
j sea, and hçavy scattered tue, Capt 
Gosse endeavored to hold on to ttu 

! Funks, It possible, as the great flelt 
I Of Ice wAs rapidly coming up from tin 
; Northward, and he put the ship undei 
j double-reefed mainsail, close reefed 
| fore-topsail, main stay-sail, middle 
j staysail And inner jib. The wind in- 
! creased in violence and the ice be
coming vey; heavy, and the "Creole’

i-Sjkr

coming in contact with one of the 
greatest dangers of the Icefloes—-a.

’ growler, (the" 'stefiObecamfe damaged," 
| and the ship immediately began td* 
leak badlÿ. It was.* very Mue lookout 

;for all on board^-a leaking vessel ijn- 
def them,' artiT not another vessel ;<n" 
eight. - It was then the inborn in
genuity of thé ïlêwloundUfhd fishermen 
shone forth with' ah its splendour, 
and by their pltfck and perseverance 
they became masters, oft the situation."
. When 'the captain* found that bis 
vessel was leaking and Ailing rapidly, 
he sent fpr liis master-watch, Bart 
Gosse, and after consultation ttyeiy 
gave orders to the crew to take up 
several bags oThard bread, also to get 
some plank, etc., and bring them for
ward to the ship. They laid down the 
plank across the bows in the inside 
from port to starboard, and filled up 
with several bags of hard bread. Tljey 
then planked the biscuit over on top, 

up the “pound” on the aft
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CHEMISTS & DRUGGISTS
St. John’s,Street “shored1

side, and made everything secure. In 
a few* minutes the hard bread, owing 
to the entrance of the water, swelled,

; and being securely confined in the 
“eyes" of the vessel, became as herd 
as cement, and not a drop of water 
entered, the ship,'froc» that day until 
she arrived back to port over a month 
afterwards.

Tfhe hovel idea was planned and 
carried out when the vessel was jam
med in the ice hear the Funk Island, 
and as she was continually and swift
ly drifting south, she did not get clear 
until Easter Saturday, when she was 
found to be about 60 miles South of 
Cape Race. With that, dogged per
severance of the Newfoundlander, 
-Capt. Gosse gave it to her for all she 
was worth back to the Ftink Island 
and locality again, and managed to 
pick up a saving trip of seals for the 
owners, crew and. himself, which 
amply repaid them for all the dangers 
they had experienced and overcome 
by putting into operation the novel 
idea of successfully stopping a leak in 
the bows of the vessel by utilizing a 
few bags of hard bread. Nowadays if 
we hear of a leak being stopped in the * 

whilst se-

decSI.jan

ql people. I take it to be true patriotism 
to call those deeds up from oblivion 
and give to this hardy race of men 
that praise and acknowledgement - of 
their bravery which is justly their 
due.

In the late seventies of the past 
century our once great fleet of sail
ing vessels prosecuting the sealflshery 
has dwindled down to comparatively 
few in number. Many of them were

Ingenuity of the #
Newfoundland Fisherman

NOVEL IDEA OF STOPPING A LEAK

(H. F. SHORTIS)

bringing down supplies, freighters, 
etc., to Labrador, were lost during the 
many gales of wind that visited that 
coast. Others again having become 
worn out through age and bu Setting 
against the icefloes and the storms of

of their 
etc., and the hulls

•other race. Many causes have been 
< {Assigned for that remarkable gift of 
-•planning, designing and completing

I
vith which almost every Newfound- 
and fisherman- Lg endowed. Some at- 
ribute it to theirtenviroiment, Others 
o their isolation^ and 
heir necessities, it ma! 
he mark to say that all these causes 
ogether contribute their share in 
making him what he undoubtedly Is 
■—a natural architect! He has - no 

* knowledge of technique. Hie ideas of 
'geometry are, up to now, very hazy.

@The science of angles and their de
crees were mysteries to him, and the 
difference' between an acute and an 
ybtuse one>gave him very little con- 

Scern. rise to an occasion of this sort with
I speak now of the generation fast splendid promptness. A sudden catos- 

vpassing away—the old pioneers—the . trophe at sea, which would thforw 
men rwho designed and built the other people into a state of utter con- 

‘.'ktaunchest and most graceful vessels fusion, has the effect on the New-

ging in perfect shape, and it is no the Atlantic were stripped 
difference as to whether his model is rigging, spars,
à ship, barque, barquentine, brig or utilized in making breakwaters, sink- 
brigantine, he will put the work of ing wharves, etc., whilst again others 

others to ] any particular class out of his hands wqre lost in conveying cargoes of pro
as perfectly, in miniature, as can be ducts to and from the various ports 
done at any of the shipyards in the in 'Europe and America. Many of 
Mersey yr Clyde. It is nothing short those vessels after their arrival from 
of astounding the perfection they .have the sealflshery were employed to the 
attajne^is this art. So greatly, is this foreign trade, and It is a matter of re
trait developed in the people of the cord that some of the quickest pas- 
oufports, that in numerous instances sages made across the Atlantic were 
it amounts to a passion. j made by this particular class. How-

As a people Newfoundlanders have ever, as they disappeared, through 
no superiors In coping with sudden one cause or other, they were never 
and unforeseen emergencies. They replaced.

