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BE STILL.
» L. W. A.)

Be still, my heart! God's hands are 
strong

To hold thee, though the years be long 
And night be crying emptiness and 

gnawing want.

Be still, my heart ! God knoweth best, 
And He would have thy life at rest 
In Him, though tempests surge around 

and foes assail.

Be still, my heart ! thou canst not see 
To what great goal God leadeth thee ;
He goes before and asks thee but to 

follow Him.

*se still, ray heart! God whispers peace 
Aiid causes all thy pain to cease,
And round they life He casts the mantle 

of His care.

Best thus, and know that God is good; 
Beneath thy feet His changeless word, 
And all His will concerning thee shall 

be fulfilled.

THE SIN OF OVERWORK.
One of our masters in medicine in a 

recent address to a class of young men 
just entering upon the practice of their 
profession, said to them: “The watch­
word of success is work.” Success ap- 
applied to the body means health, and 
work is just as necessary for the attain­
ment of health as for success of any 
other nature. Work is one of our great­
est blessings, but this is the age of ex­
tremes, and overwork, an arch-enemy 
to health, is one of the crying sins of 
the age.

How rare is the person who realizes 
the sacred duty of moderation in all 
things ! When we lie down at night ex­
hausted with overstrain, it is generally 
with a feeling of self-complacency for our 
overdoing rather than chagrin that 
we have violated one of the most im­
portant physical laws. Joy in playing 
the role of martyr is a common human 
failing. Few of us among the army of 
workers but has his besetting sin, with 
its direct effect on the health of the 
body and through it on the health of 
the mind and soul.—Christian Age.

HEART.
(Writteu for the Times.)

“The heart makes the world."—.Japan­
ese Proverb.

The Bible says “.My son, give me thine 
heart.” What do you mean by heart?: 
It i:* the storehouse of memory, the 
place of authority, where the soul gath­
ers it- threads together and spins thehi 
into a will. It is here that we find af­
fections, habits ami impulses have their 
beginning. This is the residence of 
character; this is the home, the work­
shop, the secret place of man. When 
we speak of man’s heart we really enter 
into a temple made to resound with j 
praise, mirrors all round waiting to re- 

"Titvfe the central-tight of beauty. The 
pbive of thought, transference and mys­
terious possession, where influences 
reach us without words or outward 
signs; in a word, where God deals with 
mail In the innermost recesses of our

.The heart means a ship with some one 
In command: now a bad captain, now a 
good, always in command never help­
lessly. hopelessly, deserted—except in 
case of madness, fan this place of au­
thority l«e tampered with? The Jews 
said it could by evil spirits. Jesus said 
it. cunld, and so do we. Truly there is a 
chamber within us imillumed h ytlie eye, 
silent yet full, where visitors come and 
go forth again, taking something they, 
Lave gathered and leaving behind some­
thing they have brought.

Hecr is a stream wider than we know, 
whose depth goes beyond our survey. 
Angela may come laden with precious 
treasure; devils may come with painted 
pleasures, and hollow seemings, which 
down many in destruction and perdi-

ln deep sleeep the whispers come, in 
day dreams we build castles in the air; 
and even there is recording memory 
writing down the record. Men shrink 
from living in glass houses; they don’t 
want to be seen; they adopt blinds 
and shutters and screens, and yet we 
are seen and known and weighed and 
measured and guaged. Whither van we 
run to avoid the all searching gaze? 
“The darkness and the light arc both 
alike to Thee.”

O man! ten thousand voices cry. 
Give your heart to God. Give unto the 
Lord the glory due unto His name, bring 
Sn offering and eome into His courts.

Begin the new year with God and that 
will be new. indeed.

H. T. Miller.

SHUT THY DOOR.
It is only with the “closed door’’ be­

tween our hearts and the world that we 
get very near to God and receive His 
best things. In the hurry of the daily 
life, even in the rush of Christian activi­
ties, we content ourselves too often with 
a hasty morning prayer and a Wearv 
word at night. It is as impossible to 
have a really healthy spiritual growth 
in this way as it is to have a healthy 
physical growth without taking time to 

, eat nourishing food with regularity. 
When a great hunger takes possession 
of a soul, or a great emergency meets 
ns, we feel the need of getting near to 
God. and we fain would close the door 
and truly pray. It is happy for us, 
then, if we have already learned, by 
daily habit, the secret of shutting out 
the world so that the door closes easily 
and naturally.

