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‘WEEK and a half
wrote to the Hon. Minister
of Agriculture and Mines calling
his attention to the erection of a
bathing house on the margin of
Long Pond, and’ asking that he
take steps to have the thing re-
moved, as it infringed on a pub-
lic right and further more that it
had been built over the only spot
on the south side of the lake
where one may go swimming with
out the risk of breaking his feet
en sharp rocks. We have had no
reply from the Hon.
save one which we received when
we called him over the telephone.
The reply we then had was that
he (the Minister) had ‘“‘taken the
matter up, with them” (the M.l.
A.) Here is an instance of how
heads of Departments attend to
their public, duties.

Mr. Blandford, in the first place
refused us the  courtesy of a
prompt reply te our communica-
tion, and in the next place he dal-

ago we

Minister,

w_ﬂtei' ‘powers have disgraced the

administration = of Merris and
Company.

The raid on our timber areas

has been the greatest scandal on
record.
- Members of the Government
have been in the big grabs right
up to the chin, like hogs in a wal-
low.

Then look at the giving away
of\our greatest natural asset, our
water powers, culminating in the
most disgraceful episode in a dis-
graceful administration, the big
give away to the Reids at Deer
Lake. We refer to the Willson—
alias' New Reid Deal, whereby one
hundred and fifty million dollars
worth of the people’s property

was bartered away for ever, for a

‘song.

And we have had men with
cheek enough to openly defend
the outrage, and to come out in
public print day after .day in
abuse of the vilest kind of the few
men who had the honesty and in-
telligence to candemn the crime.

Such crimes would be impos-
sible if there were not weak men
to support the evil doers, and to
stand between them and an out-
raged public. :

‘Beside such low down villians
who sell their country’s blood, the
“fénce” who shields the thief is
an honest citizen.

For the . former betrays his
country into the hands of thieves,
while the latter only steals from
an individual, who often does not
miss what has been filched from
him.

Hospital
Accommodation

HE following item appeared
in Monday’s evening’s Tele-
gram:

“Mr. Manuel of Jackson's Cove,
Notre Dame Bay, who arrived
here to enter the Hospital for an
operation, was unable to get sat-
istuctory treatment there owing
to the crowded condition of the
Institution.”

We made reference to the case
also; and on enquiry, we found
that the Hospital is very much
crowded at the present time. We
believe that there are some pati-
ents in toewn from the outports
awaiting admission.

To whom is this sad condition
of affairs largely due?

It is not the fault of the Hos-
pital staff who are all exceeding-

lies with and temporizes with men
who have committed a distinct
breach of the Crown Lands Act,

ly courteous and attentive to the
wants of the patieats; but it is
due, chiefly, to the fact that num-

over which he has particular care.|bers of city patients are sent to
Why did Mr. Blandford think it } the Institution who SHOULD BE

necessary .’
—to use the stereotyped form of
expression used by the Minister
himself,—with the {aw breakers.
There should have been no delay
in exercising the law in this re-
spect,

The offense had been commit-
ted, the house had been put up on
the public lands, the public was
inconvenienced and the Minister's
duty was quite clear.

He should have at aace ocrdered
the removal of the house, as there
i1s no excuse for it being there.

But it has ever been thus ia
this country, the faw has been
ever slow to check abuses-of this
character, but it is quick enough
in other matters, where leaden
feet ‘were better.

What can we expect anyway
tcom a department, at whase head
sits 2 man who is accountable to
nobedy.
into the job contrary to the wish
of the people. He was turned
“down by the people of Bonavista
Bay at Jast electian by a drown-
ing majority, but little things like
, that do not signify in the very
smallest degree to the bandits
~who have coatrol of this unfor-
tunate country’s affairs.
 Rettenness pervades every de-
partment in the Coleny’s admin- |
istration since the advent of Mor-

- 'ris and his horde to power, but the
most rotten of them perhaps is the

" Department of Agnculture and
Mines.

Look what big grabs of public
prOp‘erty. in timiber, mineral and

VA

‘to take the matter up” 'TREATED in their

| surgical

He has been pitchforked

own homes,
and at THEIR OWN EXPENSE.

