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|THE LOCAL CAMPAIGN.

In pursuuﬁce of its usual custom of

attempting to give its readers some idea .

of the strength of the respective candl-
dates as the campaign progresses, the
Colonist has been endeavoring to teach
a conclusion on that point while yet
there are ten days’ work to be done be-
fore the polls open. The opinion that
will be exf)reased herein is not derived
from conversation with party workers.
Such persons may be relied upon to take
a rosy view of the chances of their re-
spective candidates. It 1is based upon
the remarks that have fallen from. the

lips -of a numbeér of persons on ‘both |

sides of ‘politics, many of whom were
told that the aim of the inquirer was to
form an opinfon of the set of: public
opinion. The conclusion we haye reached
is that, as things are today, :Mr. Bar-
nard stands to be elected by a very sub-
stantial majority. It is right to(give
the reasons which explain this fact as-
we see them. Each reader can judge for
himself as to their sufficiency.

Victoria is normally an uncertain con-
stituency. There is a large vote that
cannot be placed with any degree of cer-
tainty in advance of a campaign; but
there are some factors that can be rclied
upon as trustworthy. Omne of these is
that there is in this city a large, influ-
ential and active element that is opposed
to reciprbcity on principle. Those who
compose it are not influenced at all by
what may be said on either side about
prices of commodities or the effect of
the agreement upon . trade. They look
upon any trade agreement with the
United States as a dangerous thing, and
for two reasons, one of them being that
they believe it will militate against Can-
ada's connection with the Empire, and
the other is that they dread the effect
upon Canada herself of any trade com-
pact with the United States. This fac-
tor in the electorate is more numerous
than the element that is predisposed to
favor reciprocity.

A second factor in the case is the un-
popularity ‘of the Laurier government
in this city; an unpopularity largely due
to the fact that this city has received
very scant consideration at the hands
of that government during the fifteen
vears it has been in power. Victorians
have seen great public works undertaken
in other parts of Canada, but they have
seen - little or nothing done by the Ot-
tawa government for the up-building of
their city and the development of Van-
couver island.

A third factor in the case is the dis-
appointment to which Victorians have
been subjected by reason of the failure
of the government to make good its un-
dertakings in. regard  to,the maintain-
ance of the defences and the garrison,
and the complete absence of any evi-
dence that justice will be done this part
of Canada in the matter of naval con-
struction.

We have no doubt that the Liberal
party recognizes their local weakness
because of these things, and this is
evident because from the opening of the
campaign until yesterday, the effort of
Mr. Templeman's supporters has been to
win over the workingmen’s vote. Not
only has this effort been a.failure, but
it is certain that a large element of
that vote has been alienated. The at-
tempt to stampede workingmen by tell-
ing them that the cost of living will be
reduced has been an utter failure. We
do not say that some persons do not
believe it, but those who take the most
stock in the claim hold that wages will
fall if the price of commodities falls, A
very large number of workingmen hold
that labor is a commodity and will de-
preciate in price as other commodities
depreciate in price. Their vote will cer-
tainly not be thrown for reciprocity.
But there are hundreds of workingmen
who refuse to accept it as proved that
reciprocity means cheaper living, and
who will not vote for the candidate of
a government which has recently been
guflty of two acts which are calculated
to prejudice the interests of labor. One
of the acts is the declaration of mem-
bers of the government in favor of the
substitution of an agreement with China
for the head-tax. Workingmen refuse
tc believe, and with good reason, that
any such .agreement will restrict Chinese
immigration. The other act is the re-
laxation of the immigration' regulations
which was intended to permit the en-
trance of contract labores into the pro-
vince, and was the means whereby a
large number of cof\tract laborers were
admitted. These two acts will cost Mr.
Templeman hundreds of votes.