Jacob was “feft alone’’ when he met 
God face to face. Blessed vision ! It ie 
well worth while to be taken apart,

: *vcn rrom all we love most, to have 
! t^ch a revelation of the divine presence. 

The providences which seem so hard and 
so mysterious are our richest blessings 
when they thus bring us cloee to God. 

i It is not mere poetic sentiment when we

“Blest be the sorrow, kind the storm, 
[Which drives us nearer home."

Goo is our home," our dwelling place 
| all generations, and like a "bairnie 
! *o ?ts mither, a wee birdie to ite nest," 

i fly to Him from the loneliness and 
I of the pitiless tempefet, and hear 
that hiding place sweeter things 

j than the happiest voices of the world 
whispered to us. “Come ye apart 
rest," said Jesu* to Hie tired dis- 
i in the midst of their busy service 
Inn. He led them into a desert 

*, bet doubtless it bloeeomed as the

rose with fragrance and refreshment for 
body and spirit. We are so busy in these 
rushing days that we forget the need of 
communion with Him who is our life. 
Our spiritual strength suffers in con­
sequence. He can remind us of our need 
only by taking us out of our activities 
into eome desert place. But let that not 
be necessary. Let us go apart with Him 
in the midst of the day’s eager pursuits. 
Let us shut the door for a few moments 
and see and hear “only Jesus." Many of 
His beloved understand what this means, 
and truly their fellowship is with the 
Father and with Sis Son. Those who, 
while they lore and serve Him, do not 
habitually find the “secret of His pre­
sence" in the midst of the moet press­
ing engagements, not only lose for them­
selves the sweetness, comfort and rest of 
such communion, but they also fail of 
the highest efficiency in active service. 
Within the closed door the secret power 
is giveh outside the door is found the 
open reward.
A THOUGHT ON CHRISTIAN SER­

VICE.
Because of the grace which Christ has 

brought to Jpu, you can give to many 
lives something which they have never 
possessed before ; something, perhaps, 
for which they have longed ; something 
not recognixed as a need, but which has 
been the element lacking to the soul's 
progress and peace. An impulse to right 
character comes to the man accustomed 
to rudeness and scorn, as you treat him 
with respect.

WHAT THE LORD CAME FOR.
(Written for the Times.)

At this Christmas season let ns re­
mind ourselves anew of the purpose of 
the vuniing of the .Saviour.

He came, it in written, to save His peo­
ple t'rotu tneir sins. But how? Does 
ibis mean merely to save them from the 
penalty of their sins? This have been 
believed, and men have been urgçd to 
regard the death upon the cross as ade­
quate penalty for the sins of all. But 
icason recoils from the thought that a-ny 
but the wrong doer can sufier the ptn- 
alty ior the wrong-doing. Nor does the 
modified form of this teaching, which dé­
via res that He came to bring a forgive­
ness impossible under the law, serve any 
better, for it is not apparent how He 
could minister a forgiveness other than 
that which the older prophet had already 
offered, “If a man turn from his wicked­
ness which he hath done, and do that 
which is lawful and right, he shall surely

The prophet speaks of conflict, of the 
Mighty Une mining from Bozrah, His 
garments dyed with blood, who said, “1 
have trodden the wine-press alone, nnd 
<ii the people there was none with me. 
What was this conflict, with whom was 
it waged, what were the fruits of vie­

ille Lord said, “.[ beheld Satan as 
lightning fall from heaven.” His adver­
saries were the powers of evil, the uni­
versal hosts of hell. The infernal hosts 
had well-nigh shut out'all possibility of 
the light and life of heaven among men, 
The church among the Jews had become 
merely a tradition of men, and was pow­
erless to stay the influx of evil which 
possessed even the bodies of men. Into 
the humanity thus fallen and enslaved, 
Jehovah Himself descended. “They said, 
This is the heir. Come, let us kill him 
and the inheritance shall be ours.” Here 
was a battle indeed. On the one side 
the ma lignant wrath of all hell; on the 
other side Jehovah God in His humanity, 
In this conflict He overcame the powers 
of evil, not for Himself alone, but for all 
mankind. Men saw little of the grievous 
strife. There are the forty days in the 
wilderness; the tempting by the devil; 
the night wrestlings in prayer upon the 
mountain apart alone; the agonv in the 
Garden; the crucifixion. But these are 
only prominent suggestions of a conflict 
which went on through every moment 
from birth to cross. The victory was 
the redemption of men from the power 
of hell, the setting them free to follow 
Him and to receive life from Him. Tnis 
was an end worthy of the taking of the 
humanity, “That whosoever believeth on 
Him might be saved.” “Thst we might 
be saved from our enemies and from the 
hand of all that hate us.” Helper.

