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We wis i yoﬁ aIl A B 1ght
and Prosperous N ew Year

; We thank you for yoﬁf:‘\pati'on'née 'Which we greatly appreciate |
and hope t-o contipug to ‘rgcei_ve during the coming year.

3 A L R 8

&+

T, McMur,do & Co., Ltd

CHEMISTS & DRUGGISTS

Water Street

St. John's.

Ingenmty of ‘the'
Newfoun

dland Fisherman

NOVEL IDEA OF STOPPING A LEAK

i

(H. F. SHORTIS)

—

There-is.one remarkable character-
istic of the Newfoundland fishermen
which is often overlooked. I refer to
their natural ingénuity. This is a trait
which is developed more fully in the
“people of our country than in any
““other race. Many causes have been
“mssigned for that remarkable gift of
-’plannm" designing and completing
vath which almost every Newfound-
zland fisherman- ig endowed.: ‘Some at-
ribute it to theirjenvironment, others
o their isolatiomy and Bﬂlf'others to
‘heir necessities. It may not be far of
Bihe mark to say that all these causes
“1 togethier contribute their share in
making him what he undouibtedly is’
“«—a patural architect.” He Nas 'no
“Xnowledge of technique. His ideas of
‘zeometry are, up to now, very hazy.
‘"The science of angles and their de-
v»;:rees were mysteries to him, and the
difference’ between an acute and an
Lotuse one*gave him very little con-
-rcern
& 1 speak now of the generation fast
maumg away—the old pioneers—the .

his knife he can model a ship in
minjaturé~—draw the lines of the hull
with ‘perfect acgcuracy, shape and
jtashion all the pumerous stationary
and movable requisites which go to
furnish the deck of a well-equipped
vessel, not omitting a solitary detail.
He will put the spars, yards and rig-
ging in perfect shape, and it is no
difference as to whether his model is
& ship, barque, barquentine, brig or
brigantine, he will put the work of
any ‘particular class out of his handg
as perfectly, in miniature, as can be
done at any of the shipyards in the
Mersey or Clyde. It is nothing short

J0f utoudtu the perfection they:have

ltt;[n n this art. So greatly is this

oufports, that in numerous instances
it amounts to a passion.

As a people Newfoundlanders have
no superiors in coping with sudden
and unforeseen emergencies. They
rise to an occasion of this gort with

trophe at sea, which would th

trait developed in the people of the

splendid promptness. A sudden caﬁan

péople. I take it to be true patriotism
to call those deeds up from oblivion
and give to this hardy race of men
that praise and acknowledgement -of
their bravery which is justly their
due. *

In the late seventies of the past
century our once great fleet of sail-
ing vessels prosecuting the sealfishery
has dwindled down to comparatively
few in number. Many of them were
lost at the icefields; Others ‘which wereh
employed during the cedfishery in
bringing down® supplies, treightérs,
etc., to Labrador, were lost during the:
many gales of wind that visited that
coast. Others again having become
worn out through age and buffetting
against-the ieefloes and the storms of
the Atlantic were stripped of their
rigging, spars, etc.,, and the hulls
utilized. in 'making breakwaters, sink-
ing wharves, etc., whilst again others
were lost in conveying cargoes of pro-
ducts to and from the various ports
in ‘Burope and America. Many of
those vessels:after their arrival from
the sealfishery were empleyed in the
foreign trade, and jt-is a matter of re-
cord that some of the quickest pas-
‘sages made across the Atlantic were
{made by this particular class. How-
ever, as they disappeared, through
'one cause or other, they were mnever
replaced

It 'was about_the year 1879 that the
gplendid brlgantme "Creole Captain
{Robert Gossé; fammarly known as

men who designed and built the other people into a state of utter con- | “Anti:Bob,” owing to his determined
;f';(“.aunchest and most graceful vessels ‘fusion, has the effect on the New- :and patriotic attitude against Con-

'
that ever floated on the waters of our ;

noble bays. Those were men, who
without trainig, and not possessing |
a knowledge of the first elements of

architecture, went into g

foundland mariner of calling forth all

his resourcefulness and coolness.

