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A TERRIBLE WARNING.

IN its issue of Feb, 22nd the Ottawa Free
DPresstries to frighten thoss who advocate an
incresss of the export duty on logs by publish-
ing the following :—

¢ The people who want to protect the lumber
industry of Cauads, by increaming, and rigidly
enforting the export duty on logs, have s warn-
ing in an incident which comoes from St Lucia,
in the West Indies. A correspondent says
there ‘ia & muuntain near the southwestern end
of the island called Suoffriers, the remains of
an old voloano whose crateris full of sulphur.
Somr.s years ago two gentlemen fromn Antigus
bought this mountain and set up works for
extracting the sulphur, The first year they
sent away nearly 600 tons of purified sulphur.
But the natives thought they were doing
entirely too well for a couple of mere foreigners,
8o they put an oxport duty of $4 a ton on
aulphur and % put an and to the business, and
from that time the sulphur mine has lain idle.’
A lieavy export duty on logs would probably
have the same lamentable effect in this country
as bappened 1n the illustration given of another
sxport duty.”

This warning does not warn. It would not
be comidered a calamity by many in this coun
try if the buiness of exporting logs did cease
sntirely, It will be noticed that the foreigners
who exported the sulphur from St Lucis
purifial it before exporting it—they manufac-
tured it. But the United Statos dealers who
export logs do not manufacture them and they,
through- the operation of the United Ststes
irspott duty on lumber, are given an advantage
over Canmdisn dealers. An export duty on
sawa lumber would be aualsgous to the action
of the natives of St. Lucis, and it wonld be
suicidal, but an erport duty on Iogs 1s different
and would bs beneficial to tho lumber businees
and fo the country.

: e —— S ———
LUNBER TRADE IN NEW YORK.

A ropurier of ihs New Xork Herald has
been among the dealers of the metropolis and
repatis- the ontlook for the lumber trade this
spring as decidedly bright.  Although the busi-
noss has been geuerally dull thronghout the
winter, there have been miany firms who have
donea good trade, and an improvement in the
business of all is now becoming noticeable.
As loog sathe weathor remaing ocld and in.
clement the masons and carpenters cannot do
theit work and building has to be abandoned,
and for thit resson 2 depression in business
during the winter months is expected by all
lumbemen. At present the stock of all kinds
of lumber and timber in the markets is smaller
than it has been for somo years, and in view of
the good demand and brisk building autlook
thers is every prospect of An active seagon

To be impreased with a senss of the extent
of New York’s lumber trade one has only to
walk down Eleventhavenue, from Forty-second
street to Fourteenth street. He will find
lumber yards all along, on both sides of the
way, and lofty pites of lumber meet the oye in
overy direction  Thess woods are of all kinds
and come from all parts of the country. From
the common Maine spruce, which is properly
timber and not lumber, to the finest mahogany
and rosewood, all kinds of lumber are to be had
at all kinds of prices.

WHAT MR. ATCHISON SAYS.

At the foot of West Twenty-firat strect is
the establishment of the New York Lumber
Auction Company (limited), and here a Herald
reporter stopned the other aftornoon to inquire
about the present state of the trade. Mr,
Atchison, the general manager of the company,
was in his office adjoining the yard,

*The spring trade is just opening,” he said,
‘“and the prospects are very good. New York
is & goud lumber market, but it is not an
attractive ome, and this it due to its system, or
rather Iack of system, concerning the rules of
inspection, There are no detormined rules.
Each dealer has his own, and the lumber,
when it arrives from the south and west, may
be.inspected leniently and fairly, or the inspec-
tior may bo rigid and ¢ cut-throat,’ according as
the dealer chooses. This renders the shipper
very suspicious about sonding his lumber here,
It may be appraised at half the value i¢ would
elsewhore receive, and dealers often do not sell
by the same rulers upon which they buy. To
avoid all this wo have published a list of set
rules of inspection, by which we both sell and
buy, and this gives the shippers and manufac-
turers a confidence in our market. The best
lomber is brought to New York and the highoat
prices obtained here, but tho consumers

suffer . .
¢ There is another peculiarity about the

New York trade,” continued Mr. Atchison,
‘‘and that is the number of lumber firms which
deal only in special woods. By purchasing
large qusntitivs of ono kind of wood they ob-
tain it {or a less prico and are enabled to sell
dearer. I tell you, some of our dealers are
called cutthroats in the west, and would not
ercape lynching if they went there.”

Alr, L. E. Jones, the secretary and treasuror
of the company, entored whilo Mr. Atchison
was talking, and asconted to what he maid,
adding an account of the Boston system, where
there is a surveyor general and a fixed rule of
inspection by which all lumber is both sold and
bought, AMuch good lumber that comes here is
sent west first to be inspected.

AMONG THK S8PECIAISTS,

On the corner of Eleventh avenue and
Twenty-first street the yards of Boll Brothers,
who deal only in common sprucs, or timber,
Ia response to thereporter’s question a member

of the firm zaid that the prospect for the spring
trado was never botter. At the present time
of yoar the wholeaale price per cargo is fromn
815 to $18, which is a better showing than that
of lust year. Tho spruce conies mainly from
Maine and the provinces, aud at present the
freights are high.

