6 COLDEN

TRUTILS. I

Him,
graes of Jesug Clia-t  Mosxces was to rcturn to God {o the
mount with two tables of stone hewn by himself, and then
Gad would put Him in a cleft of the rock, and cover Him
with His protecting pawer whilst Ho passed by, and showed
to him His back parts but not His face—not [{is casence—
(verse 21- 23). ‘The promise was fultilled. (Chap. xxxiv.
1-=17.) Learn D ix, 10, which is a comment on these
verses,

Afternora. 1'u o ngroRE Acriera,  (Aels xxv. 235 xxvi,
1-—=18). Festus wis now  the procuratyr, and Herod
Agrippa 1L King of Judwa,  The Jatter came to Cresarea, and
hefore him Paal was brought prior to hie being sens to Rome.
The king came with great pomp to the plase of hearing,
accompanted by Ins sister Bernice, and there was a large
audience to hear the apostle,  Festus introduces the matter
to the king by telling hun why his prisoner was there. (1).
The Jews had aceused him,  (2). Festus had found in him
nothing worthy of death, (3) Paul had appealed to Cicaar,
and Festus had deternined to send him.  (4). Buthe wished
to have something more certain respecting which to write to
Augastus (ver. 21 —-27).  On this, Agrippa gave Paul permis.
sion to speak for himself, and chap. xxvi, 1—18 contains part
of his defence. After & cowrteous introduction (ver. 2, 3) he
proceeds to speak—(1). Of his early life (ver. 4, 5). (2). Of
the aczusation laid against him.  He was judged for the hope
of the promise of the Messiah made unto the fathers, unto
which promise the twelve tribes earnestly (as the word means)
serving CGiod, bope to come (ver. 6, 7). In that promise he
himsell believed, and also that it had been fulltililed i.. the
miasion and resurrection of Jesus.  Then (ver. 8) he appeals
to all prevent, many of whom were Jews—why ahould it be
thought a thing incredible with you that God should raise
the dead ? —that i, not Jesus only, or the dead in some dis.
tnt period, hus at any time.  God's omuipotence is equal to
the task. (3). Purther, he speaks of his pharisaic zeal
agains Christianity (ver. 9—=11).  (4). He rclates the circum-
stanees of his conversion (ver. 12—18). The object of his
nrirsion i4 describad ae having veference specially to the Gen-
tites, for it was fo open. their cycs, and thus to awaken in their
minds a desire for the trath ; {0 twrn them from darkness to
light—that i3, t» eravert them from heathenism to Chris-
tianity, aud to o/ "o them from the power of Satun, whose
servants and vassils they had heen.  Torgiveness of sin and
eternal blessedness wouldl be the coasequences of such a change,
which; however, can only be obtained by faith in the Lord
Jesus Carist. The promise of Matt, x. 1¢ (the memory text),
was remarkably fallilled on this occasion, Paul spoke under
the special guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Nov. 18. " Morning Tue Prorivs OrreriNGs. (Ixod.
xxxv. 20, xxxvi. 8.) The sin of making the gol(lcn calf had
been forgiven, and now the people were again in covenaut.-
relationship with God. Hence the Tabernacle was to L
reared, and materials must be gathered for its coustruction.
We hava here, then, a beautiful picture. Many of the
people’a hearts were stirred up, and both men and women
brought what they could—gnlden offerings. or offerings of fine
linen:and differens coloured cloths, goat’s hair, and the skins
of rams and of badgers; s'lver, brass, and shittim wood.
Some of them, such as the skins of animals, and especially
of the sea-dog, as the word budger means, would be found in
the wilderness, and others they brought with them out of the
Jand of uypt. Shittim w»yol was probably that of the
camel-thorn, which grows abundantly in the peninsula of
Sinai, and i3 almost imperishable. Then the women spun, in
their t-nts, blue, seirler, and purple fabrics from linen and
goat’a hair, an art which they had learnt in Egypt, and which
now proved 85 valuable £y them:  Blue was a dye obtained
from a thell fish fonnd in the: Mediterranean ; purple, a dye
from another shill-fish ; aniscarlst; a splendid dye, obtairied
feom a small incct (¢ History of Moses,” p. 287).  But God
gwe special skill and wisdHm ¢ Bezaleel and Aholiab, both
to work themse'ves and t) teach others. Their former
experionee in canniar workmanship was no® greatly im-
proved. “They were very clever in atone and wood-cutting:
anl no dhrubt proluced some b.autiful picces of workman-
ship. Moses thea called ochers to the work (ch.. xxxvi. 1; 2),
ani Bazileel and Aboliab received the materials from Moses,
for erch morning the peoplo hroight what was ready to him,
and thus the work went on.  Bat (vers. 5—7) thiy hrought
to> much more than enough, and proclamation was made
thy ughout tho camp to-ths eflect, and so the people wera
restrainéd-from bringing. Tais was a fine displa!y of liberality,
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God's glory is His goodaess, manifested 0 us in tlw'

and it cost the peaple mu~h. They made many sacrifices
but they made them chearfully. 1613 a great Blessing when
people have @ sind to work {2 Cor, ix, 7). “God loveth a
cheerful giver.” This is the memory text, but it is for the
heart rather than the heal.

