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WIDLICAL NOTICES® AND EXPLANATIONS,

EXODUS.

\osus is empowered by three distinct signs to
prove his mission from God to his Brethren : by
the chango of his rod into a serpent : by hie hand
struck with the leprosy and cleansed ; and by the
«hange of water into blood. .

in the Revelations of God to man, sufficient, nay
more than sufficient motives, arc always granted to
thoss who choase to attend to them, for b"l“"""ﬁ
o his word : and whan once the word is so prove
to be his ; man is bound to bolieve whatevor it re-
vcals as it is the word of him, who can neither de-
eive nor be deceived.  'We are not therefore to re-
sulato our heliofinhis word by our notions of what
Wt reveals ; for though he can reveal nothing evi-
Jdeatly absurd, nothing directly contrary to the fix-
v principles of common sense and reason @ yet
who can deny to him the power of rovealing to us
what infinitely exceeds our knowledic or compre
hension > I¥%40, says the Apostle, has Anzwn the
mindof the Lord ? or who has beens kis counsellor?
Rom. 11, 34,

To Moses, pleading against his mission, on ac-
< ount of his impediment of speech, and slowness of
fongue; God answers: FVho made man’s mouth?
ar who made the dumb and the deaf ; the seeing and
the blind ? Didnot L?  Go, therefore, and [ will
he in thy mouth ; and I wilk teach thee what thou
shait speak.

Moses siill pleading to be excused, displeased
Almighty God ; who therefore desires him lo put
his words into his Brother Aaron’s mouth; assuring
him that kewould be in his mouth, and in Aaron’s
mouth, and shew them both what they must do.
Aaron, says he, shall speak in thy stead to the peo-
ple ; and shall be thy mouth : but thow shall be to
him in those things that uppertain to God. dnd
fake this rod in 'hy hand, wherewith thou shalt do
thesigns.

All those, whom God appointsto be guides to
his peaple ; he calls : and none have a right to
hold themselves out, as guides to salvation, unless
they be sent by God himself ; nor are they to be
veceived, or acknowiedged assuch ; unless, like
Moses, they can prove the lawfulness of their di-
vine mission. Never in the whole Bible do we sce
any usurping the priestly functions ; or acting the
prophet, without the call of God ; who was not pun-
ished by God, and condemmned for his temerity.
Witness the fate of Core, Dathon, and Abiron.—
Numb. xvi. 10.  Witness that of the Jewish
Monarch, who usurped the priestly function of of-
fering incense in the Temple. 2 Paral, xxvi, 18.
Aud with regard to false, or uncommissioned pro-
phets, Almighty Goe speeks thus by the mouth of
feremiah 1 F did not send prophefs, and yet they
ran. 1 have nol spoken fo them, and yet they pro-
phecied. Jevew. xxiii. 21, And again, The pro-
phets prophecy fulsely inmy name. 1 sent them not;
neither have £ commanded them : nor heve I spoken
o them. They prophecy unto you a lying vision,
and divination and_ deceil ; and the Sedwction of]
$heir owon heart,  Therefore, thus sailth the Lord
-uncermng the prophels, that prophecy inmy name:
whom 1 did not send ; 1cho say 3 sword and fumine
~hall nol be n this land. By sword and famine
~hall all those prophets be consumed.  nd the peo-
#ley to whom they prophecy, shall be cast out in the
strecis of Jeruscelem ;- because of the femine aid the
sword 5 and there shall be none to bury them ; they,
aad their wivez, and their sons and their daughters:
and Twill pour out their owon wickedness upon them.
Jerem. xiv. 14,

Now, ifGod was so angrv with selfzcominission-
oJd filse teachers and prophets formerlv ; is he not
~qually, nay more so at the present da:y ?  Nothing
i more strongly reprobated in the New Testament

5‘2’:‘" Saviour and his apostles, than the guilty
presumption of all who take npea themnselvss, up-|
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called by God, to oxercise the pastoral charge ;1.
and preach withous being sent, "These are they, i
who enter not inby the door of lawful ordination ;|
but who force their way into the sheepfold by thei
roof ; whom the Saviour denominates thieves and,
robbers. John 10,

God’s displensurc with Moses, on account of his
reluctance to undertake the tagk enjoined 3 shews
the readiness with which we ought to comply with
what we kuow to be a call from God 5 diacarding‘
froinour minds every consideration thut might de-
ter us from yielding to it,

Moses, in obedience to Gud’s command, sets out
for Egypt; taking his  wife and sons along with
him ; end carrying the rod of God in his hand.

V.24, & And when ke was on his journey in
the Inn, the Lord met him, and wcould have lalled hvm.—
Ir.mnrdxatciy Squhora look a very shurp stone, and circum-|
cised the foreskan of her son ; ond beurhed lus feet ; an
said : & Uloody spouse ars thou to me. And helet hun go,
aftr sha hud satd : @ dleody spouse art thou fo ne.

Moscs, had neglected to circumcise his son, ac-
cording o the covenant made betwixt God and
Abrahawn : and therefore was exposed to the
wrath of the Deity; had not his wife Sephora § who
muzst have been instructed as to the *indispensable
necessity of thatriteyeaved him by performing it.

