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THE C.P.R, AGREEMENT.

The smoke ot the municipal cof-
fliet has partly cleared away, .and al-
ready another question of supreme
public® importance emerges to engage
the attention of the ratepayer. On the
80th of the present month, voting
takes place on the agreement conclud-
&d between the city council and the
C.P.R.

Something more than a year ago
the €. P. R. Co. opened negotiations
with the oity council with a view to
securing certain concessions in returh
for extending the line of the C. & E.
railway into Edmonton. The plan of
the company was to cross the river
on a high level bridge, and continue
their line northward to the property
lying between Tenth and Eleventh
streets,. and north of Jasper avenue,
where their yards aré located, The
concessions they demanded were that
Peace and Athabasca avenues between
Tenth @nd Eleventh streets should be
closed, and that they should be per-
mitted to lay two tracks across Mac-
kenzie avenue.

e

It soon appeared that the city had
counter concessions to demand, It
was suggested that the city wanted
a traffic deck on the bridge. It
was - stipulated that the tracks must
not “éross Jasper and the avenues
south of it on the level. After consider-
able correspondence and several con-
ferences a tentative agreement was
concluded ' which granted both these
concessions—after ‘a fashion. Peace
and Athabasca avenues were to be
closed. The Company were to be al-
lowed to lay their track across Maec-
kenzie avenue;' In geturn the Com-
pany, as the agents of the city but at
their own_expense, ‘were to construet
a sixty-foot subway on Jasper and for-
ty-ioot overhead bridges on the-three
avenues south. . The city, however,
was to pay all damages to property
or’ businegs arising from the closing
of the avenues or the. construction of
the subways and bridges. Also the
Company. consented to build. a traffie
deck. on the bridge—the city to pay
for it.

The tentative agreement then be-
came the basis of negotiations. These
have been continued throughout’'the
year:- Correspondence has been ex-
chaﬁged, conferences havé been held,
and the result is the agreement which
the ratepayers will be asked to ratify
on the 30th of this month. The nego-
tiators do not appear to have travel-
led far in the twelve-month, Substan-
tially the present. agreement is the
tentative agreement cast into  legal
form.- The Company still gets its con-
cessions. - The city still has to foot
the bill. Peace and Athabasca ave-
nues ‘are to-be closed.. The Company
i3 to construct the sixty-foot subway
on Jasper, forty-foot bridges at Vie-
tori¥ and Hardisty avenues, and a

“ fifty-foot bridge at McKay. But for

the damages claimed by property own-
ers. and -the injury done to business,
the eity" must become -responsible.
And it a‘tréffiedeck is built on the
bridge, the “c¢ity must provide the
money for it.

From the eity’s standpoint the nego-
tiations  both early and late, have
been condueted. on an altogether mis-
taken basis. If it were either neces-
sary or wise to negotiate at all, the
only basis for negotiation should have
been that of value for value, conces-
sion for concession. At the outset
cach party wanted something from the
other. The Company wanted to' close
certain of the city’s avenues. The
city wanted a traffic deck on the
Company’s bridge. The natural and
proper basig for agreement, if  an
agreement were desifable or needful,
was an exchange of favors, It wéuld
have been in every;way reasonable to
demand as a price for cloging the ave-
nues ‘that ‘the Company' should pro-
vidé & traffic deck to the bridge at
their own expense. The Company de-
sire to-close the avenues for their own
agr'eemént the Company secure ‘sub-
stantially every concession they de-
manded;, the city secufes only the
privilege of paying {or both the con-
cession . it grants .the <Company. and
the eoncéssion the Company should
have gtanted ‘the ‘city.

THE RURAL MAIL DELUSION.
Dr, MclIntyre, M.P. for Strathcona,

because it is one from which the West
advantage. If the eost of the traffic
deck would be too high a price for
that advantage, they wonld have had
the privilege of rejecting the city’s
offer, trying to close the avenues by
other means and paying the damages.
And if the damages would have been
too high a price for the Company to
pay for the advantage &f closing the
avenuyes it certainly is too high a price
for the city to pay to secure them
that advantage.

