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THE BUDGET SPEECH.

HON. MR. HARCOURT ON THE LICENSE
QUESTION.

Some of his Deductions are open to Critieism.

Hox. M. Harcovwr, trensurer of Or
tario, in making his financial statement
for the current year, devoted a portion of
his speech to the license quest: He
said :—We received from liquor licenses

in 1893 8204,517, being $240 less than our | !

In 1889 there were

receipts of lnst year. |

issued 3,500 licenses ; in 1890, 3,623 ; in
in 1892, 3000 ; in 1895,
5 ;o falling off in four years of 365 |
licenses.  In 187D there was granted one
license to each 276 of our population. In |
1893 we granted one license to each 633
ceording to the lat
e lice to every
n of the State of New
every 246 in Ulinois, one to
248 in Ohio, one to every 204 in |
i, and one to every 300 Michi
With this steady and rapid reduc-
the number of licenses, with hotel

of our population. [
est returns there is
150 of the populat

York,

than formerly, with s
of groceries from liquor siups, v th sales
to minors  prohibited, with .
other restrictions, ench of them making
for sobriety, we ean, | think, ressonbly
! hat our license laws have b t
about & marked and businesslike

ment of the evils of the liquor trattic
The Province received for its own use as |
revenue from licenses (1 am spenking of
the calendar year) in 1889, $302,754 © in \
1890, $312,007 ; in 1891, $208,184 ; in |

plete separation

1892, 8204,758 ; in 1863, $201,616 ; and | y,

gave back to the municipalities in the
wame years, viz.: in 1886, 8207 453 ; in
1800, $204,908 ; in 1891, $280 487 ; in
1892, $28Y,' 5 in 1803, $287.0649. It |
will be remembered that Municipal Coun- |
cils muay by by-laws, and  without asking
the assent of the electors, require a larger
duty to be paid for tavern or shop licenses
and retain L-r their own use the revenue |
thus derived. hey cannot, however, ex- |
act & duty, which, added to the statutory
duty, will exceed $200, unless the by- |
law has been approved of by the |
eloctors.  Only in 318 out of 08 munici- |
palities have the Councils passed by -laws |
incrensing the duties, and in only six of |
them throughout the whole Provinee |
were the fees incrensed beyond this limit
of 8200, These six were Brockville, Port
Hope, Bowmanville, Chatham, Sudbury |
and Rat Portage. We have in all 808 |
municipalities i the Province. In 528 |
of them there is not » single shop license,
and in 185 of them, nearly one-fourth of ‘
the whole number, there is no license
wranted of any kind whatever. Since |
September, 1880, local option by-laws |
have been carried in 28 municipalities and
defeated in 12. In 16 municipalities
where these by-laws were carried they
were afterwards set aside by ‘the courts.
At present local option prevails in only 12
wunicipalities, in  which formerly 28
licenses were issued. In the Provinee of |

THE ADVOCATE.

MORE COMPLETE FlGURES,

Mr. Harcourt's statement is guite cor- |
rect, so far as it goes,, bat for the pur- |
woses of full comparison it does not go
he enough.  Why does he give the num
ber of licenses issued f
why does he choose 1875 for
son. It was in 1876 that the reduction of |
licenses took place under the law b; the |
coming into force of the Crooks Act and
it is well to have the figures for each
year since to fully undorstand the situa- |
tion. The figures arve |

No. of No.of |
[

Year. Licenses.
I

fm
8o it will be seen that there is not after
wll 5o great & divergence hetween 1876 and
1893, The difference too is easy of ex-
slanation.  Some cities, such a: Toronto,
have cut down the number arbitrarily,
but the great decresse has been due to
the increased fucilitios of transportation,
caused by th don of our railway
system, thereby doing away with the
country way-side taverns.  The country
tavern and the stage conch have dis
appesred together.
LICENSES AND DEUNKENN
What Mr. Harcourt evidently conten
ded for was that the deerease in the num
ber of licenses has led to a decrease in
drunkenness.  This is what we would
assume from his remurk about **a busi
ment of the evils of the
lig teaftic.”  If this is Lis contention,
he in wrong, sbsolutely wrong. T
are just the reverse,  When, in Ontario,
the number of licenses issued has beon
smallest the drunkenness has heen great
est.  This fact is indisputable as withess
the fullowing figures
p
mit
for
No.of Drunk
"~

