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French| Master of| R
Strategy is an Im-|

_pressive Person.

%' [By Special Wire to:the Courler]

- PARIS, Nov. 30.—A represenative
of the Havas Agency, together with
a party of Paris newspaper men, has
been received by General Joffre at his
headquarters. Since is the first time
since the outbreak of the war that
the commander-in f has' consent-
ed to see the press. In describing the
beadquarters and ‘what he saw there,
the Havas correspondent says:

“The office from which the general
directs ‘operations is in a public school

- a quiet town. T ‘18 ‘mo undue

r or bustle on «the little streets,
and a stranger would never suspect
the presence in the: modest place the
head of the allied armies.

"General Joitre’s private office is
on the first floor of the school build-
ing. The correspondents were at once
shown up, and as they ertered the
general rose from his desk and stood
in the middle of the room. He was
in undress unifofrm, with top boots
and tunic, but wore no ‘decorations,

“He was just as all Frenchmen
picture him, His features reflect the
character of the man in every line,
showing a combination of energy and
goodness, gentleness and firmness.
The -formidable cares and arixeties
of the past four months have not
aged -his countenance, ‘nor bent the

¢ frame. His whole personality
breathes, physcial and i

- o the armies.
“We & ‘4o congratulate him,
respecttilly on the * military medal
conterred on him by President Poin-
care. He interrupted hastily:

**That is of no importance at all.

THE FIRING LINE IN EUROPE IS DEPENDING

ON THE WORK LINE IN CANADA.

What matters above verything is to}.

save the country.’

"The general pronounced these
last words with such an accent that
each of us in his own mind added:
"And he will save it.’”

ARE IN RETREAT.

PETROGRAD, via London, Nov.
30.—“Fighting on the Russo-Prussian
front is turning advantageously, for
our side,” telegraphs a correspondent

of the Army Messenger. “Our cav-
alry has dispersed the enemy, who,
retiring, is ‘abandoning his munitions
of war, The energetic pursuit of our
forces prevents the Germans from
taking up the position which they-had
prepared for their use in the event of
aretreat.

Referring to the operations in Gal-
icia, the Army Messenger says:

“All of our operations in Galicia
are .ending successfully for us. We
continue to push the Austrian army
in'the direction of Cracow. In spite
of the intense cold, which is delaying
our offensive, we are advancing vic-
toriously.

. “Several of our contingents already
abreast of Cracow, the defenders
hich are being turned on - the

e; . The morale of our troops
ent-”

@dian's Are
. Being Chased
by a Posse

fB’ ‘Upeehl Wire to the Courier]
PEMBROKE. Ont, Nov. 30—

Mough fully two hundred well arm-
men divided into posses, are scour-
“the surrounding country ioc

in all directions, the Indians,

"¢ter White Duck and Antany Jacko,

Mo last night escaped from Pem-

broke jail, after murdering Turnkey

and seriously wounding

» r Brown, were still at large this

afternoon. - The last trace of the fu-

gitives was found early this morning
at Mud Lake, 7 miles south of Pem-
broke, Théir moccasin tracks in the
snow ‘were followed on to the lake,
where thin ice had forced them to
I back ‘and cross on a bridge
 tracks were lost on the bridge.

e search is being directed by Sher-
"Alex Morris, the largest posse be-
Golden Lake in charge of W.
‘Williams, the C. P. R. legal re-
ntative here, who has the Indian

Teéservation at the lake under surveil-

at present, to prevent aid being
sent to the murderers. £
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tinue. Important

LONDON, Nov. 30~~The  Daily
‘Lelegraph special correspondent . at
Kotterdam reports:

“Captain Persius, naval critic of z

The-Berliner Tageblatt, in an article

jon the German naval position says:
| Many German hopes at the beginning

General French Gives Details of An-
other Week of Strenuous Hand-to-
Hand Warfare —Indians and Terri-
torials Are Especially Praised.

LONDON, Nov 30—Field Marshal
Sir John French, tommander-in-chief
ot the. British forces in the field,
speaksin an optimistic vein concern<
mg the position of the allizsin a re-
port issued to-day by the Official
Press Bureau: i
a -general way the activities of.- the
British troops from November 11 to
20.

