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CHURCH WORK.

consulted John Wesley on the step
she was about to tauke. [lence,
probably, the religious and doctrin-
al character of the communication :

“T.onpoN, Octeber 10th, 1778,
“My Desr Miss Bismor: I am
not unwilling te write to you, even
upon a tender subject, because you
will weigh the matter fairly. And
if you have a little prepossession
(which, who has not), yet voa are
willing to give it up to reason.
“The original Methodists were all
of the Church of Englund, and the
more awakened they were, the
more zealously they adhered to it
in every point beth of doctrine and
discipline. Hence we inserted in
the very first rules of our society,
‘They that leave the Church leave
us. And this we did, not as a point
of prudence, buta point of eonsci-
ence. Webelieve it utterly unlawful
to separate from the Chureh, unless
sinful terms of communion were
imposed ; just as did Mr. Philip
Hervey, and most ef those holy
men that wers contemporary with
him.

% ¢But the ministers of it do not
preach the Gospel.” Neither do the
Independent nor Anabaptist min-
isters. Calvinism is not the Gos-
pel ; nay, itis further from it than
most of the sermons I hear at
church, These are very frequent-
ly unevangelicil; but those aie
anti-evangelical. They are {to say
no more) equally wrong ; and they
zre far mere dangerously wrong.
Few of the Methodists are now in
danger of imbibing error from the
Church ministers; but they are in
great danger ef imbibing the grand
error—Calvinism—from the dis-
senting ministers.  Perhaps thou-
sands have done it already; some
of whom have drawn back to per-

dition. I see more ipstances of
this than any one else can ; and on
this greund also exhort all who
would keep to the Methodists and
from Calvinism—Goto the Chuch
and net to the mecting.’

“But, to speak freely, I myself
find more life in the Chureh prayers
than in the formal, extemporary
prayers of dissenters. Nay, I find
more profit in sermons on either
good tempers or good works than in
what are vulgarly called Gospel
sermons. That termis now become
a cant word. I wish none of our
society would use it. It has no de-
{erminate meaning. Let but aport,
self-sufficient animal, that has
neither semse nor grace, bawl out
something against Christ and His
Blood, or justification by faith, and
his hearers cry out, “What a fine
Cospel sermen ! Surely the Me-
thodists have not se learnt Christ.
We know no Gespel without salva-
tion frem sin.

“There is 2 Romish errer which
many Protestants sanction unawares.
It is an avowed doctrine of the
Romish Church that ‘the pure in-
tention of the minister is essential
to the validity of the sacraments.
If so, we ought not to attend the
ministratiens of an unholy man;
but in flab epposition to this, our
Church teaches, in the Twenty-
eight Article, that ‘the unworthi-
ness of the minister does net hin-
der the validity of the sacrament.
Although therefore, there are many
disagreeable ircumstancss, yet I
advise all our friends to keep to the
Church. God has surely raised us
up for the Church chicfly that =
little leaven may leaven the whole
lump.

“I wish you would seriously con-
sider that little tract, ‘Reasons



