192

COLONTAL AND FOREIGN CIIURCHI NEWS,

ligious—thus meeting, in some measure, (the
want of good sound seenlar literatwe of o
ample character, ereated by the great in-
crease of popular education,

Under the head of the Society’s work for
the Church abroad wmust be mentivned jts
care to produce trustworthy translations of
the Bible and of the Book of Common Prayer
in fareizn languages, It alvo affords very
consulerable aid fo Missionary eflorts by niak-
ing grants towards the production of works,
el as zrammary and dictionaries, in the
hitherto unwnttenlanguages of native inbes,
There 13 not indeed & colonial or foreizu
dincese, in conncction with the Church of
Epgiand, which 13 not indebted more or less
larzels to the Society for Promoting Chiristian
Kuowledge. Grants in wd of the estabhish-
ment ot new bishopriez, for buillling new
chuarches in remote and poor distniets abroad,
&e., Xe., are frequently applied for, and al-
ways made in proportion fo the meaus placed
at the disposal of the Sveicty. The sum pard
upon the-¢ grants amovunted, during the last
year, to £1,020 25, 5d.

The Socrety has carvied on these and simi-
lar works for upwards of 160 yeurd. Comn-
mencing in 1698.9 with five nembers, four of
whom were Jaymen, it pow uainbers 11,500, a
vast propo ¢t on of whom are clergy. There are
¢1-0 about 5,0 0 ladics, who are anuual subscri-
bers. The members are clicted as attached
members of the Church of England, and the
whule management of the Svcicty isin their
hinds, The General Commmitiee wmosts onece a
munth (August and September excepteds, and
recerves the reports of the several Committees
to whow they cotiust the detmls on the var-
ous branches of their work.

The issue of the Sociciy s publications dar-
ing the last year, as compared with that of
the two preceding years,appear to have been :

1864 5. 1863-8,  1862-3.

Bibles, .oviiiieinne . 182,42 210.777 178,449
New Testaments, . 1 3 85,098
Common Prayers,. 505,651 365,119
Bound Books,. ... 2.530,734 2,2%67,292
Tracts, &Cuueerennnnnd, 250,527 3,303,456
Total, ....... 6,625,719 6,239,414

THE Enghsh Government having declined
to appoint a day of fasting in respect of the
visitation of the cattle plague, the Prinate
has issued the following letter to his Suf-

fragans:—
Lambeth Palace, Feb. 16th, 1866.

My dear Lord—As it i3 nuw understuod that
no day will be appointed by the Crown tor na-
tional hamnihanen ua account of the sore
¥l:\gue wliteh is raging amoeng our cattle, 1
ecl it devolves upon the spintual fathers of
the Church to take upon themselves the re-
sgon:lbxh(yof moving iu this matter: Itrust,
theretore, that you will sce fit to_request the
clergy of your diocese to invite their several
congregailons to assemble i the house of Qod,
on such day duning the present Lent as from
lacal circumastances may be most convement,
that they may humble themsclves under His
mughty band, may deprceate s judgments
for their sins, and pray Hun to avert our pre-
sent calamity. [ woald fain hope the united
supplications of the faithful may so avail
throngh the ments and intercession of our
Liord Jesus Christ, that in Hod’s awn good
time the plague shall be stayed and our na-
tional dustress alleviated.—I am, my dear lord,
vour fuithful and affectionato fricnd and
brother, C. 1. CANTUAR.

IN his address to the clerzy of his diocese,
the Bishop of Salisbury says—

L am persuaded that your parishioners will
welcome such an observance, as expressing
their own tear of Gud's just judetmonts—ther
condidenco in God’s merey and lovingkindness
—their faith in the power of praver—thes
gratitude tu God for Slmr past and present
exemption from  this fearful visitation—and
their sy mmpathy with those upon whom thys
great calannty hasfallen so heavaly.

1t would seem natuwsal to select . Wednes-
day ur Friday in Leat for such special dovo-
tious, but yuu will of course tuho couusel wub
your chuichwardens and others about this;
and you will do well to let your selecuon of
the day have some reference to the Psaims
and Lessons which are fixed for it i thetable.
I have no puwer of makg any changes 1p
this or any part ot the Mormng and Evomung
Prayer, but I can and do appoint for tlus day
ot huwnilintion the uze of the Litany, aad the
Commination Office.

Tleave all uther arangoments to you, but it
may help you to make themf you know what
will be the services of the cathgdral on Friday
March, 2, which is the day fixed for our day
of humilation i Sclisbury.  They will bo the
following :—

S
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Morning Prayer,
Holy Communion, . c e e e
Litany, Commination Office,and Sermon,
with Holy Communion.., ... .

Evening Prayer, Litany, and Sermon,. .

The almaoffered at the cathedral will bo
given to the Salisbury Infirmary.

Although [ do not suggest that the day
shuuld be observed as one of rest from labour,
[ havo overy confidence that there will be a
general wish and endeavour to_facilitato at-
tendance at the services of the Charch.—1 re-
main your aflectionate friend and brother,

W, K. Sarun,

A’I‘ the Conference called by the Bishop of
Sydney wn September Iast, the Rishop of
Melbourne was present by invitation. A com-
mumcation was considered from the Bishop
and Syned of Neweastle, requestiog the Bish-
op of Sydney, as Mectropohtan, that " a Con-
ference or_ Gencrai Synod” of the
dioceses of New South Wales should be held
in Sydney, for '‘determining what form
of constitution should be adopted for the
Churchin the coluny ; and also on what poiots
it would be desirable or necessary to apply
for, legislative sanction.” A difierenco of
opinton was showa in the Conferenco as to
the expediency of making any application to
the avil Legislature ; butit was uaanimously
agreed to jown in the Newceastle request. Toe
Bishop of Sydney promised that no time
should bo Jost in tho convening of the desired
General Coaference.—Colonial Ch. Chronicle,

MELBor&NE.— Tho ** Order” of Bishop Perty
against choral service continues to excite the
liveliest feclings in his diocese. A writeri
the Melbourns Churck Gazette states thaf
*tho Bishop, in accordance with tho }mlgl
book, has referred to the Archbishop 1o bog

gland with certain other Bishops,” and sug |

gested, ** until their views are ascertaine
the injunction should be withdrawn.” Sure
the Prayer-book, in the Preface * concerning
the Service of the Church,” incans by °* Archy
bishop" *he Mctropolitan of the provined ik
which diocese where the disputo anses
situate,and itis c?llmlly certain by the gronna.
on which the Bishop of Capetown wasre

a seat in the Convocation of Canterburf,
the Sce of Mclbournc is in no other, prom;,&e
than the Provinco of Sydnoy.—Colonial Chu 3
Chronicle.
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