Stillin Sephora as we observed, the fithers find
a figure of the Church, the spouse of the Redeemer;
who may well address him in the words of  Sephio-
ra : a bloody spouse art thou tome : for as he shed

his own blood for us 3 so he requires, if necessary

that we also her children, shed our blood for him
she is the Church ot martyrs.

The Lord next desires Aaron to gointo the desert
to meet Moses 3 which he did in the mountain of|

terpreter. Jesus Christ also spoaks by deputy :
by his Priesthood, vepresented by Aavon by those,
whom lic commands us all 4o hear, as we would
‘himself, Luko10,16. The rod in Moses’s band
':is as we observed before, the kingly sceptre ; that
'lin Aaran’s hand i8 the priestly sceptre of Christ,
It was th s last, that, when cast down before king
Pharaoh, was changed into a serpent :and when the
Rods of the Magicians were also cast down, and
turned into serpents; it devoured them up.  The
;magicians here represent the Hwresiarchs and
‘false teachers; and their rods are the emblem ot
their power: the power of seduction ; too success-
fully exerted against our mother Eve by the false
serpent in Paradise : and still toosuccessfully e -
icrlcd against her more weak and short sighted clal
"dren.  Aaron’s rod is but one, which swallows
lup the many rods of the Magicians. So, in
lthe Church of Christ, his priestly xod, alono
swallows up the rods of all her opposers. It has 21-
ready swallowed up successively the rods of the
Nicolaites, the Gnostics, the Manichweans, the Pris-
cillianists, tho,Valentinians, the Arians, the Semja-
rians, the Nestorians, the Eutychians, the Ironatists,
the Pelagians, the Wickliffites; the flussites, the
Albigenses, the Adamites, and a thousand others:
'who existno more; and still that priestly rod js
the same; and as much alive and ready as ever to
! devour every succeeding Magician’s rod.  Yetthe
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God. Thusbothwere divinely commissioned to
goand liherate their brethren from  the Egyptian
bondage. They go therefore together to their
bretiwen in Egvpt ;and prove before them their

people believed.

Chapter 5.—Mosesand Aaron next. in ohedience
to God’s command, present themselvesbefore King?
Pharaoh; requesting Lim 1o let the Israchtes goto
sacrifice by themiselves to their God in the  desart.

This Pharaoh not enly refuses to do; butaugments -

their appression. Yethie thus only fills up the:
mcasure of his imquuties; and provokes God the
sooner to streeh forth lus Almighty arm against
him, in theirdefence.  "T'hic, is cxactly what 1as
Lappened alt alorg, as bistory shews us 5 and what

didthe Fayptians; and preserving, |
leading forward, towards Heaven, the true land of
promise, his faithful worshippers; as he did thels- 1
raclites towards the Land of Canaan.  Where are
now all the once powerfisl persceutors and encmies )
of his churclk?  Nothing of them is now o he seen, -
but their names on the page of history 3 while that !
Church, which they so persecuted 5 that religion,
which they strove so to catirpate, exists still theti
same; the most conspictous of any incvery quarterj
of the globe; still Caholic, or univeral; though in-{:
sulated, ag n the desart, from all other muluformy
and discordant worshippers.

Chapter 7.—Verse, 1, 10.—Moses is appointed |

the God of Pharaoh. & Aavon, his broker, Lis pro-
phet. Xyce wneaks by deputyr Auvon je b ne!
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divine mission by the signs they wrought so that the
1

deily happens in the Church of God.  Afier try- .
ing his people for a wiule, he interposes at last in
their defence, destroying their oppressors, as he
sustaining and |

“triumphant miracle of Aaron’s rod, made ro salu
“tary impression on the minds of Pharaoh and his
I' Bevptians; nor does this perpetual miracle of the
I'rod of Christ make his enemics relent in favour ot
i his oppressed and persecuted followers.

Chapter S.—Of the ptagues with which God vi-
‘sited Pharaoh and the Egyptians by the hand ot
"Moses and Aaron, two are mimicked by the Ma-
"wicians : the changing of water into blood and the
calling up of the frogs - after which the power ot
their enchantments ccasad ; and they acknowledg-
ed in the third plague, which they were unable to
“imitate ; in the change of the dust into cinifs ; the
fingerof Gud. Nor had they even the puwer of re-
pelling the two plagues, which they were permitted
to call forth.  They coutd not remedy the mischict
they had caused.

Allthis exactly happens 0 those, of whom they
were the Prototypes.  The spiritual magicians, ot
false teachers, who oppose the word of God; age
permitted for a time to work their enchantments.—
But tkhe finger of God interposes in the end ; and
always shews their power surpassed by that of his
lawfulty commissioned servants, The magicians
can bring in the plague upen the people ; bhut

. none, but God's own deputed messengers can re-

move it.

The following plaguesf the flies ; the murrain
among the cattle ; the blains and biles on man and
beast ; the thunder, lightning, and bail ; the lo-
custs, and palpable da:kness, were not capable ¢f
subduing the hardness of Pharaoh’s heart : whick
shews Liow difficult it is to overcome the evil bias,
and subduie the rooted prejudices of the human
mind,

2o be copttnuzd,



