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| ronto,

HE Proprietors beg to call the attention of
the public to the

BOOK, NEWSPAPER AND |

JOB PRINTIN
I

Depart ments of their establishments, which they |
hava entirely refitted and s\x[\pnul with y

l

THE NEWEST AND BEST!
STYLES OF

| Parochial As:

| ble \ncwty, and read the financial report

anemnu

SA’I‘[ RDAY LV NG

m" Job Printing of every deseription
exceuted cheaply and promptly at the
MERCURY Steam Printing House, Mac-
donnell Street, Guelph.  An immense
assortment of the latest and most chaste
designs in’ plain and ornamental type
las just been added to our previously
large stock, rendering our establishment
the most ¢ umplc e office in all its appoint-
ments tobe found West of Toronto. Our
charges are the lowest, and our work.the
best un the county.
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Church Society Mecting.
The annual meeting of the Guelph
ciation in connection with
the Church Society of the Diccese of To-
was held in St. George's Church
last (Friday) evening.
wag not 8o large as might have been
expected, but still a fair numnber was
present,

The Ven. Archdeacon Palmer occu-
pied the chair, and after praise and-
prayer geve & short sketch of the ob- ’
Jects of the Society, which were various

—the main one being the promotion of |
the mission cause. Amongst other thmga
tlm Society supported 32 missionaries ;
| contributed towards the erection of 16
churchus and 3 parsonages; provided
ponslons for the widows and orphnns of
clergymen left in necessitous circumstan-
ces ; contributed towards the education |
ofyoumz men for the ministry, and fur-
nished books for various Sabbath Schools.
The Society also paid its Secretary a reg- |
ular salary and its entire working ex-
penses. He congratulated Guelph on its
liberality in aid of this eminently ebarita-

| for the past year, from which it appear-
{ed that this Branch had contributed
$450.02, independent of the collection
“hu I was to be tak nn up t evening,

| quins,

The attendance | ig

| Mink, but of much. poorer quality.

| dant is the Musqueash.

The Fur Trade of Canada,
From the Montreal Herald.

The fur trade of the Dominion is one of
considerable importance. Contrary to
the general ipression the catch of furs
does not decrease with the settlement of
the country. A change of the fur pro-
duced is all that takes place. Instead of
the bear and the wolf, the mink and the
muskrat are caught in stretches of land
opened up by settlement. The animals
requiring much cover recede, while the
smaller and more numerous species take
their places. There are now in the cul-
tivated portions of Upper and Lower Can-
ada, more mink, martins, muskrats and
fishers tham'ever there were in the most
palmy days of the Hurons or the Algon-
The reason is evident : the larg-
er animals cannot now prey upon the
smallor creatures as they once could. The
exportation of the most valuable furs has
eased very much within re

range as it may appear, it
ss true that there are more |
baits. set for fur bearing animals now by
white people than there ever were by the
original sons of the forest. The profes-
sional white trapper is aided on all sides
by the settler and the lumberman. The
most important of fur bearing animals of
Canada at present is the Mink. The
ekin is small but fine, and costs from §3
to $5. It has for some years formed the
staple material for ladies’ goods, but
shows signs of giving way in favour of
South Sea Seal and Persian Lamb. The
value'exported during the last year may
be set down at $200,000. A large quan-
tity enters into local manufacture. The
Martgn is a skin of similar size to t}m
The
ruling price during last season was $1.50.
The whole product of the country is
shipped to Europe. The number of skins
caught in Canada may ' be estimated at |

| sixty thousand to seventy five thousand,

and the value $80,000. The most nlmn-
‘About one million

small nl\ix-\ are obmmul ina

ertainm
» and |

News from Young America.

ANAUGHTY LITTLE GIRLS VIEWS OF LIFE,
From the Chicago Times.

