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« ] was born,” said the host, “in the
Parish of: on the Connecticut ri-
ver, wasan only son and was at an
carly age deprived of my father by
death. Ihada cousin Jaes, residing
in the same ncighborhood, who was
placed in like circumstances with my-
self. His mother and mine were sis-
ters. Of equal ages, we werc almost
constant companions—at work, at stu-
dy or recreation,—~had one a sorrow
the other shared it 3 had one a joy the
other simpathised with him. Thus
happily we lived until wehad arrived
atmanhood, and thus we might still
have lived but for my own imprudence
and injustice. Aboutthe timeof which
Iam speaking, we received aletter from
our uncle,in New Haven, stating that
hewasdangerously sick and request-
ingus to come to him immediately.
He was a Bachelor and a man of
handsome property which he had of-
ten said he would leave to James and
mysclf. Iaccordingly made prepara~
tion, for the journcy to New Haven,
but my cousin was prevented from ac-
companing me by the sudden illness
of hismother.  He however, gave into
my hands a lelier, to my uncle, full of
the warmestexpressions of {riendship
and affection, aird regret that he could
not be present to administer to his
wants during his indisposition: and
such inuced were the feelings of his
generous heart—what mine were will
appeorin the sequel.

I commenced my journey to the city
with 2 mnd agitated by various pas-
sions. Iloved my uncle, regreted his
fate, and then there was the prospect of
S0 soon coming in possession of so
much property. Yes, Avarice and
Ambition, at thatimoment, served upon
my heart, and I yielded myself totheir
influence. And then there is James,
thought ¥, who will have an equal
share. I could not brook that thought
a moment, for though I was willmg
wken in humble Jife to find him my

equal in every thing and to share with
him inall my happiness, yet, when
Fortunes ample favors were to be dis-
tributed, Avarice told me I sought to
have themall.  You shudder, sir, at
the tale T amrelating and well you may
—1I also feel to shudder.”  # I will not
interrupt you” said Capt Smith and he
proceeded. “When I had well viewed
the subjeet in this light, asI journeyed
along, though conscience struck me
with a momentary remecyse for these re-
flections, I resolved atsomerate or oth-
cr to obtain possession of the whole of
my uncle’s estate. I opened Jame’slet-
ter and perused its contents, and its
fervent expressions of affection half baf-
fled me in my purpose; but a heart
resolved on the perpetration of iniquity
can soon learn to overcome the qualms
of conscience ; and tearing the seroll in
picces, I scattercd the fragments by
the way side. My plan was fixed and
I'hasiened with redoubled speed to put
it into execution.

I arrived at my uncle’s the next day
and found him, as I had anticipated,
inevitably on the journey to his long
home. Ientered the room where he
lay, and whichhad been emptied that
hemight obtainrepose, ke was, how-
ever, awake and welcomed me with an
outstretched but trembling hand.—
‘And where is James 2 heasked faintly,
“why did not he come too? Here was
the time for the prosccution of my dia-
bolical purpose, and I improved it but
too well 1 faltered as ¥ began—it was
1wy first essay in iniquity, and I had
not yet the bold stern countenance of
the bardened villian. But T promised
to tell him that James, on receiving
his letter, declared he would not cross
the strect were he expiring ; and ad-
ded that he was able to live without
his assistance, and would. I lamented
much the change which had been af-
feeted in a few months in my cousin
but knew notto what to attribute it.
My uncle groaned heavily, as I con-
eluded my remarks, and covered his
face with his bed clothes, for James
had held a high place in his affection.
Atlengtk hesaid ‘Oh the ungrateful
wretch ! little would ¥ have thought
this of him’ and he sobbed aloud.
‘But can this detrue? he asked ‘L eall

Heaven to witness,’ I replied ‘that gs I
love you it is true—but,’ I added, ‘et
this treatment not move you in regard
to him—he will yet repent of it. Tt
cannot be that e, who has so much
cause for gratitude, should long remain
ungrateful,’ ‘I will not encourage such
vileness,’ said my uncle, sternly—he
shall be 1ewarded for this) ‘Nay un-.
cle I'replied, in thelanguage of entrealy
—do not’—‘I will reward him,! he in-
terrupted me; and his countenance
expressed too plainly what he felt
within. ‘Go call Lawyer B, —and Ide-
parted for that purpose, congratulating
yself on the success of my villan-
ous enterprise.

Ireturned with the Lawyer, and my
uncle asked him ‘have you my will
sir with you? ‘Ihave’ he replied! ‘Hand
it tome then’! The document was pro-
duced and my uncle tore it with his
pale and trembling fingers into pieces,
‘Why is this’ said the Lawyer in siir-
prise at his conduct. ‘Sit down, he
answered, ‘and make me out another.
Iwish to have it altered a trifle.’ The
lawyer seated himself at the table and
Ilistened with exultation, while he be-
queathed to me all his property, real
and personal, with the exception of five
hundred dollars which he gave to the
mother of James, thus giving me pos-
session. of an estate valued at 520,000,
I was extremely assiduous in my at-
tentions to my uncle, butere the next
morning’s sun arose he was no more,
I tarried a few days to attend his fu-
neral obsequies and to arrange affairs
and then hastened home,

But whatexplanation I should give
to Jumes was my next study, and I fra-
med a story amounting tothis; that
when I arrived there my uncle was de-
ranged andraving about James ungrat-
itude ; that1 attempted to sooth his
turbulent mind, but that he repeated
still louder, ‘Ile:is a wreich—an infs-
meus ungrateful wretel’—and -that I
could not explain the cause of this;
and further, I extremely regretted that
my uuncle’s original purpose was chan-
ged, but knew not how to mend it.—
My cousm received this intelligence
with more resignation thanl could have
expected in a Stoick, ‘I care net for
the Joss of property?® he said to me ‘but



