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A CHARACTERISTIC DEBATE.

The debate on the resolution dealing
with the exclusion of aliens from our
placers was a characteristic one. It dis-
closed the nature of the policy which the
present administration proposes to fol-
low in the consideration of important
questions. The members of the govern-
ment had very little to say, but their
supporters were instructed to attack the
oppositipn for, ’pem ting  ithe law tq
come into forge, . Md¢ Smith, in a voice
that he apparently meant to be hear‘d at
Nanaimo, roared out that it was the
duty”of * the opposition - tb  Kkeep ‘the
government from - going wrong, and
hence he argued that as the opposition
had not protested against the passage of

* the law last session, they were estopped
rom objecting to it mow. If Mr.
Smith’s knowledge were equal to his
vehemence he would not advance any
such rubbish, and even he would resent
being put up by the government to talk
such -utter nonsense. The government
of a country is responsible for the meas-
ures which become law, even though
they may not introduce them. 1f the
government cannot defeat a bill in the
house it can recommend its disallowance.
But the law in question *was introduced
by the government. It was oné of the
features of last session’s legislation.
Unless the opposition were prepared to
oppose it, they were in duty bound to
permit it to pass without protest, for the
responsibility rested not upon them but
upon the government, They might very
properly ask for délay, as Mr. Turner
did, but this not being grantéd, it was no
part of their duty to place themselves
on record against the law, especially as
it was rushed through with unprecedent-
ed haste.

Perliaps many members of the oppo-
gition believed then, as the Colonist did,
that the law would work to the advan-
tage of British Columbia, or they might,
as we know some of them in fact did,
entertain no very decided opinions one
way or the other. Twelve months ago
‘a very large number of persons, who
now oppose the law, believed that on the
whole it might prove beneficial, although
they did not deny the foree of much that
was alleged against it. They have seen
their error. The extraordinary thing is
that the government has not realized that
a mistake was made. Here is where
the responsibility of the government
comes in—that is, for introducing the
law in the first instance and rushing it
through the house before it could be
fully considered, and next in failing to
see that the law had proved mischievous,
and omitting to iutroduce # measure
looking to its repeal. That the law has
werked evil is' shown by the fact that
the government proposes to amend it by
providing that. aliens may. purchase
placers. This was one of the points
against which the government was very
firm a year or so ago. The proposed
amendment is very unsatisfactoty, as we
shall endeavor to show when the meas-
ure is brought down. At present we
are discussing only the very extraordin-
ary position which the government has
taken in this matter, its attempt to
evade the responmsibility of its own act,
and its unwillingness or inability to

- grasp what the country requires in the
premises. s
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! A BONUS OR A GUARANTEE,

"The proposal submitted by Messrs. Bod-
“well & Duff to the city council on behalf
“of their clients differs from that of
.Messrs. Tupper, Peters & Potts, in that it
iproposes a bonus of $40,000 a year, while
the latter proposes a guarantee to that
amount. We do not wish to be under-
stood as opposing the bonus proposition,
for it is better to our way of thinking
than the by-law now before the council.
But we may point out the difference be-
tween a bonus and a guarantee. A bonus
is a fixed sum payable under any circum-
stances, no matter how prosperous the
uandertaking may be in a business sense.
It may pay ite owners a magnificant re-
venue every year, and yet the benus
must be paid just the same. Under no
circumstances can a dollar of what is
paid be got back, nor can the
annual payments be in any way reduced.
A guarantee, on the other hand, provides
for a certain maximum payment annual-
ly, which can never be exceeded, but as
the enterprise becomes profitable may be
reduced and ultimately extingunished.
Thus a bonus of $40,000 a year for 20
years means a payment of $800,000 in
tweniy anpual instalmenfs. A guaran-
fee of 4 per cent. on $1,000,000 means
alse $40,000 a year for the term of the
guarantce, but the liability is only con-
ditional. As soon as the road ‘began to
pay a surplus over its operating expenses,
the excess would be devoted to the pay-
ment of the interest and the liability of
the city would be reduced just so much.

We much prefer the guarantee system.
At is, we ‘think, the true way for a
municipality to- aid a railway. "It fixes

the miaximum liability and the taxpayers|

are relieved as the 'road becomes profit-
ale. The cases in which municipalities
‘have tuken stock in a railway do not
-warrant the belief that this is a wise
method. We are not saying anything
against municipal ownerschip, for we are
‘inclined to think that municipal owner-
ship of railways, tramways and the like
within the municipality and ihtended for
purely local traffic is wise policy. We
recall the case of the city of St. John,
N.B.; which took $500,000 stock in the
railway from that city to Vanceboro, on
the border of the State of Maine, now
a part of the Canadian Pacific. This
stock subscription proved to be simply a
_gift to the company, for the railway pass-
«ed into ‘the hands of the bondholders in

avoid the loss of any stock which the
city of Victoria might take in a railway,
it wounld be nccessary for the citizens to
assume the responsibility of the interest
on any bonds that might be_isaued by the
company. This is why we have con-
tended that the proposed by-law is noth-
ing mare nor less than a proposal that the
city shall subscribe $500,000 stock, guar-
antee any boads that the company may
jssue and m the end assume the Victoria
& Sidney Londs.
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CHOKING DEBATE.