We gave in & recent issue the figures
showing that the reduction of licenses in
Toronte  had  enormously  increased
drunkeness and the reasons for it. They
neea not be repeated here.

CONSUMPTION OF LIQUOK,

But perhaps it may be contended,
though hn Harcourt does not do so, that
the decrease in licen; i BOImE meas.
ure at any rate decreased the consump-
tion of liquor. Here again the facts are
directly to the contrary. In 1880 the
consumption of liquor per head of popu-
Iation was 3,040 gallons, in 1891 it was
4,044 gallons.  We have not the figures
Iater than 1891

THE PROVINCES COMPARED,

Let us take now to further elucidate
the subject & comparison between the
wrovinees under license and those more or
ons 1 r Prohibit

Prince Edward sl off ont by her-
self in the G f St. Lawrence, under

Quebec the receipts from licenses are | total Prohibition for the Island, increased
very much larger, more than twice as | her convictions for breach of the liquor
much in fact, than they are in Ontario. | laws from four in 1880 to 90 in 1891, and
The Quebec Governs received from 1 the ittals for k
licenses in 18901, $586,206 ; in 1891-2, | from 260 in 1880 to 311 in 1891,
607,989 ; in 1892-3, $672.767 ; and did | only thing P.E.L did not increase was
not return a dollar of it to the munici- | her population, which practically remain-
pulities. In this Province, as has been | ed stationary. Nova Scotia, with Pro-

The

soen, we return to the municipalities about | hibition everywhere outside the city of
one-half of the total smount received. \ Halifax, but with open sale in many of

the counties, increased the convietions for
breach of the liquor law from fifty-five in
1880 to 118 in 1891, drankenness 677 to
685, New Brunswick, the bauner Prohi
bition provinee, increased the convictions
or b the liquor laws from thirty
six in 1880 to 245 in 1891, and the con
victions for drunkenness from 850 to 1,628
in the ssme period. Quebec which is
cluimed to be i one-third to one-half
under Prohibition, had 339 conv
for breach of the liquor law in 1880 and
434 in 1891, Drunkenness 1,348 in 1880
and 4,199 in 1891, Now take Outario,
wh is all under license law, In this
wovinee the convictions for breach of the
lnquur law were 1,089 in 1880 and 1,220
in 1891, but in 1886 under the Seott Act
they were 1,646, in 1887 under the Scott

Act 2,664, and in 1888 under the Seott |y

Act 108 dropping to 1,982 in 1889 when
the Seott Act went out, and to 1,131 the
following year. Committals for drunken
ness in Ontario were 5,282 in 1880 and
decreased to 4,973 in 1891, but in the
Scott Act years the figures were | 1884
4,604 ; 1885 18865, 453 ; 1887

6,200  18886,633 ;  1889--7,068.
Manitoha convietions for breach of the
liquor license laws decreased from sixty
two in 1880 to eleven in 1891, and com

ittals drunkenness from H25 in 1881
to BIX in 189]

Now Prince Edward Istand increased in
population in the last consus decade .18
wr cont.; Nova Seotin 2.26 per cent,,
.L\'n-w Brunswick 0.02 per cent.; Quebee
9,08 per cent.; Ontario 9.6 por cont.;
Manitoha 148.06 per cont.