We sum the situation up as follows:
The anti-reciprocity party is stronger
in Victoria than the reciprocity party—
We mean by this that those who will
vo‘.e for Mr. Barnard simply because he
is opposed to reciprocity are ‘stronger
numerically than those who will vote
for Mr. Templeman because he is in fa-
vor of reciprocity; that is, reciprocity is
unpopular in Victoria. The advécat}a of

am ¢ reasons which explain what
-we think 1s the presént temper of the

Barnafd by one of the largest majorities
riven in Victorfa in many years for a
Conservative candidate. BT
Discussing the annexation of Can-
ada to the United States, which it re-
. gards as an issue “that will develop
some day,” the Seattle Times says “if
the United States manifested a desire
to invite Canada to enter the fold, it
is a surety. that sober men in the Do-
minion would give the subject serious
and probably not unfavorable consider-
ation.” | The Times dées not know what,

a good deal sald about anmexation ‘dur-

adian, Bober or otherwise, has yet to
be heard from who will admit that he
would view a proposal to that effect
with any feeling other than detestation.

The Seattle Times may as well ‘get
this fact thoroughly into its mind.
There is absolutely no sentiment in Can-
ada in favor of annegatfon. 'If the op-
ponents of reciprocity have declared
against it because they fear it as the
stepping stone. to annexation, the ad-
vocates of the agreement have been no
less vigorous in declaring their disbelief
in any such consequence. There is at
least one subject upon which the pub-
lic men and the public press of Canada
are a: unit, namely in the refusal to
admit that they consider annexation a
contingency that will be favorably con-
sidered by ‘the Canadian  people. If
there is one question in favor of which
no candidate dare appeal to a Canadian
constituency it is annexation to the
United States. The public speaker who
would advocate annexation 'would be
driven from any platform in Canada by
an lnaignant ‘audience; the newspaper
that would venture to advocate it would
seée its circulation melt away like snow
under a July sun. Let the Times and
every one else in the United States get
this idea well through their skulls,

Just one thing more, and at present
it is ti\p most important thing in this
connection. There are thousands of
Canadian voters, who have always here-
tofore been favorable to the idea of
reciprocal trade , relations with the
United States but Y(ill vote against the
Laurier government' on the issue of
reciprocity for no other reasc;n than
that men of prominence in the TUnited
States have chosen to 100k upon recipro-
city as a first step towards annexation,
They are not going to stop and reason
it out with themselyes whether recipro-
gity ought to have such a tendency, or
whether it will have it. Some of them
are quite ready to -admit that as a
mere matter of trade the proposed
agreement might have its advantages.
But when it is asserted by public men
and public newspapers in the United
S.tates that they favor the measure be-
cause they believe it vyill lead to the
absorption of the Dominion by that
country, the thousands of voters re-
ferred to dismiss every other thought,
and will work and vote against recipro-
city to ‘the utmost of their power. The
manner in which this one thought is
taking the place of all others in the
mind of electors is proof, which even
the Seattle Times must admit conclu-
sively, establishing that the day, is far
distant when any one in this country
will give favorable consideration to po-
litical union with the United States.

THE FUNDAMENTAL ISSUE

You may or may not be impressed
by the argument that the closer trade
relations that will be engendered by a
reciprocity agreement with the United
States will weaken our connection with
the Empire. You may or may not be-
lieve that under the specific agreement
now before the electorate the cost of
living will be reduced. You may or may
not assent to the proposition that com-
petition from the United States will in-
juriously affect certain Canadian indus-
tries. You may or may not fear that
the rapid exploitation of its natural
resources, which reciprocity is expected
to bring about, 'will be hurtful to the
country. But no matter what your
opinion may be upon these points, you
cannot hope to prove that the commer-
cial indepesdence of Canzdu can be
maintained after the Canadian people
have assented to the policy, which is
submitted to them for their approval
by the Laurier ministry. )