The manner in which the government
con uctﬁ";he business of the house ‘is
always a' legitimate ‘subject of comment.
YWhen ithe address was: under discussion
the members of _the government re-
mained silent, so far as any reply to the
‘opposition on questions of policy was
concerned, and shut off debate by em-
ploying the previous question. Mr.
Speaker Forster has ruled that this is a
matter which cannot be mentioned in
the hounse, and the government party
has sustained him on appeal. In the
interest of freedom of debate, which is
one of the safeguards of liberty, the
legislature must at the very earliest
opportunity declare itself not to be
bound by the narrow and tyrannical rul-
ings of Mr. Speaker Forster. There is
_not another British legislature in the
world, where such rulings would be tol-
erated for a single moment. For the
present, unfortunately, British Columbia
is not in the enjoyment of a legislature
conducted on British principles.

We have had a great deal of talk in
the house in regard to loyalty, but it is
a loyalty which seems only to apply to
South Africa. « Money is being freely
offered for the defence of liberty and
equal rights in that far away portion of
the world, while liberty and equal rights
are being denied one half of the mem-
bers of the legislature. = Mr. Forster is
the Kruger of British Columbia, the very
personification of tyranny, the most
striking example of abuse of power that
has ever been in evidence in the history
of this province.

i AL N 1
THE ALIEN LAW.

The Colonist is not above learning from
experience. It must admit that it was
the first paper to bring up the question
of excluding aliens from our placers.
Readers may remember that we invit-
ed expressions of opinion from our pro-
vinecial contemporaries, and that we print-
ed extracts from all the papers which re-
sponded to the invitation. The numeri-
‘cal weight of these opinions was against
the position taken by the Colonist, but one
of them, the Times of this city, hastened
to assure the Colonist that the proposal
was not original with us, but was simply
a revival of an old and popular idea.
The government introduced the law and
the legislature adopted it. We pointed
out at the time that the measure as in-
troduced and passed was exceedingly ob-
jectionable. Experience has shown that
we were quite wrong in favoring that
idea in ‘any shape, and we do not hesi-
 tate to say that in our own view a mea-
sure, which at first sight ‘appeared to
have o much to eommend it, has injured
the province in a business way and great-
ly retarded the development of the min-
ing districts.

What British Columbia needs now
more than anything else is population.
We have a vast area, with abundant re-
sources, and we have not the people to
exploit them, Nor are the people to be
found in Canada. We have not in the
Dominion a sufficient number of min-
ers, and they must be obtained elsewhere.
There is no use in looking to the Mother
Country for them, because they cannot
be found there. We must look beyond
the borders of the British Empire, for
the reason that in that portions of the
Empire where miners are numerous thére
is plenty of virgin ground to occupy their
attention. ' The statistics of mining show
that, although it is true that where pla-
¢er mines are thrown open to the world
a great deal of wealth is taken out of
the country, on the whole a vaster
amount of wealth is brought in by those
who come to exploit the gold. Where
one miner comes and carries away a
considerable  amount of wealth, sev-
eral come here and expend what they
bring with them or what they earn here.
As a general proposition gold costs more
than it is worth.. For example, about a
million dollars were taken out of Atlin
last year.,  'We do not know how many
people yent to Atlin in 1899, but if

suppose that each spent an average of
$500 in transportation, ‘outfits' and
general living expenses we do not think
we are extravagant. That is to say it pro-
bably cost two dollars to win every dol-
lar in gold that was taken out of Atlin
last year. This does not mean that min-
ing is unprofitable to the country, but
quite the reverse. It does not mean that
the majority of the people who go into
the mines lose money, for many of those
who do not make it in mining make it
in other ways,

We . hope .to see the restriction upon
aliens renioved at a very early day The
measure commended itself to  very many,
but we are now satisfied that it was a
mistake. 'If there was any reasonable
prospect that our placers could be ex-
ploited by our own people, we could plead
for the law as it stands with some amend-
ments, so as to permit of the investment
of foreign capital with greater freedom,
but as this is altogether improbable we
hold with Mr. Olifford . that the law
should be stricken from the statute
book. - The government has shown a very
poor appreciation of its duty in the pre-
mises, and since it has not seen its way
clear to deal with the question in a radi-
cal way, it was proper to make the omis-
sion the basis of a vote of want of con-

fidence, e

a very short time and was sold. Tof

we put the namber at four thousand and |

 'marked than in- the United States. It
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. THE NANAIMO MEETING.

The meeting at Nanaimo on Saturday
night was mnot:exactly what might be
called edifying, yet there is much more
to commend & full and open expression
of public sentiment, even if accompanied
with unseemly demonstrations, than that
the month of the public should be closed.
Mr. Joseph Martin is a stormy petrel of
politics, but an occasional tempest is
better than an atmosphere of monoton-
ous indifference. ~With the merits of
the Nanaimo tumult we are not very
much concerned. Whether one gentle-
man or another rtepresents the views
held by the people of Nanaimo for the
time being is not at the present moment
a matter of very great importance. We
do not say that it may not be important
hereafter, but just now nothing special
turns upon it.

