NORTHERN MESSENGER.
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SCHOLARS’ NOTES. = -

. ’ -{From Westminster Question Boo'k.)'

LESSON 1V,
Oct. 28, 1883.} _ [1Sam, 10: 17-27.
SAUL CHOSEN KING.

COMMIT To MEMORY Vs. 18, 19,

17. And Samuel called the people together
unto the Lord to Mizneh: co .

. - 18, And said unto the children of lsrael, Thus
gaith the Lord God of Israel, 1 brought up Israsel
out ou«,‘%pb, and delivered you out of the hand
of the Egyptians, and out of the hand: of all
kingdoms, and of them that oppressed you :

1. And ye have this day rejected your God,
who himselfsaved youa out of allyour adversi-
-tles and your tribulations; and ye have said
‘unto him, Nay, but set a king over us. Now

therefore present yoursclves betore the Lord by
your tribes, and by your thousands. -

" 20, And when Bamuel had caused all the tribes
of lsracl to come noar, the tribe of Benjamin
was taken,

21. When he had cansed the tribe of Benjamin
tocome near by their samilies, the family ot
Maotrl was taken, and Saul the son of Kish was
taken; aud when they sought him, he could
not be found.

22, Therefore they enquired of*the Lord
further, if the man should yet come thither.
And the Lord answered, Behold, e bath hid
hitwnself among the stuil.

23, And they ran and fetched him thence:
and when he stood among the people, he was
higher than any of the people from his shoul-
dors and upward,
~24, And Samuel said to all thie people, See ye
bim whom the Lord hath chosen, that there is
none like him among ail the people? And all
tho peopls shouted, and sald, God save the
king. ’

25. Then Samuel told the peoplg%&he manner
of Lhe kingdomn, and wrolo “W book, and
laid it up before the Lord. Aull’Samuei sent
all the people away, every man (o his house.

- 26, Aud Saul nlso went homo lo Glbeah; and
there went with him o bund of men, whose
liearts God had touched,

27. But the children of Belial said, How shall
this man save us? And they despised him,
and brought him no presents, But he held his
peace,

GOLDEN TEXT.—* Andall the people shouted
and said, God save the king.”"—1SAM. 10: 24,

TOPIC.—God the Ruler of Kings,

LESSON PLAN.—1, THE NATION ASSEMBLED,
vs )71, & Tue King Cuoszsl_ vE, 20-28. 8.
TiHE PEOPLE REJOICING, Vs, 24-47,

Time.—B.0. 1685, Place.—~Mizpeh.
LESSON NOTES.

V. 17, MizrEi-—a city o! Benjamin, abont
fivo miles from Jerusalem ; a general gathering-

tace of the iribes. V.18 I BROUGHT UP
SRAEL oUT Olf EGYPT—thie Lord recounts his
mercies Lo show their ipgratitude, V. 19, Re-
JECTED YOUR GoD=by “this demand. Now
TUEREFORE—SInee you have thus chosen to
your own burl, PRESENT YOURSELVES BRE-
FORE THE Lonlb-they were about to make a
golemn appeal to bim, andwere directed to
glve reverent attention. YOUR THOUSANDS—
your familles. Num., 1:16;10:4; Josh. 22: 14,
The sane course was pursued in the detection
of & criminal (Josh. 7:16-18) and the selection
of a king, Tribes, jamilies and jndividuals
were successively tuken by lot. Vv, 2l. Hr
COULD NOT BE Founn—knowinf,' What the re-
sult would be, with mingled fecl ngs of modesty
and fear he had congealed himselfe V, <2 Tux
LORD ANSWERED—thus making it more up-
arent. that Saul was the onedivinely chosen,
V’. 2, HIGHER THAN ANY—tall ofstaturs and
noble in appearaunce, he answered, at least in
body, to the primitive ldeal ofa king, V. 24
WiuoM THE LORD IIATH CHOSEN—the people
nad wickedly asked foraking, but the Lord had
chosen hini. GOD SAVE THE KING—the com.
mon salutation amoung tho English people; the
literal reudering of the Hebrew is given in the
margin, “Let the king live.” Thusthey de-
clared thelr allegitance. V. 25, THE MANNER
OF THE KINGDOM—the divine authority for its
institution, and the title of Saul to the crown,
LATD 1T UP—as the charter of the realm, BE.
FORE THE LoRrb—beside the copy of the law,
near the ark of the covenanl. V., 26, SAUL
WENT HOME TO GIBEAlI—his birthplace, and
the seal of his government during the greater
part ot his reign, HEARTS (GOD HAD TOUCHED~—
had been influenced to show themselves willing
and fatthful as his body-guard, V. 27, CHIL-
PREN OF BELIAL—worthless; lawless people,
HOLD HIS PEAVE-~showing self-control and
wisdom. :