No such basis was adopted. .. The
Company was permitted to bécome the
aggressor and the claimant. The city
became the meek and  lowly defen-
dant. The Company advanced their
demands boldly. The city contented
itself with disputing those demands.
The result was as might have been
expectéd. A “‘concession’” eéame to
mean  something that the Company
might be able to secure at the expense
of the city. All thought of the city
securing something in return at the
exrpense of the Company was lost sight
of, - In the result as embodied in the
could not receive any large measure
of benefit for many years, but from
wiich we might recieve a present and
very material disadvantage. The de-
livery of mail from house to house is
an expensive process even in a thick-
ly settled cotntry; mmuch more so in
& country where houses are few and
far between. If this system were
acopted in Canada it would be adopt-
ed first where the population is dens-
esi—in the thickly settled counties of
the eastern provinces. Even there it
i3 a matter of doubt if the increased
revenue would reach anywhere near
the mark oi the increased cost. If’
nct, the deficit would be made up from
the general funds of the Post Office
Dipartment. But every shrinkage in
those funds would mean a smaller
svm for the extension and mainten-
arce of any kind of postal facilities
in the West. However desirable rural
delivery may be, in Canada it could
or.ly mean an advantage gecured to
cértain thickly settled distriets at the
expense of the enormous partially set-
tled areas. And as thickly settled
distriets lie chiefly in Eastern Canada
and partially settled areas chiefly in
Western Canada, the net result would
simply be “the depletion of the pestal
facilities of the West for the' better-
ment of the :postal facilities of the
Cast. Western Canada has no objecs
tipn to rural delivery in Ontario and
Nowa -Secotia,. provided ' Ontario and
Nova Scotia pay for it.  But Western
Oanada would have most strenuous
objections to the proposal to €quan-
mcnt - on Ontario and Nova Scotia
to ' the paralysis- of the ' postal
system of the four western provinces.
And under present econditions this ig’
simply what rural . delivery would
mean.
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A POLITICAL OBITUARY,

The Edmonton Journal seeks to at-
tach blame - to the Liberal candidate
in Victoria constituency for the death
6f a man named Iwan Palcak, whe
was thrown from his waggon near
Wostok; and demands to .know why
an inquest was not held by the cor-
oner. It is to be regretted that the
Journal did not see fit to do, a little
investigating on its own account -be-
fore starting in to make political eapi-
tal out of an obituary notice. Had it
done” so, the political feature would
have been destroyed, but the truth
would have been conserved.  Perhaps,
however, the Journal preferred to in-
vest the incident with a political com-
plexion of its own mapufacture rather
than present ‘the uncolored facts of
the case.

Two facts were known to the ecritic,
firet, that a man had been thrown
irom a waggon and killed, second that
a Liberal meeting had been held in
the district the same day. The Jour-
nal simply connected up the incidents
and began to froth at the mouth.
First it got the man drunk, Then it
made him drunk at the Liberal meet-
ing. Then it made the Liberal candi-
date give him the liquor or supply. it
to him. Then it invented a purpose
for doing so—to influence his vote in
favor -oi - Mr, White’s ' candidature.
Then it declared that the man had
been thrown into eternity for political
ends. Finally in worked itself into
the conclusion-that he had sacrificed
hig life on behalf of the Government,
and 'began to wonder if the Govern-
ment would support his family,

Had the Journal seen fit to do so, it
could have secured the other facts in
the case. True, it could not then
have béen outraged, but it could at
least have been sensible. Thase facts
are that ne liquor was used or sup-
plied by Mr. White or any one on
his behalf either before, at, or after
the ‘meeting. When the meeting was
coneluded- the deceased, in company
with another man or men, drove to a
hotel, secured gsome beer and drove on

1

sounded amFeminently sensible note in {to a farmhouse, where they had sup-

facts are generally known throughout
the community. As there was no rea-
son to believe the man lost his life

culpable or negligent conduct of any-
ope else, no inquest was held,  With
the, death of the unfortunate man,
whether. drunk or sober, Mr. White
had no more to do than the editor of
the Journal.

