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The Reality of Experience
The subject of experience is receiving
more attention to-day than perhaps
ever before. It may be because the

Christian faith has been so challenged |

by its enemies, both on speculative and
practical grounds. There has been a
great deal of speculation about Chris-
tianjty during the war, and assertions
of its failure. Mr. Chesterton’s answer
to it all is terse and effective: *Chris-
‘tianity has not been tried and found
wanting; it has been found difficult and

got tried.” It has been said, too, that
the doctrine of God has been out of
pelation with the facts of life. The sol-

diers when in France, they sgy, when
repeating the Creed would say: “I be-

lieve in God the Father,” but would
absolutely refuse to use the word
“Almighty.”” They failed to see how a

Loving Father, if He were Almighty,
could allow such a tragedy to take place
ae that which they were going through,

A:mnid all this tempest in thought, this

shattering of speculative ideas, some.
things have remained unshaken and un-
disturbed. Christianity has not been
Qiacredlted, because men and nations
$ot into trouble by rejecting it. The
‘eonception of God, both Iloving and
almighty as disclosed by Jesus Christ,
remains. He has not ceased to be
almighty because some have repudiated
His infinite moral power. He has not
ceased to be Father because some have
deliberately run amuck with weapons to
wound their brothers and sisters.. The
reality of Christian experience has not
been ruin amid ‘the wreckage of life.
Experience of the good and beautiful
can never be discounted by the appear-
ance of the false or bad.
. Experience has a etrong . evidential
value’ in ‘favor of the reality of Chris-
tianity. It witnesses to the reality of
& Divine power in a man's life. It cries
out to the whole world: “We know that
we have passed from death unto life.”
and ‘calls upon men and women to share
that: reality, Science and philosophy are
"both beginning to recognize the reality
gand value of Christian experience. It
is something proved by life rather than
by logic, and although it lies behind
gense experience, and not obvious to
the senses as are the facts of the phy-
gical world, yet acientists and _philo-
sophers are beginming to realize that
men’s upward thought can be met by
Qﬂ'l descending revelation and love.
In this connection Dr. E, Y. Mullins. of
Lonisville. has said: ‘“Nobody now
Poudbts the existence of radium, and
yet it has been bombarding the universe
geong and under the very nose of sci-
#nce, and yet it was only discovered
yesterday and already threatens ia
revolutionize science. Religious: experi-
ence is the radium of the spiritéal uni-
verse, which needs only discovéry to
revolutionize any man’'s thought as to
life and destiny.”

The reality of Christian experience is
8 clear proof of the Deity of Christ. and
His presence in such an experieacs. No
man has the moral resources to trans-
form himself. Man may lop off certain
evil habits, but he cannot of himself

. transform his life and character The
fnoral gravitation of man is not unbward.
As someone has remarked: “You cannot
combine moral shadows by any sort of
u"niiula.tion and produce moral sup-
ghine,” Christ answers the call. A new

enters the man. A moral trans-
tion follows and man enters into
a8 new experience.

, The reality of experience is seen in
the sphere of practical life. The great
ibymna of the church give voice to that
(mmy. The Christian biography of the
‘world gives conclusive evidence of it.
Read the story of the lives of men like
John Wesley, Willlam Wilberforce,
William Carey, David Livingstoae,

John Bunyan, Hugh

| r, Dean \Stanley, St. Augustine

a lnnumen.b“ others, and you will

: tably come to the passage which

bes a spiritual crisis commonly

: as conversion. The biographars

3 " ¢f these great men have not been cor.-

tors attempting to deceive the
public. They have merely recorded a
definite practical experience in the lives
those men from which everything
dates.

