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few momenta. I.D.B. is terribly risky; 
and fifteen years on Cape Towtf break­
water, which was constructed by con­
vict labour, was the portion of the 
unlucky one who fell a victim to his 
own carelessness or the vigilance of 
the police.

According to the Act, it is illegal to 
possess a diamond if you are not a 
licensed dealer, and the police have 
well-nigh unlimited power in arrest­
ing and searching people whom they 
have reason to suspect. They may 
even seize packets passing through 
the post, should they believe they con­
tain stones illicitly obtained. In two 
years £30,000 worth of “goniphers"— 
as stolen diamonds are called—were 
seized, and the salaries of special I. 
D.B. detectives amounted to £25,000. 
A registration fee of % per cent, dur­
ing the same period brought in £30,- 
000.

When the precautions taken at the 
mines are very stringent All workers 
have to strip, and put on a special 
dress when they arrive at the mines; 
and when the time for leaving-off 
comes, they are again searched, their 
hair, nostrils, ears, and the inside of 
their mouth being closely scrutinised. 
They are also made to jump over bars, 
so that the motion may shake free any 
diamonds they may have managed to 
conceal.

To fight all these precautions the 
unlicensed buyer is not without his 
machinery. Mounted on swift horses, 
his "troopers”—as the runners are 
called—convey the stolen stones at a 
gallop over the frontier to the I.D.B. 
depots. If hard pressed by the police, 
in spite of the excellence of their 
horses, they drop the "goniphers,” 
cased in lead, into the lhng grass, re- . 
turning for them later. Dogs are fed 
with meat containing diamonds, after-( 
wards being killed and cut open, j 
Stones have been concealed in the tails j 
of oxen, and beneath the wings of j 
fowls. A native employed by an un- i 
licensed buyer used to hide stolen i 
stones in the bowl of his pipe, then ! 
fill it up with tobacco and begin to 
smoke. A diamond is not as big as a 
grand piano, and ways of hiding it are 
innumerable.

day cut off your head with the very 
sword you have seen leap out of Its 
own accord from the scabbard.”

The nobleman was so alarmed that ; 
he got out of the house as quickly as i 
possible, but, being drawn into a plot 
shortly afterwards, was executed by 
that very man and the identical sw >rd.

The Two Brothers.
Lastly comes a case from the late 

war. A soldier told me that he was 
conversing toith his brother one day, 
shortly before the outbreak of the 
war, when a sword that was hanging 
over the mantelpiece near them, sud­
denly came out of the sheath, and fell 
with a loud clatter on the fender.

No one was in the room but these 
two at the time, but when they related 
the incident to their mother, she 
burst out crying and exclaimed:

! “It's a bad sign! I'm certain it Is. 
Praise God, it will bo only one of you 
that will be taken and not both.”

And her words came true. War 
broke out, both brothers enlisted, and 
the voanger of the two was killed in — 
a cavalry charge soon after he ar­
rived at the Front. The other came 
through the war unscathed, but died 
of pleurisy soon after. /

The Risks of Illicit
Diamond Buying.

Phantom Swords. and it was then told him that it vyaa 
a sure presentiment cf coming evil.

The warning was justified, for the 
unhappy nobleman was killed on tbo 
battlefield soon afterwards.

A Case From Germany.
Another case comes from Germany. 

A certain young nobleman happening 
to lose his way one dark and stormy 
evening in a big town, knocked at the 
door of the most respectable-looking 

i house he could see. It was opened 
, almost at once by a tall man in rather 
| poor clothes, bnt possessed of the most 
■' singularly cruel and savage features, 
who bowed politely to the wayfarer 
and conducted him into an inner 
chamber, the walls and floor of which 
were smothered in swords, scourges 
and machines of a dreadfully ominous 
nature.

As the young nobleman stood ap­
palled, hardly knowing what to say or 
think, a sword suddenly fell from its 
scabbard with a loud clink on the 
floor.

The nobleman drew hack in alarm, 
noticing as he did so the eyes of his 
host fix on him with a curious expres­
sion of inquisitiveness and malignity. 
So remarkable was the look that the 
nobleman could not refrain from in­
quiring who his host,was and why he 
eyed Jiim in such a very peculiar man­
ner.

"I am the public executioner," was I 
the reply, "and the incident you j 
have Just witnessed is a sure sign that I 
in the fulfilment of my office I will one ■

In Stock Just Received:
Ex S. S. Kyle, direct from 
Toronto, a large shipment 
of

EXTRA CHOICE FRESH 

KILLED

(By ELLIOTT O'DONNELL in Pear­
son’s Weekly.)