Our position on this question is not
only that the agreement negotiated by
Messrs. Fielding and Paterson is in it-
self objectionable, but that the principle
involved in the regulation of the Can-
adian tariff by any agreement with the
government at Washington is indefen-
sible. 'We are told from time to time
that the Conservatives in former times
favored reciprocity. Undoubtedly they
did so, and undoubtediy their = course
was justified by the® conditions tihai

it s talking .about.” There has been

ing the past few months, but the Can-.
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commercial and _ﬂn‘nnéw;,ru‘nrest ;which
mars the present and beclouds the fu-
ture of thai country, the great “com-
bines which ‘control its Industrial pros-
perity, the selfish interests  which con-
trol its legislation. These things were
almost non-existent. fn 1891. We. are
also referring to the spirit of national
arrogance which has grown. up during
the bast two demdei.' a  spirit -which
will render:any true  spirit of reci-
procity between the two countries:im-
possible. I8 there any man who be-
lieves for a moment that, once we have
entered into a trade '‘agreement of any
kind whatever with the United States,
the interests in . that country, which
will profit thereby, will not seek in
future to control Canadian fiscal legis-
lation? If any man does so believe he
must be credulous in the extreme.

A nation such as éanada is cannot
hope to remain fiscally independent of
a nation like the United States, with
which it is co-terminous for three
thousand .miles, and with which it will
steadily become more closely bound by
any trade agreement that can be ne-
gotiated. 'We took this objection to the
reciprocity negotiations when they were
inaugurated. We repeated it at times
during the progress of the negotiations.
We raised it again when the nature of
the agreement was announced.

Our position has been that Canada
ought to retain absolutely in her own
hands the regulation of her own trade,
and while we cencede that this right
is nominally reserved by the reciprocity
agreement, it is not and cannot be pre-
served to us. A man:in the swift cur-
rent above Niagara Falls may be free
to swim as he will, but he will be

. carried over the cataract just the same

as if he were tied hand and foot.

The evening paper charges the Col-
onist with violatlng_the principles. of
common’ law by con'imenting' upon a
case which the Police Magistrate had
taken under advisement. There are two
answers to this charge. One of them
is that the Colonist did nothing of the
kind, its comments being directed
wholly against the action of the gov-
ernment in issulng /instructions that
were shown by the evidence of the case
to exist. This was made absolutely
clear in the article referredd to by our
contemporary. In the second place, the
Colonist is fully aware of the rule that,
pending the determination of a case
that is before the c¢ourts, if a news-
paper comments upon it, it does so at
its peril and is subject to such penalties
as are proper for contempt of court;
but it also knows that, if the public
interests so demand, there is no stage
in which a ‘suit or prosecution may be
when a newspaper ought through fear
of the consequences of proceedings for
contempt, hesitate for a moment in
making such comments as seem called
for. The courts haVe never yet been
able to muzzle the British press, al-
though they have sometimes tried to do
so.

The evening Liberal peper says that
every independent paper in Canada is
advocating reciprocity. The indepen-
dence of our contemporary in political
matters is like Halley’s comet—not vis-
ible to the naked eye.

The wheat crop of the Prairies-is un-
doubtedly the largest on record and not-
withstanding the reports sent out for
the purpose of bulling the market is a
wonderful one and ﬁrill fill the pockets
of the farmers w'lth cash.

‘A strongmf the Brit-
ish Press Association will be at the
Empress on Sunday night, and will be
suitably entertained by the Provincial
Government, who have placed the in-
vitations in the hands of the Victoria
Board of Trade.

‘“Is This Bowser’'s Latest Scheme—
Or Part of Tory General Campaign?”
The local Liberal paper asked this
startling question in vivid head-lines on
Tuesday. Having read the Seattle des-
patch over which the question was placed,
we  think we are safe in reaching the
conclusion that it is simply a night-
mare  induced by an overdose of Labor
Day.

Dominion Revenue.

