful feet,

Shie slowly turns froui lier abrupt retreating,
Ti) hear the waitingrAngrel's message swec >z-
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