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. Eﬁuve to submit to the gougo and the saw and the kmife, with | noress the garden and work it with tho horse and eultwvator,
Al their attendant oruclties and neoessary tyings and confine- | The first planting of these will mature in June, and may be
ments, in order to -perform the operatio, we don't wonder | followed by beans, corn, cucumbers or late tomatoes. I always

they abort their calves.” follow early potatoes with winter squashes, for as they will
i . aover tho ground if planted cight feet apart on overy third
! A Talk in the Vegetable Garden. row, a few of the hills can be dug early, and the seed put ia

"¢ Eps. Counrry GENTLEMAN—In a provious artiol I told | and the orop heve a mooth if necessary to mature in after
“how we managed to have a succession of peas and green corn | the squashes aro planted, before the vines will run to ncees-
through a long season. I believe however that I did not say | sitate the digging of the potatoes. We always dig first a few
that the corn may be made a week or more carlier by a little | hills arer  d each squash hill. I have not failed in many years
stimulating manure in the hiil, but especially by carly and | to grow a full erop of winter squashes in this way, and still
#onstant cultivation, The first day you ocan see the corn | not dig iue bulk of tho potatoes until the vines are dead, and
. oming through the ground, go over it with a garden rake o1 | the orop matured so as to keep perfeotly. A few square rods
Hight hoe and break the crust, afd from that time untii1t | of our garden wo always devote to flowers, We plant a row
. begins to show tassels keep it always clean 2nd the ourface | of sweet peas 20 fect or more in length, and by a little carc mn
‘mellow. This early planted corn and your firat planting of | olipping off blossoms and the pods that first set, we keep theia
":beans may be caught by frost, but a little watshfulness and | in bloom for two mouths, and get a world of pleasure from
~lahor will enable you to save them. The trouble is that too |them. A bed of daisies, petunias, phlox, a few dahlias and
s0ften we persuade ourselves that there is not going to be a [ pinks, and a bed of everlastiogs grown in a corner o the gar-
:frost and take the risk, but it is wiser to protect the plants, | den nearest the house give more, pleasure, und are less trouble
swhen there is not frost, than to negleot them and run the | than if grown in the dooryard. Did I mention that our ve-
}g'isk of losing them. If the meroury does not go above 50° | getable garden is directly back of the house within 25 feet of
‘Sin the middle of the day and begins to fall by the middle of | the kitchen door with nc fence between it and the house, and
"§the 3%ternoon, with the wind northwest and a clear sky, pro- |50 the good wife can look at it as she is about her work ? We
= steot your plants, Tho best way I know of i3 to use dry saw | have a high fence between it and the orchard where the
Zdust, and the gardener shuuld aiways have a supply of it as | poultry run, and as we we do not want chickens in the yard
Hdry as it can possibly be. It is light avd clean to handle and | or garden, I prefer this to paling in the garden.
'gyvill not break or cripple the plant, and a single handful of it Butler Country, Oho. Warpo F. Browx,
+:dropped oo a hill of corn or beans will protect them thoroughly,
‘Faod the next day with a light braom you can go over the rows

A

ff-’;‘tﬂmry rapidly and bruch it off and it will not injure the plants QUESTIONS ANSWERED

‘zin the least, Ifany one knews a better way to protect plants| ¢ Corinthian” sends us the following queries :

#from frost I should be glad to have them report it. 3. What has been the result of your experiments with
2 To have tomatoes by July 4, the sced should be sown in | * Floats ” as a supply of phosphate ?

2February. A cigar box will hold an sbundant supply for a| 4. Is cotton-sced meal safe to feed to pigs from two to five
“glavgo family. Make a box 6 inches deep, and 10 by 16 in- | months old in any quantity whatever, 1f fed with shorts,
Sgeuces, s0 that a pane of glass will cover it.  This will hold two | apples, ctc ?
-Xeigar boxes and cnable you %o start some other plant. Put| .5. Ie hinseed meal fit to feed to veal calves, or other calves
xtwo inches of saw dust in the bottom, sct in your boxes and | one month old and over, which are being fed on skim milk ?
13¥pack saw dust all around them level with the top. Now fill
“Bhem with sifted eirth, compact it and sow the sced. Keep| 3. While in our practice we have found the flour-fine
~#the box in 2 scuth window, and proteot it cold nights by an | South Carolina phosphate, called * floats,” to be quite as effec-
«Q%)ld coat. You cua keep the plants in this a month, before | tive a fertilizer as ground bone, yet we sometimes fear that
*they begin to crowd ; then make a_hot bed and prick them | we have committed an error 1n advising its use by farmers
-ﬁﬁutz three inches apart cach way. When they begin %o crowd generally.  Floats supplies absolutely nothing to the crop but
“Mpain, remove cvery other row and every other plant in the | phosphoric asid, and unless there is present with it in the soil
Femaidiog rows to a cold frame, for by this time spriog will |  sufficient supply of available nitrogen and potash, you may
Re well advanced, and they will not need glass, but can be | put on floats in any quantity without appearing to do any
igcovcrcd with boards on cold night's or cold cloudy daye. If{good. It is most astonishing how hard it is to make the
hey are set ten inohes apart each way they may stand here | average farmer undor-tand this elementary fast. Quite a
otil they blossom and set fruit,and if the gronnd 15 thoroughly | number, reading what we have writteu on the subjest, have
aked and a ball of carth taken up with each, they will scarce- | undertaken to use the floaes in place of 3 complete fertilizer :
be checked in their growth by transplanting. This is | and these nearly all report, and some have written to the
me trouble but 2 singlo bushel of tomatoes the first half of | papers, that floats is absolutely unless. This is gladly piocked
uly, will usualiy bring enough to pay for the care of all the | up by fertilizer men, who make their money not ont of floats,
lants. The plants for the late crop of tomatoes can be grown | but out of the mixed fertilizer which goes by the name of
n a cold frame or even in the open groand with as atle { ¢ phosphate, > and is printed with a sneer at oar ** theoretical
oublo as is required for cabbage plants. The season may | notions,” This way of calling a complete fertilizer a ¢ phos-
¢ prolonged in the fall by covering a few equare rods of | phate, ? hes become so general that it probably will never be
te-sct plants with light cora fodder when frost threatons, or | correoted. The faot 15 very much to be deplored, for it con-
o plants may be pulled up ocarefully and put in the cold [ fuses the minds of men destitute of chemioal knowledge. The
wgrames with the fruit adhering to them. “ floats ” i3 & phosphate and nothing clse ; but the* phos-
“ To get the most out of a garden the land shoald be double- | phate * which is commonly sold contains not only ** phosphate *’
ropped 28 much as posvible.  Never let the lettuce, radishes, | but also nitrogen and potash, making it a complete fertilizer.
pinach and carly peas stand a day after they are past use, | No one who understands this would ever think of using floats
but re}nch them, stir the land and plant with some quick {alonc upon land requiring a fertihzer. He must have some
haturmg crop. I always plant these vegerables adjoining, as | nitregenous matesial to go with it, and usually some potash.
ey mature about together, and I ¢an then olear a strip | The reaton why we buy avd use floats and bone 15 because we