A REPRESENTATIVE GATHERING.

The Edmonton Liberal econvention
was a Splendidly répresentative gath-
ering, both in numbers and spirit
The delegates were many. They came
from all parts of the riding, at the
loss of time' and at considerable ‘n-
convenience and expense. THhHeir num-
ber is the more remarkable from the
circumstances of the gathéring. Lo
convention was called in time of
peace, when the clash of battle had
not roused the fighting spirit, It was
called to select a candidate ior a
struggle not yet in sight. On whom
the selection would fall was a fere-
gone conclusion. It was a gathoiing
under normal conditions and repre-
cented the party spirit at the normal,
nnexcited by conflict or special eir-
cumstance. Under such conditions
conventions are not usually largely
attended. That the Edmonton. con-
vention was an exception bespeaks the
very great interest in public affairs
taken by the Liberals of the constita-
eney. It was a gathering of men who
believe in certain political principles
and who were willing to inconvenience
themselves to express approval of the
representative by whom those princi-
ples are voiced in Parliament, and the
Government by whom they are carried,
into effect,

THE DIVERSION OF CIVIC FUNDS
The city auditor draws the attention
of the city council to the fact that
they have been spending money for
purposes other than those for which
the loans were authorized, and re-
minds them that the charter does not
allow this. The total amount so di-
verted appears to be some $288,000,
itemized by the auditor as follows:

‘F find that the sum of $66,163.82
“has been expended on the street rail-
“way, although the amount borrowed
“ander by-law. No. 90 was * $49,000;
““and- that under by-law No. 89 the
“‘sum 6f  $121,000- was - borrowed for
“street paving,' of this $20,575.90 has
“heen expendéd to 30th of June, 1907,
“‘and the balance expended on other
“‘purpeses ‘than that for which it was
“guthorized by the ‘ratepayers. ' This
“has also happened in the case of the
“G.T.P. bonus borrowed under by-law
“No. 7, $45,000.borrowed under.by-law
“No. 87 to build-an incineratotr and
“the, balance of $25,000 for G.T.P,
“right of way lands borrowed under
“by-law ‘No. 75. I would point out
“that your council cannot apply mon-
*‘ey to other purposes than that - for
“which it was authorized to be bor-
“rowed.”

The temptation i§ no doubt strong
to use the means in hand ior the need
nearest at hand, - regardless of what
the money was voted for. Partiruiar
ly is this so when money is- searce
and expensive; To hn'd th2 mney
may mean that for a time iy wia bé
idle, while to borrow mam » ypeans tc
pay interest. But ‘the praciice is an
expedient and a danrercns ona  at
that, It amounts in plain larguege
te diverting fur s 217 trusting to be
able to replace thém Lefore they are
qeeded. This is taking a chance on
the féture and the future of the mon-
ey market is not a safe propoaitionzon
which. to take chances. It means that
whatever that future may be we ghal]
have to gell bonds in it to make-up
the deficiency,

Practically the present - counecil
must dispose oi nearly three hundred
thousand dollars worth of bonds to
replace the diverted money. This sale
must be forced. It cannot be delayed
until a more favorable season. It is
not a proposnlvto secure money to
undertake a project which in a pinch
can ‘be postpored. 5

The money has been expended and
expended in violation of the charter.
The incoming council might very well
object to inheriting the obligation of
replacing this money. It is up to the
present council to “eover” or to ask
their successors to stand sponsors for
their diversion of funds. But if the
sale must be forced, how can satis-
factory terms be secured in the pres-
ent condition of the market? Those
conditions are at best unsatisfactory.
With no pressure on the vendor bonds
must be sold at a- discount which
boosts the interest charges while it
lessens the proceeds. A much heavier
discount will certainly be -exacted
from bonds forced upon a market by

tn vendor who must sell within a
given time, This ‘is the position in
which the diversion oi funds has plac.
ed us, ‘Whatever the discount de-
.manded, we are bound te sell in order
\to_square aceounts between this year’s