A BEAUTIFUL6SIGHT TO SEE.

But a Person Whose Principle, Strong
and Invincible Ended in Miseree.
Alonzo Kigg, who owns a store in Cal­

vert street, in Baltimore, has won a 
specie* of renown for anecdotes about 
the town. He has been known to tell a 
tale that brought him rather close to 
jail; but not for that, as he’ll explain, 
did his enthusiasm wane.

When seen last night at his hotel 
young Mr. Kigg agreed to tell a tale of 
romance, fate and blias, which runs sub­
stantially like this:

CANTO I.
'In a lonely cot on the Chesapeake, 

where the nights are chill and the days 
are bleak, there lived on a simple and 
frugal plan a loving an<h lovable oyster 
man. He loved his work and he loved 
his home; he loved the surf and the 
breakers’ foam, but most of all he loved 
to be on an oyster dredge on the shining

“From my description one may guess 
that hie diadem was faithfulness, and, 
mark my word, he was stanch and true 
to the oyster beds in the boundless blue. 
So faithful he to the dredge and punts 
he would not eat in the TV-lees months 
and from hia conversation barred all 
words that lacked the essential ‘R.’

"Hia wealth consisted of a coat, a pair 
of boots and a bugeye boat, a dredge, a 
rake and a broken knife and a desperate 
longing for a wife. He had seen a girl 
or two on shore, and on weekly trips to 
Baltimore, and one fine day a face 
flaahed paat him with a smile that lash­
ed him to the mast.

“After that he'd rise at dawn and 
start his work, but his Heart wae gone, 
and so in deep despair he laid his rake 
aside to seek the maid. He searched 
with the same sharp zeal he gave to the 
bivalves in the ocean wave, and so in a 
couple of weeks he found the girl in 
Baltimore.

“With eager heart and mind aflame 
he knelt and asked the maiden’s name, 
and leanred. with a sudden, heart sick 
jar. ’twas Bess, which does not hold 
an B.

“He rose and fled, nor stopped to 
speak till he reached the dredge on the 
Chesapeake, and there resumed his lone-

tv life, with his h3___________________

busted knife; but yet, amid the toil and 
strife, still lived that longing for a wife.

CANTO 11.
“Well, when the evening and the 

dawn of days and month» had come and 
gone again he gazed on eyes so bright 
he couldn’t get to sleep at night. So 
he root the. maid and pressed his suit 
—offered himself and his wealth to boot 
—and learned that this enchanting one 
was name Arlina Arlington.

“ 'Har. har,’ he chuckled, as the roll 
of the R-ful sound enthralled his soul, 
'R’t searching for er morning star?’ To 
his delight she said, T R.’ He clasped 
her in his arms and said. ‘Arlina. dar­
ling’----- then in dread the awful fact
bowed down his head; there isn’t any 
R in wed.’

“With senses stunned and feelings 
crushed, the dropped the maiden’s hand 
and rushed across the hills, across the 
dells, and back again to the ovster 
shells.

“You ask me why this plaster head 
di<l not say ‘marry me,’ instead? And 
thus you force me to admit he didn’t 
seem to think of it; for oyster men, like 
you and me, have limited capacity—his 
mind was satisfied to climb to one idea 
at a time.

“But when lie saw he’d missed a bet, 
•on strong and real was his regret lie 
cursed his fate nnd ’ganto think of dis­
appearing in the drink. But. lack a-da v 
and woe betide, there’s not an R in 
‘suicide.’ So he laid his pistol on tlie 
shelf, ami simply lives, and hates him-

YOUNG MONTREALER
Wàe Made a Million Before He 

Was 30 Tears of Age.

