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FORESTS OF NORTH AMRRIZA.

1t is only within tholsst few years that publio
attention 1;a8 boen directed to the subject of
the proservation of the forosts and that efforts
have been made to stay tho wholeeald destrue.
tion of trees, which throatened befors lang to
denude the country almost entirely of its
wood#

The mers utilitarian will regard :tho matter

Sonsoquonce only from his {ndustrial stanc.
somt, and: will regret the destruction of trees
from » eonndemlon of their marketabls values,
relegahng to the heientist the miore abstrusa and
less tangiblo reflection of the climatic and other
effects of such denudation, That the mtter
conelderation is not the least important is be-
coming tow avident, when it is almost too late
to remedy the evil. Whole sections of the
country havé been divested of théir natural
summer vesture of folisge, except in isolated
Patches, aud the consequeénca has been a da.
creasing nmfall & piore dry aud lesd fertile
#oil, whils it is.aleo generally admitted ‘that in
auch sections the climate is lcss salubrious than
provious to the clearance of the forests,
Esthetic eomidem.iom, it is presumable, ought
to weigh less in the pubho estimation, still to
many it is s subject of sincete regrot that the
charwing. variety and beauty of wooded hills
aud valleys have wholly dirappéared in large
areas »Jl over the cuuntry, and that cool shade
aud yumer fulinge way be found frequentlv
mote readily in the environs and parks of cities
than in the country. Tks sameness of aspect
and abeence of scenic effect resulting from the
disappearance of the forests has seriously mar-
réd tho beauty of the country, and in the level
sections the uniform, dull monotony of the
Iaudscape is only relieved by an occasional
orchard durrounding the farm houses from an
unvarying uniformity totally destructive of
beauty.

GROORAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF TREKS,

The Continent of North America posscssos a
great variety of forest treee. so many as 840
different species being known to exist. Of this
number about 100 species exist in Canada, its
lou varied climatio conditions precluding such

general diffusion, of arborescent growth.
Somo spocies of trees are not only widely.diffus.
od but are persistent over great m, bemg
found altnost everywherd within' “thy limits of
their distribution, whiles ¢vhera although bu.ng
an extentive range ire nowhvts Very common
and are sometimes abaont for considerable in.
tervals. Other species are confined to compar-
atively small tracks, or apjear in detached
sections, where the nature of the soil and the
locality is favorable tn their growth,

As @ gereral rule the more northern species
oceupy the greatest sxtent of country, while the
southern ones are more and moremtncted as
we yroceed south, This is owibg to the great
difference existing in climatic eondxtionl in golng
from tho east to the weat in zbe more sotathern
latitudes. Along the northern’ borden of..the
forests of the continent the elevation”of the
Jand above the sea level is more uniform and
comparatively slight, and other physical condi.
tions are tolorably regular. Asa consequence
of this we find the nicst northern gronp of trees
oxtending from Newfoundland to Alaska—a
distance of 4,000 miles.

Tho study of the distribution of the various
forest trees possesses an interest even to the
geologist, ay bearing upon questions in regard to
tho condition 'of the continent in Jater geologicul
times, Tho outlines of the areas occupied by
the different species and other circumstances
connected with theircharacters and distribution
may throw somoe light on their dissemination
from certain cemres or lines, or pombly in some
cases their contm:hon from wider limits, or it
may bo found that some of them still have a
tendency to rétire or to advance.

FORESTS IN CANADA,

Tho correctness of the Frenchman's provision,
of tho-timo of Jacques Cartier, would ne doubt
bo questioned-who would predict within even
centuries tho disappearanco of the apparently
mtermmab]o forests oxtending ‘in almost un-
broken sohl:udo from the Atlantic to tho Paafic
Ocean, Tho continuity of- the vist cafiopy of
foliage was only océasichaily broken Ly meadow
marshes, and tho small clearances of underwood
surrounding tho wigwams of the aborigines, In