TEACHINGS : .

1. God shows great forbearance toward the
erring.

2. He controls the conduct of men, whether
they recelve ot reject his authority.

3. He disciplines thom by letting them have
their way.

4. Flodoes notleave them utterly to the con-
sequences of their folly.

5. When the euds of discipline are answered,
he provides for them something better than
they had desired,

LESSON V.,
Nov. 4, 1883.] [1 Sam, 12:18-23.
SAMUEL'S FAREWELL ADDRESS.

COMMIT TO MEMORY Vvs. 23-25,

18, Now therc{ore behold the king whom ye
have chosen, and whom ye have -desired ! and,
behold, the LOI’d hath set o king over you,

14, If ye will fear she Lord, and serve him,
and obey his volce, and not rebel u{:ninst. the
commandment.of the Lord, then shall both ye
and also the king that reigneth over you con-
tinue following toe Lord your God: .

15, But if ye will not obey the voice of the
Lord, but rebel against the commandment of
the Lord, then-shall the hand of the Lord be
agninst you, as it wasagainst your fathers,

16. Now therefore, Stand and .see Lhis greal
thing, which the Lord will do before your eyes.
17. 1s it not. wheat harvest to-day? 1 will
call unto the Lord, and he shall send thunder
and .rain; that ye may perceive and seo that
your wickedness is great, which ye have done
inthe sight of the Lord, in asking you a king.
18, So S8amuel called unto the Lord; and the
Lord sent thunder and rain -that duy: and all
the people groatly feared the Lord and Samuel.
19, And allthe people sald unto Samuel, Pray
for thy servants unto the Lord thy God, that wo
dle not: for we have added unto all our sins this

ovil, to askus o king. . . Lo

- 20. And Bamuel said unto the people, Fear
not; ye havo done all this wickedness: yet tura
notaside from following the Lord, but serve the
Lord with allyourlleart,;" S .

21, And turn ye not aside: for then should ye
g0 after vain things, which cannot profit nor
deliver; for they are vain. e

22, For the Lord will not forsnke his people

for bhis great name’s sake: becauso it hath
pleased the Lord to make you his people.
' 23, Moreover as for rae, God forbid that I
should sin against the Lord iu ceasing to ‘Pmy
for you: but I will teach you the good and the
right way: . Lo

2{, Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth
with all your heart: for consider how great
things he hath done for you, - :

25, But if ye shallstill do wickedly, ye shall
be‘consume:l, both yo anfl your king. .

GOLDEN TEXT.—*“Only fear tho Lord, and|.

serve him in truth with all your heart: for con-
sider how great things he hath done for you."—
18AMT12: 2, : -

TOPIC.—The Dillt,y of Sexrving God.

LESSON PLAN,~1. CONDITION OF BLESSING:
V&, 13-15. 2. SIN RECALLED, vs.'16-19, '3, Coun-
SELS AND BLESSINGS, vs. 20-25,

Time—About B,c. 1005, Place.—Gilgal.

INTRODUCTORY.