Afternoon,  Arv: 1 Prnstanrn. (Acts axeg 19-32,)
Paul continues his . ldr_ss before Agrippa, and spoeaks of his
obedience to the hie venly vision.  Ile was not compelled to
submit. He preached in Damasecus, then in Jerusalem, next
in Judea, and Ja-t v to the Guentdes, and in all cases hiy
demands wore rep- .tince, and works worthy of it (cf. Mats,
iti. 5. The Jews had pessecuted him, but (God had helped
him, and he continued to preach according to what Moses and
the prophets had » ud, that the Christ, the Mes<iah, shonld
suffer that He should bo the firet to rize from the dead,
and that He shou Ushow light t) the penple—the Jows, and
also to the Geutr -3 {vers. 21 —23; comp. Isaiah lii., 1 Cor
xv. 23). At this point Fustus ruddy interrnpted hin (ver,
24), * Thou art be de thysctf ; much learning hath made thee
wad,” The speec’t of Panl appearerd to Festus mere folly,
and hie imagmed ¢ b his prisoner was really out of his mind,
The apostie’s calur and dignilizd reply was enongh to prove
that i+ was estus rather who was beside himself,” With al]
firmness, but with perfect cilmness and due respect, he said,
1 am not mad, most noble Festus,” ete (ver. 25)  His words
were words of truth, bus also of soberness, for the two things
must ever be combined if we would speak in accordanco with
God's will.  All Bible-teaching muss be both true and sober,
And P’aul appealed to Agrippa. ¢ Believest thou the
proplets ¥’ he asked ; and, without waiting for an answer,
he sai t further, < know that thou bhelievest.”” For Herod was
an Iidwmean, and professed to believe in the reiigion of the
Jews : moreover, ho knew that the thing was not done in a
corner, that the rise of Christianity was open aund public,
Agrippa was touched, and Panl perceived it.  Tiut the king's
words do not mncan that he was almost persuaded to become
aChristian.  "Pheir impors is, ¢ Dost then persuade me with
g0 little?” (Luke xiit. 24). e spoke in jest, but he way
not easy in conscience. 1t is a hard vhing to per.
suale men, and especially great men and rich men,
to aseept Cbrist and His  salvation.  Some few are
persuaded 3 more are but Zalf persuaded ; and many are
persuaded, but only to become alnost Christians. In this case
not much was wanting, perhaps, to bring Agrippa to Christ,
yet i5 was enough to keep him out of Christ, and £ seal his
doo . How sad was Panl’s spirit at this m ment, and yes
how confident! ¢ I am a Christian, and 1 wish all who hear
wme were such, except these bonds,” and perhaps he lifted up
his chain-bound arms. Agrippa could hear no more, and he
put 2w end to the proceedings.  He said, however, in cffect,
Phis i3 @ good man,-and intimated to Ifestus that if he had not
appz:aled to Cesar he might have been set at liberty.  Yes;
but Paul must see Rome, and all was ordere.l hy the Unseen
Haund.

Nov. 23. Morning, 'Tue Taneryacri ser ve.  (Exodus
xl. 17—38.) This cvent took place on the first day of the
first month of the second year—tho sacred year—aiter the de-
parture of the people from Egypt. ‘Lhis-was the month Abib,
and the day was the anniversary of their deliverance (sce ch.
xii. 2, xiii. 4). The work began thus:—'he sockets were
tixed, tho boards placed ia them and fastened with bolts,
and then the pillars were reared for the curtains. Two
coverings, one of rams’ skins died red, and another of badgers’
skins or the skins of the sea-dog, were used (ch. xxvi. 4), and
thus the tabernacle was impervious to rain or dew. Vers. 20,
21 spaak of the ark of the covenaut, which was a chest made
of acucia wood and corvered with gold. Tnto it Moses
put the testimony —that is, the two: tables of stone (ch. xxxi,
18, xxv. 16) -and the mercy-seat ae put above it, so thatit
formed the 1id. This ark was placed within the holy of
holies in the tabernacle, and was hidden by the vail {ch. xxvi.
31).  On the north side of it, bat outside the va‘l, Muses put
the table of shew-bread, on which were twelve loaves, placed
in two rows ‘(ver. 22, 23), On the lcft side, opposite the
table, was the candlestick, with its seven lamps, which
Moses lit, and iu front of the vail was tho golden altaron
which incense was burat. Then another vail was hung,
called ¢ the hanging at the dour of the tabernacle” (or in
Heb. ix. 2, ““the tirst vail "), which closed the entrance tothe
tabernacle (ver. 24—28). Oatside the tabernacle, in the open
spaco- or court round about (ver. 8), was the altar of burnt

offering (ver. 29), the brazen laver in which -the priests

washed' their hands and their feet wheaen er"th’ey were 'ab?liﬁ



