CISTERNS FOR IFARM
BUILDINGS.

I'ree, wholesome water, as a constant
beverage, for man or animals, is essential
to sound health. M relative salubrity
depends on the various animal, vegetable,
or mineral particles with which it may be
impregnated, and the places whence it
1 procared.  The transparency ot puti
ty of that obtaived from wells ov springs,
vaues according to the strata of emth
thiough which it petcolates.  The most
wholesome fluid is derived from springs
issuing from pure sund-stone or printitive
tacks, or from sandy soils principally
compnscd of granite or guartz where it
has undergone a perfect tiltration,  The
water of lakes and ponds has similar pro-
petties in general, as that of rivers or
hrooks. but being less agitated, and con-
tatutng more organic matter in u state of
decomposition, it acquires a greater de-
g.ce of impurity, and consequently is less
fit fin culinary use, though, un account
of’ its suftuess, it may be employed with
advaatage for washing clothes.

Rain-water collected in the vicinity of
cittes or populous towns, us well us in the
newzhbourhond of marshes or mines, es-
pectally during summer, is always more
ot Jess impure.  Therefure it should nat
b used, of it can be avoided, except for
washing linen, &c., or wateting plants,
unluess 1t be puritied by filtration or other
means.  The fluid obtained by dissolving
suow is-somewhat purer; but of all na-
tural waters, that obtamed by melting
hatl is the most pure, asit contains fewer
extrancous particles, in consequence of
its congealing high in the air; so that it
cannot combine with noxious ingredients
duting its descent.  Like ull water,
however, which falls from the clouds, it
¢ nmtains minute quantities of air,carbunic
and nitt ¢ acids, carbonate of ammonia
and other salts.

Well, or pump-water, is gencrally less
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Cisterns should be completely covered |piirposes. My cowes all work, i. o. they give | working as fust ns possible into the pure blood.

with plaunks or stone, so as to exclude in-
sects, lenves and dust.  1f the buldings
be situnted on a hillside, it would be
preferable to conduct the water to the
place where wanted for use by means
of a pipe, without the labour of pumping,
or lifting it out by havd.—[Amcrican
Agriculturist,
NI, W,

HINTS TO FARMERS.
Tomatoes make excellent preserves,
Touds are the very best protection of

cabbage vyainst lice.

Plants, when drooping, ave revived by
a few gans of camphor.

Pears are generally improved by
grafling on the mountain ash.

Sulpbur is valuuble in preserving
grapes &c. from insects,

Lavd never spoils in hot weather if it
is cooked enough in frving out,

In feeding with corn, 60 lbs. ground
goes as far as 100 lbs, m the keruel

Corn meal should never be gronnd
very fine.  Itinjures the ricuness of it

Turnins of small size have double
the nuttitivus matter that large ones
have.

Ruta Baga is the only roat that in-
creases in nutritious qualities as it in-
creases in size.

Sweet olive oil i3 a certain cure for
the bite of a rattlesnake.  Apply it both
internally and externally.

Rats and other vermin are kept away
from gain by a sprinkling of garlic
when packing up the sheaves.

Money skilfully expended in drying
land, by draining or otherwise, will be
returned with ample interest.

To cure scratches on a uorse, wash
the legs with warm soap suds, and then
with beef brine.  Twao applications will
generally cute in the worst case.

Timber cat in the spring, and vxposed
to the weather, with the bark on,

pure than any of the preceeding, as it (decays much svoner than if cut in the

frequently containg large quantities of
carbonate or sulphate of lime, which are
the cause of 1its ** hardness,” and the pro-
pesiy of curdhng soan.

towns, that have long been inhabited, the |

wells are geunerally rendered unfit for

tall.
Bxperiments show apples to be
equal to potatoes to improve hogs, and

In all large ‘ deadedly preferable for feeding cattle.

