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SALUTARY ADVICE, BUT USELESS
Lord Milner, addressing an assemb’y 

in Montreal, gave a word ol friendly 
advice to Canadian manufacturers. He 
said :—

"I think the position ox the Can
adian manufacturers is a very strong 
one. But I should like to utter one 
wc-rd oi warning. There seems to be 
a growing free trade policy in many 
parts of this country. I do not be
lieve it will prevail. I do not think 
that in the interests either of Can
ada or of the empire it should pre
vail. But I believe the movement 
would become very formidable ii 
the (bow of protection were strung too 
tightly, arid were not, as time and 
circumstances demand, to toe some
what relaxed. From the point of view 
of the manufacturers themselves it 
would be a mistake to be too aggres
sive. As long as they retain a position 
of substantial advantage in the home 
market they have no interest, but the 
reverse, in "diminishing the prosperity 
of their own beet customers as exces
sive duties do diminish it.”

Later on he added»— ,
“It is all a question of degree, of 

what is a reasonable amount of pro
tection to the Canadian (producer. 
But it is quite evident that if a par
ticular : rade or t rades which have no 
natural advantages in Canada, cau 
make the Canadian consumer pay 
much more than their value ior their 
products he will have so much lees to 
spend on the products of other Can
adian industries which may ’be much 
more suitable to Canadian condi
tions.”

H Lord Milner had spent six year» 
in Canada instead of six weeks lie 
would have understood the futility of 
making any such appeal to reason ‘c 
the dominant element of the Can
adian manufacturers. It would then 
have been apparent to him as it is to 
everybody else that the more the,sc 
gentlemen are favored the more im
pudent they become in demanding 
more favors, and that the only way 
to prevent them getting more than the 
people are prepared to give them is 
to demand eternally that they get less.

Lord Milner is the Elisha on whom 
the tariff mantle of Mr. Chamberlain 
is supposed to fall. His words may 
be taken therefore as being intended 
one for the Canadian manufacturers

free trade sentiment in Canada. They 
could then point to the Motherland 
as a country which had tried the freo. 
trade doctrine under every favorable 
circumstance, and had abandoned it 
as a fetish. Wherefore, they rejoice, 
and arc exceedingly glad when oppor
tunity offers to laud and magnify ’n 
Canada a conspicuous advocate of pro
tection in Britain. But these lauda
tions let it be understood, emanate 
from no concern to better the condi
tion of the British manufacturer, but 
from the hope that the adoption of 
protection in Brituiiy would me. n th< 
death of free trade sentiment in Can
ada.

Let it not be doubted that if Brh 
tain should turn from free trade to 
even moderate tariff -this reversion 
would be duly paraded before the 
Canadian people as proof beyond 
doubt or cavil that Canada should 
turn from moderate tariff to higher, 
tariff. Ii a small dose were thought 
good for the Mother Land why not n 
large dose for the Colony? so would 
run the query. More, we should see 
the very fact that a tariff had beer 
erected ior the .benefit of the British 
manufacturers reared into an argu
ment for a high Canadian tariff 
against British goods. These men, 
we would be told, had been given a 
new advantage in the wav of produc
tion; and upon this would be built the 
theory that it was unfair to risk the 
Canadian manufacturer to compete 
with them without giving him addi
tional advantages also. Let the policy 
of tarirf-building bo started in Bri
tain and his lordship may rest assured 
that the cvcr-loyal Canadian manu
facturers will shout for more as loudly 
as anybody. And the particular kind 
Of “more” they might be expected to 
shout for first would be the boosting 
of Canada’s tariff against British 
goods. Nor would his- lordship’s inilv’i 
and salutary advice for a moment re
strain them; for they are convinced 
beyond persuasion that in matters . f 
tariff the more one. gets the better, 
and that the more one neks for the 
more he is likely to get.

A GAY GAS-CON'
The Regina Leader enjoys a chuckle 

at Edmonton’s expense over what it 
calls “The Light That Failed.” The 
Leader seems to think Begin* with 
no proposal for a gas supply id in a 
better position than Edmonton with 
the project hanging fire. It says':—

“Some two years ago a certain Am
erican combination known as Eaton 
& Springer, Ltd., a subsidiary com
pany of the International Lighting & 
Heating Co., of Cleveland, Ohio., ap
plied to the city of Regina for a fran
chise for the manufacture and distri 

cud one for the British manufactur- i bluion of manufactured gas. Messrs.

tneir tongues have spoken loyalty
the empire, their votes and luflucnc 
have been the servants of the brand

stay» there. The Britisher who bases 
his imperial fiscal policy on the notion 
that the Canadian manufacturers 
welcome his goods in the Canadian 
•market, or that they would willing’/ 
permit him to continue to send them 
hfilter should revise his premise--. 
Lord Milner or any other third party 
to the contrary.