Swords are so closely associated 
with all the grim horrors of killing 
that it is not,

People are often reminded by sun­
dry paragraphs tn the newspapers of 
the vast sums-earned by the diamond- 
mining companies. The profits, how­
ever, might not have been so large 
were it not for the South African Dia­
mond Trade Act of 3882, which creat­
ed a new offence—that of illicit dia­
mond buying, familiarly called “LD.

Lyman’sperhaps, remarkable 
their ghostly counterparts should be 
regarded as invariable omens of ill.

History can point to a number of 
instances of sword omens, though 
none, perhaps, more extraordinary 
than that connected with the Lovat 
family.

In the mansion of the Lovais, as in 
most mansions of the old aristocracy, 
there hung on the walls a large as­
sortment of swords, and it is recorded 
that on the birth of the Lord Lovat of 
Jacobite renown, several of them leap­
ed out of their scabbards of their own 
accord, those that witnessed the phe­
nomenon believing they were drawn 
simultaneously by invisible hands.

The incident was borne in mind 
when the unfortunate Lord Lovat lost 
his head, when it was declared to have 
been a warning of that much^lamented 
catasthrophe.

The Phantom of Death.

It is hardly to be wondered at that 
a family abounding in so many tradi­
tions as the Douglas should number 
among them one at least referring to 
a sword. The young Douglas of Chevy 
Chase renown, shortly before that bat­
tle, was ascending the staircase of his 
castle when the shadow of a huge

Rennet
TabletsThe practitioner of I.D.B. is gener­

ally a native of the ghetto—keen, as­
tute, and unscrupulous. He works 
through native touts, and it is no un­
common thing for him to have sixty 
or seventy coloured men in his pay. 
The transaction generally takes place 
in some low eating-house or grog­
shop, when uncut stones worth hun­
dreds of pounds change hands in a

PRICES RIGHT.

These Rennet Tablets 
are the best form of Ren­
net it is possible to get and 
together with fresh Milk 
(or Klim) will make the 
most delicious Junket.

M. J. Bladder,
54 New Gower St.
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P.E.OUTERBRIDGE,
King’s Rd., cor. Gower St. 

Telephone 60.CASH’S Tobacco Store 
wishes to draw Smok­
ers’ attention to their re­
cent shipment of the 
famous Old English

liESmsi■ Heita V
sue’* Ointment, will relieve you at once 
is certainly cure you. £><\ » pox; ell 
-a or K-dnianeon, Bates & Co., Limited, 
to. Sample box free if you mention this 
and enclose Sc. stamp to pay pottage.

double-handled sword suddenly barred 
his way. Much astonished, he stood 
still not knowing wiiether to advance 
or retreat, when the sword vanished,

===MAJESTIC THEATRE^=
TO-DAY.

Alice Brady in

“The Death Dance.”
A story of Dance and Song, of sorrow and tears and an

ending that thrills.

Dr. Lehr
BRIAR PIPES.

Also to again remind 
smokers that in connec­
tion with our Pipe De­
partment we have a re­
gular up-to-date 

PIPE HOSPITAL 
where ordinary repairs 
can be done and stems 
fitted at the shortest

DENTIST,
Has removed to

Strang’s Buildim 
329 Water S!„

Three Doors West < 
A. Goodridge & Son:

Give a Thought to Music !
Don’t wait till your piano becomes 

so bad that it gets on your friends’ 
and neighbours’ nerves. If It has be­
gun to get "tinny”, the probability 
la it needs tuning. If yon want your 
piano put in good condition and kept 
so. itnd for me. Yearly contracts 
taken.

MARMADCKB H, FINDLATEB,
188 Water Street, and Ordnance 

Street
Janl,eod,2m Phone «41 A.

Jan6,t,th,s,tfHistory repeats itself in 
latest photo master-piece.

Nothing Succeeds Like Suceess-and ALICE BRADY
===IVIAJESTIC THEATRE!

THE DEATH DANCE," Alice Brady’s
me eew fubnom eras aer.

JAMES P. CASH •kin OImwm. No. 3 for Chronic Weakness#!
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MUTT AND JEFF JEFF THINKS HIS METHOD BEATS DEPORTATION By Bud Fisher.
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A Great Bargain in Floor Covering.
126 CONGOLEUM RUGS,

A Barg;
3 yards long; 1 1-2 yards wide.

ain for $5.70. Sale Price $41.80.
See Our 1 gflCUflD CnilC A ntlimiiv ltd I Don’t Mfos Thui '
Window. 1 «
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null If 1, OU110 06 UUIVIIHIlIp Lilli | Chance. Buy Now.