other sactlons the vegetation was sa luxurious
that'dnly an occasionsl gleam ot sunlight could
dart through theinterspaces of the thick- mantls
of greon to thyyround below. Then, as now,
the vast prairies in tho centre of the eontineu}
were deatituto of trees,but totHe Frenchman tiret
landing in Canada, end his progeny for more
than two centurics, thess reglons woro a (erra
incognita, far removed from thé range of vision
and obsorvation, So far as he had penctrated dur
ing over two hundred years the vast sea of
folingo, extending everywhere, awsyed and
quivered in the sunlight, or changed from the
light green of early summer to thedarker shades
as the season progressed, finally ending in.the
vernillion, carnation and the thousand various
tints that stil] throw a glamour of giory pecul.
iarly their own over Canadian forests preceding
the fall of the leaf. Into those sublims and
gloomy solitudes, undistarbed save by the
whoop of the savages, the howl of the beast of
prey, or the moan of the wind through thé
ueedles of the pine, the Trappist Fathers pene.
trated, and, far removed from the verge of civil,
ization, acted as the pioneers of progress in
aacrificing the comforts of life, and frequently
life itself, in their noble efforts to Christianize
the heathen,

Habits of self denial incalculated by their
order, and a gloomy asccticism which had nur.
sed religious ideas until they became a second
nature, peculiarly fitted them for such a work,
Social ties they had few or. none, and ihe dom.
inating idea or object of their mission became
80 all abeorbing as to render n life long residence
in those profuund and gloomy forest shades the
only phase of existence they could really desire,
Their day bas long since gone by, but the his.
torian who would fail to credit them as thé
pioneers of the now existing age of progress
would be guilty of an act of injustice a3 well as
of falsifying the records of the past,

At tho period of the conquest of. Canada by
tho British in 1759, the foreat had been cleared
only from detached sections of the country ad.
jacent to the St. Lawrence, but in no instance
had the labor of the solonists extended to any
considerable distancs from the river toward the
interior, At that timo Upper Canada was an
unbroken wilderness, the few settlément that
existed being restricted to the banks of the St.
Lawrence. and. ths shores of Lake Ontario snd
Erie.

WOODS OF ONTARIO.

Sc late as 1850 the Western peninsula of Up-
per ‘Cauads (now Ontaric) was & tree covered
‘oxpatse, the settlements being confined to the
shares of Lake Huron, Simcoe and the Georgian
Bay. Since then, however, the progress of the
settlement has proceeded with such rapidity
thut but few sections remain now unoccupied.
Ae the trees formed the primary and chief ob-
stacle to cultivation it was but natural that the
squatter would regard the forests with no favor,
and that he would in consequence direct all his
snergies to the speedy clearing of the land and
the destruction of what involved years of the
hatdest labor before he could expect any bui
the moat meagre returns for his toil. Al that
he cared for was to leave enough of the timber
for fuel and for rails, and such was and is the
existing dislike to trees that the spontaneous
growths of such along the fences and boundaries
of farms were and are ruthlessly destroyed. So
much is this the case that in large areas in On-
tario somo of the farms are entirely destitute of
timber, even pasture fields being unprovided by
a solitary tree to chade the cattle from the glare
of the noon day sun,

A reaction, however, has set in and the idea
hay dawned upon the public mind guite recent.
ly that the wholesale destruction of the woods
is & great ovil. and efforts are now being made
to retard the process a8 much as poasible where
1t is now in progress, or to partially remedy the
evil whore it has gone too far,

This spring a number of advanced thinkers
inaugurgted a movement looking to a partial
restoration of tho destroyed forests, and an

** arbor day " in all tho laxge cities of the Dom.
inion, and towns and villages, will doubtless re.
sult in not only making tree phntmk fashion-
able, but will, befure long succeed in enhancing
the beauty aod salubrity of the country.