Canadians understand thoroughly 
the anxiety which Canadian protected 
interests display to see the cause of 
protection prosper in Britain. The 
free trade sentiment which Lord Mil
ner noticed in Canada is due very 
largely tô the peerless record of ad
vancement Britain has made under 
free trade. From this n-eord Canadi
an advocates of free trade argue that 
Canada too should be able to do great
er things by following the example if 
the Old Land, ff, therefore, this ex
ample could be destroyed one ox th 
argumente for successive tariff reduc 
tions in Canada-would go by the 
board. If Britain, after genorntiort* 
of experience, were to abandon tn

Sir Thomas Shougbnessy said in ■ at when industry is sufficiently competition of British rails by a duty

ers; designed at the "same time ns
friendly advice to the Canadian manu-' 
-facturer that he had better not ask 
too much, end as assurance to the 
British manufacturer that Lord Mil
ner’s tariff policy might not destroy 
ids chances of doing business in Can
ada.

Id is doubtful along which line ad
vice was most needed, for if the Can
adien manufacturer has been incon
siderate in his demands for favors, the 
British manufacturer -has most excel 
lent reasons for apprehending thelos 
of Canadian business as a con
sequence -of British tariff-boosting. 
Lord Milner and the British manu 
facturer 
the Canadian 
mix their sentim-mts and their fiscal 
policies. They stand for number on* 
first, last and always- and stand < n 
occasion quite as resolutely and quitt
as readily against British competition 
as against any other competition. Ir 
the Britisher is able to do business in 
Canada today he owes nothing to the 
Canadian manufacturers nor their po
litical allies. From first to last they 
have labored as faithfully and as heart
ily for the destruction of the British 
preference as for the elevation of tile 
general Canadian tariff- If their work 
fn -this direction has been less con
spicuous it has been so through fear 
of arousing suspicions ox their ever 
vaunted imperial loyalty. But while

Eaton and Springer were eloquent as 
to the (benefits which would accrue to 
the people of Regina were such a 
franchise granted and the Cleveland 
charter-mongers ware strongly sup
ported in,their scheme by our after
noon contemporary, and one or two 
of the city aldermen.

"Believing that the proposed charter 
would be inimical to the best interests 
of the city and in view of the proved 
success of the municipally owned elee- 
tric light plant, the Leader strongly 
opposed the granting of the chartei. 
which was likewise opposed by many 
of the most prominent citizens, and 
upon the bylaw being voted on by the 
ratepayers it was lost by on over
whelming adverse majority.

"Judging from the subsequent‘his
tory of tlie Eaton fc Springer Co. in

Vancouver t6e other day that the C. 
P. R. would be quite willing to get 
along without subsidies provided 
the policy of giving grants was stop
ped altogether, and none given to oth
er lines. No doubt Sir Thomas speaks 
truly. - The C. P. R. have now reach
ed a stage of growth when public 
grants are about as necessary to as
sist it to build railway as public do
nations are necessary to enable 
Andrew Carnegie to support his 
family. With assets-measured by the 
hundred million the C. P. R. can go 
into the market and without public 
grants or government endorswtion se 
cure all the money they want for road 
extension and equipment. Public 
grants are to tihe C. P. R. Co. simply, 
so much found money. They do not 
need them and they ought to be 
ashamed to take them.

But there is a string to Sir Thomas' 
offer. The C. P R. Co. -arc willing 
to do without the grants provided 
grants (be rxo£ given any other 
roads. That is, the C. P. R. Co. are 
willing to finance their own roads and 
equipment if other roads are compel
led to do tihe same. Correct again, 
no- doubt, for the C. P. R| Oo. under
stand that on this arrangement rail
way competition would break up their 
monopoly in Western Canada about 
the time the elements are broken up 
in the final cataclysm. Doing without 
grants would be no hardship to the 
C. P. R. But doing without grants 
would be a hardship on the competit
ors of the C. P. R. Rival companies 
have not been found willing to build 
lines to compete with the C. P. R. 
without public assistance. They have, 
been found none too ready to do so 
even with public assistance. The ne
cessary assumption is that if we stop
ped giving the assistance to them we 
would suspend the construction of 
competing roads. This condition .1 
things Sir Thomas considers so highly 
desirable that he is willing to accept 
it. No doubt. Being fully armed him
self at the public expense the worthy 
knight is willing that wc should stop 
providing arms ior combatants of the 
transportation arena.

