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refped, that they aflced a mafon who was going

over in their fervice whether a wall built with or

without mortar was the ftrongeft ; and by the

event they were made to believe the latter, as no

mortar was ufed for the fort after I left the coun-

try. ' y\
Though every intelligent man in the Bay be-

lieved that the Company was averfe to the making
difcoveries, I could not for fome time help con-

troverting an opinion that charged them with fo

much weaknefs and inattention to their intereft;

but 1 was obliged at laft to fubmit to the evidence

of fafts, among a variety of which they told me
the following

:

•

Governor Knight and captain Barlow being

well affured that there were rich mines to the

northward, from the accounts of the Indians of

thofe parts who had brought fome of the ore to

the factory, they were bent upon making the dif-

covery ; and the governor faid he knew the way to

the place as well as to his bedfide. When they re-

turned to England, therefore, they importuned the

Company to fit them out a fhip and floop to go in

queft of thefe mines ; but meeting with no encou-

ragement, they told the Company, with a becom-
ing fpirit, that // they did not cbufe to equip themfor
this fervicCy they would apply to thofe that zvould do

it chearfully. Upon this the Company complied

;

and they fet out upon the expedition, but were

unhappily loft in the Bay. Thofe who told me
this affured me, that fome of the Company faid

upon this occafion, that they 4id not value the lofs

of thefhip andfloop as long as they were rid of thofe

troublefome men ; and that it was fome time after,

chat they fent Scraggs to the northward to difcover

if they or any of the crew were alive. My infor-

mants could not mention this circumftance withouc

indignation •, and juftly obfervsd, that as it was

poffible

ii

!;ii


