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Golden Text.
Never man spake like this man—John vil,

Home Readings,

Monday, Jume 18—Matt. vii, 15-29.
Tuesday, June 19.—Matt. xid, 1-14.
- Wednesday, Jume 20—Luke vii., 1-17.
Thursday, June 2xr—Mark iv, 1-20, '
Friday, June 22—Mark v, 1-20,
Saturday, June 23.—Mark vi, 14-20.
Sunday, Jume 24—Luke ix., 28-36.

(By Davis W. Clark)

“ It matters little whether Jesus speaks or
acts, both far transcend the ordinary, . His
parables are miracles. His miracles are par-
ables. The world has never seen a parable

test between Jesus and the Pharisees, He
took issue with the spirit-destroying liter-
alism. Of set purpose He broke the tradition
while at the same time He showed the peo-
ple the ideal way of keeping the Sabbath.
He wrought soven conspicwous cures upen as
many Sabbathe, as if to show the merciful
c¢haracter and uses of the day (Lesson IT).
In a night of irreligion, in a most unex-
pected place, a cereus of faith bursts in ra-
diant bloem. In the garrison, a proverdb of
&ssépation, in  the commendant’s gquanters,
characterized by imperial hauteur, is found
a humane, humble, benevolent, believing soul,
the moral beauty of which causcs an ejacula-
tion of surprise and admiration from Jesus’
lips. The sceme changes. At sundown, Jesus
climbs the path to Nain. Life and Death met
on that highway. A tody of a youth was be-
ing carried to the tomb. ‘Weep not!’ are
Jesus’ first words; Hic next reveal His power
to assuage grief. ‘Young man, arise!l’ (Les-
son IIT). Asceticism firds little pncourage-
ment in the halbits of Jesus. He was social.

° He declined ro invitaticns. Im this instance

He is the guest of Simon, the Pharisee. Eco-
Romy of courtesy was showa Him on His en-
trance, and a cavaller sprit maintained.
Availivg herself of the freedem of the Orien-
tal banguei-room, an ow'cast woman enter-
ed. What attracted her was that Jesus was
there. She was weary ard had come for the
rest He had promised. The common civilities,
water, kiss and o¢il which self-righteousness!
had omitted, pen'tence supplied. And it did
rot fail of it reward. ‘And ¥=2 said unto
her, “Thy sins are forgiven!”’ (Lesson IV).
The gospel in a sced. It may be written or
speken.  The Accidents of form are multiple,
but at teart of it there must be the divine
principle of life. The reed requires a sower.
Whoever presents gospel truth in such man-

.,

“medley of opimton.

ner that its power accompanies it is a sower
of the seed. As mmultiplex as are the seeds
and sowers so are the soils. Good ground
may be éefined by contrast. It is not way-
side, stony, thorny. It is a seil that will re-
ceive the seed. A morally earnest and hon-
est heart is good soil (Lesson V). The par-
able of the wheat and the tares is funda-
mental. It asserts that there is no existence
of good or evil apart from personality. Moral
qualities have bumen souls as their only
sphere. Virtue and sin root and bring forth
fruit in men. Those who have learned of
Jesus and have had His kingdom set up with-
in have become the wheat with which the
earth is sown (Lesson VI). The meeting of
Jesus and the demonized unfortunate makes
ne of the most vivid pictures of the New
Testament. What the Master had just done
in nature He proceeded to do in human na-
ture. He produced a calm (Lesson VII). Ex-
tremes met in {he fontress-ipalace of Herod
Antipas on the occasion of his birthday ban-
quet. Nazaritish abstemiousness kept vigil
in the dungeon. Herodian wantonness blazed
and reeled in the banquet chamber. Seif-
oblivion devotion below is matched by over-
weening ambition above, The forgiving sgirit
is offset by thirst for blood of one whose life
was a rebuke (Lesson VIUI). Five crackers
and two dried heriing! Talk of feeding five
thowand with them! But add to the scant
bread and fish the a'mightiness of Jesus, and
the proposition ceases to be ridiculous (Les-
son IX). He who had limited His disciples’

,commission to the Jews could not Himself

go beyond them to work a miracle for a hea-
then, unless to the complete satisfaction of
the disciples the party could be shown to be
an exception, That is the true meaning of
Jesus’ course width this Gentile woman., She
endured and proved herself a daughter of
Abrahdm by faith (Lesson X).  Jesus’ ques-
tion, ‘Who do inen say I am?’ revealed a
Jesus expected that, and
could not have been chagrined by it. It is as
if He had said, “The people say this andjthat,
but what do you say?’ Then rang out the
sublimest creed of all the ages, as the ‘mouth
of the apostles’ cried: “Thou art the Christ,
the Son £ the Living God!’ (Lesson XI). The
transfiguration is the heavenly Amen to the

- earthly confession of the divinity and Mes-

sighship of Jesus. Hardly had that comlpre-
hensive creed framed itself upon Peter’s lips
and been comsented to by the apostles than
they were all shaken by the revelation of the
ignominous death in store for the Messiah.
The eneffable scene on Hermon settled'a faitn
that was tottering to its fall (Lesson XII).