the ‘'debate on yural mail delivery the | per, drinking the beer at the meal.  business and the ratepayer. Thus
other ‘day.- He said in effect that so They afterward started for home, the the brunt of the diversion will fall ‘on his arrival in the city. The spokes-

far as the 'West is -eoncerned, the mat- jteant ran away and Palcak was thrown on the man who pays the interest on'

fer is"not one of pressing imporfance from the waggon and killed, These the bonds.
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either through foul play or because of/

to replace them? Supposing the mon-
ey market should tighten down still
more and the wherewithal’ could not
be gecured; where would the money
come from? The funds h:ving been
spent in violation o1 the law, what
would be the position of the councit
for permitting this?”

Another undesirable feature is that
the _gitizens. have  phid for improve-
ments that have not been made while
on other works sums have been spent
far greater.than. the -citizens authoriz-
ed. Forty-nine thousand dollars. was
authorized to ‘be spent on ‘'the street
railway; sixty-six thousand were ex-
pended. One hundred and twenty-one
thousand was voted for #treet paving;
only twenty thousand wofth was done:
One hundred thousand was apptroved
for the Grand Trunk Pacific bonus;
the bonus has not been paid but the
money is gone. Forty-five thousand
was voted to build an incinerator, but
we have no incinerator. A balance of
$25,000 was left from the purchase oi
the G.T.P. right of way; that has
been spent to. These sums have been
expended in public works or in cur-
rent expenses, but the ratepayers whc
authorized them, and who must pay
them are doing without the improve-
ments they were meant to provide.

The statement of the auditor empha-
sizes the mecessity of a permanent of-
fleial, answerable only to the council
and reporting at much greater fre-
quency than at present.

ON THE SIDE,

Mr. Barker, M.P,, has been barking

up the wreng tree as usual.

A Nevada desperado called on an
editor and demanded an apology. He
was shot,

Secretary Tait is said to have resign-
ed. Well, a court-martial has been
the stepping-stone to promotion before
now.

The report of the Beef Commission
i3 to be issued. Let us hope it will
contain a few words on the price of
Christmas turkeyd,

One advantage of .the India-rubber
platform is that Billy Maclean and E.
B. Osler may stretche it’ as much as|
they please. d

Naturally Mr, - Foster thinks the
cost ©of the, InBwrance Cemmission
might have been - better spent some
other way.

The . House of , Commons will send
the twice-rejected amendment to the
Railway Act back to the Senate, just
to see how much nerve the seniors
have on a show-down,

President 'Roosevelt says flatly that
he is done with the job'when his term
expires. Teddy bids fair to round out
his career by that rare stroke of gen-
ius—quitting at the right time.

James J. Hill says New York is too
expensive - a place for. commerce to
Iive in, and that trade from the West-
ern States may .go to Europe via the
Canadian route. Tourists of this
character are welcome.

A Montreal woman paid a man $300
to marry her -daughter, and then he
wouldn’t do it. A man who turns
down (three hundred plunks in this
yvear of stringency must have good
reason for doing it. 8o the judge
thought and let him go.

A Canadian has won the heavy-
weight thug championship. Another
evidence of the diversified talents  of
this youthful raee. Also, perhaps, a
gentle hint to the powers that be oi
the position we: will some day occupy
among the nations.

The Lethbridge Daily Herald is the
latest arrival in Alberta journalism.
It succeeds the semi-weekly of the
same name. Mr. W. A. Buchanan,
formerly provincial librarian, is edi-
tor and managing director. The new
daily is a splendidly printed four-
page paper with liberal advertising
patronage and every appearance of a
promising career, The first issue to
hand contains a good round-up of lo-
cal news. and the press service of: the
Western Associated, If the Herald
can keep up the pace it will be a
winner and deserve to be,

oo

A’ BOX OF MONKEYS.

Toronto Globe—Before Mr. Borden
reached Winnipég oh his recent perre-
grinations a number. of the most ac-
tive 'Conservatives of that city were
inclined to be rescutful that anyone
should presume to promulgate a plat-
form for the Conservative party with-
out having it firet endorsed by a regu-
larly -called convention -of ‘the party.