Wild omons may be destroyed by cul-
tivating corn, pivughing and leaving the

use, m consequence of the ground having  ficld in'its pluughed state all winter.

been tainted by church-yards, vaults, and
other nuisances, which, doubtless, is the
canse of much suffering, and even of the
shottemng of life iwelf.  Therefore, 1n
all 1egions where limesstoue or other
mpuntes in the soil abound, or where
the farmers unavoidably have to sink therr
wells to a great depth, we would recom-
mend the construction of cisterns near
all of the principal farm-buildings for re-
taining the water which may fall from
theiwr roufs. By this means a large sup-
ply of wholesome water may be had all
the year round, at a comparutively small
c¢ost, which will not only be essential in
all purposes about the house, but wiil be
found uscful in irrigating the garden, as
well as for watering stock.

The most conveunient and durable mode
of constructing a cistern, is, to muake it of
a circular form, under ground, with bot-
tom sides Jined with stone or bricks laid
in hydraulic cement ; and in many cases
mortar may be plastered directly on the
sides of the pit without the aid of bricks or
stone. A\ cistern, eight feet in Jiameter
and nine feet deep, will hold about one
hundied barrels, and will require thiee
thousand four hundred bricks to lace its
sides.  The cement to be emplived
should be of first-rate quality, such as that
used in the construction of the Croton
aquedtct or the Erie canal,  1f this cun.
not convenienily be obtained, a very gom
article may be made of four parts brick-
dust, fineiy screened; eight parts fine,
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SHORT HORN CATTLE.
Wil live on close feed and thrive as well
as others.

The following extracts from n letter re-
ceived by us the other day, from Lewis F.
Allen, Esq.. of Bluck Rock. N.Y ., in answer
to one we wrote him, making some inquiries
about the Short Horns, will, we trust, be in-
teresting and profitable to our readers.  Mr.
Allen 1s the author of the American Herd
Book, m wluch 1s recorded the history and
pedigree oF .l the best blood stock 1n Amer-
1ca.  Mr. A.1s nlso one of the most intelli-
gent agricultunists and experienced stock
breeders in the Union, and has one of the
largest and best selected herds of cattle. His
communication to us was was not intended
for publication, but we presume Mr. Allen
will not object to the insertion of the follow
ing paragraphs, with a view of awahening &
desite among our countrymen to wnprote in
this most essent] branch of furnung, Our

{ chitef enquiry was as to the ability of the im-
| proved brecds to endure inclement weather
{ | and short feed :—

Black Rock, Aug. 29, 1847.

Duar Sta—Your estecmed favour of 21at

sharp, tresh water sand; twelve $arts s, s recened.  In relation to your enquiries

of hime completely slacked by burying in
the gr und, su as to exclude the wir dur-
ing the ptucess of slacking, three ports
ol powderad quick lime, newly Lurnt,
and three parts of powdered chaicoal,
Tiust, mix the slacked lime, brick-dust,
chaicual, and sand, with water sufficient
to make a mortar thinner than usual;

abont Catle and their snprovements.  J have
been fur more than a dozen years engaged, more
ot less i that occapation with other things—
Legun ot firel as an amxscment, but geown by
habit and taste alinost it a pashion « . me. 1
have hred cluefly with the view of ab... ..ng good
milking stock—and hate succeeded. 1 bred both
short horns and Devons, with their grades or the

then sprinklc in the quick_ lime. . Mix { common or nauve cattle, as I have 1.0t been able
well with a trowel, and use lrnmcv-‘-ately + | to raise enough 1o stock my farin with pure blood

as it will suun grow stiff and hard.

of cither kind, keeping about 100 cows for dairy

mitk regninsly in the dairy—and thus far both the
Short horns and Devous, ench n their own
spliere have answeredall my expectations.  Both
breeds are good milkers—with good paeture, and
plenty of hay in winter tho short hoens are hardy
and profitable. The Devous will keep well on
closer feerd, but like oll other cattle they pay better
on good feed than on poor.  Were 1 to chooee o
Lreed for lishtlands | would take the Devons
and they will thrive on strong soil equully well
with others. But in the Canadua, ns in this region,
most of the furma will cmrry short horns, and
when the land is good, they are in my estimation,
the rrixce of all the neat cattle fannly.