We have heard of several such
cases recently; and we know posi-
tively that a near relative of a
wealthy Government booster was
placed {n the Hospital and remain-
ed there for several weeks, when
she should have been taken care
af at home,

The outport patients receive the
greatest possible attention at the
hands of Mr. Whiteway and his
staff, on their arrival; and the
people apprecxate their kind ser-
vices,

ft is high time that certain city
folk who can afford it, should be
made to pay far wmedical and
attendance. There are
several trained nurses in this city
who would gladly take charge of
such cases; and we have a very
efficient body of medical men
whose services are available.

The fact is that we have not suf-
ficient Hospital accommeodation in
this country; and there is a cry-
ing need for, at least, three small
hospitals in the outports.

These, in our opinion, should be
located, one at Twillingate, one at
Belleoram, and one at Bay of ls-
lands.

Bu:ldingx, sufficiently large,
may be built and equlpped for
about $10,000 each: and the ap-
keep would not mvexvc ‘a much
larger outlay is }mr ,hemg made
for so-called pauibai"eases and for
transpeptation. . -

We have a number of . youhg

(and old) medmai ‘practitioners

47,
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{now forced te make

Wherein He Expases the Crlminal Folly of the Govt.

Propositions to Hand Over to a Private Corporation
50 Much of Our Valuable Natural Assets.

April 30th., 1915,

MR. LLOYD—Mr. Chairman, I rise'
for the purpose of saying something

before us; to give some reasons why
the contraét as it now stands must
not receive the approval of this House.
Before going into that aspect of the
matter, I would like to look at certain
principles. which justify my taking
that attitude. I would like also to
make ‘it clear that I am not treating
this matter as a parwy question, or
raising any objecion to something be-
ing done to further development or
Newfoundland.

I would like to draw attention to the
fact that for the past quarter of a
century, both parties in this Hause
have been making concessions, giv-
ing away water, timber, free simple
rights inland, in the hope of promot-
ing developments in Newfoundland, at-
fording work to all classes of labour
seeking to foster an increase of pop-
ulation, and revenue. We do not ob-
ject to large expenditures in the pro-
per direction such as education. 1
should like to see a large increase
there if we could afford it, but we can
not afford it. We find that we have
been going ahead faster than our rev-
cnues enabled us to do. But that is
all the more reason why every man
in this House should do, what in him
lies to see that we get an eduqate re-
turn for what we give.
that though I have been one of those
who have drawn attention to the pro-
moters of this company, it is not be-
cause they are the Reid Nfld. Co., or
any other. I do not say that because
the Reid Brothers are the promoters
of this that it should be cond-mned.
They already control large interests
in tlic Colony, notably the railway
sysiem. They hold miilions of acrea
of land in free simple. Both parties
in this House have contributed to-
wards giving them these interests.
But there are facts relating to the
hill itself that must be taken into con-
sideration. The experience of the
past 25 years is such as should make
us halt to consider carefully, before
going further.

The Reid Nfld. Co., have extraor-
ed the earlier part of my life in South

of cotton is manufactured. The clim-
ate is such that it contributes largely

facture. It rests on a coal field:
deed the cotton industry is based on
fact that there is coal there. It is
the same elsewhere. The success o?
any large manufacture is based on
the fact that something is easy to
get there, In this case our great re-
source i our water power,
fore we ought to take care what we
are doing, and be reasonable in look-
ing after ourselves, and at the same
time we ought to give this proposition
fair consideration.

That is the spirit in which I ap-
proach this question What are we
asked to do? I am going to deal with
this matter from the standpoint laid
down by the member for Bonavista.

{n Bay of I[slands they ask for rights
over the drainage area of the Hum-
ber. That is very large. If you look

-at the map, you will see that it in-

cludes a very large drainage, area,
running in the direction of White Bay
and South beyond Grand Lake. Much
that is outside of that area they also
want. This matter needs great caon-
sideration. If we give those grants
we must see that we get fair returns.
Outside of that area there is a re-
quest for water power that would in-
clude practically the whole centre of
the Island. 1If we turn to the first
gection of the agreemeént we find that
the company is asking not only for
water powers, but the power to con-
trol the whole of the western drain-
age area, including Grand Lake, and
to do what is necessary for their pur-
poses in connection. There is a com-
plete absence of infoermation in con-
nection with these water powers. We

who would gladly avail of the
vosition of Resident Physician;
and we have several competent
nurses who would make admirable
matrons. ;

Such- institutions would prove
2 boon and a blessing to our out-
vort people many of whom are
long and
wearisome journeys citywards to

obtain proper medical treatment,

in connection with the contract now;

have no report dealing with the point.
We ought to have the whole of the
information before us. It will be not-
;iced that the whole thing amounts to
‘the asking for the power to handle
the whole drainage area of the Hum-
ber. On turning to the map which
the Premier has laid before us, it will
be observed that a large .section is
blocked off.