It was about, the year 1879 that the 
qendid brigantine “Creole,” Captain 
Jbért Gossê, familiarly known as 
intl-Bob,” owing to his determined

bows of a large steamer 
curely resting in our Dock, by the ap
plication of some hundreds of barrels 
of Qemerit,,etc., to the injured part, 
our newspapers make a wonder of it, 
as witness the account of the steamers 
which were fiurriedly repaired in that 
manner, but in the story. I have Jre- 
lated the heroic Capt. Bob Gosse had 
no dock, no appliances, no cement», in 
fact, nothing but hard bread to Tall 
back upon, and this he utilized with 
such effect that he not only made his 
ship as tight as a„bo»Ie, but kept her 
so, and'cnabled her to prosecute the 
voyage with comfort to the crew,"and 
success to all concerned. Such is a 
sample of the ingenuity of the New
foundland fisherman In great emer
gencies. As far as I know there are 
only four of the crew of the “Creole” 
on that eventful voyage alive to-day, 
viz., District Chief Benson of the Bast 
End Fire Station, Sergt. Sandy Dwyer 
of the Constabulary, a man named 
Adams, surnamed the Coiner, for 
years in the United States, and 
Stephen Williams of Leslie Street, St. 
John’s.
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ChristmasLUMBER

remîmes—By Roger & ual- 
lel, Piver, Coty, Erasmic, Col
gate and Crown Perfumery Go.

Toilet Sets—(5 and 7 piece)— 
By Erasmic. Three Flowers and 
Colgate & Co.

Bath Salts—By Piver, Hudnut 
and Eraspiic Co., to be had in 
Cubes, Powder and Crystals.

visiting the principal, or, even the or- ! their race. People of other countries 
- dinary outport, must be struck with j h»ve paid high tribute to this natural
the many fine buildings to be 
with. Many of these buildings would 
do credit to the most skilled and 

'/trained workman. In external^ they 
•present a beauty of design and sym
metry of finish which one would never 
bxpect from men who had no oppor
tunity of training the mind or the eye 
in architectural science. The whole 
thing comes quite" natural to them, 
and they ctqytot- explain how or why 
they have attained such perfection..

• One greai mystery in connection

met | resourcefulness of our countrymen. In 
days gone by stories could be mul
tiplied of how our people have met

storms

Bacon is the best of food 
Almost any kind is good 
Certified by Wilson’s Brand 
On their guarantee they stand 
None is better in the land. 

dec2,131,eod

dangers and difficulties and 
and tempest, end of how they, by for
titude and courage, have beaten down 
what 8t first appeared to be Insur
mountable difficulties by their in
domitable pluck and dogged per
severance; and this not only in the, 
days gone by, but in recent times, as 
reference to contemporary journalism 
can amply prove.

The deeds end daring of Newfound- 
immemorial

A Happy New Year to Sachet Powders. Colognes. 
Lavender Waters, Toilet Waters, 
Face Powders and fine French 
Hair Brushes.

The finest assortment of Van 
ity Cases to be seen in the City 
makes an Ideal Xmas GiftJust Folks

A full line of Carson’s Eng
lish Chocolates, lb. to 5" lb. 
boxes. A trial will convince 
they are the finest, manufac
tured.

kiit our people id the amount of work j landers have from time ________
(they accomplish with the minimum of - been allowed to go unrecovered. They \ steamers were ever employed in pros- 
tools.-Thgtr stock in trade is usually S, 'were only treasured by the people i eouting the sealflshery. It will soon 
hatchet gnÂsaw apd a plane or two. them selves and related at their own be overdone, and then good-bye to our 

(These "Rira rule and square con- firesides, while the exploits of other second great (industry.” The “Creole” 
Institute sfi fisherman-carpenter's outfit, people ef far less Importance and and her companions had a fine run 
?What a Newfoundland fisherman can magnitude hare been flashed from one down to the Funks, and there they all 
imecoiSplish -4vît6 an ordinary pocket? end of the globe to the other. It le not ! separated. One night early, in March, 
/knife is simply astounding. Ho has an egotism on our part then to relate j during a strong gale from*the North 
(Jr. born naturaffaste for'carving. With what we know oft the heroism of our East, with blinding snowdrift, heavy

Kielley’s
Drug Stroe

How it all started ?
Clear-eyed and warm-hearted 

Each is a person and each is alive!
Life is a problem and this Is the test 

of it,
He is the wisest who. just makes the 

best of it.

Life has its sadness, its good nee» asnd 
badness

Nor all of man’s wisdom can alter 
that fact.

To this ehquld the living"
Its full thought be giving 

How in its grief and its joy shall 
we act’.

Surely if happiness here be the quest 
of it,

He is the wisest, who just makes the
bout nf H

What to Buy for - 
Christmas Presents

WALL BOARDSAFETY AT NIGHT—use your flashlight

its an<We have in stock :
COTY’S PERFUMES
ROGER GALLETS PER

FUMES
FIVER’S PERFUME
HOUBIGAND’S

PERFUMES.
FACE POWDERS and 

COMPACTS
VANITY CASES from 20c, 

to $5.00
TOILET WATERS and 

LOTIONS
CHOCOLATES in boxes, 

from 40c. to $5.00.

Flashlights ; there is
«svp SAFE-DURABLEt-REUABLE

the Ri
20 SlfU» and Si*»

We eeeX novelty pump ob sky-blue 
linen trimmqd with tiny raffia flowersbest of it.

BURNSIDE SCOTCH COAL
is the cheapest and best value. We can délit

Coal in Bond for Oatports.

A. H. MURRAY & M L1M!
COAL OFFICE ’PHONE 1867 BECK’S <

to light the dangers
They give instant light Mii.eedwhere you it, when you need it,

of fried mm o’mara,AMERICAN WORKS to taste.
York City, N. Y., U. S. A. ; : 7*" The Druggist.

$0 Water Street Weàt.
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