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THE BE L.

obliterated, All this time the panther continued to
pace up und down the edge of tho ravine, ncacly on
0 level with my head, growling foaefully, ever and
anoa, polmy lus snout nto the bushes, and anuffing
st mo, a5} debating with mself swhethor or not ho
should jnmp down.  The bushes wero so thick that
he could not distinguish wne through them, sud it 1sto
this crrcumstance that | attnbute my escape. Fora
full hour 1 remainad in this dreadlul state of suspense;
und, during that fearful hour, many wete tho good
resolves Imade agamst tiger-hunting.  But like many
other good resolves, they were ouly mado to bo brolien
an the fiest tempung opportuasty. The panther. at
last, w3 1f Ured of keeping watch, walked quietly off}
und I escaped to tell the tale, which 1 trust wall provo
a warning to yov, Master Chatles, and all other Grife
Jfinz who tny chonce to hearit,”> ¢ » + 0 #

Our friends by this tine, accomplished more
than half the descent; and a rematkable change 18
already perceptible, not only in the temporature of
the air, but in tho scenery and in the natural produe.
tions. The cloth dress, which had been found no-
cetsary in the bracing climate ol the hilts, now begins
1o fcol oppressive to the woarer. Tho Rhododendron
trees, wild jesnminP. and high waving fern, which
have huthesto clothed the sides of tho lulls, now give
place to stunted bamboo and dwarf Paitnyra bushes,
whilst turtle doves, tookans, paroquets, and other
tropieal birds, unknown on the sumut of the hlls,
begin 10 make their appearanco.

As they continued to descend, the hoat, and the
tropical character of the scenery, gradually mcreased,
till, at the foot of tho pass, the road suddenly plunged
into the great forest Jungle wlich encircles tho Iills;
that wiilderness of trecs, whero sthe siupendous cle-
phant and the prowling tiger have for ages, held endis-
puted sway.

Heio the tall feathery bamboo, the stately teak,
and other large troes peculiarto an castern chmate,
flounish i all their glury.  The glare of an Indian sun
18 suddenly quenched in the deep gloom of the forest.
The deatnlike mlence of tho wilderncess reigns around;
and the confined air of the woud becomes close and
suffocating.

Under iiic shade of a large banian treo, at the en-
trance of the forest, our party fovnd a relay of f{tesh
horses, winch had beonsent on du.ing tho night.

The saddles were quickly transfaned to their backs,
and, leaving their smok:ng steeds in charge of the
horse-keepers, the three sportsmon pushied along the
rugged path, which led into the forest, at a round

ace,

P Como, sEsculaps, cricd Maneficld, addressing
the Dr. who was beginning te lag belund, and extubit.
cd strong symploms of bemng somewhat saddle-sick,
*sthat old jade of yours will fall aslecp under you,
unless you make better use of yous hecls.—Give hin a
spur, man."’

s+ @ich! Hoich!" grunted the Doctor, as he drove
the wpurs into his loag legaed. raw.boned. kutch.,
horae, and ¢ ‘me shambling up to the zest of the party
at a pace, which verymuch resembled the action of
a dromedary, and must have been about equally plea-
sant to the unfortenate rider—~* Od, Cantan, this is
= decvle o’ a pace ye'r gaun al—man nor peastis no
fitto stand this, at lcast, no® withouien leather broeks
and 12p-boots.”’

¢+ 0, ho!"* cried Mansfield, laughing, ** is that sour
complamy, Doctor 2—sorry for y oy, my worthy Galen,
very sorry, indced—nothing so unpleasant as feeling
the want of a psir of leathersin a long nide; but )
much fear thereisno Lelp for it.  We havestlltwen.
ty long miles before us, and unless we make play now
we shall get benighted andloso our way, which in
this forest would Ue nio yoke Guve hun bis head, man,
znd let lam go.**

s« Weel, weol” sighed the Doctor, ** but just bide
a wee till I dight mv face, and get a pinchout o’ my
mull.””  Here the Doctor pulled off hus hat, and be.
gan tomob his face with 2 suufiy pocket-handier-
chief. By yourleave, geatlcnen, I'm just sweetin
fika a hull, and my. poor beast s no mucklc betics.”

s fask forward™" cried Mansfield, giving tho reins
to his horse, afier he had allowed 1hie Doctor suffi-
cient time 0 enjoy a hoarty pinch of snufi. * Good
night to you, Doctor; I suppose weshall hear of vou
in the coursc of to morrow, provided the tigers or wild
elephiants do not meko frce wuh you dunng the
night.”