_ Rationalism has no weapon with which
it can overthrow the Redemptive experi-
encés in the lives of men. History can
Produce many in all centuries of
whom it can be said: ‘‘One thing I know
that whereas I was blind now I see.”
. Bradlaugh once challenged the late
ugh Price Hughes to debate on Chris-
tlanity. Mr, ‘Hughes quickly sent this
reply: “Certainly. Nothing would he
re pleasing to me, but as debates on
conventional lines usually lead to noth-
ing, let us hold a debate on new lines.
1 will undertake to bring one hundred
: men and women on to the plat-
. of St. James’ Hall ,who ghall wit-
Bess to the saving work of Christ in
A lives. You can cross-examine them
&8 much as you like. But you, on your
are to bring one hundred men and
n who have been redeemed from a
1 life by your atheistic teaching.”
; debate never materialized. Mr.
m;uzh was too wise to suffer a
: c collapse. He may have been
elever in opposing theories of theology.
He knew the hardships of running up
. practical experience. The au-
ty of experience is final. It can-

‘mot be gainsaid,
' 4 Christiis the key to all religious ex-
pert Christianity invites men into
g‘ and people the world over are en-
tering into it. People who differ in
Wnﬂ (mtetiltics, in mental out-
ook and in eoglal status, are witnessing
to its reallty. The final test of any
) . is the type of character it pro-
. @uces. When other religions 6r philo-
aophies of religion, produce their Pauls,
Augustines, Bunyans, Mullecs, Living-
stone d Sam Hadleys, then we might

attack the mflitia department for its]
parsimonious policy.

If The Star would
hunt up the Hansards of last
it would find that one of the principal
lines of attack upon the Government on

take the pains to
session

the part of the Oppoesition, which
it is mnow supporting, was for
travagance of the militia expenditures. |

Hon, Mackénzie King is still directing
his fire on the militia devartment for
the same reason. In his Prince Albert
{sps‘evh he attacked the Government be-
| cause there were to-day 194 armories |
‘ in Canada, which were being maintained
in time of peace at great expense. Not |
a solitary |

|
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|
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|
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|
|

one of these armories was |
[built by either Union Government or |
ithv Meighen administration. Would he |
to-day close all these armories through- |
out Canada? Judging by the war record |
of himself and his party he probably

would. However, he would soon hear
from the K militia and veterans of
Canada.

Mr, King, as a contrast to the militia
expenditures, said that there were only
| 25 experimental farms in Canada. The
experimental farm policy was inaugu-
rated in 1886 by the late Sir John
Carling when he was minister of agri- |
i culture, four stations being established.
| From 1896 to 1911, when the Liberals |
i were in power and Mr. King a Cabinet i
]minister, this number was only in-
creased by seven. Since 1911, when the
Borden Government took office, thirteen
additional farms have been started.

Mr. King is also quoted in his Prince
Albert speech as saying that the latest
revenue figures show that out of a total
{of $220,000,000 only $200,000 had been
spent in agriculture, If Mr, King is not |
misquoted he has made a statement |
which he as a member of Parliament |
must know is false. He sat in the
House last session when the estimates
were passed and the agricultural vote
was some four millions. In addition to
this vote there is a statutory estimate
of over a million a year divided among
the provinces for agricultural education,
as a result of legislation passed by the
Borden Government. Altogether five
times as much is spent to-day on agri-
culture as when Mr. King’'s party went
out of power in 1911, More money
could be well spent in agriculture, but
Mr, King’'s attempt to represent that
the farming industry is being sacrificed
for the development of the militia is a
cheap political play and as easily
exposed as his other charges against
the Government,

As for The Toronto Star, it should
devote its onslaught for the situation
which exists in the Queen City in re-
gard to armory accommodation upon
its Liberal friends and not the militia
department.

The Poet La.u;eate 's Defense

The British poet laureate, Robert
Bridges, is acting as defendant of the
Oxford professors who recently sent an
appeal for reconciliation to the profes-
sors of Germanv,

. \

His chief argumént is that such
move will' encourage the
party” in Germany.

Dr. Bridges holds that the saving of
Germany is with the ‘‘moderates.” That
their influence is the one element which
can clarify Germany of her militaristic
and chauvanistic ideas,

It the poet laureate's first argument
is sound, then this new Gxford move-
ment may bring about the healing of
the Geérman nation.

As yet, however, the world in general
has had no opportunity of judging
Wwhether there is'a moderate “party’” in
Germany. They have not raised their
voice in protest of the things done by
Germany during the awful war days,
nor have they*avowed since any sorrow
for the brutal deeds which stamped Ger-
many as ‘‘the common enemy.”