I'm only a little girl, but I think I
“have a8 much right to say what I want
to about things as & boy. Ihate boys;
they're go mean; they always grab all
the strawberries at the dinner table, and
never tell us when they are going to "have
any fun. Only Ilike Gus Rogers, The
other day Gus told me was going to
let off some fireworks, and he lei Bessie
Nettle and me go and look at them. All
of uslivein a hotel, and his mother’s
room has a window wlth a balcony. His
fnother was gone out to buy some creme
de lis to put on her face, and he'd went
and got eleven boxes of lucifer matches,
and ever so many pieces of castile soap;
he steeled them from the lmusekeoper.—
{ Just when she went to put them in her

closet, Gius went and told her that Mrs.
‘ Nettlo wauted her & minute, and whila

| she was gone. he grabbed the soap und
‘ matches, and when she came back he
} watched her; and she got real mad, and
she scolded Delia (that is the chamber-
maid). She said-she knowed she did it,
and I was real glad, because when I was
turning somersets on my mother's bed
the other day, Delia slapped me, and
said she wasn't going to"make the bed

and me sticked the matches in ‘the soap
like ten ping, and Gus fired thew off,
and they blazed like anything, and they
made an awful smell, and Gus went'and
turned a little gas on, so's his mother
would think it was that.

We got our dinner with the nurses,
cause the man that keeps the hotel char-
ges full price for the children if they sit
in the table in the big dining-room. Once
my mother let me go down with her, and

alked a heap at the table, nnd a gen-
\ln man that next to us said, ittle
wuld seen and not ‘u’nd
san old thing died last week
| T was lad, and I told Delia

he said if T went and gaid
v Hn 't go to Heaven,

!
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two times to please me; and then Bessie |

Px\yment of Postmasters.
Tu the Editor of the MERCURY,
Sir,—I have noticed with pleasure
your late articles on the salaries of post-
masters, and I often wondered that so

to the flagrant injustice done them by the
new post office law, Few people have
any idea how poorly country postmasters
have been and are now paid, and how
much labor they perform for absolutely
nothing. Under the present system vil-
lage and country postmasters are paid a

for letter postage, and 20 per cent. on
newspaper cash rt‘(:biplﬁ Bat though he
gets one cent for ruculvmg dalnuz, stamp-
ing and mailing each letter 1 1ath

office he gets uu'hmg for del!
letters or pn[wrs—nothing for all the
time he loses answering enquiries for
letters ; nothing for making up monthly
and quarterly accounts, and nothing for
the time he loses endeavoring to persuade
disagreeable people that American silver

does not pass at par for postage. For

Mercury or any other weekly fifty-two
times each year, he receives the magnifi-
cent sum of four cents, and yet people
expect the postmaster to be always on
{ hand, to commit no errors, to incur heavy

politeness to people who are a constant
annoyance—coming when he is at his
meals or has retired to bed, and some-
times on Sundays {0 know if there is a
‘“letter for them.” And how often when
there s a letter “ unpaid He.” does the
customer refuse it, or ** has’nt the money,”
or will ‘pay it next time,’ to the intense
delight of the P. M.; and then the news-
paper postage has to be continually dunn-
ed for or one-half of it could not be col-
‘ lected.

If the system of per centage is to be
ntinued 1 contend that country post-

“

tn;:}.t to be .\'lm\ul one- ha\lt

{ ofliciel duty.
1 1 Sir, your

third 1
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intelligent and useful a body have for |
such a length of time submitted in silence |

per centage of 33} on their cash receipts |

{over the rebels.

ing paid |

the delivering of each copy of the Weekly |

responsibilities and to be a pattern of |
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News from New Zealand.

Desperate Battle between the
Maoris and British--Cap~{
ture of the Stronghold
Loss 200 Killed.
it s
LoxpoN, Feb. 27. — The War Offica
has received official despatches from New
Zealand announcing further successes
The troops have car-
ried by assault the Maori stronghold
Nayatapha. Thé .atives made a despe-

| rate defence and 108t two hundred killed

and wounded. The

twenty-two,

British loss was

Loxpox, Fet - In the case of
Saurin vs. Starr, in l.u-trinl of which ox-
| posures were made of Convent life in
England, a verdict was to-day rendered
for the plaintiff, who is awarded dama~
ges to the amount of £500.

The Marquis of Hartington, Postmag~
ter General, has been elected to the
House of Commons, from Radnor.

Mapr1D, Feb. 26.—It is expected that
tLe modifications which are to be made
by Mershal Serrano in the Provincial
Government will, in all probability, pro—
vide for the introduction into the new
Cabinet of a representative of the Radi-
cal element.

- > -

Amerlcan Despatches

]Large Fenlan Meeting in Cin-

‘} cinnati last night--Arnmied
Men Present.
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