At a gathering of the yoynger and
more active spirits a resolution to this

effeet was carried and g.delegation ap-
pointed to present it to Mr. Borden

}

{the document, however, was seen by
some of the dyed-in-the-wools the

with the copy of the resolution at the
appointed time:. A fearful peril was
thus safely overpassed,

A fearful peril it was, for a conven-
tion of the Concervative party just
now would be one of the most inter-
esting meetings of which it is possible
to conceive. A meetinf of which Mr.
E. B. Osler and Mr. W. F° Maclean,

»Mr, Borden and Mr. Richard White,

of the Montreal Gazette, Mr. Cock-
shutt and Mr. J, J. Young, of the Cal-
gary Herald, were component parts,
would ke one well worth the price of
admission.. ‘A resolution in favor of
‘public ownership of'all utilitiés mov-
ed by Mr. Maclean and seconded by
Mr. Osler, with Mr. Borden support-
ing it in a careful speech, properly
qualified with such phrases as “so far
a8 may be,without offeridirig or alarm-
ing. capital,” and Mr, Richard White
denouncing ;it unconditionally, would
be'a conference that would scarcely
take second place to that famous
meeting of -which John -Milton was
the reporter, when Belial, Mammon
and other famous personages,were the
speakers,

And after a composite resolution on
the public ownership question commit-
ting no one to anything had been-ad-
opted there would be the tariff con-
troversy to be cleared up. Mr. Young
would take charge of this. In his
paper, the Calgary Herald, the other
day appearea an editorial denouncing
high tariff. Here is an extract:—

“This portion of Canada is opposed
to more protection, a fact of which
both political parties should take no-

paid, and are paying today, a high
price to support Canadian industries.
Each year the western market Lecomes
more important.to the eastern manu-
facturers; each year a heavier tri-
bute is sent to Ontario to assist in up-
building the manufactories of the
country. The present tariif is opposed
to the selfish interests of Western
Canada, which lie in the direction
of lower duties, but it has been ac-
cepted as being necessary to the wel-
fare of the Dominion as a whole. The
tariff is not in politics at present. The
party that dragged it from its cup-
board and endeavored to fasten higher
protection on the West for the benefit
of the Canadian Manufacturers’ assoc-
iation would not secure a corporal’s
guard of supporters from this side of
the great lakes.”

Mr. Cockshutt, who defended the de-
mand for higher protection from Bord-
en’s platform, might perhaps be in-
dueced to second a resolution framed by
Mr. Young, although it is to be feared
that. physical force would have to be
employed. But where would Mr. Bor-
den be The friendly correspondent
who  accompanied Mr. Borden
throughout his trip admitted that the
leader steadily maintained' a discreet
and complete silence on the tariff. It
is phrased -as follows:—

“Before closing some reference must
be mdde to Mr, Borden’s ‘attitude tos
wards the tariff. Jt'is' a fair way of
putting it to say that he ‘himself ab-
stained from mentioning it with equal
sedulousness everywhere. He was
challenged once in thé West, and con-
fined himself to the one case of agri-
cultural implements, and to a demand
for an investigation into their cost
which would show: authoritatively
whether they need protection or can
dispense with it. It has been pointed
out in this corresponodence that a con-
flict is going on between low-tariff
and high-tariff wings of the Conserva-
tive party, and while it is in progress
Mr. Borden is keeping quiet on the
issue.”

The .correspondent goes on to say
that Mr. Cockshutt butted in. His
contribution to the platform perform-
ances of Mr. Borden’s aggregation was
“not particularly welcome.” “Mr.
Cockshutt,”” continues the correspond-
ent, “who argued for protection, was
a volunteer, a somewhdt aggressive
volunteer, for the platform.”

“How good a thing it is
And how becoming well
Together such as brethren are
In unity to dwell.”

There ‘was some fear that Mr. Fos-
ter might add to the troubles. He
made a plea the other day f«r the ad-
mission of the Japanese. But Le 1s
amenable. to sweet 1eason, and 1 the
debate on the address he had gotLack
to the phrase that this is & winte
man’s. country, He is a tractable
soul. A convention of ihese guntie-
men would be a treat.