It is to be hoped that Dr. Bridges

and his associates considered curiously
the effect of their action. It is also
to be hoped that results will justify
their effort to bring about u reconcile-
ment between the professional men of
two countries that wore their rue with
such a difference.
The second argument, urged in favor
of the overtures, bears close to the
capital Christian tenent—the greater
the offense, the more ugly the offender;
the greater the need of forgiveness on
the part of those injured,

The latter argument stands undis-
puted. It is admittedly a supreme
philosophy.

The Oxford professors have shown
the courage of their counvictions. We
can do nothing less than wish for a
happy development.

a
“moderate

Government Employees in
Politics

The question as to whether Govern-
ment, employees should be allowed to
enter politics, which has been raised by
the dictum of President Hanna, of the
Canadian National Railway, is not so
simple as it appears. At first blush the
idea of refusing railway workers the
right to become political candidates,
even if they are Government employees,
seems absurd.

There is, though, to-day an increasing
desire to keep politics out of the Gov-
ernment service and to abolish all
patronage. If workers for the pubiic
are to become candidates, then other
public employees have an equal right to
take part in political campaigns. If a
boiler worker is entitled to run as a
Labor candidate, other employees have
the same right to enter the lists for the
regular parties. The result would be
that the civil service would be in
danger of becoming a regular vortex
of politics,

It is not so many years ago that a
Liberal Government in Nova Scotia
actually disfranchised all civil servants
in that province. There was a time
when Australia disfranchised its public
employees. The Commonwealth has |
restored the franchise, but distinctly
forbids either civil servants or em-
ployees of the state railways seeking
8seats in Parliament.

With the rapid extension of public
ownership a new significance is given
to this whole problem. It ig not a
Question of keeping Labor out of poli-
tics, yas is argued in some quarters, but
a question as to the advisability of
public servants sitting in Parliament
and voting their own salaries and
salary increases.

NOTE AND COMMENT

The man who is slave to himself is
the super-bondsman

Btatic electricity:—A nervous

The Third Column

THE EASIEST THING.

It’s hard, sometimes hard to keep plug-
ging along
When the game isn’t going your way;
There are times, without doubt, when
your hope flickers out,
And you think it is useless to play;
But just keep in mind that the battle's
not ‘lost
Until all of the fighting is through,
Make a contest of it, do not lie down
and quit,
For quitting’s so easy to do.

The way of a man in all struggles of
life
Is to play to the end of the string;
He may feel that defeat he is shortly
to meet
he'll fight till the last bell shall
ring;
The cowards and quitters drop out of
the fray
Ere ever the finish is due,
They haven’t the heart to go through
with their parts
And quitting’s so easy to do.

But

It’s easy to flinch and it’s easy to whipe
When foes that are stronger assail;

| When your pathway is barred and the

going is hard.
That's the time it is easy to fail;
But while you've a chance don’t give
way to despair,
To yourself and your purpose stay
true,
Malke a battle of it, do not lie down and
quit—
That's the easiest thing you,can do.
—By Edgar A. Guest.

HENRY THE GREAT.
I have hat that cost a pile—hat
prices high have soared—and I take off
that treasured tile, and bow to Henry

Ford. Like many patriotic gents, the
people’s cause I'd aid, unless ’'twould
cost me fifteen cents—and then I am
afraid. I'd gladly make the welkin
ring demanding prices fair; wind
doesn’'t cost me anything, and I have
lots to spare. But when it comes to
selling rhymes at any pre-war rates,
why, I have use for all my dimes, like
all the other skates. But Henry took
a nobler view, and he had higher plans;
he said, “I'll cut the price in two on my
nice tin sedans. What though it means
a mighty loss? My spirit won't be
grieved; the cause is good and coin is
dross when good may be achieved.”
So he indulged in slashing jags, cut
prices many beans; and poor folk
brought their shopping bags and
bought his limousines. And other
plutes beheld the sign, and their price
schedules smashed, and merchant
princes fell in line, and slashed, and
slashed, and slashed. And while we
still have breadth and life, we must not
this forget—'twas ¢ Henry took the
pruning knife and an example set.
—By Walt Mason.

a

FOLLOWING DISCREETLY.

Judge—What do you do?

Prisoner—I follow construction work.

Court Sergeant (examining hands of
prisoner)—That’s correct, your honor,
but he hasn't caught up with it yet.—
Kansas City Star.

