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Ophiothrix fragilis is one of the i.st comnmon J3ritisli

Ophiurids. Sonie years ago whier àt Plyymoth, England, 1

succeeded in obtaining a large nuinber of the larvS in al

stages of development, and 1 have been ciugaged for the last

twvo years iu working out thieir structure. 'lie aduit, like al

Echinoderinata, i.; rad.-iUly synimetrical, but thie larva is bilater-

ally synînietrical, miore markedly so tliau any othier Eciuiodermi

larva whichi I have cxamined. Furthier, it shiows during its

developulient, traces of a mettineri. rcpetition Qf parts sucli as

is found in bilateraily symnietrical animais like Anneclida. Tihis

ruetamerism is exhibited in the ccelomn or body-civity vesicle.

Th'lis is budded off fronm the apex of thie igut whlen thie larva is

2 days old, aud it inimediately divides iutQ righlt and lcft hialvcs.

At the age of cighit days, cach hlall (livides into a posterior

vesicle lying at the side of thc oesophiegus. At the age of filteenl

days eachi of tie anterior vesicles buds off a tlîick %valled pos-

terior portion. 'lle left one becomies dic /hydrocc'le or rudiment

of the water-vascular systeni of the aduit, whilst ice righit ]oses

its cavity and beconies a solid miass of celîs whiose furthcer fate
I nienaed iu t raci ng.

Z.oological Laboratory,

McGill Univcrsity, April, 1905.

The Marine Biological Station of Canada %vill open

for Ulic sumiler during Ulic nîu th of May, under tlic Di-

rcctorshiip of Prof. E. E. Prince, assisted b)y D)r. Stafford

whio will bc l in iirediate charge. 'l'lie Laboratory will hec

locatcd at, Gaspé whiere investigatio~ns will bc continucd withi

respect to thie I)rollfs relating- to fislî culture, whiichi Iave

bccii de-ait witi zat othcer stations during the Iast ive ycars.
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