FOULING THE NEST,

Montreal Herald: The financial re-
pute of Canada is one of her post
priceless possessions. To damage it,
by unfounded and senseless criticism
¢f her financial institutions and meth-
ods, is a work that should be revolting
to any Canadian. Yet the last few
weeks have seen a series oi criticisms,
as ignorant as they are misleading, cf
the policy of Canadian banks, of vhe
foundation ¢f Canadian currency, of
the monetary system generally. Thnt
these criticisms are caused simply by
a desire to turn to the advantage coi
a political party the financial strin-
gency which this country is shariug
in some small measure with the iest
o fthe continent, may disz>unt their
effect with those who know the situa-
tion, but is unfortunately not suffi-
cient to prevent them from doing dam-
age abroad.

It has been left for Senator ough-
eed, of Calgary, to promulgate a doc-
trine which is likely to convey to the
outside world the idea that the Cana-
dian West contains the elements of a
lively part yof flat-money .Populism,
1i Mr. Lougheed’s utterances had been
confined to Calgary, where he is well
known, they might have done ‘little
harm; but uttered on the floor of the
Senate, no matter by how irrespon-
sible a Senator, they are bound to at-
tract considerable attention. Mr.
Lougheed desires to’ reduce the gold
reserve upon which Canada’s currency
i based. Because the percentage of
reserve 1s larger in the case of the
. Dominion than in that of the charter-
{ed banks, he finds that our money is
| altogether too gafe, Forgetting -that
i‘the banks have the right of recourse
tto the Dominion in case of a sudden
{draft upon their reserve resources,

man who had been chosen to present | while the Dominion has no resourece!

to fall back upon at a minute’s ne-

tice, Mr. Lougheed wants the nation-!

tice., The western provinces havel

But m"pposing we should beé unable’ night before and failed to turn up]ﬂl gold reserve-cut down by one-

'third.

The percentage rate of the national
gold .reserve has,once been slightly
reduced. - That action was taken by
Mr. Fielding, some five years ago, in
consequence of a number of gpecial
new considerations which showed that
an unnecessarily large agrount of gold,
a proportion which there was no pos-
gibility of the nation’s ever requiring
at short notice, was being locked up
in :the vaults, That action has since
been amply justified by the steadily
raised credit of the Dominion apd by
the endorsation of all finaneial  au-
thorities; but at the gsame time when
it- was taken Mr. Lougheed’s party
iriends denounced it as a pulling away
of the bulwarks of Canada’s credit:
Mr. Lougheed and his associates have
travelled far.

EXPOSING A PHARISEE,

Toronto Globe: Both Mr. Borden
and his journalistic allies miss or pur-
posely evade the real issue raised by
Hon. Mr. Pugsley. They conveniently
overlook the fact that Mr. Borden
went through the ‘country deploring
the electoral wickedness of his oppon-
ents. . The Liberal Press agreed with
him that the law needed strengthen-
ink in order to meet the fertile ingen-
uity of the crooked election worker,
but protested against Mr. Borden’s as-
sumption that all the wrong-doing was
one one side, and that the Conserva-
tive party was immaculate and blame-
less.

It was thig utterly insincere -and
hypocritical pose that drew Mr, Pugs-
ley’s fire. The Minister of “Publie
Works has never said that there was
no fund on the Liberal side at the gen-
eral election. All that he says is that
this gentleman, who is walking from
constituency to constituency with a
halo about his head, was cognizant
of the collection of an enormous fund
by a few gentlemen in Montreal, and
that in the general election oi 1904 un-
precedently large sums were poured
into the New Brunswick constituen-
cies.in order to beat the Government
candidates. Mr. Pugsley has offered
to furnish the name of the gentleman
whao received $25,000 for the St, John
contest if Mr. Borden demands it.
Similar sums were put into Westmore-
land, Carleton, and other constituen-
cies of the province.