HOW HE GOT AROUND IT

Irate Visitor: ‘““Mr, Editor, I've been
told that you have printed in your sheet
that I am the greatest swindler the
world , has ever known,”

Editor: ‘“No, sir! Nothing
paper. In contains only the
news.”

in' my
latest

LITTLE BENNY’S NOTEBOOK.

THE PARK AVE NEWS.
Weather. Days shorter, nites vica
virtue.,
Spoats. Maud Jonson is getting fat-

ter insted of thinner, but the fatter she
is the madder she gets wen sumbody
calls her a female Puds Simkins.

Sissiety. Mr. Sam Crosses tuff cuz-
zin, Mr. Puggy Miller, finished visit-
ing Mr. Cross and went home last

Sattiday, wich wile he was leeving sev-
rel members of sissiety stod up at the
corner and gave 3 cheers to show they
wasent afraid of him or enybody like
him. Among those cheering was Mr.
Benny Pots, Mr. Sid Hunt, Mr. Le-
roy Shooster and Mr. Charles (Puds)
Simkins.
POME BY SKINNY MARTIN
Thats Different

I dont mind going on a trolley car

And I like to go on a train,
I love to go on a merry go round,

But going on a errand is pain!

Intristing Facts About Intristing
Peeple. Sam Cross gets more bad
marks in arifmetic than eny 4 fellows
in the class put together and he wunts
to be he’s harder on rubers on the
end of pencils than enybody elts in
the hole skool.

Lost and Found.
taining 4 sour balls.

Found— Bag con-
Owner can have

bag and 2 sour balls perviding they are
still left.

See Artie Alixander.
—By Lee Pape.

‘the plumbing for

Letters to the Editor

HARD ON HOTEL.

Editor Free If the new hotel
is built according to present plans, Lon-
don is going to be inflicted with another
architectural horror. A drawing of the
new building is exhibited in the window
of Smallman & Ingram’s. It is nothing
but a Tecumseh House suffering from
general hypertrophy or elephantiasis, |
with the addition of a few pilasters near
the roof; placed there, I suppose, to sup- |
port the sky. As a factory or a purely

Press:

commercial building, it would not |,“}:
so bad, although certainly inferior to !
the new Holeproof hosiery. It is a re-

lief to observe that the new university !
buildings promise to have some charac-
ter and are not going to be a meaning-
less waste of bricks and mortar or
stone and mortar, like the new hotel.

Is it not strange that in the States
or Canada no law has yet been passed
to compel people to submit plans for a |
new building, to a civic committee, or
a town planning committee, who would
place the ban on all buildings which
have nothing to recommend them from
a purely aesthetic point of view? It is
against the law for one citizen to hit
another citizen in the eyve with a brick.
Why, then, should we allow that same
citizen to hit people in the eyve with a
building, thereby causing more or less !
pain and discomfort; not to one person |
but to thousands, and not for one day
but for 50 years or more?

The degrading effect of bad architec-
ture on the community in general is
hard to estimate. In Italian cities one |
often hears a pood peasant or work-
man whistling grand opera airs as he
goes along the street. Good music has
been their environment ever since they
were children. Not only are they fa- |
miliar with opera, but the -classical |
music of the mass has also its uplift-
ing effect. Similarly, if people are
brought up in an environment of beau-
tiful scenery, of good architecture, they
get to appreciate these things,

There has been a discussion about
employing American architects. I do
not know who is the architect of the
proposed new hotel, but if we cannot
get anything better in this country I
would suggest trying a Japanese or In-
dian or Kaffir architect. Even the sym-
metrical huts of the South American
Indians and some other tribes are far
superior from an artistic point of view
to many examples of the modern sky-
scraper. There are a number of mod-
ern hotels and educational buildings in
the States possessing character, dignity,
refinement and grace, and there is no |
reason why IL.ondon cannot in her new
buildings have something at least as
good as Mitchell’s drug store, the
Patricia Theater and several school and
commercial building§ that have been
erected; some of them many years ago.

A community without art is a com-
munity without God, for such a lack
implies that the people do not recognize
that there is an ideal world where all
that is evil or degraded or sordid or
unlovely cannot even exist. If we be-
lieve that, we will do our best to make
our environment reflect in some degree |
the beauty of nature, the Divine har-
mony and the rhythm and symmetry.