Saul, after he was chosen king, remained. for
& while at Gibeah. Nahash, kingof the Am-
monites, laid siege to Jabeshgilead. The elders
asked lor seven days’ respite, and meanwhile
sent, messengers to their brethren imploring
aid. Bauiimmediately collected a large army,
took the Ammonites by surprise and defeated
them. This stceess had an” immediate eflect
upon the people.. With one voice they hailed
Saul as their deliverer. Samuel then ordered
an assembly of the people at Gilgal to * renew
the kingdom’ (1 Sam. 1): 14), "Atthis assembly
Samuel” dellvered’ the- farewell address from
which our lesson is taken.. -~ @

LESSON NOTES, .

V., 13, THE LORD IIATIl' SET A KING OVER
‘you—the Lord had given him his authority. V.
14, IF YE WILL FEAR THE LORD—God's favor
and blessing would be witn both king and
people as long as they were faithtul to the Lord.
FoLLowing THE LORD—adhering to his wor-
ship and service. V.15.1F YE WILL NOT
OBEY—disobedience will be followed by judg-
ments. V. 17. WHEAT HARVEST—the ecid of
June or beginning of July, at. which season it
seidom rains in Palestine. V, 18. THE. LorbD

BENT—in answer to_ Samuel’s prayer, and-in.

approval of what he had spoken. Panic-styuck,
the people confessed their sin, and asked Sam-
uel tointercede for them. (Seel John2:1) V.
20. FEAR NoT—he comforts them with the as-
surance of pardon. TURN NOT ASIDE—leave
not the service of Jehovah. SERVE THFgLORD
—give bim tho full devotion ot your hearl®® and
lives. V. 2l. AFTER VAIN THINGS—falsc gods.
V. 22. FOR HIS GREAT NAME'S SAKE~his own
honor is pledged not_to forsake them. V.23, 1
WILL TEACH YOU—God's service is beth right
and good, Samuel sets before the people two
motives forserving God: (1) gratitude for past
mercies, and (2) fear of future judgments.

TEACIHINGS:

1. Prosperity in sin is no security against
against punishment. .

2. Transgressors are in tho grealest need of
warning when they are successful in their un-
dertakings. .

3. God will glorify his own name in the salva-
tion of his chosen people.

4, He will surely punish those who do wicked-

1y.
y5. The grent things he has done for us should
lead us to fenr and serve him.

LESSON Vi,
Nov. 11, 18881 © 7 11Sam. 1511226,
SAUL REJECTED.

COMMIT TO MEMORY Vvs. 24-26.

12, And when Samuel rose early to meet Saul
in the morning, it was told Samuel, saying,Saul
cume to Carmel, and,bebold, bo set him up a
place, and is gone about, and passed on, and
gone down to Gilgal.

13, And S8amuel came (0 Saul: and Saul sald
unto him, Blessed be thou of the Lord : 1 have
performed the commandment of the Lord.

14. And Samuel sald, What meaneth then this
bleating of thesheep in minoenrs, and the low-
ing of tho oxen whicli 1 hear?

15. And Saul said, They have brouglit them
from the Amalekites : for the people spared the
best, of the sheop and ot the oxen, to sacrifice
unto the Lord thy God; and the rest we have
utterly destroyed.

16, Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and 1
will tell thee what the Lord hath said to mothis
night. And he sajd unto him, bay on.

17. And Samuel sald, When thou wast little in
thine own sight, wast thou.not made the head of
tho tribes ot “Israel, and the Lord anointed thee
king over Israel ?

18. And the Lord sent thee on ajourney, and
said, Go and ulterly destroy the sinners the
Amnalekites, and fight against them uatil they
bo consumed. .

"19.- Wherefore then didst thou not obey the
voice of the Lord, but didst 1y upon the spoil,
and didst evil in the sight of the Lord ? -

20. Aund Sanl said unto Bamuel, Yea, 1.-have
obeyed tho voice of the Lord, and have gone the
way which the Lord sent me, and have brought
Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly de.
stroyed the Amalekites.,

21, But tho peoplé toolk of the spoll, sheep and
oxen, the chlefofthe things which shonld have
been utterly destroyed, to sacrifico unto the
Lord thy God in Gilgal. '

22, And Samuel 8aid, Hath the Lord as groat
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey
18 better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the
fat of rams.

