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COLONIAL AND FOREIGN CHURCH NE'VS,

Wr are suro that all our readers will be glad
to fearn that his lordship tho Bishop had inade
srrapgements to leavo Eugland on Aug. 19,
and e all probability will bhave reached
trederieton {:y tho timoe this masuzine 3 10
the hands of 1tz subscribors. The visitation
of the clergy wall(D. V.)bo held on the 13th
and lith of September, when tho Bishop’s
eharge to the elergy will bedelivered.

Tue condition of the Church in Nova Scotia
seems tho most suitable subject for tho first
" panher of a periodical, the main_object of
which 13 to advance its interests, Bolioving,
2 we do most gincerely, that its dectrines are
sound, itx formn of worship seriptural and pro-
wotive of truo dovotion, its government
| prumtivoand Apostolic, and, therctore, thatit
posses. €5 every possible title to its claim of
being a pure branch of the universat Church of
| Lhnst, e are decidedly of opinion that any
!want of success with which it mects must
i proceed ecither frowm defects in the earrying
out of its principles, or from ignorance of its
nature, its claimns and its position, Wodo not
liok for perfection in any results brought
shout by human instrumentality, however
| perfcet may_be the system of operation, but
we are confideat that all will be ready to
wkpowledge that much more might be effect-
odif the cfforts of Churchmeo were earried on
10 & more 3dystematic mauncr; if the inter-
course between the clergy and laity in the
different parts of the Diocese wero more
timate, and the sympathy more complete.
No doubt the csmbfishmcnt of a Synod will
prose of great benefit in this respect, and
I make each individual moro conscious of his
duty to concorn himself in the welfare of the
discese in goneral, as woll as of hiz own parish
1 particalar.  And this feeling, once_roused
thoroughly, will nat stop there, but wilt lead
oim to regard with deop interest all branches
ofthe Church of Christ; to mourn, if nccessary,
orer their faults or their failures; to rojvice tn
their progress and sucess; and to pray forthat
blessed consummation, when all that profess
the name of Christ shall be one. 3 .
But. in ordor to excite and foster thisfecling
an aecurate acquaintance with tho position of
eccleiastical mattors is necessary. To afford
thie, as far as possible, will bo onc_of our
pnncx{:nl objeets. To many of our readersour
remarks may not contain anything new but
wefeel sure that they will look on them with
fsvour, or, at least, with forbearance, for the
sake of the good causo which we st have at
beart. Let us briefly glauce st our present
pxition, reserving for a futuro occaston the
practical inferences to bo drawn from it.
Tho general statistics of tho Church,
ggcluswo of tho Archdeaconry of Princo
ward Island, to which we will take another
opportusity of referring) are as follows, By
thelast Censns, in 1561, the namber of members
ofthe Church of Bngland was 47.744. Accord-
0z to the averago rate of increaso (nearly
one-fifth in ten years,) the nnmber at prescat
wo3ld exceed 51,000: it will therefore bo
perfectly safo as well as conveniont to sot it
down at the roand number 50,000, Tho
bamber of clergy in_ activo sorvice 18 67.—

e pumber of parishes and cecclesiastical
distnets, is 56: tho churches, over 140: other
vhaces where divine service is held uncortain,
probably aver 120, eight parishes giving an
¥trage of threo and a half, .

0 compariog the number of clergy with
tat of tho members of tho Church, wo find
that, op the average, cach clergyman has the
tharge of about 750 persuns, a very favourable

¢ of things, as comparcd with many other
countrics, and oven with many parts of

——

England, if 1t wero not for tho seattered con-
dition of our population. But it will be oas:ly
uuderstood that a clorgyman can  mors
cfiiciently wanage a pansh of 1200 or 19n
persons within acircumferonce ofa miteradius
and assembling in one church, than he can of
2w or W0 persons, within a airsuinference ot
M unles radius, and asemblmg m three or
four churches. Ieas evidont that the extent
of tho parishes forms an important item in
cstimating tho eflicicney ot our parochial
agoncies. We regret that we are not in
possession of any statistes which will enable
us to introduce tins ¢lement oven approxi-
mately: to 4o s0 would require not only the
longth and breadth of cach parish, but also
tho distauco of the various dwellimg frow the
residenco of tho clergyman. In fart cach
parish would have to be exumined separatoly
and for this cspeeial purpose. We wuss,
therefore, for tho present content our-
selves with tho county divisions, and the
results of the late Census, making the mode-
rato increasc of one-fifteenth for the four years
that have olapsed since the Census was taken.

We find that about 15,000 mncmbers of tho
Church, or three-tenthsof the whole number,
arc to be found in the county of Halifax alone,
and of theso noarly aio in the city of
Halifaxand in thotown of Dartmouth, There
aro 15 clerﬁypmn engaged in tho activo dis-
charge of their duties in the couunty, giving an
averago of just 1000 to cach. K

In tho county of Lucnburgh, which comes
noxt in point of numbers thero are some 7500
members of the Church, or just halfthat of the
county of tlahfax, under the charge of eight
clergymen, oach extending their Iaboursover
very large districte. This would give an
average of U0 to cach clergyman. apparently
legs thao in Habfax,but roaily requiring mere
1abourto ministerto them offcctualis; because,
as wo saw, more than half of tho population
of the latter county are congregated within o
fow square milcs.

ho oxtensive counties of Annapolis, Haots,
and Guysborough may be set down as having
an avorage population of Churchmen of 3600,
the total number giving as about being 10971
the Churchmen actually in chargoof missions,
bcmiz six in cach of the counties of Annapohs
and Hants, and Jour in that of Auysbourough,
cxhibiting a very great disproportion against
the lattor. .

We must rapidly sum up tho remnining
countics, apologizing for theso dry detailson
tho ﬁround that they may be useful hereaiter
in tho practical conclusions ta bo drawn from
our condition. .

Cumberland, Capo Breton and Digby cach
contains ovor 2200 each: the sum total being
6716, with four clergyrcen in Capo Brotonand
threo in each of the othe N

The five counties of Colchestor. Picton,
King’s, Shelbarne and Qacen s gave a toiai of

Churchmen, or an average of 1450, Pictou
and King's having threo clergymen, and cach
of the others two. .

Tho _remaining five counties all averago
undor 1000,tho whole numbor of membersofthe
Church being 2434, Thoro aro at present two
clergymen in the county of Yarmouth, onein
cach of the countics of Sydncy and R!cf_xmoqd,
and none in cither Inverness or Victoria,
altbough somo of tho clergy :n the adyormng
counties occasionally cxtend their labours
into theso destitute localities, R

Wo bave thus briefly drawn the attention of
our readers to tho numbers and gcograpbical
position of tho Charch population. Wo shall
endeavour in s faturc nuwnber 10 turn theso
de to some practical benefit.  The only
inference wo proposc to draw on the present




