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S ;‘.The values of the prmclpd Retnrns of the District for the three Outﬁts a.mount to
o £5 888 £5,031, and £5,423, and. the C'-ount:ry Accounts sbow the followmo results. ‘
R “’f,Outﬁt 1874 ‘""\.".-": s apparcnt Proﬁt, ,‘ 34,6.-1 o
Outht 1875 . ... UL 1,448
.:':V'Outﬁt 1846»"'! U ‘fLoss,‘ S e s g218

L ?*Upon the larf'e ‘amount of Capxtnl employed in the Dnstm.t, SlOb,OOO the abovc rcsnlt A
. 1s most. dxsappomtm Even in 1874 the proﬁt is less than 5 per cent. When Cash Sales’ to.

- the amount of $17,000 are conmdered and are supposed to represent a certmn amount of

profit made, the Fur Trade would appem: to be carm.d on in this Dlstnct at a ln.rr'e amount
-of Ios L : - :

. Mr Lu.mz the Officer in charge, reports that hx.s Remms were equal to those of former
Yy m, but of smaller amourit, owing to the reduced rates at which they are vnlued. Musquash
- were very searce, but all other F: ur-benrmg animals were to all appearance as numerous as
they have been for several years past.  The Government had opened a large retail store at
Fort Francis, which, besides supplymn' the wants of the men cmployed on the Canal, was
open 1o the public and the Indians. Mr. Liriie also reported the presence of several parties
of Fur Traders in Lac la- Pluie District during Outfit 1876, but he cbserved that beyond
_putting the Company to some extra expense in opposing them, they did not affect the
‘ Compam much or ennch themselves.

Mr. LiLrie does not appear to have realized the fact that for the last two Outfits at
least the business of his District has been carried on at a loss to the Company.

Since the fofeﬂomg was written we have received from the Chief Commissioner a
report of a visit to Lac la Pluie District made by Inspecting Chief Factor McTavisk last
month. He found that since the close of Outfit 1875, the Indian debts had laroelv mcreesed,
and a want of judgment had been shown by the Officers in charge of Outposts in dealing with
the Indians. Since the commencement of the construction of Governmert works at Fort Francis,
the Indians in that neighbourhood have hunted few Furs. Mr. McTavism found the
stock of gouds in the District double what it ought to have been. The Officer in éhnrge had
been directed to set aside for other Districts all goods not required by him. Next Qutfit, North
West Angle and the Cutstation of English River will be given up, and if found practicable
the Outsta.txons of Whitefish Bay and Eagle Lake will be closed. The staff of clerks and
servants will conscquenfly be reduced. ‘

A former servant of the Company, named Lacvrexsox, hud carried on amost reckless
and unproﬁtable trade in the District, which l\epb the prices of Furs very high.

Mr. MC'TAVISH ,r‘ep'orts that the whole District is, and for the last three or four years
has been, in a state of transition. That portion surrounding Fort Francis will, us soon as the
Canal is tinished, return to its normal state, as the Cunal is not likely to be of any service as
a highway, and When the Indians cannot find employment on the Public Works, some of
them will be oblwed to hunt for a living.

- YORK FACTORY AND COAST POSTS.

' These Posts are supplied from England by way of Hudson's Bay, and their Returns

are sent home annually by the Company’s own ship. Since the removal of the Depédt of the
* Northern Department from- York Factory to Fort Garry, York Factory has greatly declined
in unportance At the conmencement of Outfit 1874, York Factory had still on hand a large
~ assortment of goods for the trade of Inland Districts.
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