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1 suf- . impose on others 80 grozs a misrepresentalion
~as 'as that there were but forty-tuwo Lodges in
*Canada. wher, the whole Masome fraternity
If that
~ut anean what your Committee sup-
nd we have in
v the eredit of the writer, to

« Finding,” says the circular,
interests of the craft in the Province we"
fering with increaseq severity from the cav.
of which they had complaned ; fechug deeply
the uncourteous neglect the petittons atud cor-
respondence of the f;rovmcml Grand Lodgo ex-
perienced from the officers of the Grand Lodze
of England, and believiug the Provineial Grad
Lodge to be incapable of obtaining the con-
cessions which the psition of the cratt rend-
ered indispensable, it was determiued to call
8 meeting of delegaes frov. all Canadian
Lodges, to be held in 12 City of Hamulton,
on the 10th of October, to consuler the ex-
pediency of establishing a Grand Lodge of
Canada.”

In consequonce of this determination every
Lodge in Canada was notified of the uitended ,
meeting at Hamilton, to be held ou the 10U
day of October, 1855,

The circular then proceeds to give a full |
agcouut of that meeting, and its result was
the formation of  The Grand Lodge of Cana-
da,” which was duly conscerated, and ils
officers installed by a” Past Graud Master of
the State of Michigan. |

<« From thetime,” says the circular, « when
the four Lodwges of London renounced therr!
allegiance to the Grand Lodge o: York, aud
formed themselves into an ind ependent Graua |
Lodge, up to the present period (Nov. 10,
1855,) the greatest number of Lodges on re-
cord, ever associated to erect a new Grand
Lodge wasseventeen, whils: forty-one Lodses. |
and holding wasrants, too. from three different
jurisdictions, were harmomously umited m |
the establishment of the Grand Lodge of
Canada.”

Your Comnuttee having inserte:t the cireu-
lar of the Secretary of *¢ Provincial Grand !
Lodge” entire i their report, conld do no less |
than give the foreorng brief synopsis of the !
circular of the ludepemdent Graml Lodze o
Canada. )

They have carefully compared the two
papers, and are reluctantly compriled ta say,
that they have not been able 10 see infe
argument of the Sceretary of the Proviveint
Grand Lodge. any sufficient reason miven to
shake, in the least, the concluston they ar-
rived at in May last, and then reported to this
Grand Lodge.

The first point attempted to be made m the
latter argument 1s, that the ¢ selfestyled
Grand Lodge ot Canada?’ state, that at the
Convention * the action taken wis unainimous
with one exception, whereus of the 41 Lodwes
there represented 15 were from the junsdice-
tion of this Grand Ludge, 10 trun Canada
East, &c.,” gotugz on to state fully the orgamz-
ation of that meetiugz, and showingthat a Jarve
number of Lodges were not there 1epresented. |
and drawing the inference that the * self-styl-
ed Grand Lodge” mtended to misrepresent to
the Masonic world, by claymng that all the
Canadian Lodges buf one weroe 1epresented at
that meeting.

There certainly is nothing in the circular v
the Grand Lodge of Canada about ¢ that meet-
ing being unanimous, with one exception,”
and if there be any statement of that kind
clsewhere, your Commitice wonld regard it
ag meauing that the action at Hamiiton wa<

unanimous, with one exeeption, so far as

the Lodges or representulives there present
were concerned.

They say _forty-one Lodges were represent-
#d, and is 3t to be supposed that sensible men

I char, &e.”
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of Junada knew 1o the contrary!
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" Your Commitioe can,
tthe statement that, on the o
llhe dc[h-'_r:llcs who attended tha.
thetr Louges, they were not sustan,
course lhg_v hmlyt:lkcn. Nothing is more
common m the political world, than for ®
constituency to _repudiate the actioa of their
,representative, but your Committee do not re-
‘meanber of ever hearing, even a pretence s
ups that alaw passed by the aid of that repre-
rentative®s vote, was any the less a law, be-
cause those who delegated to him the author-
ity to aud fn making it did not happen to ap-
prove it!

The circular of the Secretary states that
- the alleged cause which immediately led to
the furtaution of the new body, was the refusal
of the R.W. D. Grand DMaster at a special
mevanyg of this Provinesal Grand Lodge, held
at the Cliton louse, Niagara Falls, on the
19th July last. to submit a motion from the

This may e the fact, bat neither the cir-
cular of the Grand Lodge. nor any other paper
that has come into the possession of your
Conunittee, except tlis circular of the Svere-
tary afluns any sueh cause.

To the minds of your Committee the crren-
lar of the Secretary of the Provincial Grand
Lodge carries no conviction adverse to the
recozn:tion of the mnew Grand Lodge, but
rather strengthens them in the belief, that it
is the duty of the Masonie Fraternity of the
Umited States to recozmise it.