There is another proposal which 
comes muc.i nearer the rights of things 
and to which Sir Thomas may not 
give as ready r.ssent. That is, that ro 
more grants be given the C. P. R. un
til the assistance given competing 
roads equals the total grants already 
given that company. The proposition is 
on absolutely fair one, or in so far 
it is unfair it is so because it leaves 
the balance of advantage with the C. 
P. R. By public grants that com
pany have been enabled to build t.p 
a system which can now stand (Horn- 
and stretdi itself without further as
sistance. But it has been fotind ne
cessary in the public interest to have 
other roads built in the country than 
those owned or controlled by them. 
There could be no possible unfairness 
in simply cutting off the grants to 
the old established concern until the 
new ones are in as healthy a condi
tion ns it is. The C. P. R. Co. would 
have the advantage ol being first on 
the ground and of having all the 
money they want to occupy now 
ground as fast as they please. This 
handicap cannot be taken from them 

; and would remain the effectual and

developed the tariff should be cut 
down and the industry left to stand 
alone ; at least this was Sir John 
Macdonald’s view of it. Some sim
ilar check should surely hold in the 
policy of railway fostering. If so. 
then the C. P. R. has surely reached 
the stage of development when it 
might with every fairness and assur
ance be left to ' fight its way against 
competitors encouraged in their 
youth by a trifling fraction of the as
sistance we have lavished upon it.

“FAITH WITHOUT WORKS.”
Commissioner Clark, of Calgary, : f- 

ter inspecting the Edmonton Radial 
railway, is convinced that the Calgary 
system could be made to pay ns n 
municipal enterprise and advises the 
citizens to retain it and to op.-rato it 
them selves. Whether the commission
er’s judgment be right or wrong he 
seems to have* more faith in his city 
and in the quality of public service 
it can demand than some other people 
who are urging the ratepayers to get 
rid of the system for fear it turn out 
a financial white elephant, Such fear 
rests in tlie final analysis on one < f 
tiro assumptions ; either that Calgary 
has not the bxfeiness for a street rail
way, or that Calgary cannot secure, 
efficient management of a street rail 
way system under municipal owner
ship. Neither assumption does much 
credit to the holders, the less, that 
some of them have been incessant :r. 
boasting tlie enormous population, the 
tremendous business and the immeas
urable future of their city. Usually 
the boasting has been done less to 
show the greatness of Calgary than to 
prove the comparative littleness of. 
Edmonton. Whatever Edmonton may 
or may not be its citizens have en
ough confidence in their city and 
themselves to tackle the job of run
ning their own street railway system. 
They have undertaken it without héri
tai ion and in face.-of repeated oppor 
(unities to sell on terms o.uite as 
good ns Calgary lias received or will 
receive from any responsible com
pany. It is surely a remarkable spec
tacle then to see preachers of Cal
gary’s sujjpriority beseeching the Cal
gary citizens to let go their street 
railway lest it should go under fo: 
want ol business or through bad man
agement. It is lip to these gentlemen 
to both put up and shut up. Already 
they have borne witness to less faith 
in their city and themselves than the 
people of Edmonton have expressed 
in hard cash and heavy obligations 
The best amend they can make is a 
long silence and ynpmful shouldering 
of their share 61 £l burden which evon 
the people of despised and insignifl 
cant Bimonton have picked up with
out a tremor. They have been preach
ing long enough. ,;Let us see now wlmt 
iaith they have in their sermons.

—---------------------------------------------------------------

SCRUTINY WARRANTED.

may as well understand th6t| w^sTell" j f®*’’0 off"act.t<> the advantage given
adian ananuiacvUt ers <lo nut, advised. Messrs. Kftton & Springer \ competitors in the shape of^■Spring!

applied for a charter to manufacture I bonuses, 
gas in Edmonton at the same time ! Ii the onlv. ,, „ _ , " j “ point o! railway policythat Ln-> applied in Regina, and were , „ „ „ _successful in their application. They WM° Uu br,alri,“ UP of C- 1- R 
got their charter, but Edmonton has 
not yet got its gas and do not appear 
likely to get it for some considerable, 
time to come—from Eaton & Springer 
The franchise granted to those enter
prising gentlemen from Cleveland by 
the people of the Alberta capital, prac
tically lapsed some months ago owing 
to the charter holders Tiaving failed 
to commence work within the stipu
lated time, and it now only requires

monopoly the poorest of all means 6! 
accomplishing this would bo to. assist 
that company in the same proportion 
as we assist their weaker competitors, 
for this would enable the C. F. R. to 
build mile for mile with those com
petitors, and thus maintain the lead, 
over -any or all of them. That assist
ance is continued to the C. P. R. Co. 

a resolution of the council to nullify f iR not due to any notion that they 
the charter. In the meantime Eaton .could not afford to build new roads
& Springer, alias the International 
Heating & Lighting Co., of Cleveland, 
Ohio, are asking for an extension of 
time, with profuse promises of the 
wonderful things they will do with the 
coming oi spring and the birds.”