(Canadian Courier.)
The other day the name of E. Mac- 

kay Edgar, London, Eng., was written in 
large, bold letters across the register of 
the Windsor Hotel, at Montreal and the 
mention of the name brought to mind 
one of the most interesting stories of 
a young Montrealer, who by his own 
endeavor had become a millionaire 
while he was still within hailing distance 
of the thirty-year mark.

“Mackayy” as he is more generally 
known, was on one of his frequent fly­
ing visits to Canada in the interests of 
the firm of Sperling & Co., the promi­
nent London bankers, of which he is a 
member. It was only a few years ago 
that young Edgar was a struggling in­
surance agent and stock broker in 
Montreal, but once he got going along 
the road to success he went at an awful 
pace and in a few years had ac­
complished a task that made even thet 
quiet old bankers sit up and take notice 
of what was going on about them. 
Things kept on happening so fast 
with “Mackay’ in connection with enor­
mous sales of the securities of the Mexi­
can Light and Power Company, the Mex­
ico Tramway Company and the Rio de 
Janeiro Tramway, Light and Power 
Company, that the first thing his con­
freres on the Montreal Stock Excvhange 
knew was that he had not only suc­
ceeded in getting the support of ‘such ft 
prominent London banking house as 
Sperling & Company to take a very sub­
stantial interest in the very promis­
ing concerns he was identified* with, but 
that he had become a member of the 
firm, and that, in the future, it was its 
intention to pay particuler attention to 
things Canadian. And. as was quite 
natural, all this time Maekav saw to it 
that Mackay was being well looked af­
ter with , the result that in something 
like six years from the time he had 
started out to sell Mexican Power bonds 
to almost every man he met on the 
street, even a conservative estimate of 
his personal fortune was well above the 
million mark.

And the funny part about it all was 
that young Mackay Edgar never seem­
ed to have more than ordinary business 
ability. Somehow he seemed to devote 
about ns much time to amateur theatri­
cals as he did to his business and even 
at that he was a pretty fair actor. 
M hat is more, he has never quite ceased 
to be the actor on or off the stage, evi­
dently reckoning that the whole world 
is a stage on which every man must 
play his part. Over in London, Edgar 
has the reputation of doing in n day as 
much as even big brokers contemplate 
doing in a month, and it is even said 
that within three days and without any 
assistance whatever he managed to gath­
er together for a svndicata as mneh as 
$5,000,000 in order to permit of the Mex­
ico Tramways f ompany securing a lease 
of the Mexican Light and Power Com­
pany ami to pay off at once the heavy 
indebtedness of the Power Company to 
one of the leading Canadian hanks.*

Louisiana Fishermen.
There are all kinds of fishing along 

Mlameeippi Sound from Bav St. Louis to 
Biloxi, according to H. C. Ryall, of 
New Orleans.

‘The mullet, a small but very palat­
able fish, is the common diet of the 
people all along the coast, and is fam­
iliarly known as 'Biloxi bacon.’ The mul­
let is caught with a little' cast net fam­
iliarly known as the ‘Biloxi life preserv­
er, because anybody can go out in a 
boat at any time and catch fish en­
ough for a meal in a few minutes. ^

“The Louisiana fishermen are called 
‘cajans,’ the diminutive of Acadians, and 
they are the same people whose pathe­
tic story is described in Ixmgfellow’s 
“Evangeline.' They are scattered all 
along the coast and make their homes 
chiefly on the banks of the bayous and 
inlets, but I have not yet seen any one 
resembling either Evangeline or Gabriel. 
They arc not a poetic looking class of 
people, and they live the most unpoetio 
lives, satisfied wit hvery little."—From 
the Washington Herald.

Yes; Which Way?
“What did you say last night when 

Jack asked you to marry him?”
“I shook my head.”
“Sideways or up and down?”—Chicago 

Daily Socialist.
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The
Sunday School

Lesson

LESSON I.—JAN. 2, 1910.

John, the Forerunner of Jesu*.— 
Matt. 3: 1-12.

Commentary.—1. John's coming (vs.
1-6).