What we find to commend in the Na-
naimo meeting is the great earnestness
displayed on both sides. Egrnestness is
one thing that is much needed in this
province. - There is plenty of it in busi-
ness; but there is entirely too little of
it in public affairs. Politics are dealt
with as though the interests of the
people at large, the principles of self-
government, the usages established
through centuries of trial and often
through bloodshed, were of trifling con-
cern. We hope the earnestness of the
people of Nanaimo will be contagious,
although there would be no ‘reasonable
ground of objection if it were displayed
in a less disorderly fashion.

AN INTERESTING PRECEDENT.

In view of the probability that before
many days the government may find
itself in a position to be unable to carry
on the affairs of the province, and may
ask the Lieutenant-Governor to grant
them a dissolution, it'may be interesting
to refer to an incident which occurred
in the New Zealand legislature in 1877.
Sir George Grey was then premier, and
he was sustained on a vote of want of
confidence by the casting vote of the
Speaker. He thereupon asked the Lieu-
tenant-Governor for a dissolution, which
was refused on the following grounds:

That there was no evidence that the
affairs of the country could not be car-
ried on without a dissolution;

That the house was only in its second
session;

That no great issue was at stake;

That there was no evidence that the
government on an appeal to the people
could secure a majority;

That supply had not been voted.

In the course of his memorandum on
the subject the Licutenant-Governor,
Sir Hercules Robinson, one of the most
experiel;ced colonial administrators, said
that the defeat of a vote of want of con-
fidence by the casting vote of the
Speaker could not be construed as an
expression of the confidence of the house.
The opposition, not being any more con-
fident of the result of an appeal to the
people than the government, the advan-
tage gained by the vote was not fol-
lowed up, and the government was able
to pass the estimates, whereupon  the
house was prorogued and the govern-
ment remained in power. The value of
the incident is in the fact that the case
was submitted to the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, and . the Lieutenant-
Governor’s course was fully sustained.
A case of this kind demonstrates in the
strongest possible way the folly of Mr.
Semlin’s threat of a dissolution in the
event of a government defeat.

e

TROUBLE OVER LUMBER.

The Michigan lumbermen, who invest-
ed largely in Canadian timber limits, are
row very much disturbed because of the
order-in-council made at Ottawa prohib-
iting the export of unmanufactured lum-
ber. They want Canadian logs for
their mills and are not willing to move
their plants to our side of the Inter-
national Boundary. Consequently they
have asked the Washington authorities
to impose retaliatory duties upon Cana-
dian manufactured lumber. The Secre-
tary of State was in doubt if the action
of Canada could be called discrimination
against the United States, which only
would authorize the imposition of the
retaliatory duty, and he referred the
question to the Attorney-General, whose
opinion has not yet been made public.
Meanwhile the Secretary of State de-
clines to impose the duty. Here the
matter stands for the present, but the
Michigan lumbermen are not satisfied,
and propese to continue their agitation
until they obtain what they want.
Canada can afford to play a waiting
game in regard to her lumber. Our
supply is large, but the annual consump-
tion of the‘world is steadily increasing,
and nowhere is this increase more

is suggested by the Washington, corres-
pondent -of the Boston Globe that in the
event of a heavy duty being imposed
upon Canadian Iumber. the Dominion
may retaliate by ‘a eorresponding duty
upon some product of the United States;
but we do not think this“is likely, At
the time President Cleveland made his
threat to stop-the shipment of goods
from Canada through the United States
to the Atlantic seaboard, Sir John Mac-
donald was asked if Canada would re-
taliate. He replied in effect that re-
taliation was generally an act of cutting
off the nose ‘to spite the face, and he
never was in faver of that:sort of thing.
Because the United States might be un-
willing to haul Canadian produce over
their reilways or handle it at their sea-
ports, ‘there was neither common sense
nor anything = else which should lead
Canada to refuse to make money out of
handling United States produce. The
view taken by Sir John at that time
might well be followed by the present
government in the ‘event of discriminat-

why by all means let them do without
it. If they prefer to pay a higher price
for a poorer domestic article, we ‘do not
know why Canada should sentence her
people to pay higher for any line of
goods which they are accustomed to buy
in the United States. The people' who
are agitating for this duty say it will
bring Canada to her senses. . Our idea
is that it will be our neighbors who will
experience this. salutary change. After
they have managed to keep out our lum-
ber for a few years and have had to pay
what they admit will be a higher price
for one of the staple articles of consump-
tion, they will only be too anxious to
return to the present condition of things.
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A RAILWAY SCHEME.

There is a bill before the legislature
asking for the incorporation of a com-
pany to build a railway from the head of
Lake Bennett to the summit of Chicoot
Pass. This looks like a very innocent
thing, and as it asks no provincial aid,
there will be some who will be surprised
to hear of any opposition to it. The bill
is only a part of a larger scheme. Its
promoters are associated with some Ta-
coma people, who have filed a memoran-
dum of incorporation in the -State of
Washington for the construction of a line
from Dyea to the summit of the Pass,
and who are to ask the Dominion parlia-
ment for power to build from the foot of
Lake Bennett to a point below- White
Horse Rapids. ‘The idea is to establish
a combined land and water romte from
Dyea to the Yukon, substantially paral-
leling the Yukon & White Pass railway.

