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you tell me all you can, madam? My 
time and your own too, I dare say, are 

- npt without their value; and, If you 
wish the members of your household to
remain ignoaant of my business here.
It will be necessary to make my visits 
as short- as possible.”

“Yes,” she said nervously. “I think 
it win be wiser not to come here again.
I will meet you somewhere, if it Unne­
cessary that^you should see me."

“One moment," he interposed- sud­
denly. “Are you a widow-?”

She drew back slightly.
“No, certainly not,” she said hastily.

“Why do' you ask?”
“Your note desired that whoever 

was sent should ask for Mrs. Daunt.
But pray proceed,” he added, break­
ing off and leaning forward again, 
with his olil appearance of attention.

“I think it is very likely that there 
will be no ^eed'for ipe to go into par­
ticulars,” Sidney faltered rather ner­
vously, rising her beautiful eyes to his 
with a pathetic look of entreaty. “You 
will know as mu oh about it as I do 
myself—perhaps more—when I recall 
the matter tt^yoür memory; you have 

! not forgotten——”
She pause a moment ; her lips were 

so dry and parched that speech was al­
most a difficulty just then.

“You have uotjorgotten,” she went 
on more firmly, “thq—the—murder 
which took place here nearly two 
years ago V

"The murder, madam?" he echoed, 
the interest deepening, although some 
surprise mingled with it at the unex­
pected word.

“Yes—a gentleman—Mr. Rutledge of 
Rutledge Hall”—her voice had sunk 
almost to-a whisper—“who was found 
in his library shot, dead.”

There was silence for some minu­
tes in the library. The detective’s 
head was leaning on bis hand. Sid- 
new was watçhing him anxiously.

“I remember perfectly,” he said 
then, lifting his head. “The body was 
found in the morning by the servants, 
a gun by its side, bearing the initials 
of a gentleman in the neighborhood 
who disappeared at the time in com­
pany with the murdered man’s wife.”

"Supposed to be in her company,”
Sidney murmured faintly.

“There was no proof that he was 
not.”

“There wls no proof that he was,” 
she said quickly.

The detective smiled.
“Was there not?” he said coolly. j 

“Well, perhaps not; but it was a like­
ly supposition. The lady was very 
much younger than he* husband, 
believe?”

“Yes.”
“And very handsome ?"
"Very handsome.”
“And the gentleman with whom she ; harmless 

fled, or with whom she is supposed to sin, 
have fled, had been inwove with her 
before her marriage?”

“He admired her very much.”
"But was not in love with her?"
Sidney made no answer.
“Am I to understand so ?” he asked 

quietly.
“I am not likely to be able to judge,” 

she answered, with some unwilling- j Imitation 
ness, “because he was engaged to me Tiles, Bli 
at the time.” i Scenery
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“Mr. Hopgo.pd?” she said interro- in a tea-cjrp. • 
gatively, glancing for a moment at "Such matters are not unusual with 
the card in her h^id. us,..madam." he said, calmly.

“At your service, madam,” was the ) “I suppose not,” she answered, look- 
reply. accompanied by a low bow, and lng at him with something like cur- 
a quick keen glance which made Sid- iosity mingled with awe. 
ney feel as if the stranger saw into “On the contrary, they are of daily 
the ignermost depths of her heart and ■ occurrence,” he pursued. “Will you 
the secret recesses of her thoughts. ‘ allow me to ask one question, mad- 
^There was a brief silence. Sidney am?”

advanced slowly and stood by the “Certainly. What is it?” she said, 
table, resting one white hand upon with a flash of terror in her beautiful 
it, her eyes downcast, her breath com- ; eyes.
isg quickly and unevenly. >, This1 -The letter received, desiring my 
stranger was here at her request and attendance, was signed 'Sidney

Daunt,’ ” he said, taking out a little 
| note-book^and glancing at it. “May I 
ask who the writer was?”

“I was the writer.”
But the name is a man’s name',” he 

said quietly.
“It is mine nevertheless," she re­

joined, with some haughtiness. “I am 
Sidney Daunt.”

He made a slight bow, and there was 
another short pause.

“There is one thing I wish to ask 
! you,” she saTd nervously. “I should 

like the object of your visits here to 
remain a perfect secret; I do not wish 
any member of my household to sus­
pect who you are, or the reason for 
your visits here—that is, if you are 
obliged to repeat this one.”

“You need be under no apprehen­
sion on that score,” he said gravely. 
“I need scarcely say that we are* used 
to secrecy.”

Another slight pause.
“It Is a very painful matter,” Sid­

ney began, her lip# quivering a lit- ! 
tie; “and I cannot give you many ' 
particulars. Personally I—I know no 
more of the matter than anybody can 
know, except that l am assured of the 
Innocence of one person whom others 
think guilty.” * •

The man looked at her more atten­
tively now.

“May I ast how" you possess that 
assurance?” he said.

"By my knowledge of the character 
of the accused,” she replied. "I know 
that it is impossible that he should 
have committed the crime of which 
he is thought to be guilty.”

“I am afraid that very often very 
unlikely persons turn out to be guilty, 
madam,” he remarked, with more in­
terest than he had yet shown ; and, 
drawing up a chair, he set down, and 
leaning forward, said gravely: “Will
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detective leaned forward, putting her ! Papers.—oct9,3t,eod 
hand Impressively on the table.

“Mrs. Daunt,” he said gravely,
“there Is an old proverb which bids 
you tell your lawyer and your doctor 
the whole truth. It applies equally 
well in our case. Unies you tell me 
the whole truth and all your suspic­
ions, I can do but little.'1

"I will answer any questions,” she 
murmured faintly.

“Thank you. Then do you think that 
Mr. Grevllle—that was the name—I 
think I am not mistaken—was In love 
with Mrs. Rutledge?"

He had taken out his little note-book 
agaip, had consulted It, and now sat 
with the pages open in his hand.

“I think so,” Sidney murmured.
"Therefore her mariage was a great 

disappointment to him?”
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He declined, with a bow, anq retain­
ed his position by the fire.

"Of course you understand that what 
I say to you is in strictest confidence?" 
she began, earnestly.

He bowed.
"And that it is a very serions and 

Important matter.”
Another bow, and another slight 

parting of the lips, as if hê had an in­
clination to smile, which he imme­
diately repressed.

"It is, in fact," Sidney continued, her 
manner gaining earnestness as she 
went on, "a matter of life and death!"

Again there was a slight movement
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