IN PROMIBITION STATES

8o much for that branch of the subject.
Mr. Harcourt next points out that On-
tario granta license to only 1 of 633 of
our population ; and gives fnr}}mqnm of
comparison the figures for New York,
linwis, Ohio, Indiaus and M
could have said that Prohibition
license to sell liquor for every 460 of
population, Prohibition Kansas one for
every 450, and Prohibition Maine one for
every 616 of population. These figures
we think make the comparison more com
plete.

5,868 ;

LICENSEES' CONTRIBUTIONS.

A to the municipalities that have no
licenses,  these districts do not
affect the situstion to any able
deg But regarding the recvipts from
licenses something may be smd. It is
quite true s Mr, Harcourt says that in
l‘lw Provinee of Quebee the Government
receipts from licenses are more than
double those of Ontario, but the license
tax is not more than double by any
means. n 18923 the Quebec tax
amounted to S672,757. In Ontario it
amounted to - Government  8204,617,
municipalition, $287.648, o total tax of

166, So that the difference to the
tax payers is not so grest after all.

But aside from the Quebee comparison
altogether there is this fact that hoth the
Provincial Government and the munici-
palities have been hkint Inrger and larger
sums from the license holders. To dis-
wose of the subject shortly we give the

Recelved

Hecolved
by by Govern-
ol

‘) Muni-
olpalities.

enormous amount

oney towards the
revenues of the

nunity it is coolly
proposed to turn out of business, cast
adrift, and in many cases bring to utter
ruin.

ctions |

THE REVIVAL OF BRANDY.

Tur brandy trade is in & stronger posi
tion than it has occupied for some year,
and there is reason for believing that the
long period of depression through which
it has is now coming to an end
From official figares it will be seen tha
the production of wine in the Charente
and the Charente Infericure this year ha
been far larger than the yield in either
1891 or 1892 ; as & matter of fact, it i
the heaviest since 1884, and is more thay
double that of 1889, 1890 or 1892, T
following table shows at a glance the yicll
in each of the last ten years :

Charente
Infericurn
Gallons

0,0 -
70
2314 12,481 3
18877 B
220,216 K110
2,008, 10,0,
1,506,018 13,5
1,650 064 15,878,604
lﬂ.l. e
4,760,380 25,1801

It is almost impossible to overrate the
effect which the abundant vintage will
have upon the brandy teade. Not only
will it enable n pure spirit to be offered s
# lower price than in recent years, but it
will encournge the peasants to persevere
in the work of replanting their vineynrds
and, in the course of time, will reston
that confidence in the trade which i
necessary to continued success.  We ane
uitesure that the future rests vur¥ Inrgely
with the shippers themselves. 1f at this
juncture they come forward in a public
.\urm«l manner- w8 some, indeed, have
alrendy done and  ungrudgingly weist
the peasants to reconstitute the vineyards,
we may look forward to s complete retum
of prosperity to the Charentes and to w
unmistakable revival of the trade i
brandy. — Wine Trade Review.

e
JANUARY'S STATISTICAL
RETURNS.

Fouowing is -:umnm showing the
yuantity of n'niril.l taken for consumjtion

in each Provinee of the Dominion during
the ith of January :—

Provinces,

Charente.
Gallons.
3008,
1472,108

lmi
Npirits.
Gallons.
Ontario

b
w Brunswick
Nova Sootia
I'llll.'n Fdward Island
i
British Columbie
Total
QUANTITY OF MALT CONKUMED,
The quantity of malt manufactured s
taken for consumption in each Provine
for the month of January, 1804, is »
follows
Ontario
ew Hrunswick
Nova
’ﬂn‘- ward Island
an
Hritixh Columbia
Total

Lbw.
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NO TIME TO LOSE,

Cleverton—** Miss  Twilli rejocted
me the other night, but she let me kis
her before we o

lm-.m-,,(mm::y—"l guess 11

go around to-night
THE UNREASONABLE SEX
Mrs. Brown—** Youkeep Lent! Why,

T'm aston
Brov

propose mysell

for forty days.”