THE WESTERN CROP..
H. O. Fowler, secretary of the 

of chanty which begins at home-ami Northwest Gr„in Dealers’ association,

without assistance, nor that it would 
be unfair to essiA others and noi 
them, but because the purpose of as
sistance is first and foremost to get 
railways built,, whether by the C. P 
R. Co. or by others. It is not end 
should not be any part of publia 
policy to prevent or unduly handicap 
the C. P. R. Co. in the extension of 
their system. So long as competing 
lines are broxiglit into being to pr

has issued the following estimate of 
the western crop and of the disposi
tion oi it up to Nov. 1st:—

Bushels, vent them controlling the traffic or 
Wheat—6,055,600 acres at 16.4 jthe country, the more the company
O» "Lres- ' ' at " '34.6 99’3U'm , ^ T'V"* '***' ^

bushels per acre.....................  90,202,200 u wenkpr roadj will not, or cannot,
Barley—855.650 acres at 24.4 | extend without assistance the chances

bushels per acre .......... 20.877,860 are the C. P. R. Co. would not do
F»r^r»a"“.at..,-8..berh: ?at at ^

The situation as to wheat iw cn 011 wluch thc .continuance of propor- 
Nov. 1 is reported toy Mr. Fowler as Uoowl<‘ assistance to the C. P. R Co 
follows is justified.
Inspected to date, 24,241 cars .. 25,453,000 ' T*10 question remains a fair one
In store at country points .... H,160,000 though whether this has not been con-
In transit, not inspected ........  1,400,(100 tinned long enough, whether we
Allow for seed and feed .......... 12,00fl,INHI ®Wd not conf,nV °«r 'distance n

future to concerns without the pres. 
61,013,006 tige and etreng'.ii of the C, P. R. 

Balance in farmers ’ hands to I leaving it to that road to maintain
market..................................... 38.298,840
(22 per cent, wheat No. 4 and under.)

ON THE SÏDE.
Chinn has a new Dowager Empress. 

Death does not end ail things.

its position by thc enormous resources 
we have already assisted it to accum
ulate. That this would prevent the 
C. P. R. building roads is doubtful. 
They have the money to do So if they 
want to use it, and the extension of

Considerable comment liaa be.-n 
awakened oi late by the announce
ment that the Dominion Iron and 
Steel company, tit’Nota Scotia, have 
secured a contract ' to supjily 90,000 
tone of steel rails to an Indian rail
way. The contract waa secured in 
competition with the British and Ger
man makers. What -would otherwise 
be an occasion for congratulation, 
however, is somewhat marred by thu 
report that the price for these rails 
is ten dollars per ton lose than the 
company charge {or rails sold in Can
ada.

ït is only a few months since the 
rail mills at the Soo were reported 
closed for went of orders; presumably 
they are closed yet for the same iea- 
son. About the same time came the curi
ously inconsistent statement of a C.

I, P. B. official that the building opera
tions of the company in Western 
Canada were being retarded by in
ability to secure rails, thc delay re
sulting practically in the postpone
ment until- A ext year of the work 
which w-ould have been completed this 
year on the Medicine Hat-Lacombe 
line.

Taken together these two circum
stances seem to indicate a peculiar 
condition of things. Ou the one hand 
we have a concern closing down pro
fessedly because they have no orders 
to fill, while a railway company js 
help up in building new road because 
of inability to secure rails; on the 
other hand we have tlie owners of .an
other mill going to India in search <i 
customers for their product, and 
closing a bargain there at ten dollars 
per ton less than they ask for that 
product at home.

Ordinarily this might be a matter 
of purely private business, beyond 
legitimate criticism and beyond gov
ernment- interference and investiga
tion ; though the shutting down of 
mills has become so commonly a part 
of “combine” policy as to suggest that 
on this ground the situation is not 
above suspicion. But there is another 
ground oil which there is full warrant 
for investigation by u government 
commission lnto the whole cireum-

of $4.50 lier ton, and by a duty of $7 
against all others. Besides this they 
receive the bonus paid for the pro
duction ox iron and steel in Canada 
in accord with the amount of their 
output of these articles. On this 
ground alone the Government are per- 
f'-ctly entitled to inquire into the con
ditions and methods of the business 
to determine the advisability or non- 
advisability of lessening the amount 
of protection they enjoy.

A concern operating under the shel
ter of a tariff is not altogether a 
private enterprise. Its owners have 
received special favors "from the pub
lic, which in turn entitle -the public 
to more than the consideration a 
non-protected enterprise is bound tc 
give. They have received from the 
public a certain guarantee of success 
for their business ; have appealed for, 
and received a monopoly of the homo 
market on the plea that their busi
ness in turn will confer certain ad
vantages on the public. By their own 
plea then the country is absolutely 
entitled to consider how far this con
dition of the favor is being or has 
been fulfilled, and the agents of the 
country, the Government, or its eomi 
missioners, are in no way invalidai- 
ing the rights of private property p 
conducting an examination to that 
end

It must surely be an implied obli
gation imposed on the protected in
dustry to sell its goods at home ,-s 
cheaply as abroad. Yet if the report 
cited above be true the Dominion 
Ivon and Steel company are selling 
their rails in India for $25 per ton 
while they are charging the Dominion 
cf Canada $34 to $35 per ton for rails 
used on the National Transcontin
ental. It is at least difficult to dis
cern in this evidence of the patriotism 
which high protectionists are so fond 
of preaching to the farmers.

