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Why is it that beyond any litera-
ture in the world, except, perhaps,
that of Germany, Scottish lîterature
ts rich in stirring verse, tender bailads
and huinorous or pathetic poenus?
Mlany of these have been curreat
fer getierationS, passing from lip to
lîp,îîill ilercy, and Scott, and Motber-
wel[ gaîliered into the store-house of
baoks intich of this mrinistrelsy of
,he Scottish border. And in more re-
cent tunies every parish has liad its

' et -alieiost every village its natve
b1, rnany of them of humble birth

-wabsters and bouters,l' crofters
an.d herdsmen, and Iowly toulers at
theppu.-h orlooin. irino couatry in
the %world, wve ventuire to say, =-old
four such stout and well-filled vol-
umes as these, and of such average
exîcellence, be gleaned, but in the
fertile fields of Scottish poesy

In an admirable essay the editor
ef these volumes aiiswers our initial
question. Sotne of its points %we
%vtlt briefly nlote. lVhile the epic
paetry of Eagland, the product of
ber Miltons, and Urydeas, hem
Tennyso!'s and Brownings, is so
rich, hei p2asant poetry is very scant
and pool. The meason assigned for

ithis is, that white the Scottish peas-
antry have for centumies been edu-
caitd, the Engli.;h pensant has been
rgeried, and too often left sunl, in

i~.orance. John Knox, in planting
ii cloti li evtry parish, and a Bible
in every school, did more for his
cojrary than he dreamed. The deep
.1iieu.; instincts of the nation, the

ftvour of the Covenanters, the piety
c ispeasant saints, blossoined forth
in religious poetry. The patriotic
(eeangs of the people, too, were fos-
tedàand inllaied by the long con-
Lac iNith their conquerors, anîd by
itLe'ery sternaess and subliînîty of
raur.tain and crig, no less than by
tte lovchiness of wimplirig btîrn,
id bonnie brae. In the land of
Wallace, Bruce, aad Burns,

I

No birookz xaay pass along,
Or billock tise, %withoutt its soli,-.

A hasty run through sorne of Scot -
land'sfairesî and grandest scenestim-
pressccd this vividly upon our mind.
Almost every stream and vale, every
crag and ruin, had its poetic associa-
tions.

The tenderness of the Scottisti
muse is especially seen in its inconui-
parable Ir-ve-songs and poems of the
honte afiecticmns. The very words
1-i fron rite lips like a caress-soft
as the Italian, as flexible, and full
of nîeaning- as the Greek.

The giîdc atuli liotiest inither to»gîte
They hetît une ither, autid or yotiiig
Weel coutld it a' oor mants express,
weel could it bail, weel couti it l'les,
WC' a' cor feelut's 'tuias cquent,
Had wvords for pleasour ait' coiplezît
IVas sweet to litar in sacretI psalin,
lIn siiiiiîmer Sabbatlî tiiortînîiscai
Ait' ut the fanifly exercecec,
wVhen auld guidtîten, on benidc.d kc
'rasth-i as Jacob> dîd filifflsyîC

For favours teniporal ani'diviue.

'Tivas urcttler at a liushaba

Or cashiats ivi' their douiie croon
Hleardl throigh a goivdcni %fteriloon,
Or streains titat nul %wi' liquiid la1îst,
Or %viî's anîolig the pilnc4rce taps.

'Tvrae swect at a' tinies i' thei inootit
0' voînan inoved %vi' iieltîti' truth;
But oh 1 %%heuî irst love wvab lier cale,
"l'waoý honnie fatr beyond coimare,

"l'was iuait soitorous titan the Latin;
CaWn tieaviî'r on the bide o' satin,
W lien frac bist Abel 0' a pooutit,
'l'lie niister gîcN itearseL ait loopît,
Ait' banncid W'i' cliergetiec jaw%%,
Thelî auithor o' the priîial fa'.
it if file îoolpit's saiçrcklçlatigoiir,
Yas, )ziiithiing awsonîc iii its angî'r,

Gnde k'epl ily s9ilthlaîi' freeuîs fra'
lîezirill'

il roîteli rcdl-liadcîl Scotnin swcearin'

'X#.î %,UsItPocds, icitll .RiograpZicai aied Crilical NoVticcs; B .H
jtu.t.'~ tît'l~ledby the Auttuor. 33rccliini,' Scotlalid. 4 vols.
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