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THE OUTLOOK.

The recont relurna farnished by the
Ontario Buréau of Statistios of the crop
reports for the Province of Ontario are
very reassuring, and indicate a- decided
change for tho betler so fer as this fall’s
trade is concerned. With very few ex-
coptions this report goes to show that
the crop of this Province is folly up to
the average, and if nothing ocours between
now snd harvest to dawmege it, there will
i boa very dacided rovival in all branches
! ofbusiness. Trade of all kinds has been
very aall for the past four or five months,
and this depression must mainly be
ascribed to the short crop of last year.
Cauads, like overy other new country
baving few or no manufactnres, depends
mainly for her prosperity upon hor agri-
coltural products. Last year our erop
" wag ahout twenty.five million dollars
thort of the aversge, which simply means

that our national purchasing power has
E W be curtailed by that amount; hence
our pressat depression.

In addition to the prospcot of & good
crop, & vory reassuring thing-is the im-
messe faling off of our imports of

\

manufactured goods. Wo are informod
upon good authority that the shrinkago
on our imports of dry goods during
the past month alons for the whole
Dommwion will aggrogate fully one
million dollars less than for the samo
month last year. This is o hopeful sign
as woll as a healthy one. Ifourimpotters
only buy for the réal wants of the country
thero will bo less rovenue, it is true, but
loss slaughtering of goods, more careful
orodits and a very much healthier com-
meroial pulse, than when with immense
over-importations our wholesale men are
forcod to sacrifice goods on any terms in
order to raise paper to meet their foreign
obligations,

So far in spite of the recent develop-
ments on Wall Streot, money is plentiful
and only waits legitimate channels in
order to put it into ciroulation. The
financial crashes of Wall Street are
simply indications that in the game that
the stoock gamblors there have Leen
playing, some of them have come out
second best, that is all. As far as legiti-
mate trade is concerned it is just as
sound finanocislly as it was before the
burst, and will only be indirectly affected
by it. If people will gamble, and it
don't matter a partiole whether thsy
gamble with stooks or cards, it is bound
to end disastrously for some of them. If
they lose they are nobt deserving of
sympathy. ]

On the wholowe think that the business
outlook is good.  The commercial
barometer at present indicates fair
weather and has an upward tendercy.
Canzada is in & position to stand a pros-
perous harvest this year as well as she
ever could, and if it should providentially
tarn out a8 well as it now indicates, our
citizens, whather merchants, agricultur.’
istsor mechenics, will,be greatlybenefitted
by it. -

THE PROPOSED.JEWELERS’ LEAGUE.

We learn from several sonrcss that it
is proposed to organize a ¢ Jewelers'
Teague” .in Ontario, apparenily as a
panacea for the present depressio in the
jewplry business, and any others tbat it
may fall heir to in the futuré. Befors
entering into the subject of this proposed
Leagne, we may say very briefly, that
although wo are opposed to this Leagua
as now propossd, we are thoroughly in
accord with the idea of a Jewelers’ League

an editorial artiole in our issuo of January,
382, aftor pointing out tho advantages
of such aw organization, we said < “It is
for the Retail Jewelers of this Province
tn dotermine whothor such an assooiatirn
will bo of any practical advantago to thom
in conduoting their business. If, as
many of the foremost amongst them say,
it would be, then tho more guickly thoy
sot about its organization the sooner they
will epjoy its benefits, Tt seoms to us
that the time is now ripe for such a de-
velopment, and it only wants a few well
known men to put their shouldors to the
wheel, to make the project go.” Although
we offered spaco in our columns to venti-
late the scheme, nothing came of it, which
proves conclusively to our minds that the
time wus npt fully ripe for the organi-
zation of suoh & League. Whethor the
time is any more propitious now we very
much doubt, as go far there seems to have
been no indications put forth upon the
subject from disintercsted parties whose
expressions of opinion would carry some
weight with them.

So far as this proposed Leaguo is con-
cerned we objeot to it for two reasons:
first, because its aims are illogicnl and
not practical enough to-be successfal; and
second, because we have no faith inits
promoters.

As regards its aims, froni'what we can
learn they are thoroughly Utopian, and
in this common sense dollar and oent age,
conld paver bo enforced. What thege
aims are exactly we do not know,
probably neither doesits projector, but the
following extraoct from one of his letters
may serve to throw some little light
upon this rather hazy question :

From those who hdve answered so far 1
JSind that all are suffering from some source.
I trust the day is not far distant when we
shall be able to remedy many things, get in-
corporated, prevent those who are not watch-
makers from calling themselves such ordealing
in time-pieces without the sanction of the
Union.

VWith some cf the above we thoronghly
agree. We know for o fact that riany,
in fact nearly all our Canadian ‘ewelers,
aro suffering from some source. This
souroe, howaver, is we think an ordinary
business depression caused by the poor
crop of last year. Tho jewelry trads
being ope which dcals principally "
luxuries, is from its very naturu the first
to feel the effects of such depression and
the last to recover from it. Tie jewelers

{ properly organized and managed. In°

of the United States who have enjoyed



