earth to be hlessed, and David's son should
build a temple for the Lord of Glory,  But
when the angel stood before Mary, he was

about to utter that, which was not only to.
mankind the greatest promise that earth
ever heard : bhut was to the Blessed Virgin
herself an assurance of an exaltation such

as the heart of man never eonceived, * Hail,

thou highly favored, the Lord is with th
blessed art thow among  women.'  The

holy wiel recognized in the Virgin, who
stood abashed in the presence, one shortly .
to be advaneed above his own seat in the

Tieavens, and with joy and he
ity he savs, *Fear not Mary, for thoe hast

found favor with God,  And behold thou
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bhring forth ¢
@ osong and shall eall His name Jeses, He
shall be great, and shall be ealled the Son of
the Highest, and the Lord God shall give
unto Him the throne of His Father David,
and He shall reign over the house of Jaeoly
torever, and of His Kingdom there shall be
noend.” b What hiad this humble hand-
i to say to so astounding a deelaration ?
Let us listen to her voiee of virginmodesty,
and strive o learn from it somewhat of
those chinraeteristies that procured for her
this title of hlessedness,  She does not dise
believe Him, nor does she shrink trom the
promise set hefore her, but strong in her
purity of heart and person, she asked, * how
shall this be, tor 1 know not man= She
ainly intimates that no sueh allianee was
anticipated by her.  Nay it is going too far,
to suppose, that moved by an uneonseions
presentiment, that the Lord had chosen her
for a habitation to Himself.  She had
already devoted herselt to alife of perpetual
virginity, Al those passages of seripture,
which scome to have an opposite meaning,
may, most naturally, be understood in ac-
cordance with this idea. It was not long
the teaching of the ehureh. and 1 know not
on what authority, or for what suftcient
reason men in very late times are found,
who strive to raise objection to its rece)-
tion, But. I say, she isneitherunbelieving
nor irreverently inquisitive,  She proposed
the diviculty of her state of life, but when
he tells herof the power of the Highest
though she may not understand the mystery,
she submits her will to the pure and
holy God.  * Behold the handmaid of the
Lord: be it done unto me aceording to thy
word." (¢) Inthe instant of that submis-
sionat least, we believe that she was lifted
above the condition of sinful flesh. That
as the Virgin by bringing into this
world the Prince of Lite, remedied the
death that had been introduced by Eve, so,
by obedience and trast she obtained in he
self that perfeet holiness, which by rebel-

lion and curiosity the other had lost.

A Aong with the gits of holiness she

would obtain the knowledge of the Highest,

and then she would understand what she

uttered shortly after by the inspiration of |
the Holy Spirit, *That all generations |

=
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1o he set oup on e
Sthrough all gene

venly humils-

, o astonishiment, b

heneeforth should call her Whssed *Chis
she declared, no doubt, from an express
assurance and promise of the Holy Ghost,
He foreknowing that the ehureh wias about,
arth, which was to last
tions, foreknew  also,
that in that chureh, hoth love and obedis
would wove hersoul to pay that re
il to utter those praises that in fact
en heard in the conrts of the Chrise
tian Temple,  Aud just <o far as the
ence has been refused, and those insp
praises sought to be hushed. * so far has 4
deliberate attempt heen wade to prove God
i nd His words nothing worth,
o We may thus have seen, even from so
short a rehearsal of the history of the Anes
nunciation, that it is nothing strange. that
inour text or elsewhere, the Viegin Mothep
of God is alluded to by her Divine Son as A
pattern of holiness and aceeptableness with
God, The woman who made the exelimias
tion on which these remarks are built, in
waiting on the ministey of the Lord, seems
fo have beenc impressed by the Holy Spirit
with a convietion of the divine character o
i she was bearing, And farther reflects
ing on the inefable intimacy, as well of
tature as of intereourse that must exist hes
tween Himgand her whom He should vightly
call His mother, exelaimed in sudde acy
essedd is the womh that
bore thecand the paps that thou hast sucke
el and the Blessed Lord assents to hee
wordswith a very strong attivmative, rendere
ed usually in seripture by yea verily, f or
Yeadoubtless, 3 But immediately in the
remainder of the sentenee He shows that
her high exaltation is not the result of
caprice, nor of aceident, if I have not heen
irreverent in the use of such terms when
supposed of the events of God's providenee,)
but that the Virgin Mother obtained it by
her surpassing gifts of trust and obedier

 Very similar to this is His covert allusion

to the life of holy obedience in His Blessed
Mother, which we find on the oceasion of
her coming to Him with some of His Kinse
men, when he was surronnded by the erowd,
When one told Him of it, it seems to have
broken oft His discourse but as He wasgoing
He says to those around Him, ‘my Mother
and my brethren are these which hear the
will of God, and do it." At onee the ine
terest encouragement to those who would
attempt to keep His commandments and
the highest eulogy on her who in her holy
retirement could thus be alluded to, as pers
feetly accomplishing such obedience, It is
then in filia!l obedience, that all those
wifts and graces centre which procured for
her, or rather which fitted her for obtaine
ing the blessedness of being the Mother of
God,

3. ¢ The nature of that blessedness is a
deep and interesting, perhaps dangeronsly

at is left out of the American Epise
t Book.
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