We submit that the legislature ought to
consider the project as a whole and not
simply the small part of it covered by the
bill which it is asked to pass. Members
of the legislature ought to be satisfied
that the whole scheme is a feasible one.
Experienced railway men say it _is not.
They say that no competent engineer has
ever pronounced upon the practicability
of railway. construction over the Chil-
coot Pass. This pass is higher than the
White Pass and the distance in which
the elevation must be surmounted is
shorter. An electric lift to hoist a train
up some hundreds of feet and a tunnel
with a 10%% per cent. grade are among
the features, which are lightly talked of
by ‘the promoters of thi§ new undertak-
ing. The wutilization of the water
streiches . will be possible only for the
summer months. We submit that the
legislature should insist upon information
as to the scheme in its = entirety, and
should not treat it as a proposal to build
a few miles of railway in a corner of
this province.

We will be asked why the legislature
should trouble itself about such matters
at all,’and why -it should refuse permis-
sion to anyone to bumild a railway any-
where, provided all he asks is permission.
In reply we say that the legislature is
the custodian«of the rights not only ef
the public, but of the individuals of
whem the public is composed, and when
a tailway proposition is presented to it,
the - details of the enterprise and its
probable intention and effect ought to be
carefully -Scritinized. In the 'United
States general laws have been passed un-
der which any person can build a rail-
way anywhere on filing his plans. This
is not the British system. Our legislature
reserves to itself the right to say what
lines of railway shaill and what shall not
be built, and: when men come before it
asking for a-‘charter, and it is granmted,
they are given something which is under-
stood to be of value. Therefore every
application ought to be examined to sce
in ‘what way it will affect the gunarantees
of charters already in existence. 'The
legislature has seen fit to reserye to it-
self the power to refuse a charter to any-
one, and a person accepting a charter has
warrant for supposing that this powér
will be exercised in cases where it can
be shown that the right granted by a
previous charter will be materially im-
perilled. In other words, there is an im-
plied agreement between the legislature
and those to- whom it grants a franchise,
that, if the grantees proceed in good
faith to take advantage of their charter,
they shall be protected in its enjoyment
unless sound public policy dictates other-
wise., -/

Anything which savors of repudiation
is hateful to British legislatures and to
British public sentiment, and the species
of legislation against which we are argu-
ing is in the nature of repudiation. It
cannot fail to have an injurious effeet
upon the province. Let the case of the
Yukon & White Pass railway be taken
as an example. Here we have a corpora-
tign, which has undertaken the gigantic
task, only a short time ago deemed im-
possible, of constructing a railway from
the Coast into the Yukon valley. For
this purpese they obtained from the leg-
islature-of British Columbia and the Par-
liament of Canada certain rights. Hav-
ing acquired these they made eareful ex-
amination of the country, first to see if a
railway would be likely to be profitable
and then to ascertain it it cewld be con-
structed at a reasonable cest. - Having
reached a favorable comelusion on both
points, they proceeded to expend their
own monéy in the work of eonstructien.
They asked nothing from the taxpayers.
They have alrcady laid eut some $3,000,-
000 in the construction of the line from
the Coast to -Fake Bennett, and they
have now under construction seveniy-one
miles from Bennett to Closeleigh, which
is below the White Horse- Rapids; and
for this portion of the road it is'necessary
to raise and expend about = $2500,000.
The road has to be thoroughly equipped
with rolling stock, and this with the gen-
eral improvements, snow-sheds to be er-
ected, sidings to be put in, and all the
other things ‘connected with a first-class

completed to “Closeleigh, ‘as it will be
next summer, if nothing is dene to pre-

ing duties being imposed upon Canadian

vent, to fully $6,000,000. The company

lumber imported into the United Shtu.{

having been .given & charter-from . the

lime will swell the cost of the road when | pe

legislature and spent this enormous sum
of money under it, have certainly some
rights which the legislature is bound to
respect. A remarkable thing in connec-
tion with this enterprise is the manner in
which it has been financed. Up to the
present every dollar that has gone into
the road has been contributed by the in-
dividual members of the corporation and
their personal friends. At the present
stage it is proposed to iunvite the public to
subscribe for the stock and bonds to
provide funds for the completion of the
undertaking. Now, suppose that the
legislature with all these facts before it
gives a charter to a company which pro-
poses not only to parallel this railway,
but virtually to build upon its right of
way, what will the effect of this second
charter be? Will it not depreciate the
value of the stock and bonds of the com-
pany. The new company may never
turn so much as a spadeful of earth; it
may be content simply to allow its char-
ter to remain, as so many others have
remained, a dead ' letter on the statute
book; but it is the effect upon the money
market, not the effect of competition be-
tween two parallel roads, which the house
ought to consider. The immediate effect
of the new charter will be to render the
financing of the first project very much
more difficult, and that too at a time
when it is difficult enough to float the
best scheme in the London money mar-
ket. Will anyone claim that men of capi-
tal will accept charters from the legis-
lature of this province if their value‘is
likely to be reduced in this way before
the franchise granted can be exercised?
We have been told lately that the pro-
vince ought to refuse any further aid to
railways,and simply grant charters; but if
after we have granted a charter, and the
grantees have expended their millions in
good faith, we are.going to establish the
precedent which the Bennett Lake rail-
way will seek to set up, we may as well
ring down the curtain on railway con-
struction for all time to come under pro-
vincial legislation.

