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establishments, and that armed peace,
nal Principle of all power, it loses in the
eves of the governed its most angust char-
acteristic and degenerates into  an arti-
ficial sovereignty which rests on unstable
and shifting bases, namely, the will of
those from whom it is said to be derived,
Do we not sce the consequences of this
error in the carry out of our laws?
Too olten these laws, instead of being
sound reason formulated in writing, are
but the expression of the power ol the
greater number and the will of the pre
dominant political party. It is thust
the mob is cajoled in secking to satisly
its desires ; that a loose rein is given to
popular passion, even when it listurbs
the laboriously acquired tranquility of
the State, when the disorder in the last
extremity can only be quelled by violent
measures and the shedding of blood.
Consequent upon the repudiation of
those Christian principles which had con-
tributed so eflicaciously to unite the ra-
tions in the bonds of brotherhood, and
to bring all humanity into the great fam-
ily,there has arisen little by little in the
international order, a system of jealoas
egotism, in consequence of which the na-
tions now watch each other, if not with
hate, at least with the suspicion of rivals,
Hence, in their great undertakings they
lose sight of the lofty principles of mor-
ality and justice and forget the protec-
tion which the feeble and the oppressed
have a right to demand. In the aesire
by which they are actuated to increase
their national riches, they regard only
the opportunity which circumstances
afford, the advantages.of successful en-
terprises, and the tempting bait of an
accomplished fact, sure that no one will
trouble them in the name of right or
the respect which right can claim. Such
are the fatal principles which have con-
secrated material power as the supreme
law of the world and to them is to be
imputed the limitless increase of military

which in many respects, is equivalent to
a disastrous war,

This lamentable confusion in the rcalm
of ideas has produced restlessness among
the people, outhreaks and the gencral
spirit of rebellion, From these have
sprung the frequent popular agitations
and disorders of our times which are only
the preludes of much more terrible e
orders in the future. The miserable ¢omn-
dition,also, of a large part of the poorer
classes, who assuredly merit our as:.i
ance,furnishes an admirable opportunity
for the designs of scheming agitatorsand
especially of socialist factions, which
hold out to the humbler classes the most
extravagant promises and use them to
carry out the most dreadful proje -ts.

Those who start on a dangerous de-
scent are soon hurled down in spite of
themselves into an abyss. Prompted by
an inexorable logic, a socicty of veritable
criminals has heen organized, which, at
its very first appearance, has, by its sav-
age character, startled the world,
Thanks to the solidarity of its construce
tion and its international ramifications,
it has already attempted its wicked
work for it stands in fear of nothing and
recoils before no danger. Repudiating all
union with society, and cynically scoffing
at law, religion and morality, its adepts
have adopted the name of Anarchists,
and propose to utterly subvert the ace
tual conditions of society hy making use
of every means that a blind and savage
passion can suggest. And as society
draws its unity and its life from the
authority which governs it, so it is
against authority that anarchy directs
its efforts. Who does not feel a thrill
of horror, indignation and pity at the re-
membrance of the many victims that of
late have fallen beneath its blows, eme
perors, empresses, kings, presidents of
powerful republics, whose only crime
was the sovereign power with which they
were invested ?

To be continued,