Numerous instances are related

‘thla trait in our people. Scarceiy:

1

jti&eration in_the;year 1869, father of
oqr,gemal rrxeml Capt. George Gosse,
d and successful

L or, now residing on

% and.“a chip of the old

hewed down the trees, brought them ,mishap has occurred to our fisher- | block” sailed for the sealfishery on
to the sea-shore, and fashioned them men or sailors either along the coast ,the 1st March, Capt. Gosse was a resi-

into ships capable to withstgnd the
‘fiercest storms of the Atlantic, as well
as to baffle with the ice-floes, Anyohe
visiting the principal, or, even the or-
dinary outpert, must be struck with
{he many fine buildings to be met
with. Many of these buildings would
do eredit to the -most skilled and
“trained workman. . In externals they
‘present a beauty of design and sym-
‘metry of finish which ona would never
-c‘::pect from men who had no oppor-
tunity of training the mind or the eye
in architectural gcience. The whole
“thing comes ‘quite’ matural te’them,
and they canmot: explain how or ‘why
_they have attained such perfection.
© One greap mystery in conmpection
Savith this natural constructive power
ot oyr peopkle i4 the amount of work
’lhov accomplish with the minimum of

or on the high seas, and in all cases .

they have met the experience with a

'coura.ge and coolness characteristic of
{their race. People of other countries
have paid high tribute to this natural
resourcefulness of our countrymen. In
days gone Dby stories could be mul-
{txplied of how our people hava met
~dangers and difficulties and storms
and tempest, and of how they, by for-
titude and courage, have beaten down
what gt first appeared to be insur-

can amply prove,

The deeds and daring of Newfound-
landers have from time immemoriai
.been allowed to go unrecovered. They

mountable difficulties. by their in-.
domitable pluck and dogged per~ .
severance; and this mot only in the:
‘days gone by, but in recent times, as
reference to contemiporary Journalism

1001: Their stock in trade is usually @ were only tfwlf!d by the Deople
hatchet saw and a plane or tvo.\ '-hw!&el related at their own

dThese W rélc and - square ﬂﬂlﬂﬁ. whilé’ the exploits of otuero

Sstitute fidlierfian- carpenter's ouff mﬂe‘*ﬂ far Yess importance @nd
FWhat azewtound!and fisherman um—-“ Wm.*;nmbeon flashed from one
\'1 -corfplish *ith an ordinary ‘Poeketiend of the @labe to the other. It is not
sinife is simply astounding. He has an egotism on our part then to relate

dent of Spantard’s Bay. The “Creole”
had a crew of 60 men, all sturdy, ro--
‘bust, daring fellows from various
parts of Conception Bay. Bart Gosse
and John Hutchings were the masters-
of-the-watch. She was accompanied
by the few remaining of the “old
{guard” of our once famous fleet not-
tably -the William Ravenwood, Islay,
iWilltam, Isabella Ridley, Four Broth-
ers, Anastatia, Brighton, sisters and a
few others. As they sailed away with
every stitch. of canvas set, flags fly-
ing, crews cheering, they were an-
\swcped from the wharves hy the hlm—
dreds of. pecple on shore,’ who wished
them a good time and a lucky Spring.

Many on the other hand shook their
heads An sorrow- and - ex¢laimed, “it
was an uniueky day for us rhat those
steamers were ever employed in pros-
eduting the Sealfishery. It' will soon
/be overdone, and then goodsbye:to our
(second great fndustry.” The “Creole”
‘and her companions had a. fine run
,down to the Funks, and there they all
iseparated One night early.in March, |
during a strong gale from the North

“nlorn natural taste for’carving. With what We know of \the heroism of our’ East with _blinding snowdritt, ~heayy
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| Clear-eyed. -and warm-hearted

To thi
1y full Mv“i‘,’;»“{@

t5 splendo::,
™

.o!pqm‘ found that His
*ﬁi’ﬂb&' and filling rapltﬁr.

gave ptdnm;_ o the crew to take " up
-aeverll*hn of hard bread, also to get
some plank, etc., and bring them for-
ward in the ship. They laid down the
plank across the bows in the.inside

with several bags of hard bread. They
then planked the biscuit over on top,
“shored” up the “pound” om the aft
"side, and made everything secure. In
a few minutes the hard bread, owing
to the entrands of thé water; Swelled,
and being secuyrely confined in ;fbe
“cyes” of the vessel, became as hard
as cement, and not a drop of water
entered, the ship. from that day until
she arrived back fo port ove‘r a month
afterwlu‘ds