I. In those days—About midsummer 
A. D. 26 John the Baptist began his min­
istry and continued a Jialf year before 
Christ appeared as a public teacher. 
Jesus was still living at Nazareth. John 
the Baptist—He was the son of Zachar- 
ias and Elizabeth, both of the priestly 
tribe (Luke 1; 5.) Elizabeth was a cou­
sin of Mary, hence John and Jesus were 
second cousins. John was consecrated 
as a Nazarine (Luke 1: 15), according 
to the vow given in Num. (5. All that we 
know of his history from his birth to 
the begiqnlng of his public ministry is 
contained in the verse, “And the child 
grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and 
was on the deserts till the day of his 
showing into Israel” (Luke 1: 90.) 
Preaching—John was divinely commis­
sioned. therefore he had a message, lie 
proclaimed the speedy coming of the 
Christ. Wilderness—This was not an un­
inhabited region, but one thinly populat­
ed. It was the wild country west of the 
Jordan and the Dead Sea. 2. Repent ye 
—Repentance includes sorrow for sin 
and and a turning from it. To repent 
implies a change of purpose and that 
new purpose shown by right conduct. 
Kingdom of heaven—The Jews were 
looking for the Messiah and expected 
him to establish a kingdom of earthly 
splendor. Their views were wrong, but 
they maintained them tenaciously. The 
new kingdom was to be spiritual. Christ 
was to be King, to rule in the hearts of 
men. At hand—It was only a few 
months, or possibly a few days, before 
the King would appear to establish the 
kingdom.

3. This is he—Matthew refers now to 
the prophecy concerning John. Esias— 
This is the Greek form of the Hebrew 
name Isaiah. The prophecy occurs in 
Isa. 40: 3. The voice—Attention is not 
drawn to the person of the speaker, but 
to the message. John did not wish to 
exalt himself. He was Milling to be sim­
ply a “voice” proclaiming th ecoming 
King. Crying in the wilderness—There 
was activity and earnestness in deliver­
ing the message. The prophecy was lit­
erally fulfilled as to the messenger, the 
message and the place. Prepare ye the 
way—The King was soon to come and 
suitable preparations must be made. In 
ancient times the approach of a monarch 
was heralded long enough beforehand for 
the inhabitants of the country through 
which he was to pass to put tlie road in 
readiness. Valleys were filled and hills 
lowered.

4. A raiment of camel’s*hair—A doth 
made from tlie long and shaggy hair of 
the camel. Bishop Porteous says, “This 
raiment of camel’s hair was nothing 
elce than that sackcloth of which we 
read so much in the scriptures.” Leath­
ern girdle—Undressed skin. The girdle 
was used to gather in and hold the 
loose flowing garments worn in the East. 
Meat—“Food”—R. V. Locusts—“The 
common brown locust is about three 
inches in length nnd the general form 
is that of the grasshopper.”—Harris. 
This was the food of the poor who lived 
in the deserts where locusts abount. 
Wild honey—Honey was found in abund­
ance, deposited by bees in trees and 
clefts of the rocks. Honey and locusts 
were often mixed as an article of food. 
Elijah was a type of John. The two 
were alike in their disposition and man­
ner of living. 5. Went out to him— 
John’s preaching place was in the desert 
but the people found him. There was 
intense itnerest. The Messiah was being 
enounced. Multitudes came from near 
and from far, insomuch that Matthew 
says, “All Judea, and all the region 
round about Jordan." (i. Baptized— 
John was preaching reepntanee, and in 
presenting themselves for baptism the 
people declared that they did repent. 
This application of water to the body 
was a sign of the inward work of re­
pentance.