C. E. Topic.

Sumday, June 24.—John Eliot, and mis-
sions among the Indiams. IL Tim, i, 1-13.

Junior C. E. Topic,
MISSIGNS ON THE CONGO.

Monday, June 18—God will ‘open rivers.
Isa. xli., 17-20.

Tuesday, June 1g.—He cutteth out rivers.
Job. xxviii, 7-11.

Wednesday, June 20—~Waters in the wil-
Gerness.  Isa. xliii, 1g9-21.

Thursday, Juné 21.—By the rivers.—Ezek.
xxxiv., r1-13.

Friday, June 22.—As rivers of water. Isa.
xxxii., 2. :

Satuday, June 23.—A tree

5y the river.
Jer =wii., o, 8. :

Sunday, June 24—Topic—A trip up the

Congo.—Ps. Ixzii, 8-1x. s N

A Bagster Bible Free.

Send three mew subscriptions to the ‘North-
ern Messenger’ at forty cents each for one
year, and receive a nice Bagster Bible, bou}:d
in black pebbled cloth with red edges, suit-
able for Sabbath or Day School.

extra for Montreal and suburbs or foreign
eomi? except United States and its dependencies;
also Great Britian and Ireland, Transvaal, Bermuda,
Barbadoes, Bﬂ“‘lld:!%l:dum' c:ylonu; ia,
, - Bahama nds, ai r. ex-
ltrcz:rk‘ga for postage in the mm' named.

' ing of great satisfaction came ow:

THE MESSENGER., ]

Are Your Scholars Safe?

The faithful teacher mot only makes ar
interesting lesson, and tumms the scholard
hearts, but he deals personally with them
about deciding for Christ. A story from real
life, by the Rev. C. E. Mandeville, D.D,, of
Chicago, is a wvery suggestive one for Sun-
day school workers,

‘A Dbit of experience in my early ministry
made a deep impression on my mind, and
one which has helped me over some hard
places many a time since. It relates to my
first great revival and had much to do with
its success and with the success of many in
later years. Like many other young minis-
ters, I was timid, and shrank from doing
what I felt I ought; and this was especially
true when I was impressed that I should speak
to someone in the congregation during special
services.

One night I left the altar and went down
the aisle fully determined to sp2ak to some-
one, and as I neared the back seats I fixed
my eye on a group of young ladies, and the
one nearest the end of the pew, I had heard,
was to be married in less than two weeks, I
was impreseed that I ought to ask her to give
herself to the Lord; but somthing said to me:
‘Don’t do it; her head is too full of other
things now to think of religion. Wait until
she gets married and you’ll have a better
chance.’ I yielded to the temptation and re-
turned to the altar feeling like a coward, ag
I was.

A Iittle over a week from that time newg
came to the parsonage that Miss was
dead. She was buried in her bridal robes, At
the funeral, when I looked down into that
beautiful casket at the face of tha dead, my
heart was smitten with condemnation and a
question propounded itself: ‘How changed
might be the condition of this precious soul
had you done your full duty on that night of
opportunity.

But a little while after this, in the samse
series of meetings, I was going down the op-
posite aisle in search of someone whom 1
might speak to about the interests of his soul
I had not gone far before my eye rested onm
Major ——, the principal merchant' of the
town. ‘Why not speak to him?’ whispered a
voice. ‘But,” said another vo'ce, ‘he’s ol
enough and wise enough to_seek the Lord
without your help, If you should speak te
him he would be offended and never come to
another service’ So I passed on and went
the full length of the aisle; but on my veturn,
when I reached the pew where ths major was
sitting, something said: ‘Remember the fate
of the young lady’ This man may likewise
be beyond human help in a few days. My
soul was greatly stirred. I said: ‘I'll speak
to him if it kills me'; and, without further
parley with the devil, I leaned over and ask-
ed him a few questions, the last of which
was: ‘Will you go with me to that altar and
seek salvation?’ Like a man, as he was, his
answer was prompt: I will’; and as we went
there was a decided sensation in tha gudience,

Only a couple of weeks after thiz eventful
night a messenger came in great haste to in-
form me that the major was very ill and
wanted to see me at once. I went and found
him near- death’s door, but calm and peace-
ful. God’s will was his will, and he was
ready for the summons. Three days after he
went to his reward. When I looked into the
casket which held his mortal remains a feel-
my soul,
and T said: ‘Thank God that I had the
strength and courage to do my duty to this
man at that supreme momem:.’

Oh, that we all could realize that

‘Time is flying and souls arec dying’

Our friends and neighbors are slipping from
us and we from them. What we do must be
done quickly.

S _——

That woman who died ‘becauss she had no-
thing to look forward to’ might possibly have
been a member of some modern Sunday school
we kmow of. Oh, ye superintendents, plan
some little sunprise, vary the order of things,
do them a little differently, Then wabch the
effect—eyes brighten, hearts quicken with
pleasurable anticipation. It puts new zes!
into the work, and everything seems wiort]
wihile. : -
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