Mr. A. then describes two or three of his
young bulls which he will sell at $125 and
$100, (we had stated our desire to purchase)
and continues :—

Prices of fine blooded stock are by many pes-
sons unacquainted with breeding them thanght
ligh in America, although not half witt they are
in England, bat it should be recollected that good
breedersswhio have a reputation for their stock, select
only the best bull calves for raising, of course the
ordinary ones are sacrificed cither aa veal or steers,
aud perhiapsout of a dozen, only 2,3, or 4, ns the
cuse may be, are fit for stock getting of the re-
quisite guality, and in such a course only can
good stock be kept np—indiscrinnuate hreeding
always having a dowmeard tendeucy, and it is for
a want of proper knowledge and consideration in
brecding that so many fail in their elforts ut
vreeding good stuck, even when furnished with
goond animals to begin with. In fuct it iz a science
of 1tself, and no mean one cither—requiring long
experience, a quick aud accurate eye, a sound
judgwent in animal anatomy, and physiology.

You ask if my expericuce carraborates the as.
sertions of A. R. Allen in the American Agricnl-
turist as to the hardiness of short horns on winter
keep—Yes decidedly—Mine are us hardy and as
easily kept as the common cottle and more so. 1
have keptthem in all ways (the pen breeds)
from close housing in the stable, to ranning ont
in the vpen fieldsnta start, with the comuion
cattle, and invariubly—other things leing equal—
ny short horns hare cume ot in spring decidedly
the best, and so with the Devons—all this and the
reasons for it, [ could demonstrate to yon on phy-
siological principles as connccted with improced
stock of any kind, had I the space—~1hope to do
so in a personal interview. I might sparea few
young cows or hifers, but am not anxiots—ae |
keep a good many cows I want to werk us rapid-
ly into blood stock asIcan. I have n good many
high grades snch as3-47-815-16 short horn Devons
&¢, ming nothingbnt thoroughlbred bullsofanykind,
and those the best, so that I constantly breed up—
sl I keep the pure blood when I know it, never
selling any thing as thorough bred but what is so
by well authenticated pedigree.

I congratulate you on your selection of a pro-
fession ax editor which is a0 intunately connected
with all that is ennobling aid exalted in dmuan
affairs, that of elevating the Agriculture of vour
conntry—lt is a canse that must swcceed, and how-
ever slow may be its first progress, rely upon it,
itwillbe appreciatedand your efforts responded to.

L] . * L » - - -

1 shall be much pleased to see yon at Saratoga.
Find me out when you arrive there—enongh of
people know me. I 'hope to find my friend the
Hon. Adam Ferguson among the visitors as
wnal.  Aud any ume when you can 1 shall be
most happy to see yout here at iny residence—or
to hear trom you by ietter ar otherwise.

Very truly & respectfully yours',
Lewis A. Avrex.

If family sickness do not prevent, we in-
tend visiting New York this month, and shall
endeavour to call at Samtoga on our way,
where we hope to glean some important in-
formation, and shall certamly do ourselves
the honor of making Mr. Allen’s acquain-
tance,

‘We have beenfrequently answerced when
urging upon our friends the advantuge of im-
proving their cattle by introducing the Short
Horns, that they were not hardy, and that
they required so much food and of gg rich a
quality, that with our long Canddian Winters,
the cost would be more than the pmﬁﬁ. Now.
as the 13 a question of fact, 1t can only be sa-
usfactonly settled by netan} experiment.~—
Mr. Allen, who lives ea the Ningara Ruver,
where we apprehend, the climate and soil
are in no respect superior to muny parts of
Cankda, gives the above testimony nfter n
sufficiently Jengthy experience. He keeps
100 cows for the dairy, and he is desirous of

Why ! Because he finds that such ohjections
asthe nbovz nre imagmnry and untrue, and
that with a ** proper knowledge nud consider-
ution 10 breeding” the Short Horng are great-
Iy 10 be preferred.

——— ) e

PREPARATIONS FOR THE ADP-

PROACHING MEETINGOF TIHE
AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION
AT HAMILTON.