Y ur Committee 1 answer to mtimations
they have seen cannot omit to say that, m
their vimwe, there i< nat the least resemblance
Yot ey 1ha peaeeable and proper farmation

vislent and mproper farmintien of the <purinus
body presided over by a Mr. Phihps. and
callimg tself « The Grand Lodze of New
York.*

In the State of New York there was one
legitimate Grand Lodee, which had been for
years m existence, and which was recognized
every where as the oply Grand Lodge of that
State.  And it has come to be @ Masonic
principle i the United States,that but one
cezwias Grand Lodae can exist in the same
State or Feratory in this Union.

We have already endeavoured to show the
entire dissimilanty of the sitnation of the
Fraternity in Canada, to the state’ of things
Swhneh existed m New York, at the tme of the
Fdiseraceful and violent proceedings winch
resultedd in the formation of the illegitimate
- Phillips, Graud Lode«e> of that State.

Your Commattee cannot close their report
fon this very important subject without giving
some general views relative to it.  One fact
seems to inem, were there no other, entirely
to jastity the formation of the Grand Lodge of
. Canada, and that 13, the digjointed and disor-
caamized coudition of the eraft in Canada, as
Jrepresented by Bro. F.G. Tisdaletrepresenta-
v, we believe wthe Grand Lodge of New
York, of the Grand Ludges of Canada West,

“wt see the forco of
“aturn of some of
t meeting to
*ad m the

L eg) . it
l Ireh‘md in the same district.

i T Ve

to the Philadelplia Mirror and Keystone, in

June last,

“On the 9th day of Oectober last,” says
Bro. Tisdale, « there were eighty-four Lodgos
in the Canadas, viz:—~51 Lodges English
register, under the Provincial Grand Lodge of
Canada West: and 14 Lodgaes, Irish re 18ter,
responsible only to the Grand Lodge of Ire-
land, in the same Province; 12 Lod €8, T0-
mster of England, under the Provineial Grand
Lodge of Montreal and Walham Henry; 1
Lodge regster of Scotland, und one Lodge
register of Ireland i the same district; and
3 Lodges register of England, uuder the Pro-
viucial Grand Lodge of Quebec, &e. ; 1 Lodge
vegister of Scctland, and 1 Lodge register of

.

With 1. ° C{aﬂ thus divided ~to use the words
of the Canai'd (jraml Lodge circular— hoil-
ing as they di. from different Grand Lodgos,
and distribted ns .'h&‘.);’ \(‘)‘ere‘ over a Province
extending in length 10 "l‘)".es’ and breadth
averaging over 220 mile.™ emg three times
as larze as Great Brtain a.d Treland ; the
means of communication too be,'™& Very im-
perfect”’—-is it to be wondered at that ;.hef‘e wax
an almost unanimous desire amongst the
freemasons 1 Canada, to have an indepena~
ent Grand Jurisdiction of their own?

After becommne wearied and impatient at
the silence in which their English mother
nersisted toward all their petitions and prayers
for an amelioration, in some shape, of their
masonic condition, a resolution was passed by
the Provincial Grand Lodge, in July, 1855,
apponting a special agent, who was request-
ed to use his best endeavours to obtain an an-
swer to the Petition of the Provincial Grand
Lodze : the next thing,as it scems to your
Commiittee, to cetting down on their knees
and imploring the Grand Lodge of England
to hsten to their humble requests !

In September of that year, the craft m Ca-
nada were notified that the Special Agent
thus appointed. had bronght the subject of
their crievances before the Board of General
Purposes of the Grand Lodge of England, and
that matters weie in a fair way towards a sa-
tisfactury resuit, and they <were beaged « 2o
wait patiently a short time longer.”

A large portion of the craft, under the im-
pression, probably. that they had waited pa-
tiently long enough, on the 10th day of Oc-
tober. 1855. met at Hamilton, as has hereto-
fore boen stated, and formed “the Grand
Ladge of Canada.®

The formatou of this Grand Lodge of Ca-
nada, has. in various papers which your Com-
mittee has secii, been denominated, illepal,
schismatic, rebellious, and has been anathe-
matised in various quarters, as if freemasons
had no right to be free men. and act for them-
selves!

While vour Commnittee stunds as firmly on
the ground of masonic constitutionalism as-
sumed by those who have thus characterised
this new Grand Lodge. as they possibly can,we
heve vot heen able to see the action of our
(I?:mndi:m brethren in the same Jight thatthey
do.

We see a large hody of freemasons, hailing
from various jurisdictions, with 1o common
head, who have for years, been striving, for
the sake of peace, with a Grand T.odge 4000
miles away, claiming junsdiction over a por-
tion of them, to ubtain lJeave for it to form an
independent Grand Lodge, but who regarded

lQuebuc, &e., 1 communication addressed

not their request, asserabling peaceably toge-



