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ART. XXIV.-On a New Species of Stielctelack (Ga.steroslcus
gynLuctes). l3y J. W. DAwsoN, LL.D., &c.

(Read before the Natur-al I1istory Society.)

1 propoFe in this paper to redeetu frorn unmerited nogleot an
inhabitant of oui- brooks, the six-spilned stkckleback, wlieh, thougli
very well known to, the boys of Montreal, and mucli persecuted
by them, lias, i11 SO far as I amn aware, hiitherto escaped the notice
of naturalists. It beloni to a group of littUe fishes, represented
'by many species in the fresh-waters and on the consts both of the
old and new wvorld, and remarkable for their armature of sharp
spines, their active arid pugnacious habits, and the provision which
they make for the care of their spawn.
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Fig. I1.-Gasterosteas gymnetes (male).

The present species makes its appearance in the brooks imme-
diately after the meltig of the snows in spring. It is then plump
and active, and the females are laden with spawn. The spawn is
deposited in the end of Mardi or beginuing of April, in a globular
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