‘We think the legislature will do well to
pause before granting the promoters of
the Bennett Lake railway what they ask
for., If the new line would.open any
portion of Canadian territory that will
not be better served by the line now un-
der construction there might be some-
thing to be said in its favor. But it will
not do so. Virtually the termini of both
lines are the same and virtually they are
both on the same roadbed, after Canadian
territory has been reached, exeept, of
course, where the lakes are utilized. The
persons who are seeking the new charter
re well known. They are enterprising and
aggressive in a business way, but they are
not financially able to construct the pro-
posed railway. If they obtain their char-

1t our neighbors do not want eur lumber,

. ter‘t-hey maust find some one to take it off

their hands. They do not even know
thyt they have a scheme that any ecapi-
tadist will touch. They cannot possibly
know it until they have had their pro-
posed line surveyed. If a. charter is
granted to them, it may remain a dead
letter, and its only effect may be to em-
harrass the pioneers in this northern
field and make their road cost them very

ly whén men come into our provinee and
invest their money in good faith, the leg:
islature will not strike them a blow with
legislation that is so hostile as that pro-
posed. When the first line is completed,
if anyeme thinks it worth while to come
in with a rival scheme, we will have
nothing to say, but for the present those
who ebtained a charter in good faith and

entitled to what protection the legisla-
ture can give them, until they have had a
reasonable opportunity to complete what
they -have wundertaken to do, and to
demonstrate whether a second and close-
ly parallel Tine is needed in the public in-
terest.

i gl S N S AL
STRATHCONA’'S HORSE.

There was much disappointment ex-
pressed in the eity over the news. insyes-
terday’s Colonist to the effect that three
tecruiting stations for Stratheona’s:
Horse would  be established in this
province, namely at Nelson, Revelstoke:
and Kamloops.
ence of opinion as to the desirability of
establishing stations at the points men-
tioned, but why the Coast should have
been overlooked was not very clear. Mr.
Price Ellison, M. P. P., was also chag-
rined to know that Vernon was net to
have a station. Representations were
made to Ottawa on the subject, and
they may have the desired effect.” The
principal reasons why additional sta-
tions: are asked for is that the loyal eut-
burst in all parts of the provinee may
be recognized, and that expense may be
avoided by those who desire to volun-
teer. - It will cost very much less for a
recruiting officer to go to Vernem or Wic-
toria: than it will for a number of men
to go from either of these: placesto Kam-
loops, which is the nearest recruitings
point, and the officer’s expenses would be
defrayed out of the public revenwe, while
those of the volunteers would have to be
paid' by themselves. The latter would
not be material, if all who volunteer
would be accepted, But as a certain pro-
portion will be rejected in any case, the
expense of the trip to and from the re-
cruiting station ought to Be made as low
as possible by maming two or more

points in addition to those mentioned in
the telegram.
: —

Every day the house is in session Mr.
_Speaker Forster discovers some new way
in which to exhibit his extraordinary
econception of the duties of his position.

e has a positive genius for getting into
untenable positions and placing - himself
in the apparent character of a rank par-
tizan, -We do not know thatMr. Forster
means to do this. - He is simply bunilt that
way. Yesterday he opened the uswal ex-
hibition by suggesting that. a wote of
want of confidence might be out of order

cause a previous vote of want of con-
fidence had been defeated at a previows
session of the house. The government

not carry the honse with them.-

much there than it otherwise would. Sure-|

have spent millions under it ought to bej|

There was no differ-}

did not follow up the suggestion, doubt-}:
less because they were afraid thoy could |’

(From Tuesday’s Daily Bdition.)

I.OCAL NEWS

King's Road, of W. J. Turpel,  second
sont of William ™ ‘Turpel, the shipbuilder.
The young man was but 23 years of age,
and a native of Maitland, N. 8. The fu-
neral will take place this afternoon at 2.

Knight of Wasa.—The King of Swed-
en and Norway, in recognition of the ser-
vices of Mr. Robert Ward, as his con-
sul in British Columbia since 1879, has
conferred upon him the Cross of a Knight
of the Royal Order of Wasa (First
Class).—Pall Mall Gazette, 3rd Jan.

Quarantine Established.—On account of
the outbreak of smallpox in Eastern
‘Washington, near the British Columbia
border, the provinecial government has de-
cided to strictly enforce the provincial
health regulations. Officers will be post-
ed along the border, whose duty it will
be to see that every effort is made to
prevent the introduction of the disease
into this province. There are said to be
hundreds of cases in Washington.