The fiovel {dea was, planned and
carried out when the vessel was jam-
med-in the Ace fiear the Funk Island,
and as she was continually and swift-
ly drifting south, she did not get clear
until Easter Saturday, when she was
found to be about 60 miles South’ of
Cape Race. With that dogged per-
severance of the Newfoundlander,
Capt. Gosse gave it to her for all she
was ‘worth back to the Funk Island
and localhy a gain, and managed to
pick up a @aving trip of seals for'the
owners, crew and. himself, which
amply repaid them foér all the dnngexs
they had experienced and overcomse
by putting into operation the ngvel
idea of successfully stopping a leak in
the bows of the vessel by utilizing a
few bags of hard bread. Nowadays if
we héar of a leak being stopped in the
bows of & largeé steamer whilst se-
curely resting in our Dock, by the ap-
plication of some hundreds of barrels
of cement, ete,, to the injured part,
our, newspapers make a wonder of it,
as thness t’he account of the steamers
which were hurnedh repaired in tlmt
manner, but in the story T have Te-
lated the heroic Capt. Bob Gosse thad
no dock, no appliances, no cement,‘in
fact, nothing but hard bread to fall
back upon, and this he utdlized with
such effect that he not only made his {
ship as tight as a bottle, but kept her !
so, and <nabled her to prosecute the ‘
voyage with comfort to the crew, and ‘
success to all concerned. Such is" a
sample of the ingenuityp of the New-
foundland flsherman in great emer-
gencies. As far as I know there are

years in the United States, and
Stephen Williams of Leslie Street, St.
John’s.

Bacon is the best of food

Almost any kind is good

Certified by ‘Wilson’s Brand

On their guarantee they stand

Noneis better in the land. - -
dec2,131,e0d
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¥ Just: Folks.
By EDGAR GUEST.
‘ LIFE :

Life is a mystery, all of man’s mystal i
- Tells ys But little of how. it bega.py
Allearth can show of!

Au we ‘eanvknow -of ie

Lifris tiot ﬂte 6d by what e

O s o;‘ men hive

He is the wisest who just makes ’g,he
best of it.

What does it matter to tailor or hattar,
Buteher or haker ‘or truckmen tho

drive 1
How it.all started 7~ =" v ;w;-r

Each is a person and / !
Life le a pr& kg aliye

He is the wlmt who just ma.ku ﬁ:e
hest of i .'n; i

mt has m udﬁess its \toodnm
Nor all o! mnxu wisdom can. Alter
~that fact. -

“How -in its nurmu( ts !o! sﬁsﬂ,‘
. we act?. . 5 Tager

Ome Show 4t Night begin
©Q’clock. ADMISSION 50 cents.
MATINEE 2.30 Children 10 cents;

from port to starboard, and filled up |

Adults 25 cents.

only four of the crew of the “Creole” ;
on that eventful voyage alive to-day, !
viz.,, District Chief Benson of the Hast |
End Fire Station, Sergt. Sandy Dwyer |
of the Constabulary, 2 man named "
Adams, surnamed the Coiner, for ‘:

ve scarqp & Wint of its pqpose ind ]

lem and tlﬂs fs ‘he test - Wit

WALL BOARD s

b6on & NE

ning at 8

Christmas
Stggestions

rerrmmmes—By Roger & Gal-
let, Piver, Coty, Erasmic, Col-
gate and Crown Perfumery Co

Tollet Sets—(5 and 7 piece)

By Erasmic, Three Flowers and
Coulgate & Co.

Bath Salts—By Piver, Hudnut
and Erasmic Co., to be had in
Cubes, Powder and Crystals.

Sechev .. Powders, Cologpes,
Lavander Waters, Toilet Waters,
Face Powders and fine French
Hair Brushes.

The finest assortment of Van-
ity Cases to ke seen in the City;
makes an Ideal Xmas Gift

A full line of Carson’s Eng-
lish . Chocolates, 14 1b. to 5 Ib.
boxes. . A trial will convince
they are the. finest. manufac-
tured.

Kielley’s
Drug Stroe.

-

oy ot datrhy eafoy
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What to Buy for
Christmas Pr_e;ents

: We have in stock:
COTY’S PERFUMES = .. |
ROGER GALLETS PER-.
.- PUMES - :
‘PIVER’S PERFUME

HOUBIGAND'S
: S PERFUMES

to $500 .
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