Nor is it easier to see the wisdom 
of permitting such condition. Presum
ably the sale in India was made for 
one ol two purposes: Either to clear 
out a temporary surplus and thus 
preven t a glut in the home market ; 
or in the ordinary course of business 
and at a price which leaves the mak
ers a profit. In the former ease the 
company have denied the country the 
benefit which some one had to re
ceive and which Canada of all others 
was entitled to receive. In the lat
ter ease the tariff has been made a 
shelter behind which the price of a 
greatly needed commodity has been 
unduly enhanced.

For this and similar offences the 
obvious remedy is to reduce the am
ount of protection forthwith. If the 
company can afford to - sell rails in 
India ,at $25 per ton they can assur
edly afford to do so in Canada. If 
they cannot afford to do so, then 
they have denied to the people of 
Canada a benefit they were entitled 
to by all the laws of reciprocal ob
ligation. In any event the absolute 
removal of the maximum $7 duty 
would leave the company ctill free to 
sell rails in Canada at three dollars 
per ton more than they are said to he 
selling them for in India-

It ought to be a matter for general 
agreement, too, that the first busi-

in su-">leadership for the reason that Zealand premier; and so. we "feel 
while he remains in Parliament Mr. ! cony>nced, when its advantages are 
Borden dare not fire him if he wanted
to ; - and his continuance in the sub
leadership means the party’s continu
ance in Opposition, for the people of 
Canada have no notion of putting Mr. 
Foster in charge oi their money. From 
the Liberal view-point Mr. Foster’s 
continued occupancy of one half oi 
Mr. Borden’s desk is certainly “One 
of the good tilings.”

ON THE SIDE.

A mining syndicate has secured a 
concession to quarry the Giant’s 
Causeway. Gibraltar is lcit.

Our Montana herd of buffalo very 
literally “ran a bluff” on their would- 
be captors Monday.

The coming session of Parliament 
is expected to be a short one. It 
might be well to have ehetions every 
year.

An Empress Dowager seems to en
joy ex-officio the honors and emolu
ments of being re.ign-nxaker to th-' 
royal family.

Emperor William having made a 
magpie Président Roosevelt has one 
more chance for the 1,000 yards in
terview championship.

There arc only 523 residents at thc 
Kingston penitentiary. But then the 
Ontario machinery of justice is in the 
iinnds of the Whitney government.

Mr. Rockefeller has been giving 
evidence in a New York couit. It is 
to be hoped the fees will be proniptlv 
paid, for Edmonton needs that gas 
.plant.

Caigary made the Dominion fair 
pay expenses e.nd even claims to have 
a surplus. There were two or three 
newspapermen on the directorate of 
course.

Tlie councils of the Twin Cities 
will petition the Provincial Legisla
ture l'Or another inter-city bridge. 
Thus do men conspire to abridge tho 
work of nature.

Citizens wtyo feel their patience 
wobbling when the cars are temporar
ily tied up should remember that the. 
pleasures of anticipation • exceed the 
joys of supper.

The Mikado has been reviewing hi? 
fleet; perhaps just to remind himself 
and other people tirait the United 
States squad roil is not the only thing
that plows tin* Pacific.

Ottawa is going to start a publicity 
campaign. Without wishing to inter
fere ait all, soma one should nominate 
Judge (tissel:; as commissioner. His 
salary might be made retroactive for 
two of three months to cover service 
already rendered.

A Calgary commissioner says Ed
monton is in trouble because the C. 
P. R. won’t let our cars run over 
"their bridge.” If this indicates he

. , . , way their executive sizes up things
ness ox a protected industry is to nt honle I10 wondei. the Calgary rate_
supply the demands of the home mar
ket. Yet the Soo mills are closed 
and the Nova Scotia mills are seek
ing orders in India while Canadian 
roads arc scouring creation for steel 
to lay, and one of them has been pre
vented extending railway accommo
dation to a large and iuirly settled 
district to which it would have been 
extended but for this handicap. This 
is an absolute reversal of the implied 
obligations of protection. The consid
eration on which this species of favor 
is granted is that primarily the home 
market will be supplied by the home 
factories. But when the home fac
tories fail to supply the home market 
and still go half-way round the earth 
looking for markets, surely a screw 
lias come loose somewhere in -lie 
double-action gear the machine.