Threo blocks above, on Eloventh avenue, is
the large establishment of Eben Peck, who
who deals exclusively in yellow pine wood, Mr.,
Pock was out when the reparter called, but
one of his associates gave tho necessary iufor-
mation. Some of the wood comes from
Ueorgia, but the most of it from Florida. It
is used for all building purposes, but princi.
pally for flooring, ceiling and wainscotting and
all inside house trimmings. Its popularity has
greatly iucreased in the last few yearn In
spite of its being the dull zeason for building
and all masons’ work the yollow pine is fair
and prospects alluriug.

With the specialists who deal in the fius, or
hardwoods, such as mahogany, rosowood, and
all cabinet woods, success is dependent upon
different circumstances. They have little to
do with the ordinary lumber interests, as thoy
cater to an cotirely different class—the furni.

s mnaker, not the builder. Their woods, be-
sides, are many of them foreign, the mahogany
coming from Mexico and the West Indies, and
some of the other woods from Africa. The
chorry and oak woods are in great demand now,
and there is a steady call for mahogany. Mr.
J. T. Williams szid to tho reporter that his
business fluctuatod with that of Wall street.

PINES AND POPLARS.

Mr. Georgo F. Norton, of the firm of Nor-
ton & Christman, spoke of his present business
and future prospects with complacency. Tho
freights were high, something like 812 per M
foet on hardwoods from the south. *“Oane
feature of tho season,” said Mr. Norton, *‘is
the tholarge demaud for whitewood which is
coming more aud more to taku the placo of
pine. What is called white wood is really
yellow poplar. It holds paint well and it
stains botter than any other wood, and henoe
is much used for weathor boaxding in fences
and all exterior walls and plankin,. Itis slso
largely used for coach panelling. Pine is bo
coming scarcer every day and tho same
quality of poplar is much less exponsive.  De-
sirable lamber is always saleable, and there is
always a market for itin Now York at a fair
price. It is a rare thing to find a good firm
with & yard full of dry lurber.” .

In Mr, Norton's oftice was Mr, Norcroas, a
southorn manufacturer of lumber, who hss
come on hero to build up a trade for his firm.
Mr. Norcross has been very successful, and
spoke of tho excellent condition of the trade.
In spite of tho sovorest inspection he said that
New York got the finest lumber and Boston

the the next best. The poorest lunber is sent

to Philadelphia, Baltimoro and tho South,
“ Lumber,’ hs said, **is a staple product and
prices do not vary much, I do not know of
any business which can show as small & record
of failures "

Mr. George M. Grant, of tho firm of George
M. Grant & Brother, csbinet and building
lumber merchants, was noxt seen by the repor-
ter. Mr. Grant deals largely in white pine
from Michigan and some parts of Peunrylvania,
and in all the other fine and rough woods with
the exception of spruce, He said that the
weather was disadvantageous at presont, but
that business was not bad and the spring pros-
pect waa very good. Mr, Graut's manner was
not enthusiastio, but his haste testified that his
business was beginning to feel the influenoces of
spring already.

LUMBER AND LABOR,

Making his way up the mud-swamped avenue
the reportor next called at ths large lumber
yards of Messrs. Crano & Clark, Mr. Clark
was walking about ths yard, aud the reporter
tackled him and walked with him.

“Well,” said Mr, Clack, ** trade with the
builders, I should say, has been good thip win.
ter ; but with tho manufacturors, thoso who
grow and saw lumber in preparation for the
market, it has been dull. In our owncase, the
business of this year shows a marked increaso
over that of lsat yoar, and this in the general
field, as we keep both hardwoods for furnituro
and pine, hemlock and spruce for building.
And speaking of building rominds me of »
very important matter. Very many more
people would build if only tho price of labor
was fixed. ‘The trouble is not with the lumber
but wath labor, Now, I read in tho papers the
othor day that the paintors and f{ramers had
agreed upon » fixed price and a fixed number
of working bours. If this is 80, it will prove a
very good thing and indicates a very good ten-
dency. In my opiuion itis lack of confidence
in the laborer that makos tho men hold of from
building. Thoy fear strikes when their houses
are half finished. If they could be certain of
getling the labor at a price fixod beforehand
aund not subject to change, the building trade
would receive a great impotus. It is not the
highness of tho price which deters them 4t
present, but its uncertainty, As it ia, the
prospoct for the spring is Gret rate.”

A HaLIFAX paper atates that Moesars. 1. H,
Mathom & Co. have contracted with mill own-
ors botween Weymouth aud Ohio for from
5,000,000 to 7,000,000 foct of spruce deals,
&c, to be carried over the Weatorn Countries
Railway aud shippod from Ysrmouth to Great
Britain,

Tnx Beaumont Lumber Company, of Texas,
recontly received 1,500 logs that messured {wo

to the 1,000 feet.