Summing up the situation in. con-
cluding his report, Field Marshal
French says:

“As I close this despatch signs are
in evidence that we are possibly in
the last stages of the battle from
Ypres to Armentiers. For several
days past the artillery fire of the ene:
my has slackened considerably, and
His intantry attacks have.practically
ceéased.

*In remarking upon the general
military situation of the allies, as it
zppears to me at the'fipresent moO-
ment,” General French continues, “it
does" not seem to be -clearly under-
stood that the operations in. which
we have been ~engaged embrace nearly
all of the central part of the Conti-
nent of Europe, from the east to the
west. ‘The combined French, Belgian,
and British armies in the west and
the Russian army in the east are op-
posed to the united forces of Ger-
many and Austria, acting as combin-

"ed armies between us.

LARGEST FORCES IN FRANCE

“Qur enemies elected at the com-
mencement of the war to throw the
weight of their forces against our
armies in the west, and to detach
only a comparatively weak force
composed of very few of the first’ line
troops ~and several corps of second
and third line troops, to stem - the
Russian advance until the = western
torces could be completely defeated
and overwhelmed. Their strength
enabled  them from th: outset to
throw greatly - superior forces against
ns in the west. This precludes the
possibility. of our taking vigorous of-
tensive action, except when miscal-
culations: and mistakes are made by

- b

their commarders, opening up special
pportunites

0 ‘tor . successful “attacks
d. pursuit. . B
“The Battle of the Marne was

satmies .in the W
.been called upon to

The report covers in

sive positions, holding ground gained
and inviting the eneémy’s attack and
to throw back the attacks, causing
the enemy heavy losses in his retreat
ahd following him up with powerful
and successful count-r attacks to
complete his discomfiture,

“"The value and significance of op-
erations of this nature since the com-
merncement of hostilities by the allies
torces in the west'lie in the fact that
at the moment when the eastern pro-
jvinces of Germany are in imminent
danger of being overrun by the nu-
merous and powerful armies of Rus-
sia, nearly the whole active army of
Germany is tied down to a line of
trenches extending from Verdun, on
the Alsatian frontier; to the sea at
Nieuport, east of Dunkirk (a distance
of 260 miles,) where they are held
with much reduced numbers and im-
paired morale, by the successful ac-
tuzln of our troops in the west.

I cannot speak too highly of the
services rendered by the Royal Artil-
lery throughout the battle. In spite
ot the fact that the eremy ﬂad
brought up, in supoprt of his attacks,
guns of great range and shell power,
our . men haye succeeded throughout
in preventing the enemy from estab-
lishing anything in the nature of
superiority in artillery.  The skill,
courage and energy displayed by the
commmanders of -the Royal Artillery
have been very marked. The Royal
kngineérs have been indefatigable in
their efforts to assist the infantry in
tield, fortification anditrench work.

THREE: TO ONE.

‘““I deeply regret the ‘heayy casu-
:alties which we have suffered, but
the nature of the fighting has been
very desperate, and we have been as-
sailed by vastly superior numbers. I
have every reason to - know that
throughout the course of the battle
we have placed at: least three times
as many of the enemy hors de com-
bat, in dead, wounded and prisoners.

“Throughout these operations Gen.
Foch has tsrained his 'resources to
the utmost to afford me.all the sup-
port he could. An’ expression of my
warm gratitude is also due %Gen.

i the rench

- | Chippenham,

as 'been fo occupy strong def
L8 3

of the war were built on somewhat
tantastic foundations: Th British
tleet was under-éstimated;, and it was
considered that there was absolutely
no reason why Britain should con-
tinue to rule the seas. ~ The results

had forced Germany in a great meas-,

ure to -withdraw this view. Even the
greatest British losses must not be re-
garded as decisive events, he sug-
gests.

~“An English newspaper statement
that Britain is satisfied with what her
fleet has done proves in a,negative

g g gl |

way that such comiplete sa

does not exist. He;mmdmy.th@
claim that there is evidence that Ger-
man submarines have been more suc-

cesstul than Bqu%h submarines, but
admits that aftef four months the
wearing -

German scheme for down |

the British fleet has not yet.s
ed. The psychologic: movement has
not wet arrived for the muse of Ger-
man battleships and large cruisers.
“We must be careful,” Captain Per-
sius concludes “not to buoy ourselves
up with false estimates about the
postion of -affairs. We must not for-
get that in spité of the glorious scu-
cess of our cruisers in Chilean waters
and the success of our submarines,
there has not ‘yet occurred any sig-
nihcant weakening of -the sea power
ot Britain asthe result of the war.”