II. The Pharisees reproved (vs. 7-10). 
7. Pharisees and Sadducees—The interest 
arused by John's preaching affected all 
classes. The Phaisees were a set of 
Jews claiming to be the strict observers 
of the law. Their name means “separa­
tion.” At this time their religion was 
formal and lifeless. The Sadducees were 
materialists, denying the resurrection 
and the existence of spiritual beings, 
come to his baptism—The announcement 
of the coming Christ attracted them. 
Some were doubtless genuine seekers af­
ter truth, but more were merely curious 
or seeking after worldly advancement, 
generation of vipers—-The serpent in the 
Bible is an emblem of evil. John under­
stood the character of those to whom he 
spoke and addressed them as a brood 
of vipers or serpents, who hath warned 
you—Has any preaching or exhortation 
moved you to realize the deceitfulncss 
and selfishness of your hearts? the 
wrath to come—The divine indignation, 
or the punishment that will come on the 
guilty.—Barnes. This can be escaped 
only by experiencing the inward change 
set forth by this fearless preacher. 8. 
fruit worthy of repentance (R. V.)— 
They had not shown themselves truly 
penitent. The fact that they desired 
baptism, or even that they had been 
baptized did not change their nature. 
Repentance is manifested by an awk- 
ened conscience, godly sorrow for sin, 
confession and reformation. 9. we have 
Abraham to our father—Th eJews boast­
ed of their descent from Anraham and 
depended upon that fact largely for fu­
ture salvation. Even the added advan­
tage of baptism would not constitute 
them children of God. Ancestry could 
not save them, children unto Abiaham 
—Their boast was vain. If simply to 
be the descendents of Abraham would 
secure the favor of God, there could eas­
ily be multitudes in that class, for God 
could take the stones lying along the 
Jordan and make of them children of 
Abraham.

10. and even now (R. V.)—Moral and 
spiritual character from this time is the 
test that determines destiny. No mere 
externalism avails anything, the axe is 
laid unto the roof of the trees—The fig­
ure is that of a woodman who is examin­
ing the trees of his orchard to determine 
which are profitable and which are not, 
with a view to cutting down the latter. 
This may refer to the Jewish nation 
which was soon to be destroyed because 
of their rejection of Jesus, but it also 
has emphatic reference to individual 
character and destiny. bringeth not 
forth good fruit—This expression teaches 
individual responsibility. What we arc 
determines our fruit, and our fruit 
•hows what we are.
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III. Christ’s mission announced (vtr. 11,
12).

11. He that cometh after me— John 
does not lose Sight of the faet that he 
is but the forerunner of Jesus, nor is 
he silent regarding it. Mightier than I 
—He understood the character and 
power of him whose coming he heralded. 
Shoes—These were sandals simply cov­
ering the soles of the feet and bound 
upon them with thongs, or leathern 
strings. Not worthy to l»ear—The san­
dals were removed upon entering a 
house. It was the duty of a servant to 
loosen the sandals of hia master and 
to mare for them. This was a lowly 
service, yet John declares himself up- 
wortliy to perform it. Baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost—The baptism with 
water was an outward act, the baptism 
with the Holy Spirit was inward. “While 
John could only bid them repent, and 
symbolize their purification by the 
washing of water, Jesus could really 
purify them, and give them a new heart 
by the Holy Spirit, and the fire of divine 
life and love.”—Abbott.

12. Fan ia in his hand—Reference is 
made to a winnowing fan. or shovel, by 
means of which the chaff could be sep­
arated from the wheat by exposing them 
to the wind. Purge—Cleanse. Floor— 
The Oriental threshing floor was a flat­
tened space of ground made hard for 
threshing the grain. Wheat into the 
garner—The wheat was to be placed in 
the granary, where it would be safe 
from the elements and from enemies. 
It is here used as a figure of heaven, 
as fire is the figure of hell.

Questions.—Who were the parents of 
John and what was their character? 
What is meant by the wilderness? 
What was the theme of John’s preach- 
ing? What was the prophecy concern­
ing him? Describe John the Baptist 
with respect to his clothing and food. 
Where did he preach? Who heard him? 
W hat Old Testament prophet did he 
resemble? AY hat did John say to the 
Pharisees and Sadducees? Describe 
these classes of people. How did John 
compare himself with Jesus? What is 
meant by the fan and the threshing 
floor? The garner? The fire?

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS .
The preacher. Four hundreds years . 

before John came, Malaehi had written, 
“Behold, I will send my messenger” | 
(Mai. 3: 1). Seven hundred years be- j 
fore Isaiah ha<l written, “The voice of ■ 
him that cricth” (Isa. 40: 3). John was : 
more than a prophet (Matt. 11: 11). He ' 
was not only the last prophet of the old ! 
dnqiensation (Matt. II; 13), but the 
beginner of the new (Acts 1: 21, 22; 10; 
37). In personality and preaching he 
belonged with the Old Testament pro­
phets; in humility and devotion, with 
the New Testament preachers. For 
years he prepared Hie way before the 
Lord, then he cried to the people, “Pré­
paie ye the way.” He preached “re­
pentance,” and his coarse clothing and 
plain food were object lessons upon his 
word. His life kept step with his lips. 
No wonder that “all men counted ’ that 
John “was a prophet indeed.”