These considerations would seem to 
amply justify a coni miss ion of in
quiry into the whole business of steel 
rail manufacture in Canada, with a 
view either of getting the home de
mand supplied from the home mills 
at a proper figure, or of allowing the 
demand to be supplied by those who 
arc willing to supply it at such figure, 
whether they manufacture at home 
or abroad. Railway extension in Can
ada is oi more importance than 
thc making of steel magnates. 
It should certainly not be imperiled 
nor held up by the manipulations < i 
firms abusing the advantage of a tariff 
erected to preserve the home market 
for their, benefit.

stances and conditions of the steel rail 
business, in the interests and on be
half of the public.

The production of steel rails in Can
ada is encouraged by the. maintenance8ix months’ residence in Dakota no competing lines would provide them

ig
is ment ol bonuses. The makers of this

payers are so often carrying bricks.

"Tlie reclamation of the South" ir 
said to be the biggest job ahead r ! 
Tati. Quite likely. If lie can hitch 
the solid South onto thc Republican 
band-wagon lie will ‘ find no trouble 
in driving over the scattered rem
nants of Democracy four years from 
now-. But----- ?

St. Pierre Island now boasts an 
“annexation” party who carry fixe 
Stars and Stripes but sing thc Mar
seilles. As their affections do not. 
seem fixed Canada might send out a 
schooner and tow them into the St. 
Lawrence. Or they might be hitched 
onto Prince Edward Island. The 
people cf that Province would perhaps 
swap their prospective tunnel for a 
real island.

of business men in this country, 
well as all who care for imperial uni
ty and understand the part that cheap 
communications now play in the lit 
of all communities. There is one con
dition which ought to be laid down 
from the outset and rigidly insisted 
upon. If this great imperial enter
prise is carried out, let it be reserved 
for imperial uses. There is no occa
sion to complicate matters by admit
ting foreign countries1 to tlie cable 
union. Let us keep it to give a spe
cial advantage in their dealing with 
one another to the states of the Brit
ish realm, and as a most potent Un- 
tor in organizing the whole of tii.n 
body politic and welding its compo
nent parts together.' Instituted witfi 
such objects and in this spirit, it will 
be worth achieving, even if it at fir.-: 
should involve some pecuniary sacri
fice upon the contributory govern
ments. The sacrifice can only be tem
porary ; in the long run it will be i„ 
profitable as it must be politically an l 
strategically advantageous."

"VITAL CURRENTS OF THE HIGHER 
LIFE.”

Toronto Globe.—William Chalmers 
Covert of Chicago has been contributing 
a series i f' articles to The Interior de
scriptive ci his experiences “On the Far 
and Fertile Edge of Things Canadian.’’ 
His paragraphs glow with phrases about 
the "golden panorama.” the “glorified 
foregrounds,” and the "magnificent per
spectives.” “All tlie way from Winnipeg 
to Moose Jaw the wheat stacks came 
marching down to the Canadian Pacific 
road from under a skyline so remote 
that no guessing the distance was sate.

You understand why bank build
ings are always among the early arrivals 
in these treeless landscapes, and whv 
Winnipeg has hanking houses that look 
like l^i Salle street institutions in Chi
cago.”

But what ho has to say about the 
wheatfields, the banking institutions, the 
railroads,zand all the rest that bulk so 
big among the things of the Canadian 
West,leads up to three paragraphs which 
we reproduce, because they stand with 
what their writer regards as “great un
derlying vital currents of the higher life 
that ono touches here at every turn." He 
was at seme point on the Canadian Nor
thern :—

“I saw the little trunk of a school 
toacher going into the remotest corner of 
a sparsely settled section of homestead- 
ers. When I helped the postman to life 
that brave girl's trunk from our wagon 
and carry it into the one cabin that con
stituted the Kelvfngton post office to 
await her call, I felt as though I was 
identifying myself with the great uplift
ing forces of a new land. 1 gloried in 
the courage and patriotism of that voung 
woman.

“Wo drove six miles out of our way to 
grasp the hand of a divinity student who 
had heard the call of the unshepherded 
and measured out to his conscience a 
circuit that swept through forty miles. 
He looked the gritty Uospeler that these 
churchless homestead regions welcome. 
He was shaping what as yet he could not 
see—charging with moral life conditions 
yet to come.

’These two—the teacher and the 
preacher—stand for great. underlying 
vital'currents of the higher life that one 
touches here at every turn. They repre
sent that which exceeds in interest the 
cereal glory and commercial power of 
these regions. These are the nobler, the 
more enduring qualities of this region's 
future, which relate themselves more in
timately to its progress than the dollars 
in its soil or tlie showy spectacle "of its 
industries. To have looked in upon those 
vital forces and factors of a coming Em
pire and seen them at their inception 
pi apt 1: ::.g with unique conditions, was 
to have Witnessed a rare and inspiring 
spectacle in thc world’s life."