“The Doctor, finding there war no help for it, 100k
heart of grace, and by dint of plying the spurs vigor-
ously, managed to make tho old drcincdary heep up
woandefully well, althorgh pet wibout imany a grin,
and many an uneasy whfting of lus seal,

As they penctiated deeger into 1he waods, the
gloom became more intense, and the dreep sileace of
golitude more imposiug. 1t shnost ins;ured them with
a foeling of awe. Not 2 lurd, not cvea an inzect was
heard. It appeared as if no fiving thing hizd ever dis.
turbed tho solitude of the prineval forest. And yot
there were occasionally traces of lifc. Tle talf rank

grass which grow up amongst the trees, to the hoight
of ten or twelvo feet, was in many places trampled
down by tho wandering herds of wild elephants—se-
voral rocent foot-marks of tigers might bLe traced
along the sandy paih, and onco or twice a jungle-
dog was seen Lo ghde ucross the road, with the droop-
g tail and stealthy pace which indicato the prowling
savage.

Here and thero an occasional opening in the tree
tops varicd the menotony of the sceno, exhibiting u
gorgeous view of the mountains. ‘Their stupendous
crogs, hanging woods, and eparkling waterfally, back-
cd by u sky of deeper bluo than even ltaly can boast,
formed a striliing contrast to the sombro gloom of the
forest, rnd made the panting travellers sigh for the
fresh mountain breezos which they had so lately loft.

Mansfield and Charles had just pullod up for a o~
nient to udmira one ofthose beaulful ghmpses, and
to sllow the Dactor, who had again fullen behind, to
come up, whea the formner, casting his eyes upon the
ground, discovered & hugo snake, a boa-constrictor
ubout twenty feet Jong, basking amongst the dry
leaves by the sule of the path.

“ Hurrn, Doctor! — Hurra!  Scrow lum along.
Hore's a shot for you; s picee of shikar quite in your
ling"’~and Mansfield hasuly unslung tus rifle, which
Yo always carred at tus back roady loaded.

¢ What 18°t man?—what is’(?”’ cried the Doctor,
coming up quite out of broath

* Sce there,” replied Mansfield, pointicg to tho
enske: ¢ what do you think of that fellow, Doctor ?
Would he not te fa fine additson to your museum 2*

** Od's my life, man, but tbat’s a grand beast,”
exclaimed the Doctor, jumping from his horse. ** An
mdubitable bua, and longer by six feet than ony speci-
wen I met wi'.  Gi* us tho rifle, Captain, gi* us the
tifle, U1l I shoot lim—1 wouldna’ lose that specimen
for a pound note.”

‘¢ Stoady now, Doctor,” said Mansfield® handing
hum the tdfle, ** let’s seo you take him in the head **

*¢ Na, na' we maunna injure the heed or no ac-
coun'; it would spol! him for n specimen,” replicd
the Dactor, firing right and left into the snake.

The balls passed through the body of the ¢normous
reptile without appatently domng him much injury; he
merely gave a convolsive start, and glided rapidly .
to the junglo.

¢ Hark 10 him, Doctor! Go it, my sporting Escu-
lapius! Never mind the thorna!'® shouted Mansiicld,
teughing 1l he neasly fell frem his horse, as the wor-
thy Doctor, in (he excitement of the moment, dashed
through the "rakc and bricr in hot pursuit of the
wounded snahe.

Chasles, who had never before scen a Loa, was
quite as snxious as tho Docior to secure the prze.
Throwing the reins oflis horse to Mansfield, he sprang
to the ground and joined in the chase, shouting aloud,
and Lrandishing a hog-spear wilich ho happencd to
carzy i his hand.

1n this manue they followed the snake for some
d stance, the Doctor pounding away with the but end
of thenfl  and Charlcs striving in vain to transfix him
with hisspear.  Atlength the snako seached the brink
of a dry watercouste fisled with densoe tangled brush-
nood, nto wluch he gitded. He was just about 1o
disappear, when the Doctor, inspired with a desperate
fit of courage, dazled fornard, seized Inm by the taif,
and ook a turn of it round his arm, and tbrowing
humzclf on bis back, with his fee? firm'y planted against
a tree, held on ke gram doath.

Luck:ly fur the Doctor, the snoke was tos much
disgusted wath the trcatment he had already reeeived,
or toaintent on nalung his escape, 10 tnuk of wusning
on h.s pussuers.  Bat his struggles were tremendous
Ho coiled himaelf round the tees, twisted limeclf into
knots, and straned every muscle mn bis bady ull they
sceaied ready to burst through us skin. So great
was lus strength that it appeared, once or twice, 38 1
the tail wust gne way, or tho Doctor’s arms be torn
from their soclets

Whilst this strugzle was going on, Charles was
busilv employed in reloading his rifle.

** Haste you, man ! has: you ** xasped the Doclor,
neatly black in the faco from over-cxeition. < Ods,
my Iife, hlaster Chainies, if ye duna be quick and
gic hiun anather shot, he'll waur us a® at the fin’er
cnd.  Ple's.amaist pou’s the airms aff mo already,
Deil be licket, but I'm thinkin 1°s the {ou) fiend hin-
solf, 1 lus auld disguise, that we hae gnppet. Davyo
no find nac smell o® brimstono about him *?