I ho proclamation. God compares stern 
Bible truth to an ax (v. 10). Like an 
an ax, his word is sharp and powerful 
(Heb. 4. 12). He who wields it should, 
like John, be filled with and led by the 
Spirit. Some of John’s words were: 1. 
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord" (v. 
3). Fill every valley of dejection and 
despondency with joyful praise; tear 
down every mountain of pride and con­
ceit and selfishness by lowly, loving 
acts of kindness (Isa. 40. * 3, 4). 2.
"Make his paths straight" (v. 3). Have 
no crooked ways. Indulge in no under­
hand practises. Do not slyly take a few 
peanuts from a fruit-stand, nor rob a 
melon patch or corn field, nor steal a 
ride ou a car, nor copy the example of 
of some industrious pupil, nor cheat 
even for fun in playing games, nor play 
for keeps, nor fellow the crooked ways 
of the mercantile world. Be straightfor­
ward, be honest, be true. How? By look­
ing constantly at the Christ. If you look 
at circumstances, discouragements, past 
failures, or the wrong-doings of others, 
your path will be crooked. You can only 
make liis paths straight by “looking" 
to Him (Heb. 12. 1, 2). 3. “Bring forth 
therefore fruits meet for repentance" (v. 
8). Repentance is a prominent scripture 
theme. Our Lord preached repentance 
(Matt. 4. 17). He commanded ua to 
preach it (Luke 24. 47). It was tlie 
theme of apostolic preaching (Acts 2. 
38; 3. 19; 17. 30; 26. 20). True repent­
ance is a heart broken for sin, and a 
life broken from sin. 4. “He shall bap­
tize you with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire" (v. 11). Fire burns, brightens, 
blesses. John the apostle saw “seven 
lamps of fire..which are the seven spir­
its of God," the fulness of the Holy j 
Spirit (Rev. 4. 5). "The spirit of holi- I 
ness" (Rom. 1. 4), “the spirit of .... 
burning" (Isa. 4. 4), consumes, refines, 
purifies, sanctifies, makes holy. Fire 
warms, soothes, melts aud moves! The 
tongue of fire (Acts. 2. 3) is God’s mes­
sage of blessing. Prayer under the pow­
er of the Holy Spirit brings conviction 
to sinners, and encouragement to saints.

The Proclaimed. John was always 
disciples heard John and followed Jesiis 
baptized with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
John only baptized with water (v. 11). 
Jesus was “the Word" (John 1. 1). 
John was only “the voice” to draw man 
to his great Successor (John 1. 23). 
Jesus must increase, John must de­
crease (John 3. 30). Jesus was preferred 
before John (John 1. 27, 30), for the 
disciples heard John and followed Jesus 
(John 1. 37). Jesus was “the Christ," 
John only “sent" John 1. 20; 3. 28).
Jesus was "that prophet," John was 
only His herald (John 1. 21). Jesus was 
“the Light,” John was “a witness." John 
was “a witness" (John *. 7). Jesus was 
the Bridegroom, John o«ly the Bride­
groom’s friend (John 3. 29). John’s
words and his work all pointed to an­
other, who was soon to appear.
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Rogers Coal Is SCRANTON Highest Brade of Anradte 

HEAD OFFICE, - - 6 James I.
CIILUE8, Présidant georoe j. autffl

Matter of Buyim

Business or Social

Purposes
*J Experiments are usualhrpenslve 
as well as unnecessary. Thcigh class 
of office and general busin. station­
ery produced at The Times i-ut of the 
experimental class, always lisfactory, 
original and result produeiiand con­
sequently less expensive th cheaper 
and poorer kinds.
• You get more and bett vaine for 
your money at this shop th anywhere 
else in the city.
<J See us for anything m may re­
quire. We can please ye

Times Printin’
Job Room Phone 840.

LIMITED

Busies Phone 368

The Paper Which “The tines" 
Is Made by th

S Riordon Paper Hills, limite* :
at Merritton, Near StCathirinea

THEY ALSO MAKE BUILDING PAER AND ARB THE 
LARGEST MAKERS OF SULPHIT PULP IN CANADA

$

Head office. Mark Usher BulldtntMontreal, where el) 
correspondence should I addressed.