23. For rebelllon is as the sin of wilcheraft,
and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.
Because thou bastrejected the word of the Lora,
he huth also rejected thee from being king.

24, And Saul said unto Samuel, I havesioned ;
for 1 have transgressed the commandment of
the Lord, and ihy words: because I teared the
people, and obeyed their voice.

25, Now therefore, L pray thee, pardon mysin,
iud dt,um again with me, that L may worship the

ord. - :

26, And Samuel said unto Sgul, 1 will ‘not re.
turn with thee, for thou hast rejected the word
of the Lord, and the Lord hath rejected thee
from being king over lsrael.

GOLDEN ’J."EXT.—“Beholdr to obey is bet-
ter than sacrifice.”—1 SAM. 15 : 22

TOPIC.—The Penally of Disobedience.

LESSON PLAN.~L SAUL’'S DISOBEDIENCE AND
HYPOCRISY, V6. 12:15. 2, HIS REPROOF AND
DEFENCE, V& 106-21, 3, HIS CONDEMNATION
AND REJECTION, V8. 22-26,

Time.—~B.0. 1070, Place.-~Gilgal.
LESSON NOTES.

V. 12 CARMEL—about ten miles south-east
from Hebron. A PLACE--a pillar which he had
set up to hisown honor. V. 13. I HAVE PER-
FORMED-he tries 10 cover his disobedience by
falsehood. V. 14 S8AMUELSAID—the sheep and
oxen betrayed Saul. V.15, Tuey—the people.
He tried to shift the. responsibility from
himself to the people. TO SACRIFICE UNTO
THE - LORD THY GoD-.-With a show of

enorosity, he tried to screen them from
Elame by this pretext; V. 18, BTaY—leave off
these false pretences. THIS N1G1IT—the night
Just past. V.17, WHEN THOU WAST LITTLE--
the Lord bad raised bim from a humble condi-
tion, V. 18, THE SINNERS THE AMALEKITES
—these words give'the reuson why thls peoplo
were to be destroyed-: because they tried to
destroy God's people. V. 20, I HAVE OBEYED
—a vain attempt at self-justificition. He did
not depy that he himselt had spared Agag, but
tried to_excuse the act by referring to the
thoroughness with which he had executed the
doom of destruction upon hispeople, V, 22 To
OBEY—no amount of costly offerings can re-
lenise us from the duty of obeylnF God. V. 3.
REBELLION—A&, disposition to act Independently
of the authority of Jehovah. WITCIHCRAFT—
rather, divination. Disobedience is a rejection
of God, and “on a par” with appeal to false gods
for guidance and approach 10 idols in worship,
HE ALSO HATH REJECTED THEE—Saul had first
rejected the Lord, and this is tho doom pro-
nounced upon him. V, 24, SAUL SAID UNTO
SAMUEL—Saul could no longbr deny or excuse
his sin. He therefore confessd it, but in such
& way as showed that his heart wias unchanged.
V. 25. PARDON MY SIN—he seems to have been
more anxious because Samuel was- offended
than because the Lord was angry with-him, . ..

TEACOINGS: ] .

1, God requiros of us absolule obedlence.

2. Good wordsand intentions will not excuse
a bad act,
G3. l.’J.‘he fear of man fsno excuse for disobeying

od.

4, Men often throw the blame of their evil-
deeds on others.

5. 8in blights our position and ruins our
prospects,

DUST ON THE COVER.

A clergyman in Ireland was preaching to
his congregation upon the text, ¢ Search
the Scriptures.’”” In the course of his ser-
mon, while admonishing his hearers of the
%}uilt and danger of neglecting the Word of

od, he quoted a passage of a divine, in
which he speaks of the Bible as sometimes
having enough dust upon its cover to admit
of the brief but appa ing scriptural expres-
sion, “damnation,” bemng written legibly

thereon.
A young ladl)(r, a member of the congrega-
tion, was struck by the peculiar force of the