‘¢ Can’t say 1 do," replicd Charles, laughing, aahe
discharged both barrels into the snako; ** but 3 shall
make him smell it, and feol it 100.”°

Blood gushed copiously from the wounds, and the
strength of the snake was perceplibly diminished. He
suddenly uncoiled nimsclf fromthe trees, and turned
round, a8 if with the intention of making an anack.
Charlcs, snatching up the spear, drove it through his
head, and pinned lum 10 the ground-

**Hold on now, Doctor,’ cried be, lcaning lus
wholo weight upon the spear to preventits being with-

drawn; ** keop bhis tail fast, so that ho may not got a
purchase round a trec, and we have him.”’

The snake wnthed about convuluvely, but ho was
now complotely paralyzed; his strongth was gone. In
a fow minutes the victory was complete; and Charles
and the Doctor returned to tho road, dragging along
thoir snake in triumph:*

** Bravo, Medico ! "Wolcomae the conquering horo ¢
So you've monaged to hustle i at last.’’ And
Mansfield laughed hicartily as the Daetor emergod
fiom tho junglo in a perfect fever of hieat and excite-
ment, his face laced with streake of blood, which flowed
froin innumecrablo scratches, and fus clothes litorally
torn to shrade. *¢ But ] see you have not oblained a
bloodlees victory. 1lang it, Doctor, you have uttesly
ruined your beauty, You will not be able to show
that handsume face of yours among the women for a
month to come.””

“ Ay, I'n thinking I've scratched mysell & wee,*”
replied the Doctor, wiping the bluod and perspiration
from his facn with the slesvo of his coat, ** But they’re
honourable wounds, Captain. O ! man, if you had
scen the grand tulzie we had wi’ the rampawgin
deovle, 1t wad just had putten yo clean out o’ concsit
we® tiger huntin. It was the saireat job that ever 1 put
my haad titl.  But, O ! Captain, it way grand sport.””

I have no doubt it was a very brilliant piecs of
shikar,” replied Mansficld, smiling. * But what do
you intend to do with your game, now that you have
secured it 2

“ Do wi’ it! 04, man, I'll take him hame, surely.
Na,—1 canna do that cither, he'a o’er heavy. But I'li
just skin biro where he is, and take tho skin wi* me.??

¢ No. no, my friend; we can’t afford time for that
now, the sun is just setting. But ag we arsouly five
miles from camp, you can easily rend out to-morrow
morning and have him carricd home.”

The Doctor was reluctantly obliged to agree to this
arrangement, and the party proceeded.

Daylight had desorted them before they reachedtho
end of thewr journey. But the full moon had risen,
and shed o flood of silver light over the prcturesquo
jungle encampment, which fejuiced the sight of vur
wearicd travellers, as a sudden opening umnong the
trees brought them upon a beautiful natural lawn of
velvet turf embosomed i lofty woods, and aloping
gently towards the bank of a decp and bresd river
studded with numerous wooded islands. The snow—
whito tents, ghttering i the moonlight,—the bullocks
and baggage pontes picketed under the trees,>tho
numerous fires, and the groups of natives squatted
around them, with their dueky features and picturesque
dresses, brought out in strong relicf by the refection
ol tho flame, formed altogethier a very striking picture,
and leat an air of bowme and cumfort to the untabiabited
forest.

* Thisadventuro with a snake was acliicved by the
writer and his brother in their carly GRIFFINAGES
and, inthose unsoplisticated days, was lucked vpon,
by them, as an exploit no ways inferior to Sir Guy's
famous victory over tho dragon of Wantley.

From the Boston Recorder.

SABBATII SCHOOLS.

Dericiexcies or Teacnens.—Indifference,
negligence, and waut of regulanty und puoe-
tuality, may be grouped together, as the pro-
miuent defects of a large class of teachers.
‘T'hey are notvery thoroughly convinced, cither
of the utthty and advantage of Sabibath Schovls,
or of their own personul duty to engago in the
work of instructien. Or, if canvinced, ther
couviction bears with so little weight upon
therr minds, as to constiwte but a feeble motive
for exeruuon.  They make little if any effort to
prepare themse!ves, during tl.e week, because
they do not feel very certain that they will be
called upon to teach on the Sabbath. The
weather muy be bad 5 or they may feel dult or
indisposed ; or something else may prevent
their attendunce.  As to respoosibility, it ean
scarcely be sepposed to be fel at all by this
class of tenchers.  Xf perfectly convenicnt’they
will ben their place ; and sometines, perkaps,
at the proper hour. But the superintendent
can make no calculation JPB-cither therr pre-
sence or absence, at the hour of opening, ot
at any other ume. He permits the vacant
class to sit ten or fifteen minutes, perhaps, in
idlencss ; when, deepairing of the arrival of
ihieir teacher, he uniics them wath that of some

feithiul tcacher, thus interrupting hig exercis-