HOW TEDDY LOST
THE BEAR.

They say a sore corn Interfered with 
his speed. Always apply Putnam’s Corn 
Extractor. For fifty years it has been 
curiig corns and warts. “Putnam’s” 
never fails. Use no other.

Useful and Ornamental.
Gill s—Great Scott, man! What do 

you call that thing?
Willis- - We decided at our home this 

year that ve would give only useful pre­
sents. and this is the beautiful, embroi­
dered ban l-painted snow-shovel that 
2liy wife gaxs me.

Waken Up! Vaken Up!
The modern up-to-date wav ia to bring

WHEAT aid OATS
Direct to Hamilton from the levators by steamships.

We have at the city wharf a big boat »ad of the best quality and cac 
save you money.

"ST THE WOOD MILLING CO. 
Use Harris
Heavy aeesure Bearing Metal.
The ooppr covered cake; best by 
actual tester all machinery bearings. 
For your convenience, for Bale by 
WILKINiON & KOMPASS, Hamilton.

THE 0NÂDA METAL CO., Limited,
Toronto, Ont,

BORNEO VIEW OF CREATION, land, finding the work not at alt labor-

Firet Appearance of Man According to ? The padi was only planted once, and 
Legend of a Wild Tribe. « lived for many ye,re, bearing ,ra.t

J continually: the baskets for the paUi
Many and v aried arc the Dyak ac ; could walk to the farm, and on their ar-

couuts ol" the creation, and none of them 
coincide. They are unable to describe 
or to say who is the Deity (Petara i, but 
they say in one of their accounts of tlifl 
first appearance of 'mankind that thf 
Petara gave birth to a boy who was 
without his members and east hint into 
a pit, when lie became I'ulang Gana, the 
god of the earth.

The second child boru to the Petara 
was a girl, and she had no nose, so w»s 
set adrift on a river, becoming Rajah 
Jewata, the god of fishes.

The third child was without any hu­
man form, and it was placed on a bough 
of a tree, where it became an orchid.

The fourth child was a girl, who was 
named Siti Pernmni. and she was cut to 
pieces, the hits becoming padi, pump­
kins and other plants.

The fifth child was a boy, and he was : 
called Blaug Pinggang^s he had a white 
stripe round his waist, and he became 
Ini Anda and lives in the heavens.

The sixth child became animals and 
birds, while the seventh was a girl, and 
Ini Rajah Pipit called her Dayany Petri.

All the brothers and sisters lived on; 
charcoal, but >he alone refused to eat it, 
crying night nnd day. and she was .final-1 
]y taken to .the house of Ini Rajah Pipit, | 
where she obtained rice to eat and seeds 
for planting padi, a, single padi seed be- ; 
ing about the sizd of a large mango 
fruit. She married (a man called Sakum- 
bang Maron l>unsu\ Chenaga Umbang, 
and she and her lju stand farmed the

rival there the padi jumped into them 
of its own accord and the filled baskets 
walked home again, and when it was be­
ing dried it jumped up and down and 
husk et1 itself. One day 1)« yang Fell 
took a winnowing basket ami began !•« 
reap the padi herself, and this rash ac­
tion of hers at once caused the padi to 
stop reaping itself, and, what was more, 
caused it to give only one crop before it 
died, as it does to-day.

The Dyaks hare three other accounts 
of tlie Creation, one bing that mankind 
was produced from a certain tree called 
Kumiiang. the sap of which is like blood; 
another, that friable earth was the ori­
gin of life, and yet another, that the 
birds In and Ara were the creators.-— 
The Rev. William Howell in ScrawaU
Gazette. ___ ______

Famous Bait for Chub.
The chub in summer months may de­

light in diet of cheese and cherries— 
two capital baits then, by the way 
but in the winter months, particularly 
in frosty weather, nothing seems to tic­
kle h*s palate more than bollock's pith.

How the clnb acquired the taste for 
the spinal marrow of sn ox, for such 
this special bait is, is unknown, but it 
is 4 pretty old lure and will attract the 
wary fish* when nothing else will tempt 
him*. The pith is much used iu the 
Thames and Trent, the two principal 
chub rivera.—From the Westminster Ga- 
aettc.