Knowing these facts, Mr. Borden
cannot escape the charge of hypocrisy
when he goes about deploring Liberal
corruption, and in the true Pharisee
spirit pretending that there are no
since on his cwn side at all, The
Government makes no pretence that
there are not practices which eall for
remedies. It was proposed to bring
in a bil last sessign, but the desire
to reach an early adjournment, so that
the Premier could get away to the Col-
onial Conference, compelled the with-
drawal or withholding.-of more than
one important measure, Mr. Borden
knows this, but he is eontent to leave
the impression that the Liberal party
is not only .exceptionally corrupt, but
also that it is hostile. to instituting
additional sgfeguards against corrup-
tion. - Mr, Pugsley’s revelations show
how hollow are thes epretences of the
Conservative leader, and all the mis-
Tepresentations .of the paiXy press
will not obscure this point. If Mr.
Borden were sincere in his desire for
cleaner elections he would recognize
that there are base elements in both
parties, and that it was the part of
the true men in ‘both to get together
for the purpose of at least making it
more difficult and dangerous for
scoundrels and crooks to practise their
arts from this time forth.

ON THE SIDE,

Sir Thomas Shaughnessy is opposed
to the All-Red project. That's what he
draws salary for.

Calgary Herald: “In Calgary the
votes cast for mayor numbered 1,900.
In Edmonton they were slightly over
1,200.” The Herald is entitled to an-
other look at the statistics,

Waggons equipped with Tery ora-
tors, gramaphones and collapsible
platforms are being sent out to preach
high tariff in England, In Canada
Pullmans are substituted for waggons,
the equipment being substantially the
same,

Claude MacDonnell, M.P., wants the
law abolished which makes it necessary
for a candidate to put up a $200 de-
posit which is forfeited if he is badly
defeated. Claude is of a frugal turn
of mind, He is to be a candidate
himseli- at the coming elections,

Homecomers Crowding ltaly.

Rome, Deec, 12.—The exodus of Ital-
ians from the United States into Italy
is assuming such huge proportions as
to cause the government. great anx-
iety. The council of emigration esti-
mates the number of —home-comers
consequent upon the financial frou-
bles in America at 200,000, To this
number may be added 100,000 who in-
tended to emigrate to the United
States this season, but who hayve now
abandoned their intention. For these
Italy must provide work and food this
winter. Up to three months ago it
was difficult in many parts of Italy
to get able-bodied men for industrial
and agricultural undertakings, but
now the surfeit is enormous. Italian
commerce and industries are badly
crippled just now, owing partly to a
severe banking crisis in Italy and
partly to the situation in the United
States. .

Success of Imverial Troops,

Canton, China, Dec. 1.—The three

Lang on in the province of Kwangsi
which were taken lately by insurgents

from Yungchow, have been re-captuy-
ed by the Imperial troops after san-
guiary engagements lasting two days
and night.  There were heavy losses
on both sides.

'PUBLICITY NEEDED T0.
T0 CHECK BIG EVILS

U. 8, Secretary Straus Says Federal
Power Must Control Corporations—
Many Topics in Report,

Washington, Dec. 12.—Regulatioa o
supervision of the nation’s industries,
comprehending publicity for corpora-
| tions, is recommended by Oscar S
Straus, Secretary of Commerce and La-
bor, in his annual report which” has been
submitted to President Roosevelt and

sent to Congress, Secretary Straus cov-
ers a wide range of subjects in His re-
port—almost everything from the pro-
blem of immigration and corporate con-
trol to the scientific enigma of how to
tatten an oystér,

Speaking of the work of the bureau
of corporations which is one of his de-
partments, the secretary declares that
at present it is investigating the steel,
lumber and tobacco industries; also do-
ing additional work of inquiry into the
petroleum industry, into canals, coast-
wise and river navigation, cotton ex<
'changes, the International Harvester
Company and a special investigation
inty the matter of government employ-
ees houldinz patents upon articles used
by the government.

Regulation is Needed.