A short time ago there was exhibited
in a well-known London picture shop a
wonderful etching of Maline’s cathedral,
France; beautiful as a dream of Para-
dise, with a loveliness almost unearth-
ly, which spoke of a kingdom not of this
world. We cannot build like ghat, for
we have not the religious faith which
inspired such marvels as Rheims and
Salisbury Cathedral.

Let us insist that our public buildings
shall at least express all that is best in
modern ‘culture and civilization; not all
that is worst.

CHARLES LUSH.
London, October 28.

AN EXPLANATION.
Editor Free Press: The contractors

who did the plumbing for the new |
building of the Holéproof Hosiery Com- |
pany of Canada, and who are now doing |
the new Medicalf
School, have called my attention to an |
article in a local paper on October 22. |

These people have done the plumbing |
in both of these buildings in strict ac. |
cordance with the Toronto by-law and |

in strict accordance with the by-law

which it was proposed to enforce in this
city. In justice to the owners of the |
above buildings and to the ccmtracmr,I
I think you should make plain that noi
matter what is the general condition of
the plumbing in this city, the plumb-
ing in the two above mentioned build-
ings is first-class in every respect.

I feel, as consulting engineer for the
owners of both of these buildings, that
I should call your attention to this mat-
ter and I believe that Mr. James Young,
the city plumbing inspector, will heart-
ily agree with me.

I believe that Mr. Buchanan, general
manager of the Public Utilities Com-
mission, and who is superintending the
work at the new Medical School, will
also be glad to bear me out in stating
that the plumbing work done at that
building is first class in every respect
and is a credit to the board of gover-

dence on Wellington

peared !

burglar?

for bonds.

[N

Richmond Street,

Against the Sill

Sunday afternoon,

hurried investigation—an open window—a
ladder against the sill—the thief had disap-

Fortunately, the owner heard him.

Next time—mnobody home—bearer Vie-
tory Bonds, debentures and valuable docu-
ments are stolen—probably lost forever.

Are you holding your bonds for

An inspection of the Canada Trust Com-
pany’s Safe Deposit Vault will convinee you
that your home is a decidedly unsafe place

Private Safe Deposit Boxes, $3.00 per an-
num. Access during office hours.
key. No two keys alike.

mCCoMP]}S\S('{ ‘

“The Execu.or For Your Estate’

Opposite
Office, Chas. J. Clar’;e, Manager.

October 27. A resi-
street—a footstep—a

a

Private
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Select any price material you wish from the stock, comprising Serges in many weights, Fine
and Heavy Twills or Wool Tricotines, -Gabardires, Santoys, Amazons, Broadeloths, Fancy Plaids,
Check and Stripe Golf Skirtings, Tweeds; in fact. any fabric in the stock, or if you prefer a silk i
skirt, choose a plain or fancy. There’s no limit s to what price you wish to pay or kind of fabrie

you select from.

You have a selection of four skirt styles, eact showing a model made up. Newest fashions and ?
lines for young and old, comprising One-piece Skirts, gathered across back, neat set-in pockets, but- |
ton trimmed; another model in two-piece style; also the pleated model, for plaid or plain materi-
als, is very smart and economical for quantity oi goods.
exceptionally neat Skirt, imparting the proper lines of to-day’s mode. : I

Select your style, buy the necessary quantity of goods, have your measurements taken, and f
for $2.68 we will make and supply all trimmings. Every Skirt will be tried on before finishing to

Sale of ,
Odd Pieces of Furniture

insure satisfaction.

For Living-Room, Bedroom and Dining-Room At One-
Half, One-Third and One-Quarter Off i

OCTOBER 30,

18

On Monday We Commence Takin _
Orders For Making Skirts To Your

Measure, Including
All Trimmings, For

PSS e

Wool or Silk i

Many do not wish to purchase complete suites.

