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B. C. MINING CRITIC,

THE CROW'S NEST DIAL.

I'rivate Hands Now Hold Coal Lands
Granted to Bulld the toad.
ORDER OF ULVIENTS.

In 1886 coal is digcovered in  the
Crow's Nest Pass on the British Co-

Jumbian side of the Rorky mountains,
1n 1887 Col. BaKer, & member of the

British Columbla Legisiature, visits the
Pass amd satisties himself as to the
great extent and vilue of the coul buds,

Sir William (then plain Mr)  Van
Horne's  attention is drawn to these
coal deposits, and his answer s that
the Canadian Paclfic Rallway hag to
interests in that part of the country.

In 1SS8 the British Cotumbia South-
ern Rallway Company, including Col.
Baker, M. P. P, and others, Is granted
a charter by the Provincial Govern-
ment to construct a railway from the
summit of the Pass to Kootenay Lake,
C o distance of about 170 mlles.

To guarantee construction, the coms-
pany, by way of subsidy, secures a lib-
cral land grant from the Government
of DBritish Columbia, which grant in-
cludes all the coal lands in the Pass,
subject, some say, to a royalty of five
cents per ton,

In 1890 the Crow’s Nest PPass Coal
Company, compused of the gentlemen
who made up the British  Columbia
. Southern Railway Company, is organ-
ised.

This company within a company pur-
chases 10,000 acres of the coal lands and
afterwards sccures from the B. C. 8.

Railway Company control of over 300, -

000 acres of coal land, in fact, all the
coul land of the subsidy.

In 1891 the promoters of the Brtish
Columbia Southern Railway Company
are prevented from floating theiv pro-
ject by the underhand Intlucnee of the
Canadian Pacifi¢c Rallway.

In 1892 efforts are made to interest
capitalists in London, New York and
San Francisco in the B. C. Southern
projeet, but C. P. R. influence is ad-
verse and opposition strong cnough to
prevent anything being done,

In 1893 tinme limit fn the charter for
the commencement of svork expires;
Government of British  Cohunbia, of
which Col. Baker hias beconie a tem-
her, grants an oxtension: on passayge
of the bill, Col. Baker magnanimously
abstains from voting,

In 1894 arrangements made in cast
for funds and surveys are put 1o work;
general financial depression
fund is exhausted and work ceases,

Canadian Pacific influence still o for-
midable obstacle in way of the B, C. 8.
promoters.

In 1895 second extension of time is
granted the B. C. & Company and
Provincial Legislature Is told that the
Dominlon Government has been asked
for a subsldy to enable the company

tc open up the coal lands of the Crow's

coines, -

Nesgt Pasg, with every progpect of suc-
CUss,

Dominlon suhaidy defeated by ¢, 1.
1 influences, it s chaged, Abe come-
pany fully dominating the lite Govern-
ment, 1B G0 8, protneters see that they
cannot hope for anythby flom Con-
sorvative  Government  at Ottawa,
whete the G0 PR, vales,

In 146 Liberal Government comes in-
to power at Ottawa,  British Columbia
Southern promotars  identity  Senator
Cox and Mr, Robert Jattray, with their
cnterprise.

In 18T the Dritish Columbia South-
et suecesstal an transferting the 15
. charter to Canadtan Pacllie Nail-
wad for 35,00 or o such sunt,

No coal lands go with the charvter;
the Crow’s Nest Coal Company, com-
pesed of Col. Baker, Hon, Minister of
Mines in the British Coltintan Govern-
ment, and others, retain possession of
the coal Jands which were granted to
provide for the construction of the
road,

The “Globe” and Liberal press of On-
tario, with a few exceptions ke the
Hamilton *“Times” disapproves ol a
wovement to dixatlow and cancel the
charter of the Dritish Columbla South-
orn Rallway, and o use the coal lands
»0 as to have the railway construected
by the Dominion Governmoat as  a
pational railway with which any other
1attway would have the right to con-
met.

The C. P IRuser its influence (o se-
cure from the Dominion Government a
money stthsidy to help the ¢ P, R to
huild the Crow's Nest DPass Llmilway.

Dominion Government, having refus-
¢, In defianee of public opinion widdly
expressed, in the House and out of g,
te disallow the 3. C. 8,
tates about the subsidy: but the ine
thuence ol the G P RO and its bhackers
prevaily, and the Government  finally
agrees to pay the Canadian  Pacltic
afiway 10,000 cash subsidy per mile
for construction of the raiiway,
proximately S miles long,

Canadian I'acitie Rablway, which i
not receive an acte of coal land with
the charter, agrees to transfer 06
acres of caal lands to the Government
as a mark of esteem for that generous
and considerate body.

The Crow's Nest Pass Coal Company
enters into full enjovment of its rights
ol ownership in the J60,000 acres of coal
Jand which BDritish Columbin granted
originally for the purpoge of building
a railway.

charter, hesi-

SUMMARY.
The people of DBritish Columing,
thiough thelr representatives in  the

Leglislature, grant the most  valuable
coal finds in the world to a railway
company as a subsidy to ensure the
construction of a railway which would
be beneficial to the country.

The rallway company secures posses-
sion of the land, does not construct the

~

raflway, and sells the charter.

The coal land passes into the hands
of a coal company formed within the
rallway compiany.

The peaple of Canada are called upon
Lo pay upwards of $3,000,000 In cash for
the constrruction of the line,

Thus the land ix allenated from the
pubtie damaln; it s tn possession af
men whoe got it for nothing, or at least
wave the Province nothing for it, and
will use It for personal profit; it was
given to the predecessors of these men
to enable them to construct a publie
work, and they retain it for their own
galn: and the people have to pay over

“ $2,000,000 additional for the rallway,
which the price of the coal lands would
have built many times over had they
heen sold at thelr value.

~ BEAUTIES OF NON-PARTISAN
! GOVERNMENT.

' The lustorian of British Columbia, if
, he have no stock in the coal company
"oy privileges from the railways, whicn

might be jeopardised, will have to face

the naked fact that the political me-
! tl:uds that prevailed there towards the
5 end of the ninctcenth century were
: ngt such as those who look for and re-
©gpect gootd government would wish to
' sec perpetuated. In a  sparse and
. scattered populatfon given to much
| moving about, a few men of mediocre
! (apabilities thrust themselves to the
i front without question, and carrled on
i government there in a maunner to sm-
t 11y contempt for thelr responsibilities
‘' to the people. There was not much

money to squander, but the generous
_way In which public lands were dis-
| tributed is indlcation that a full trea-
sury, had there becn one, would not
Fave been vigllantly guarded. The
canadian Pacific Rallway entered the
Province with a right to twenty miles
on each side of the line, and with a
aisposition to ignore public wishes and
public rights wherever it could safely
i evade them. There can he no objection
. te the land grant under the clrcum-
" stanees. but there 1s, and must always

be, ublection to that contrary disposi-
! tion of the monopoly which manifests
*jtself In jts treatment of the public,
_ threugh whose gencrosity in land and
* money the company enriched itself. Sir
I fandford Fleming's survey through the
' Yellowhead Pass may nat have been an
. cagy route for a railway from an en-
{ wneering point of view, hut it can
i safely be sald that It would have prov-
{ ed casier than the route through the
i Kicking Horse. " But there was anoth-
i or route through the mountains, the
i caslest of all routes, it was known then
' and hassince been found to be, and
! that Is the route.by the Crow’s Nest
! Pass, which was rejected, it is said, be-

cause the Government desired to keep

the line a distance north of the Inter-

national boundary. The gradients there

are insignificant, and had the Cana-
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