Speaking of the policy of the adminis-
tration to secure efficient publicity in
interstate corporate affairs, <Secretary
Straus says that such publicity can be
retained only through the general gov-
ernment “and that ultimately ‘the na-
tional development of industries will
force .the adoption of a national system

such general nature as that.already ap-
plied to national banks in order that. the
signincant facts of corporate manage-
ment may be correctly laid before con-
grass and the public as the only proper
basis for just and intelligent action
thereon.”

Mr, Straus also makes this comment
on commereial combination:

*“The prohibition of commercial power
simply because it results from combin-
ation is futile and may be harmful. It
is not the existence of such power but
its misuse to which attention must be
directed. Commercial success which is
based solely upon the proper use of com-
mercial power, upon the giving of better
service or lower prices than any compet-
itor, is a success that justifies  itself,
is a proper business development, and
works benefit both to the public and to
the corporation. On the other hand,
success that is based not on service to
the public, but on the destruction of
competitors hy . unfair methods, is an
evil to be prevented.”

The secretary adds: “It.is believed,
and the belief is based on experience,
that publicity is the best deterrent
against. such unfair methods and that
few, if any, corporate managers have
the eourage to continue, bpenly, evil
i practices when the exact details thereof

speecitically public, - by »ame, date, am-
ount or place.” 4
Other .Subjects Treated,

upon-are the. immigration  question,
Chinese immigration,; the merchant mar-
ine and the need of. subsidies, increase
in imports gnd exports,. laber troubles,
manufactures, trade opportunities, cen-
sus, fisheries, steamboat inspection, Alas-
kan fur-seal service and coast and:-geode-
tic survey!

The total number of aliens admitted

during the year was 1,285,349, or 184,614
more than in 1906; 13,064 aliens were re-
jected. . As to the suggestion that immi-
gration officers of the United = States
should be stationed in foreign ports, Sec-
retary Straus opposes the idea, as he
holds it would be contrary to the policy
of expatriation so strenuously upheld by
the government at Washington.
Calling attention to the fact that our
exports to China have fallen from $53,-
000,000 in 1905 to $26,000,000 in 1907,
Secretary Straus draws the lesson that
onr immigration laws pertaining. to the
Celestials may be too harsh. He says
that no better time than the present to
reach an understanding with China on
this matter could be desired, adding:

“This could, be done, not by making
it any easier for Chinese laborers to en-
ter, but so-framing” our laws and treat-
ies as to make admission the rule gnd
exclusion the exception, while presarv-
ing at the same time, in all its integ-
rity, the present policy of the laws.”

The secretary calls: the attention of
Congress to the need for framing laws
regarding immigration into the insular
possessions of the United States “to the
end that the special conditions peculiar
to these several possessions individual-
ly may be taken into account and ex-
pressly provided for by legislation.”

Totals Are Increased.

Both imports and exports the secretary
reports, show a larger total value this
fiscal year than last. The figures are:

1906 1907
dmports, $1,226,562,446 $1,434,421,425
Exports 1,717,953,882  1,853,718,034

In connection with the promotion of
foreign commerce, Secretary Straus de-
clares he would like to See established
closer relations between the department
of which he is the head and the com-
mercial bodies throughout the.country.

The secretary also emphasizes the nee.
of “encouraging the merchant ' marine,
claiming that this country’s position on
the seas is.lamentably weak. He says
every maritime nation of consequence
gives direct suppert to merchant ship-
ping—even Norway voting a subsidy for
a line to Mexico, while Great: Britain
has advanced $13,000,600  “‘from  her
treasury to one corporation in order to
reassert British primacy on the morth
Atlantic.”

—

Big Liner Aground.

Liverpool, Dec. 13.—While shifting
her position at the landing stage. dur-
ing the low_tide to-day, the Maure-
tania touched a bottom of soft mud
and stuck. It is expected she will be

strongholds between  Fungchow and{floated on high tide and sail on time

i to-morrow.

i

i . Saskatchewan Judge Avpvointed.
‘Ottawa, Dec. .13.—Arthur Crakon
McLong, of Moosomin, is gazetts
judge of the district court of Saskat-
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