In tho uncleared portions of Ontarlo the

number of dpécises to be found gmlnc together,
In some localities as many as fifty different
kinds are to-be found on uvne fartn, Maples,
elms, beechés, basswood, with a proporiion of
evergreons, the hemlock ‘and balsam being the
modt common, except where the jrine flourishes,
The underwood is usually of the same species aa
the larger trees, unless on low ground, where
other varieties poculiar tosuch localities prevail,
In isolated places, where the naturs of the soil

forests prescut a yemarkable richngss in the

is suitable, groups of wild cherry, butternut,
oak, white aud black ash, birch and many other
trees grow luzuriantly. atd attain great dimen.
sions. The forests of Ontario are, however,
naw hut shadows of what they wers, and the
glory of their loliage and the my#terious depthe
of their dim umbrageous spaces have disappear-
od before the woodman's axe and ﬂnbnnd, and
like other vanished things, gobd and bed, bave
been consigned to the region of the past, The
pioueer now recalls, with visible pride and a
sigh for bis departed strength, the time- forty
years ego, when he carried the flour for the
sustenance of his family a distance of forty
miles through an almost trackless expanee of
woo to his steading on the ahores of the Geor-
gian Bay or Lake Huron. He recalls alao withk
regret that early period when life; evea with all
its hardshipes, was bapry aud free from care,
snd primitive wants, few in mumber, were
alinoat entirely snuplied from the virgin soll, and
he and his family, if possessing fewer luxuries,
had fewer desires, and the froe and exhilariting
air -of the forest, a simjle diet and constant
occupation precluded thoseenervating influences
80 frequently accompanying the more complex
and luxurious modern style of living,
LUMBER ‘SUPPLIES.

Commercially considered the most valuable
producta of the Canadian forests are the pines
which bave now been very effectually culled
from the settled portions of Ontario and other
parts of the Dominjon. With the exception of
detached .clumps acattered over the inbabited
partof the country, ths lJumberman must now
seek bis supply fn the region of the Upper Ot.
tawa, in the Nipissing and Muskoks districts,
and in the occational patches existing on the
north shores of Lake Huron and Snperior,
British Columbis, Queboc and New Brunswick,
The dense: pine-foreats ‘in- the latter provinces
have virtuaily disappeared, while the supply
frons Quebec, never largn, is now less than ever
before,

Still, the quantity of lumber now exported is
larger than & number of years g0, which s
doubtless owing to higher pncu, more vigorous
prosecution of the trade in Turiber, sod the ex.
tension of the labourof the lumbermaa to new.
er and more distant forests, which now, instead
of supplementing the ordinary production,
aro almost the sole sources of supply. That the
limit of the production of pine. bas now been
reached in Canada is generally conceded by ex-
perienced dealers, and they contemplate with
anything but a feeling of satisfaction the ap,
proach of the time, by no mesns distant, when
the mest difficult problem presented to them for
solution will be that of supplying the market
demand for lumter when the sources of supply
have become exhausted. That this exhsilition
is now taking place at & rate that sericusly
threatens the complete extinction of this valo.
able tree at no distant date it is neodless to
deny, and it is quite as undeniable that the
generation now living, the present process of
destruction continuing unabated, will witaess
the supply so seriously impaired as to make pine
lumber too valuable to be applied to many of
tho uses for which it is now ccnsidered indis-
pensablo,

The sama destructive -influences are at work
in our own country, and the day is probably
not far dietant when'.the principal sources of
pine in Mains, North Carolina, Michigsn,
Oregon and other soctions, shall have become
exhausted, and the builders will be confronted
with the difficaltquestion of supplying the place
of boards by othor materials combining their
advanteges-of lightness and ease of workman-
ship with chcnpncu.

Next to pine,; bem]ock in the most valoable
troe to the budaer, for the rougher sorts of lum.
ber. It existed in connection’ with’ haxd wood
over a more uniform and exténded range of
country, but never like the pine in separate sec-

tions, to the almost entire-excluaion of other
species of wood, It bas now become almost as
20Arce as pine in mmy Dochoni, -and"oh farms
where thousands of tress -were deotroyad the
owner would mow find"jt iinpdayible, unles in
xrate instances, Lo securs sulSclent hetlock to
furnish Jumbec for the erection of a bam,

Maple, one of the most valusble and most plen.
tiful of Caundinn trees, is aleo: rapidly, disap.
vearing, the vas quintities used. for fuel and
Sting purposes on tn{n-. sdded to thequaritities
detroyéd fia clearing the bush lmal, hiving re.

duced this mosttuseful and beautifal of treesto
atraggling and narrow limiu.

