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one side of tlue filtlîy canal, covered withi a kind of bla-.ekcnied
grass, and here the ien of the village were gathered as usual oni
summer evenings.

Evidently they hiad been talking of Sain, for as lie approached
a srtdden silence fell on the group. A dumb devii possessed Sain;
hie did flot deign to speak a -word, but bis looks and actions Nyere ta
far more provoking cha,,.llenge than any w1ords could liave beeii.
In fict, it wvas Jimmy llirst who ut* .od the first taunt and struck
the first blow, but after it they feli thick and fast as luail. Again,
in the midst of bis passion, Sam wvas arrested, this tirne, however,
by a clear strong voice outside the ring ordering himn, in perenip.
tory toues, to Ilput down Jimmy I-irst."

ccIt's constable."
tgIt's Methody preacher."
Sam answered the coimand by dragging bis opponent to the

edge of the bank and flinging hirn into the canal bcueath it.
Instàntly there was ,a clamour of voices.

"cT' lad can't swim ! "
"lShanue, Sani Naylor! That's no fair play."
"cIt's plain miurder."
"il un for the constable!"
Then there wvas another plung-e in flie black, crawling water.

The preacher had diveci after the Nvounded, d.-,ed collier. For a
moment it wvas feared that neither would reappear. The iiiud zit
thje bottoin wvas deep, ar. d the nian at the bottomn heavy and senlse-
less with Sairn's blows. But Johin Burslaini knew bis own skill
and strengtli; in a few minutes Jiny llirst wvas safe upoîî the
ban k, and the constable hiad lus hîand on Sam's shoulder.

So Sain did not go to the works in the înorning. fie was iii
jail, withi the prospect of the house of correction or treadiuifl
before him. But that fascination which Sain hiad alasexer-
cised over lus coifpanions nowv caine to bis hielp. They ail
declared that Sain had been provoked. "gbeyond resn"aid
Jimmy Hirst did îuot thîink it prudent to mnake ahl Sam's adinirers
bis enemies. Hie con fessed in court that "ghle had called Sa iii a
Methocly and struck flue first blow."

The justice, an old-fashioned clergyman of the Chîurchi of Eiîg-
land, clecideclly opposed to "'Dissent," admnitted, with a qucer
smile of sympathy, the great provocation, and decided thiat Sain
mig-ht be set at liberty on finding bonds for fifty pounds to keep
the peace for six months.

Fifty pounds! Sain lîad not a sovereignii i the -%orld. To go
to prison, to leave Martha and the children, to lose bis work, luis
name -a score of frighîtful consequences rushied into luis iimid.

274