Artangements nre being mnde on n very
extensive seale for the second annunt meeting
of this Assocmtion, which is to tuke place at
Hmiltan on the Gth and 7th of October.—
Our farmers are deeply interested in the suc-
cess of the exlubition; and we hope none
of them will deprive themselves of the plens-
ure and instruction to be derived from attend-
unce. ‘The meeting is, we understand, to be
honoured with the vresence of the Governor-
Genernl,

A Hamilton cotempornry says :—

«'Ihe Local Comuntice held thewr second
wireting o the 31t in the rooms of the Humil
ton Bnlding Suciety. hindly placed by the direct-
ors at their disposal,

‘I'he hon. Adaan Fergueson, V. P., ook the
Chair, when thy reports of various sub-commu-
tees were preseuted by their conveners, aud duly
constdered.

Thuse snb-comuntiees are not yet entirely ar-
ranged, hut the folluwing partial st will show
that smne progress has been made.

1. Armngementsin Show Ground—Mites O'Reu-
ly, Esquire.

2. Horicuttural Seeds, Roots, &c.—Arch. Kerr,
Esyuire.

3. Maunafuctures—John Young, Fsquire

4. Implessents and  Machinery—John  Fisher,
Exquire.

5. Fune Ans—J. T. Brongeest, Faq.

6. Dioner Arrangements—Nehemish Ford, Exq.

7. Recepuon of Strungers—Williame Atkinson.
Esqure.

8. Subseription—Samuel Mille, Laq.”

Aud ndds, with regavd to the diuner,

* ‘The not uninteresting subject of the dinner,
has been bapaly arrauged by Mr. Ford, und an
agreement entercd mio with Mr. Roach, Court
House Square, 1o erect a suitable and comfort
able Pavilion,  with  accomedation for 500

nests, and 1 gond dinner at one dollar a head.
Ve may add, for the wmformaton of intending
visitors, that esery exertion will be made for
their comfort, and ihat the Comuwittee have
received a pledge from the lending  Hotela, se-
custg strangers frow any demand beyond the
ordinary rate of buard.

Our correspondent ¢ Censorious’ is rather
severe in his remurks; but as his comments
are based upon facts, we couM pot with
Justice reject his communication,

DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES BY THE
PROVINCIAL AGRICULTURAL
ASSOCIATION.

To the Editors of the Canada Farmer,

Messrs. EpiTors,—I know net vhom to
censure, the Committee whodrew up the
scale of prizes for distribution at the ap-
proaching Provincial exhibition, or yourselves
for passing over in sileuce the ridiculous in-
consmiencies in the prize list. However, ns
you posscss the power of rejecting my com-
mubication, I think the safest plan will be 10
excuse your silence on the subject, on the
ground that you mny have been willing to
pass over the matter in question rather thas
assume the office of censor: 1 confess that,
if that be the cause of your silence, you are
much mere fastidious than Yam. Before I
contrast some of the items in the prize list,
ullow ne 30 notice seme very culpable omis-
sions. ‘T'he gentlemen by whom the list s i
drawn up scem nol to liave she slightest ader
of progress. Everything rvelating to the
great jmprovenents of the age they have
pussed over altogether: except, indeed, some
uccident should have brought it within the
renge of their own observation.  Oue of the
greatest of modermn mprovemnerts, under
draiming, 13 passed over as 1f such a thing
had uever been hearu of.  No encourageinent
is offered to induce fiur. 1413 to test the system
of marling or liming w.eir land, A premi-
win iy offered for a ** mod. 1 fence,” but I pre-
sume it means a fence of the perishable ma-
terial which was used by tie (~vw first set-:
tlers! No doubt they expect an i “nrove-
ment in appearance; but thicy seem ty ,.ve
never dreamed of getnng 1id of the presem |
pershable description of fence by substituting |
1n 1ts place u fiting fence, which would have
the charucter of durabilisy while its general
use would beautify aud adora the face of the
whole country.

No premium is offered for specimens of
Oil Cake, an article in the inanufacture of
which any man who has the slightest pretea-