Liberal Catcus.—Members of the local
Liberal associations held a meeting on
Saturday evening last, when matters af-
fecting the interests of the party in the
province were discussed. The need of
better organization received attention and
and it is likely as an outcome of the
meeting that steps will be at once taken
to endeavor to whip into line the many
who have “jumped the fence” since the
last general elections. No referemce was
made to provincial polities, it being con-
sidered inadvizable to bring that question
up in view of the fact that a number of
those present are bitterly opposed to the
present administration.

Fatal Accident.—One Japanese wood-
cutter was killed and two injured, one
probably fatally, at Fulford Harhor,
Salt Spring Island, on Saturday. They
were brought here for treatment yester-
day, the one dying shortly after their ar-
rival. The accident occurred in the most
peculiar manner. The men were engag-
ed in felling a tree and when it commenc-
ed to sway ran to a log and stood on it.
The falling tree struck the other end
of the log on which they were standing
and the three men were thrown into the
air, and fell amongst logs and sticks.
The men were working for Captain War-
ren of this city and had not had previous
experience in felling trees.

Soldiers’ Photo.—In T. N. Hibben &
Co.’s window there is a splendid photo-
graph of James Stewart, a Victoria boy
with A Company, Canadian contingent,
now on service in South Africa. The
photo-was taken on arrival at Capetown
and forwarded to his father, A. Stewart,
a foreman at the Albion Iron Works.
Mr. Stewart has received in all seven
letters from his son since the latter left
Viectoria. In the last letter received the
writer states that A Company was short-
ty to leave De Aar in company with the
Black Watch and Seaforth Highlanders
for Orange River. James Stewart is but
19 years of age, but was a member of
the Fifth Regiment for three years.

Storm Signals.—The storm signal de-
partment in connection with the Do-
minion meteorological office is now in
good working order, the cone which is
hoisted as a precaution flying over the
custom house at 4:30 yesterday after-
noon, this being some hours before the
storm reached Victoria. When the cone
alone is hoisted it is the sign of the
approach of a heavy wind, while.the
cone and drum signifies the approach of
a gale, being pointed upwards when the
wind is expected to blow from the west
or north, and inverted when it is expeet-
ed ‘from the east or south. Two lamps
- hoisted side by side at night is a warn-
ing of a gale from the east or south,
while one is hoisted above the other for

was an extensive one, extending as far
south as Northern California. ‘ The
 wind blew in squalls of about 40 miles
‘an hour. No warning' was received
from the American offices of its ap-
" proach.

Deserter's Experience—The Hampshire
Telegraph gives the following account
' of .the experiences of a deserter from
H. M. 8. Egeria: “At the Westminster

Seaman, a strong looking young fellow,
was brought before Mr. Sheil, charged
on his own confession with being a de-
serter from the Royal Navy. The pris-
oner, an able seaman, deserted from

July. He had no difficulty in obtaining
a berth aboard an Ameriean bark bound
for Queenstown and England, via Cape
'Horn, and after a passage of nearly five
'months he was paid off at Hull. He
:l{ad rather more than £20 in his posses-
sion on leaving the bark, but after a day
‘or two in Hull he came to London, and
 speedily. ran through his money. On
Friday evening he picked up with what
'he described as a “gang’ of men and
‘ women, and on awakening that (Satur-
'day) morning he found himself genniless.
Being in the vicimity of Knightsbridge
barracks about midday, he gave himself
up to the authorities. Mr. Sheil com-
mitted him to the house of detention to
await a naval escort.”
R e

COPPER OF SIMILKAMEEN.

Experts Still Hold to Prediction of
Greatest Camp' in America.

From the Kamloops Sentinel.

Hugh Kennedy arrived in Grand Forks
on Thursday week last, from Kennedy
Mountzain, epposite Copper Mountain, in
the Similkameen country, He has sey-
eral mining properties on Kennedy Moun-
tain, which was named in his honor, and
is on his way te Rossland. He visited
the famous Sunset mine the day he left
for G‘gand’ Forks, which was January 6.
Speaking of his impressions of the prop-

Grand IPorks Miner: “When I was at tlhe

et, femr days ago, they had got
down 100 feet with the shaft and were
taking out the finest copper ore I ewer
saw. It was bornite and chalco-pyrite.
The showing in the shaft has grown bet-
ter from the start, and I should say 40
per cent. of all they are taking out is
pure copper. . This is about all I cam say.
1t is .as fine as it could be; We have no
doubt now that Copper Mountain. will be
the biggest copper camp on the American
continent. As soon as it was proved the
ore weuld go down the future of the
camp was settled. I saw Robt. Steven-
son, who was just leaving to meet a man
from the coast. He told me the shaft om
his Lost Horse, near Sunset, was mak-

"c:'rﬂ’n'fi g,}',f,?“ 250.
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Death Came Early.—The death oecur-|
red yesterday at the family residence, |

& west or north gale. Last night’s storm |"

: police court on Saturday, William Henry ed

H. M. 8. Egeria at S8an Francisco last| W.

erty he said to a representative of the|.

