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went that day as near as I can judge about 25 miles,
the course partly southwest—The Indian told me we
should next day come to the town, the sun being in such
a direction, pointing nearly south. At night, when
we went to rest, I attempted very often to unty myself,
but the Indian was extremely vigilant and scarce ever
shut his eyes that night. About daybreak he got up and
untied me; he next began to mend up the fire, and as
the gnats were troublesome I asked him if I should make
a smoke behind him—he said, yes. Ithen took the end
of a dogwood fork which had been burnt down to about
18 inches long; it was the longest stick I could find, yet
too small for the purpose I had in view; then I picked
up another smaller stick and taking a coal of fire between
them went behind him; then turning suddenlyabout,
I struck him on the bead with all the force I was master
of; which so stunned him that he fell forward with both
his hands into the fire, but sceing him recover and get
up, I seized his gun while he ran off howling in a most
fearful manner.—I followed him with a determination
to shoot him down, but pulling back the cock of the
gun with too great violence, I believe I broke the main
spring. I pursued him, however, about thirty yards,
still endeavouring to fire the gun, but could not; then
going back to the fire I took his blanket, a pair of new
mokkisons, hishoppes, powder horn, bullet bag, (together
with the gun) and marched off, directing my course
toward the five o’clock mark : about half an hour before
sunset I came to the plains which I think are about six-
teen miles wide. I laid me down in a thicket till dark,
and then by the assistance of the north star made my
way through them and got into the woods before morn-
ing. I proceeded on the next day, and about noon