OT1TAWA, Sept. 8,.—The total revenue
of the Dominion ‘for the first five
months of the fiscal year was $52,036,-
616, as compared with $45,830,370 for
the. same period last year, an increase
of $6,206,246. For August alone the
revenue was §11727,444, an increase of
$1,6562,614 over August, 1910. The ex-
penditure for the five months totaled
$29,526,630, as compared with $27,546,-

017 in August, 1910, an increase of two
millions.* 5

: bnt tem “Canada has changed for the better; the |
constituency, and it is favorable to M. | | ‘

This store offers every ‘‘reason why” you should not wait. E verything here for your home, and just as you want it. Yqu will
be able to have a nicely furnished home, and your furniture of.the highest quality and reasonable price, if you will visit this
store of ours and see the largest assortment of Home Furnishings in Western Canada.

Enameled Iron Bed $14.00

Full size ‘Iron Bed, plain,
neat design, heavy continuous
posts and heavy fillers; nice
smooth castings, rich white
cream, enamelled finish. Bed
couldn’t be  duplicated else-
where for this price we quote.

We have a large variety of
WHITE ' ENAMEL IRON
BEDS to choose from, at prices up
from .

iee 34
Foot Rests at $3.00

In better design than illustra-

tion; frame in either golden
or Early English finish, top
upholstered in genuine lea-
We
have a wide variety to select

ther. A snap at $3

<

from and range

in price, $8.00 to ....

mfo-rt Rockers

$5.50

A mighty nice Oak Rocker—
full quarter sawed, golden
or Early English finish. A
solid, well braced Rocker,
well made and neatly fin-
ished, exceedingly comfort-
able "and very "attractive in
appearance; solid wood seat.
It would be mighty = good
value at $10.00. More than

reasqnable at the
the price of ..... $55.0

Oak Dining Table
ak Dining Table $36
With very heavy massive ped- s

estal base, Colonial design,

44 inch round top, 8-ft, ex-

tension, solid oak rich fumed

finish. This table is well
made and nicely finished, of
very attractive design and
will prove an ornament to
your. home. The price of $36
is more than reasonable.

We have an unequalled variety to choose from. $7 50
°

Prices Stavtiat . ..o i i Lol v AN b SR,

Fir Kitchen Cabinets

-~||ILIDEE
] . Has two bins, are dividel,
one utensil drawer, a mixing
and bread board, nice spruce
top. - A well made, nicely fin-
? ished Cabinet, and mighty rea-

(

sonable at the price named.

-

Oak Buffet Y55~

An excellent little Buffet, all
oak, rich golden finish, similar
to ~ illustration; containing
large linen drawer, three sil-
ver drawers, two nice. roomy
cupboards, bevelled - British
mirror in top, of beautiful de-
sign, at a most -interesting
price.

UNFADABLE CURTAIN MATERIAL.

agents. s
We list a fevs here:
Sundour Madras Muslins from, per yard..........60¢

Sundour Madras Curtains from, per yard

Sundour Casement Fabrics from, per yard.....
Sundour Linen Taffetas from, per yard .......

OUR WINDOW DISPLAY
“SUNDOUR”

CHARMING COLORINGS AND PATTERNS. GUARANTEED NOT
TO FADE

Sundour unfadable curtain and drapery fabrics are revolutionizing the textile trade of tvwwo hemispheres.
colorings approaching them in appearance and they i:ave all the beautiful qualities of the finest old dyes. Various schemes
are shown here in these Sunfast goods, and we wouid greatly appreciate an opportunity  to show you the new arrivals.
Shere is a splendid assortmen of dainty materials, which will give richness and harmonies not possible through th: use of
any other materials, and when yow get these Sundcur fabri-s you have the satisfaction of recciving not only the most at-
tractive curtain and drapery ma.crials, but also of getting the finest quality and unfailing colors.

There are no

We are sole ' toria

Y,

THE STORE THAT SAVES YOU MONEY

Victo‘gia’s
Poptlar

Home

Furnishers

The
House
of
Quality
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