It stands to the credit of the people of 
Canada that in the mad rush for "get- 
ting on," and in the apparent glorifica- 
t.on of Wheat as the god of the great 
Hast, they have not forgotten tlie old 
and time-honored institutions of intellec
tual and moral culture, the -school and 
the church. And thc “little school teach
er with her “little trunk," and thc “di- 
yimtr student" with his “Bagstor" and 
lus oronrho, mav well feel themselves 
among the real Empire-builders, without 
*2 services the more noisy agencies '* onld not avail.

EVERYBODY SATISFIED.

Tho Mail and Empire professes m 
regard it as “One of the good "things” 
of tho election that Mr. Foster was 
returned to Parliament. This shows 
about hoiv much chance thc mild- 
mannered malcontents have of ousting 
that honorable • gentleman from the 
sub-leadership while Mr. Borden and 
his friends control the (situation. How-

THE WIRE OF EMPIRE.
Standard of Empire: Mr. Lemieux, 

the Canadian Postmaster-General, 
has just left Ottawa in order to at
tend the meeting which is to be held 
at the Royal Colonial Institute on No
vember 10 to consider thc question ' f 
a cheaper cable service for the Brit
ish Empire. The proposal, which 
originated with Mr. Henniker Heaton, 
if it could be realized, would be as 
beneficial as the other postal reforms 
in which he has taken so influential 
a part. It is suggested that a confer
ence of postmaeters-general should be 
called by the government to consider 
the advisability of buying out tlie ex 
isting cable companies and establish
ing a uniform cheap rate for all parts 
of thc empire. A penny-a-word tariff 
is mentioned, with a shilling mini*

THE EXAMPLE OF GUELPH.
Calgary Albertan : In considei’ing 

tne question of the. municipal con
struction and ownership of street 
railways, the example of Guelph a 
quiet Ontario citv of 12,000 people’ is 
one tnat is worthy of consideration 
The people of Guelph first started in 
the railway business in 1838, when 
they built the Guelph Junction 
railway, a short 15-mile line to con
nect with the C.P.R. This line was 
m 1896 extended by the C.P.R. to 
Goderich. The line has been leased 
to the C.P.R. for 40 per cent, of the 
gross profits, and last year the city’s 
share amounted to over $20.000. This 
year it will be more.

In 1004 the city bought for $78,000 
its street railway, which had fallen 
into the hands of the banks, and 
placed it under the management of a 
board of five directors, appointed bv 
the council annually. On this board 
and also on the Guelph Junction rail
way. board, the council usually ap
points two or three of the aldermen. 
The first move of the street railway 
board was to ask $30,000 for the pur
chase of a storage battery, new cars, 
park and other improvements which 
the people votedrthem.

The road last year was commended 
by the Ontario Railway Commission 
as having the best roadbed*in the 
country; it has a 3-cent fare for regu
lar patrons.

In 1906-7, after spending over 
$3,000 on maintenance, it paid, a fi

mum for the message. It is possible per cent, dividend ; in 1007-8, owing to
that the cable companies might them
selves fall in witix the scheme, fore
seeing in it an immense increase m 
business, which would compensate 
them for the reduced rate. But, if 
they object, Mr. Henniker Heaton 
thinks the object might still be at
tained by extending tlie land lines 
and using the Marconi system for the 
oversea messages. There are difficul-

unusually severe climatic and busi
ness and municipal improvement 
conditions beyond the control of tin- 
board, tlie net gain on the year's 
operations was reduced to $5,064 : as 
the directors determined to maintain 
the efficiency of the road and tin- 
service even if the dividend suffered-. 
3 per cent, was paid this year.

Guelph is a city which is not as 
large or as progressive as Catgarv. 
A street railway would be more costly 
to operate than in Calgary, for the

trade, -the -protected interests of Can-honger entitles a man to a matrimon- ample reason for so using it. The'of a substantial tariff and bv the pa* 
* * 3* 'k u'*y «oix’.d find the weapon xal release. theory of “rostering industries” * '

ties, of course, but the project is if 
.so much value and importance, alike 

ovei, n the Mail and those for whom ! from the commercial and the political
it speaks are rejoiced oven- Mr. Foet- | side, that every effort ought to be cm- snow problem is a very serious on 
cr’s presence in Parliament ‘he ld°y<’d to render it practicable. The ! If a street railway can lie made !"
nie-usure is ninto-il Hi ^ Dominion Government is understood pay in Guelph, it can be made to paypitasure is mutual. His continuance tü bo generally in favor of the propo-’ in Calgary.

LIBERALS Cj 
ISLAND PI

After Seventeen Years < 
They are Again 1 

to Power!