TREES or umsn NLUKBIA.

The most valuable tresd in British Columbia
are-the Dougla- sprics; yellow and: -red-pine,
which .exlend }rom Cho ‘Pacific-to the Rocky
Mouniaine, The other variskies: of -treee are
the weetern larch, found: - the Rocky Moun.
talng and the valley. of the' Selkirk.and Gold
Taoges ; hem And vine-and othor mlplel,
snd weatern scriab ‘pine, which !om- dense
groves in the interior of* the provincs.,

Douglansprucs, oommorcisilyknownuOngon
pine, is tha moet important tlmbcr tres of
British Columbia, and 1s the caly.one of which
the wood has yét becoms an article of export on
a lasgo schle. ' It s found in allparte of ‘Van.
couver's Ialaind, with the exception ‘of the ex-
posed Western cosst: On the'mainlaud, near
the 49th p.nlld it extonids from™the sea to the
Rocky Mountains, being found even growing at
an altitude of-6,000 feet in a:stunted form. In
the dry southem pohmnl of the interior it is
confined to the bigher uplinds between the var-
fous river valleys, coming down- northward to
the general level of iths- emmtry. The best
grown specimens are Lo be found neat the const
in proximity to the numero\u bays and inlets by
which it is indented.

In thoes places it !onm prodigioul aod dark
fomu, the foliage bamg so dense as to be im-
pervious to sunlight. The troes here sttain very
large dimenaions, many of them bemg over ten
fost in diameter. and two hundred to over three
hundred fset high.

XEGION XORTH OF YHX' um

The region north oﬁLa‘ko Humn is} monlly
timbered with beech; mple, pmo and cedar,
whers the.land is fertile; but as a great extent
of this section is sandy and ‘rocky, the area of
timber is rather deuched -and- mtrioted. At
some distance from the abores 6f Lake Superior
aud extending from 'Sault St. Marie to:¥ort
William, a large pox{lon of good roljing land,
occasionally Lrokea by trap rock, and heavily
timbered existe,  Oa approaching the lake the
country becomes mountainous and barren,varied
st intervals with richly woodad fertile acred.

The Nepigon River, tbelnxest to the north
of Lake Superior, takes its rise in Lake Nepi-
gon, and flowing through ‘several .emaller lakes
empties iteelf through a.wide, deep channel in.
to Nepigon Bay. Adjacent to its banks ars
many fine white and Norway pine-and other
varities of trees. The river swarms with trout,
weighing from one to: twelve pounds each, and
nitand the surronnding lakesand riversthe
‘mmost enthusisstic disciple -of Isaak “Welton
would find smple means for enjoying his favor-
ite aport.

Lake Nerigon, 190 miles long by 60 wide, is
dotted with bemhful ialands, . some of which
mveryhrgowdhuvdynmbemd The coast
of the lake is generally mountainous and barcen
and but sparsely wooded.

Black Sturgeon River, cotnecting Lake No-
pigon with Lake Superior, flows through a val-
ley sbout six miles wide, which containe excel-
lent soil, composed of disiutegrated trap rock,
of which the surrounding hills .are composed.
The adjoining country ix wooded with lacge
birch, elm, poplar, spruce and bd_nm.tmec.

The-Kamanistiquis, the only river on the
Canadisn side of Lake Superior that is navig-
able for vessels for a0y dutance from the mouth,
flows into Thnnder Pay at Fort William, For
the latter part of its courss it winds through a
rich valley of alluvial soil, between banks vary-
ing from. five to forty feet in height. Ths
valley is covered with & pnofuso growth of elm,
sab, poplar, birch, spruce, pie and a-thick
undsrbravh ob\ﬂowing shrube,

This region of coanify.is‘the sportsman's
parsdise, and is becoming yearly more fashion-