Furniture, Odd Buff

In Bedroom Furniture we have Odd Beds, Dressers,
Chiffoniers and Dressing Tables; in Dining-room

ets, China Cabinets and

T'ables; in Living-room Furniture, Odd Chairs and

Chesterfields. In no case have we more than one

article of any pattern,
these.

hence the big reductions on

DRESSERS, ONE-THIRD AND
ONE-QUARTER OFF

Walnut Dresser, half priee
Ivory Dresser, one-third off
Large Dresser, walnut finis

, sale price .............$92.50
, sale price ..............$40.00
h, one-third off, sale price $66.65

Walnut Finish, one-quarter less, sale price..........$26.75
Oak Finish Dresser, one-quarter less, sale price ... ...$26.75

ODD CHIFFONIERS AND CHIFFROBES,

ONE-QUARTER

TO ONE-HALF OFF

Walnut Chiffrobe, one-third off, sale price...........$90.00
vory Chiffrobe, one-third off, sale price ...........$55.00

Walnut Chiffonier, half pri
Walnut Finish Chiffonier,

ce, sale price ............$55.00
ane-quarter off, sale price $48.50

Fumed Oak Chiffonier, one-quarter off, sale price. . ..$37.50

Quarter-cut Oak Chiffonier,

one-quarter off, sale price $37.50

DRESSING TABLES,

ONE-QUARTER

Walnut Vanity Dresser an

Walnut Vanity Dresser, one-third

Genuine Mahogany Dressi
price e
Walnut Dressing Table, on

TO ONE-HALF OFF

d Bench, half price, sale price. .
ceiee.....$78.00
ff, sale price. ..$105.00
1g Table, one-quarter off, sale
e.e....$60.00
$70.00

e-half off, sale price

Walnut Dressing Table, ene-quarter off, sale price. . .$60.00

Walnut Finish Dressing Table, one-third off, sale price
- Natural Finish Satin Walnut (Gumwood),

price ..

*e s e cesneea

AFTERNOON TEA,
3 to 5.30.

Dining-Room—Fourth Floor,

$40.00
one-third off, sale

cee eeia......$40.00

*t e s

For the stout figures you will find an I

Ve

$2.68

, All Skirts tried on before finish- -

ing lo insure salisfaction. It is some-
: time since we have been in a position
lo offer our customers special-price
skirtmaking. The offer now comes
) when most appreciated because of
the difficully generally to-day in
having malerials made up, owing to
the scarcily of dressmakers’ helpers.
Many ladies have been eagerly
waiting, and undoubtedly Monday
morning at 9 o’clock will see a great
number of orders taken. We advise
early placing of orders, because
there will be a limit to the number of
Skirts to be made. Here are the par-
\ ticulars -

| To Have An
|\ Accordion~
Pleated
Skirt,
Made and

. Trimmed,

For $3.48

{  There’s a big
demand for Aec-
| cordion-pleated
Skirts and you
will agree this
is a small price
for the supply-
ing of sewings,
trimmings and
making of this
style. Buy any
priced kind of
wool or silk ma- | °
terial that will [ * :
|l. pleat satisfae-
torily and have
it ‘made: ang
| trimmed for...

ceeean... $8.48

,& NOVEMBER REC ORDS
' ON SALE ON MONDAY
—Victrola Depariment, T hird Floor—

}i “HIS MASTER'S VOICE”
|

BUFFETS, ONE-THIRD AND
ONE-QUARTER OFF

1 only Walnut Buffet, William and Mary, one-third off, sale

price P .....$90.00
1 only Old English Oak, one-quarter off, sale price $117.50
1 only Fumed Oak, one-quarter off, sale price ......$100.00
1 only Fumed Oak, one-quarter off, sale price ......$45.00
1 only Fumed Oak, one-quarter off, sale price .......$48.76

CHINA CABINETS, HALF PRICE
3 only Walnut, sale prices........$40.00, $45.00 and $60.00

ODD CHESTERFIELDS AND CHAIRS,
ONE-THIRD AND ONE-QUARTER OFF

1 only Chesterfigld, of the very highest grade, slightly shop-
worn. One-third off, sale price ...... $239.00

v 1 only Chesterfield, pillow arm. One-quarter off, sale price. .
A LA LA AR ceee......$225.00

1 only Chesterfield. Onte-quarter off, sale price......$90.00
1 only Three-piece Set, Chesterfield, Chair and Rocker, up-
holstered in fine quality tapestry. One-quarter off, sale
price, Chesterfield $150.00, Chair and Rocker, each, $60

........... * s s ee s .. e s

Furniture Department—Third Floor.

viCTROLAS

And His Master’s Voice Records.
+ Third Floor.

i
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