SLOCAN NEWS CO ..

| PUGET SOUND NEWS 0O .

JAschethey would bealmost priceless to those who
sufler from this complaint; Dutfortu-

notend here,and those
who oneetry them will find these little pills valu-

able in somany ways that they will not be wil-
Ung todo without t after all g

ACHE

3a the bane of so'many lives tha¢ here is where:
wemake our great boast. Our pillscureit while:
others donot.

Carter’s' Litile Liver Pills are very small and
yery easy totake, Qneor two pills makea dose.

y
u but by their gentle action
gumtg.m; ’ﬂm;t”unu;nyotor.l. Boid
by druggists everywliere, or sent by mail.
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ing good. progress;, and that he was tak-
ing out fine ore.”

The Sunset was located several years
ago by R. A. Brown, of Grand Forks.
Last summer ex-Governor Chas. H. Mac-
Intosh, of Rossland, had an option on it
at $40,000 cash, and after putting the
money in the bank to close the deal, sud-
denly changed his mind, and published a
statement in. which he intimated that the
property had been comdemned by his ex-
perts. 'His course was extraordinary and
called down on him a great deal of ad-
verse criticism among mining men. The
property is now being developed by a
company,. Mr.. Brown, the locator and
original owner, having the principal in-
terest. The déevelopments up to date are
astonishing. The sliaft now down 100
feet has been in higli-grade ore, from the
beginning, much of the copper being in
the form of bernite, or copper glance. To
all appearances the ore body is several
hundred feet wide. Mining men who
have seen it recently have no hesitation
in saying it is the biggest copper prospect
seent in: Btitish Columbia or the North-
‘west.
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WEEKLY WBEATHER SYNOPSIS.

Victoria: Meteorological Office,
January 16 to 22, 1900.

The weather-has been generally cloudy
and abnormally mild. for: this season of
the year. The rainfall has been chiefly
on the Coast region; Victoria records .47
inches; Westminster,. 1.38 inches; Kam-
loops, 10 inches: No:rainfall is reported
from Barkerville.

The bright sunshine record was 8 hours
and 48 minutes, of which 6.48 was reg-
istered Friday, 19th inst.

The winds have been variable and mod-
erate up to Monday, when colder weather
set-in on.the approach, of a sentherly gale,
for which .the storm signals were hoisted
here at 4 ‘p,m., and!dioring which a maxi-
mum hourly velocity of over 556 miles was
recorded..

The.Sook hills are this morning cap-
ped with snew.

In the Upper Mainland the weather
has been fair and unwsumally mild. Tem-
Deratures have ranged. from 52 at Vic-
toria to 8 at Barkerville, 2

By .

One of the prisoners taken since the
battle of Colense has in conversation ad-
mitted that the Bber losses in that ac-
tion amounted to 1}000 killed and wound-

* % 3

On Christmaas-Day, according to the old
calendar; prayers- were offered for the re-
pose of the souls of the British killed at
the Greek church;. Moscow road, London

THE COLONIST.

The Colonist maw: be :
N e 05” :_'pmchased from the

LIST OF AGENTS.

CLARKE. & STUART ......VANCOUVER:
HOTEL VANCOUVER do
THOMPSON BROS " do

C. P. R: NBWS AGENTS ON TRAINS:
W. H: LENNIR ... .NEW WESTMINSTPR:
f. A. MOREY...... NEW WESTMINSTER;
BE. PIMBURY & €0 -NANAIMO:
THEOQ. BRYANT ........ -WELLINGTON:
HARRY! SMITH .............. . DUNCANS:
BAILY. BROS ....... JKAMLOOPS, B; C.

P! C. BERRY ....... KAML ;
CANADA DRUG & BOOK c(())o f?’. '1'3..‘ 7

sererercnee.. REVELSTOKR STATION
C..J, AMAN. ... .REVELSTOKE STATION
M. SPOJESKE ...utuuiveseansnsiss. MARA

‘W. 0. STEVENS. ...........00. . NELSON
"rnou,sau STATIONERY CO....NELSON
M. W. SIMPSO! ceveieiys. . ROSSLAND

‘POST GFPICE NEWS STAND.........

L, grtrressses savessscesss ..o ROSSLAND
C. F. NBLSON ...........
LAMONT & YOUNG oies vy

SMITH BROS

F. W. BROWN ..........0° TRAT

ang&nﬁ%on e WAT
5 C B RR

E. X CONN:........ BT, STERLE

-..BT, STRELE
A.'J. PUNDY & CO -+- ... JIRRNIR, B. C.

| HOTEL BUTLER NEWS STAND. .....

wnevess SRATTLE
-SEATTLE
«++.SEATTLE
- «.SEATTLE
«+.SEATTLE

3 Seiiavan sy BEATIER
WILSON & LITTLE SEATTLE

M. FRENCH/& ©O ......PT. TOWNSEND
CENTRAL NEWS 00 ...........TACOMA
INO. LOVE & CO ....CAMP M'KINNEY
PALACE HOTEL NEWS STAND....,.
T «.... SAN FRANCISCO
M. W. SHAW SPOKANE

JAB. HEFFENAN
F. B. WILSON ...