-Charlottetown, P.E.T.. 
seventeen years of power 
Prince Edward Island, mi 
fillip of Hon. F. L. Ha^zal 
returned tu office fur luiirl 
the polls yesterday by a ill 
vote standing. 16 to I t. Th<| 
keen one every seat with tj 
two in this city where Lilj 
t u r n.ed by ace lama Lion, 
fought by both parties, 
tives endeavored to stir tipi 
they have done in British 
asserting that tlie provincj 
ing fairly dealt with by 
government in the mat tel 
The tunnel question, to" wlf 
ties have given some atlei 
platform, did net ügurel 
with the electors aiyl its ni 
(’apt. Joseph Head is" amoig 

The election resulted 
two members of the govern I 
E. Reid, minister of agrl 
Hon. John M. Clark, mini 
portfolio. À successor will li[ 
in John Richards,' one of 
bers of the house. He is onl 
ing agriculturists of the prl 
large importer of dairy cat! 
brother of J. W. Richards, ]■ 
feated A. À. Lefurgey in tg 
election several weeks ag 
majority in the local li-ouse| 
largest in the province.

Both Leaders Elect} 
Tim latest - returns indieJ 

tive gains in the \\Vstei ji p;j 
and and losses in the East. ! 
va tives think it will be ab| 
divided. Both leaders are 
mier Haszard*s majority bei| 
and Leader Mathiesen cut 
clcse. Thé Conservatives 
members from Prince, one t| 
and eight from Kingls couni 

When the House dissolT 
month ago, out of the tliirtj 
were three vacant, namely, 
held by tlnv lute Premier 
died in January last; Summel 
George tied kin resigned to tal 
appointment; and the see ou I 
Queen's, where the late I)| 
speaker, died shortly after 
the session. Of the remain! 
seven seats, nine-were‘■held 
servatives and eighteen by 
at the time of dissolution.-

The Subsidy Questil 
Among the causes contribl 

decreased Liberal majority ii| 
are the subsidies question, 
in parliament having voted 
Lefurgey’s amendment to givj 
an*increase similar r,> that 
British Columbia. Another I 
the high price of school book! 
thc government was held 
Prince county's Conservative 
in large part attributed to Lei 
tivifcv and influence since hif 
the Federal elections.

The result of the contest 
ure as follows, tho successful| 
being marked by asterisks:

QUEEN’S COUiNTN 
Liberals. Conservé
First district :

^Bcn. M. Smith Arthur S|
John A. Sinclair cMurdock

Second district :
*John McMillan W. S. Str|
*Wm. Laird Thos. Do|

Third district :
#Ron.j.H.CommiskoyH. F. Fei| 
*H. J. Palmer Leonard

Fourth district
*Hon. F. L. Haszard A. I). Rc| 
*1). P. Irving Dr. Hoger|

Charlottetown :
*IIon. G. E. Hughes Acc. 
tiBr. Jas. Warburtun. Acc.*

Prince County)- 1
r irst district :

cHon. B. Gallant S. Gallant
6John Agnew. < has. Dali

Second district :
'■A. McWilliams B. Oampbl
*J. Richards. S. Duller,tl

Third district :
Hon. Peter McNutt -Hector d|
J. F. H. Arsenault •A. E. Arl

Fourth district.
Hon. S. E. Reid ' Jas;. Ken a
Capt. Jos. Read m. <\ m

Summerside :
Hon. J. M. Clark J. E. Wi]
Dr. Jardine -Jas. MvM

King’s County.
First district :

F. R. Heartz *.Tohn Mcl
*L. Me Don aid John I£ick|

Second district.
“Hon. J. D. MclnuisJ. A. IfclJ 
~F. N. Cox H. D. Me)

Third district.
J. J. Johnston “J. A.
C. B. Clay * C\Y. A. 

Fourth district.
G. S. Inman : M. Me Kill
Dr. L. Brehant ;A. P. Prof

Georgetown
W. W. Jenkins e" CJ. A. Mail 
Peter McCourt *A. J. MclJ

The Liberal party, which 
power since 1891. went into thel 
der the leadership of Hon. i| 
Haszard, Premier since Jam! 
He is regarded as a safe and stil 
is popular with his colleagues! 
his party united and enthusiast) 
A. Mathiesen, the leader of til 

■ tion for four years, is also a st| 
and one of the hardest worke 
party. During the Federal cor 
leaders took an active part on 

• Form. The leader of the Opposit| 
lv am lx on the subsidy quest iu 
was his main object of at fad 
tlie government in the present 
as it has been during the _ last 
TTre island secured $70.090" incr| 
ihe Conservatives claimed tli 
Mint v a large enough.

Another Arctic Expedite

Victoria1; Nov. 18.—Lefiingwc
Mikkvlsen. hord<3d the Anglo :
Arctic e x pod it in to the= A refit
1906. is here. 11 (> is seri
ing the purchase of the
His intention is to take% her n

around t o the
shore of Alaska. oiitinUf
ploratioi a soient idie st;
H«' won! «1 follow the coasi line

i haul it iout on tli e <hm>
have it iiv uilable for comii,g |>V;