~

THE KIDDIES' CHRISTMAS

- Now is Your Chance to Help—Organized Effort to Give
Good Cheer to Little Ones Who Might Miss
the Joys of Yuletide.

How much happier will your Christ-
mas be if you know that every little
child in Brantford has been rememb-
ered in some way by Santa Claus.
The joy of that greatest of’ all days
will bé increased a thousand fold for
you if you know that you have done
your best to have Christmas cheer dis-
tributed to” all those kiddies of this
city who, without your assistance an
that of other citizens of Brantford,
would have sorrow instead of happi-
ness on Christmas:Day. A strong
committee has undertaken to hold a

Christmas. tree for ‘the children re-
commended by the Social Service
League, on Wednesday, Deécember 23,
and they are asking through the col-
umns of the press for the necessary
funds .How much will you give? Of
course the war has effected you; it
has hit everybody; but the littie
children do not understand itall, ?d
Christras must be kept bright for

d| them. Send in your subscription to

either The Expositor or The Courier.
Previously acknowledged: .. L.$70.25
Lloyd Harris .. .o 2o ve 2o 4o 10.00
Reg. Scarfe .. <o .. +-- Jve 5.00
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BLANCHARD SAD
0B LVNG
AND QUITE WEL

Is Private Blanchard of the Cold-
stream Guards, and late of th‘e Brant-
ford police force, dead or alive?

The latest English mail brings a
letter to the City Treasurer from Mrs.
Blanchard, and therein she says her
husband is alive and well and in the
best of health. She wrote on Novem-
ber 17th, and had then just heard
from him on the foreign field, al-
though she did not know where he
was located. In her brief letter, from

Wiltshire, she  thanks

chard. It 1s very likely that Cobden
would. be much better posted than
Mrs. Blanchard on his moves, but it
would also seem that when Cobden
wrote he spoke of incidents that hap-
pened fully a fortnight before Mrs.
Cobden heard from her husband.
Thus it would seem that Blanchard
got separated from his comrades, but
was not killed, as Cobden thought:
At least it was some time dfter the
letter of Cobden that the letter of
Mrs. Blanchard was written.. ‘It is
a very indefinite state, and -leaves
much room for doubt on both sides.

the city official for her chegues re-| 5
ies]

ceived, and conveys the intelli

that her husband is fit and well on the
battle front. In the’face of the state-
ments which Corporal ‘Cobden has

written home, it would ngear that
there is some ungertainty about Blan-
P -
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" The United States. will canc
‘péace oelebrations® during the ¢
of the war.. §

accounted for in
British Columbia

Scarnhorst,

den and Nu:

SEV! 1

wafters.

August 19, and the led S0t

;America.  This is the nearest

proach of a German cruiser to Briti

Columbia since the war began. ' :

hRe orr:; gminﬁ"al engu:ient_l in

the No acific persist, yet are pure

inventions, according to British naval

authorities. The allies’

coast continues  with' the

Japanese cruiser Idzur

fornia, the large British

Castle moving along the

Washington coast angd the Canac

g:li;e:  Rainbow, guarding  British
udﬁ L . b= 5 -
The huge blue funnel liner Pro-

tesilaus, re-named the Aid and - the

tramp steamer Banksdale are coal

carriers for these three patrol crui-

sers. There are coa stations = at

Esquimalt and at a ) on ' the

west coast of Vancouver Island.

There are two submarines at Esqui-

malt. LG SR
Bepughton channel, just north: of

Vancouvef;o%shn ~has been . closed

and minéd and is commanded by

shoré &m The lights have been ex- |

tingui

toria have been mined.’

[By Special Wire to the Oourler} :
BUENOS AYRES, Nov, 30—Des-|
patches réceived here ‘from Mont
video insist that there is good re¢
son to believe that the German squad

ron which-has been operating -i'-'ﬁ

ed. The approaches to Vic-|th