J. J. MADIGAN . ...
GEO. F. WARD .

BEST
BENNETT NEWS CO .. .
TOWNSEND & ROSE .........
B/ THBAIN .\ .i.oautin
CAPT. NICKERSON ..............ATLIN

free. All dealefs, or Dr, A'W. Chase
Medicine Co., Toronto. srd Buffale. L

LINEON BROS ........... 00 ,CALGARY
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Blizzard in
- Lynn Cai

Scaftlc Lost Her Propeils
Had Narrow Escape ir
Destruction.

s et

iLittle Steamer Townsend
on Sand Spit Near Hal
Mission.

“Jees Now Safely Home R
an All-Day Fight Agai
the Tempest.

The fleet of overdue northern
were all heard from yesterday, a
one exception, the little steame
send, they are all safe. The T
was wrecked in one of those
blizzards which has made marine
of Lynn canal. The City of Seatt
within an ace of being driven a
the same storm, after losing her
ler, being saved by the timely ar
the “Cottage City, while the latf
sel and the Tees, which arrived
day passed through experience
none but the staunchest vessel
gurvive. The Cottage City arr
Seattle in the morning, having
Vietoria the go-by, the Tees reachi
her home port, last evening.

All agree that the storm was
the worst that has been expd
since the development of the n
goldfields has 1wade it necess
steamers to pass up the Lynn cana
the winter months. The Seattle lef
way on Baturday, the 13th, and
miles out lost her propeller, the s
the time being furious. After hj
drifting at the mercy of the driv
snow-laden winds she barely
Bridget point, and brought up at
at a perilous place just beyond t
and within 20 to 50 feet of a re{
which the waters were angrily b
Pilot “Laughing” Johnson and
the erew put off in the midst
storm and with heroic fortitude rd
Juneau, and brought the Cottage
the relief. The disabled steamg
towed to Junenu.

The Cottage City and City of
knocked their bows together wh
former was passing a line to the
and it is understood one of the pl
the Seattle’s steel hull was spr
slightly punctured or otherwise df
a little. The Cottage City suffere|
ing more than a slight splinter
some of her upper works.

From the statements made by th
of the Cottage City and others w.
watched the case with interest, a
vage fee will be expected by the
Coast Steamship company, owners
Cottage City, from the Washing
Alaska Steamship company, ownen
Qity of Beattle. What the fee
proximate cannot be stated by 4
buat will be brought out, unless the
be compromised, in the admiralty. d

The Seattle first ran into the b
snowstorm this side of Haines’
and - was compelled to lie to for
hours. - She made a fresh start a

..the morning and ten minutes la
her wheel, She drifted until tenp
three anchors were dropped at
Point,

A boat in charge of Pilot Johns
then dispatched to Juneau with J
getting aid. After fourteen h
hard work during which but of
was made ashore, and that to
fire'and get warm, the relief boa]
ed Juneau, and got the Cottage
go to the rescue. One of the offi
the Cottage City says:

“It was blowing a heavy gale
snow was thick when we approac
Seattle. We were two hours get
first line to the ship, and then v
started to pull away the line pa

‘“The City of Seattle, when v
her the first line, was hanging by
anchor alone, the starboard and
anchors having been carried away
we attempted to pull her out the
chor was cut away, and that
without an anchor to cast in the e
cy. She began to drift back on {
aund they put up a sail and stoog
the shore. She was then 200
yards off shore, and we had to
number of other difficult attempy
proach and give her a secend ling
she took and held to until we to
to Juneaun, arriving there at 9 a.
day. The Seattle’s chain would
not have held three hours longe

“We left Juneau for the run
way at 6 a.m.' Monday, and we
one hours in a blinding snowst
terrific wind.

“Had it not been that we were
four hours ahead of time on ar
Juneau, there would have been
er for the crew to engage, and th
would not have been saved, and
of her erew  would have bee
but little for me to speculate g
another steamer on this run
weight and other qualifications
required to rescue the Seattle un
conditions,”

Purser Ourtis of the Cottage (

City of Beattle was only 20
the roeks and had she struck a
:22" have met certain death

no opportunity for getting

She conld not have held a half d
at amchor.”

F. M. Woodruff, of the North|
mereial company, who started
the Seattle, said:

“I was still up and in the af
when ‘the ship lost her wheel, i
at the time that the ship had
rock, and I somewhat believe s
heard a noise forward and th
beneath me and then one aster

“thought the ship had struck

forward, gilded mostly over it
hit something with her heels.
it may have been merely jarry o
chinery. It was the impressio
the passengers she had struck
‘The ship had been patrolling
forth in the canal for fear of
sSome time before she struck.
“‘After drifting some distance,
©d the point and ewung into
cove, the anchors catching on
a8 she went around. There wi
only 50 or 60 feet back of us.

‘was so ragged and the wave

ning so high and bursting in sy
that we could not have land
Above the immediate shore we
dicular rocks. Had we been
fake to the boats we counld h
nothing but put to sea’ or follo

. the cost looking for a sheltered

%had ‘out three anchers. /

“Bix attempts were made- b




