AGRICULTURE.
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EAST OXFORD FARMERS ASSOCIATION.

To the Editor of the Cunadian Agriculturist.

Sir,—I have been requested asthe Secretary
of this Association to transmit the report of the
proceedings of the last meeting for insertion in
your journal. The following address was de-
livered by the President, Geo. Alexander, Esq,
on opening the meeling i—

#Je felt that it was not necessary that he should
again dwell upun the benefits likely to result fiom
the practical working of this Association, hat would
atonce proceed to the consideration of the first sub-
Ject named for discussion at this meeting. The pre-
fatory remarks which he proposed making would
doubtless be very impeifect, and open to criticism.
H. (ir. Alexander,) would desire to say that he fely
Jeeply his inability to lead a movement of this intar-
esting and important chaiacter, and mustb g of them
to look upon him as coming here more for the purpose
of deriving oenefit lumself; of profing by their ex-
perience, than with any idea of his being abie to

|

and great loss and injury is sustained in this respect.
It is & reasonabie to suppose that while a colt is
growing, its muscles developing, and its bones form-
ing, that the frame and physical constitution of the
animgl must depend upon the fe:ding and shelter
during this stage of devclopment. How many horses
do we see that have no bottom or constitution ?
How much degenerate and miseratle lovking siuck
of every kind are to be found in every couniry ¢ The
saume temarks are applicable to man. Bring up a
child with proper cate and food, until the constitu-
tion is properly formed and he will have health;
when he has attained-to manhood, he will be better
abte to sustain hardship and toil. This principle
pervades the whole of nature; an illustration ray be
given from the vegetable kingdom. Fruit trecs
planted and grown in well cultivated soil acquire a
more healthy and 1apid growth, and attsin to a
much greater size than those which are neylected ;
this extraoidinary difference of result has probably
been experienced by all present in the managewent
of their orchards.

“Ie (Mr. Alexander) knew that he would be met
at all hands with the reply that our winters are so
long and severe, that the farmers generally cannut do

impart infoimation on agricultural matters, to them, ; proper justice to all their stock.” This brought him
the practical farmers of the land. e might occa- | to the consideration of the manner in which the
stonully venture to quote from woiks of scientific | fodder gene ally should be <ecu:ed, and to the sub-
research, facts which have been given as the result | ject of the economy of feedingy but bi fore coming to
of mvestigation and experiment; but such were not | these points, he would again dwell on the grear ad-

always to be relied upon, and it would be well for | vantages of hiving the farm yard facing to the

S-uth,

them 1o observe caution in adopt.ng any theory of | 21d so constructed to afford shelier from the diifiing

husba:diy which wuas not fully boine out by ther
own experience and judgment. It is designed by

public dizcussion to endeavour to explode eveiything,

which is erroncous and unprofitable in our prescnt
system, «nd to introduce whatever is found to be an
improvement.

“ The stock which is raised upon the farm consti-
tutes in all countries a very valuable part of the pro-
duce. It is a never-failing source of return and
.wealth to the farmer, 1f due care and attention is paid
to the feeding and general management of the same.
Itis therefore, cssential that they should possess the
fullest information upon this subject. It is gratify-
ing to observe the general desire now manifested to
obtain the improved breeds of every kind of stock.
This augwis much for the future prosperity ol the
country; for as the farmess succeed 1n getting better
stock, so will they take the more interest in affording
‘them the proper care and shelter. It he were asked
what constitated the most pleasing landscape to the
farmer, ne would reply : to see grazing upon our
pastures thorough bred Leicesters and South Downs
«and the fiist cross between these produce splendid
stock.) If the County Socicties are worked as they
may be, with energy and judgment, and with the
great assistance received anpually from the Govern-
aent, many of us may hive to see introduced into this
district an abundance of the noble stuck of the Devon,
Durbam, and the Hereford. The last named are
_Kaining in public estimation, But whatever stock
the farmer possesses they must be properly cared for.
‘While regulur feeding is enjoined, we caunot dwell
100 much on the necessity for propes shelter fiom the
cutting north-west winds, an deep saow Storms of
our severc winter,

“He (Mr. Alexander) would desire to comment
upon a very prevailing but erroneous impression
iwhich exists witn regard to young stock, that # s
suffictent if they can only be got through the winter
an auy way; be-towine the best hay, grain and shel-
ter upon the working nnd fatening animals. These
Just are not generally better cared for than they
J:hould be, while the young s'ock is much neglected,

stormsg and cutting wiuds; for it is an .ncontioverti
ble fact, thit less nourishmen: is necessary wheie the
proper warmth of the body is kept up. Numbeiless
experiments have been tried to estublish this point,
one of which he would quote from Prof. Jobnson's
lectures: twenty sheep were kept in the open field,
and twenty others of nearly equal weight ke t uuder
a comfortable shed, they were fed alike for the three
winter months, having each per day 31b linseed eake
31b barley, with alitie hay and salt, and as man
turnips as they wistied to cat.  The sheep in the field
consumed all the barley and oilcake and about 191bs
of turnips each per day, so long as the trinl lasted
and incieased in the whole 512 Ibs; those under the
shed consumed at first as much food as the others,
but after the third week they ate 2 1bs each of turnips
less per day, and in the ninth week 2 1bs less aoain
or only 15 lbs per day. Of the linseed cake t.lxeybals(;
ate about $rd less than the other Iot, and yet increaged
in weight 790 1bs or 278 1bs more than the otherss
this too with nearly 200 1bs less of oilcake any abou{
2 tons less of turnips.”

“The time and manner of securing the different
kinds of fodder, are very material points 1o be con-.
sidered,  After grass has attained to the full size ands
height, it loses by delay in cutting, ard becomes soons
transformed into dry indigestible, woody fibre. The,
same occurs to the straw of the different grai s anqd
corn stalks. Most good favmers coincide 1especting
the early cutting of all the grains on account of the
great additional value of the straw as an article of
lodder. Some wiiteis press the early cutting of the
grains for other reasons. Norton main:nigs that
wheat cut many days belore it is ripe, not anly weighs
heavier, but measures more, that it is better in quality
prodw ing a larger proportion of fine flonr to the
bushel. He (Mr. Alexauder) should like to hear the
opinions of thuse present upon this important point.
We had to dete mine the earliest moment at which it
issafe to Larvest the d.ff1ent crops for the jreserva-
tion of‘the grain.  The great value of pease straw cut
early, in wintering sheep was will hnown; und he
was of opinion that Indian Corn might be grown
wmore extensively with advan.age in this Westerg