expression used, and spoke of it upon her
return home, Her brother, a young man
who had on that day causelessly absented
himself from the public service of the sanc-
tuary, overheard her, and it pleased God
that the words—or rather the startling
thought which they suggested—should go
home like an arrow to his heart, He hur-
riedly withdrew to his chamber, tock down
his Bible from a shelf, and looked at it ;
there was dust upon the cover. ,(With
trembling finger he traced, half vncon-
sclously, the appalling pbrase which the
preacher had used. There it stood, dis-
tinetly legible. He read it, he repeated it,
he burst into a flood of tears ; and falling
upon his knees, with streaming eyes and
heaving breast, he besought the God of
whom that neglected Bible testifies, that He
would mercifully pardon this grievous sin,
and give him grace to neglect 1t no longer.
_The seeds of consumption, unknown to
himself and unsuspected by his relatives

were lurkingin that young man’s constitu- |

tion at the time destined to be speedily and
fatally developed. And during the weary
days and sleepless nights which were erelong
appointed him, that heretofore neglected

Bible was his solace and hisstay ; and when
death came, it found him bearing trinm-
phant testimony to the blessed fact, that
the God whom it reveals was his Qod, and
the salvation which it promises his' salva-
tion—his joy and his portion for ever!—
Friendly Greetings.
——————e

DO WHAT YOU ARE BID.

It is velated of a man who stands very
high in this country that once, when he was
young and poor, seeking a.situation in
order to malke a living, he went into a rich
man’s ofice and inquired if he wanted to
hire a boy, The'rich man, who was sitting
at his desk, leaned back, looked at the
weakly little child before him, and quizzi-
cally aslked, , : ‘
. ‘;}:Vhy, what can a little fellow like you

o

“I can do what I am bid,” was the re-
;ply1 promptly and respectfuf]y yet decis-
vely.
Tile man was so'pleased with the boy’s
answer and manner that he hired him at
once. The little fellow was diligent, hon-
est, and faithful. In course of time he be-
came a clerk, then book-keeper and part-
ner, and is now rich and respected by all.

Boys, be willing to work, and to do what
you are bid cheerfully and” promptly. Be
faithful and diligent too, anc{ you, also will
succeed in life.—Chald’s Paper,

NO TIME.

A man of business was so engrossed with
his cares that he would not rest even on
the Sabbath. Half of that day he spent
over his accounts; the other half in a ride
into the country. Monday morning found
him unrefreshed, hut still driving on after
the world as fast as ever,*

“Have you heard of the death of Mr,
iI?unson " asked one of the party at break.

ast.

“No ;ishe dead? Well, it is ver
ent with me; I am so engaged in gusiness
that I could not find time to die.” Soon
after, having passed into another room, he
fell dead on the floor!

He must take time at last. There was
no returning to his farm or his merchandise.
His -business he left behind him in the
twinkling of an eye. But the great work
of life was undone.—Fricndly Gireotings.

- e

difter-

TeE Rev. Ricuarp Cecin had a rich
hearer who, when a young man, had solicit-
ed his advice, but had not for some time
visited him. DMy, Cecil went to his house
one day, and, after a friendly salutation,
addressed him thus : “I understand you are
very dan%erously situated.” Tere he
paused, and his friend. replied, “I am not
aware of it,siv.” “I thought it probable
you were not aware,” said Ceal, “and
therefore I have called to warn you, = I hear
you are getting rich ; take care, for it is the
road by which the devil leads thousands Lo
destruction.” This was spoken with such
solemnily and carnestness that it made a
deep and lasting impression.—Morning Star.
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CLUB RATES,

. Tre Cuus RaTes for the “MEsspNgER,”
when sent to one address, ave as follows :—

leopy, - - - - 30 cents
10 copies - - - ~§ 250 °
2bcopies- - - - - 600
50 copies- - - - - 1150 N
100 copies- - - - - 2200
1,000 copies- . - - - 200 00

Jony DovgaLsL & Sow,
Publishers, Montreal.

—————

NOTICE. L

Subscribers to this paper will find the
date their subscription terminates printed
alter the name. Those whose subscriptions-
expire at the end of the present month
will please have the remittances mailed in
time. '
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