I would like to draw the attention
of the Committee to this,—to the
southern houndary of that area An
examination of the Southern Bound-
ary of that area and the local taopo-
graphy will reveal this fact that
there is a number of very valuable
locations for water powers situatea
just within the area For instance it

an Lake—and the very
establishment of a w

fact of the

er power un-

der the concession malle and
promise of similar condessions in re-
gard to his area gives them the pow-
to control the whole of Red Indian
[Lake and the waters which drain in-

‘come to Victoria River
:that area by

to the success of the cotton manu- {centia Bay
W
mn-

(
|

And there |

\ prise,
'as part of the bargain, 1 think the

to it Then going a little further we
They control
the acquisition of water
powers there they get the right of
controlling the whole drainage area
which runs into Victoria River That
runs pretty well down to Burgeo ana
La Poile Going further you come to
Noah Paul’s Brook They have the con-

Further T sayjtrol of the entrance of that tributary,

and with the concessions made to
them they get control of practically
the whole centre of the country out-
side of the limits marked here Then
again, if you turn to the Gander we
find the mouth of the Gander within
the limit; so that if a water power is
acquired at the mouth of the Gander
within the limit; so that if a water
power is aequired: at the mouth of
the Gander under the concessions
spoken of they obtain the control ot
the whole drainage area of the Gan-
der

Now, Sir, if any member will take
the trouble to look at the map he will
find that this acquisition gives the
Products Company absolute contro:}
over a whole host of private individ-

uals, and a whole host of corporations‘
dinary interests in this Colony. I pass-; Who have timber limits not only in the

described area, but all the exteusive

Lancashire where g very large amount {limits to the South till you get to the

watershed running i{nto Burgeo and
draining into Fortune Bay and Pla-
Now it would be reas-
onable to consider water powers that
would contribute to the industries
which will be established at
Islands; but here you have an
mense area covering half the country,
divested altogether from Bay of Is-
lands, and having no connection witn

Bay ot

to do.with the Bay of Islands enfer-
and which is only. thrown in

whole thing highly improper, and it
ought to be rejected and not consider-
ed vby this House
80 at this stage to the Labrador  §
shall hardly have time, and I shall
reserve my remarks for another time.
[ will get now to what { consider (he
crux of the whole position.

the resclutions covering the contract
will be eompelled to come to the view
that everything possible been
done to conserve and make sure and
copperfasten any suggested couces-
sich to this Company.
look at the Resolutions there is not
one single word from the beginning
of the Resolutions te the end which
attempts to restriet or limit or as-
sure or copperfasten any interest ot
the Colony not one single word.

Now Sir, that naturally leads to the |

has

‘country comnserved in this contract?
Now I would like to draw the atten-
tion of the Committee to the second
clause. I would like to direct the at-
tention of the Committee to clause
No. 2 of the Agreement which is con-
tained on page 21 of this Green Book,
and well down in that section these
words can be found. They have re-
ference to development work on the
Labrador:—‘“the Company shall with-
in five years from the date hereoi
expend in the development of said
water powers and the construction
and operation of its plant in Labra-
dor the further sum of ten million dol-
lars.” Now the words to which T wish
to direct attention are the specific un-
dertaking that a large sum of money
shall be expended in the development

: J of the said water powers, and the cen-

takes in the North py’t of Red Imh-‘

the !

im-

it, and, from the speech which I heard '
'Mr Wilson deliyer, which has nothing

I do not want to/

Anyone wha reads the' contract and(

But if you |

question how.are the interests of the |

struction and operation of the plant.
That is, that there is to be a plant and
the actual development of water pow-
er, and the actual expenditure on
the plant and undertaking, and that
that money shall be spent in reference
to Labrador, or if not spent then the
fee simple grant shall be void. Now
that is specifically laid down, and it
naturally turns our attention to the
clause which deals with the under-
takings of the Company in regard to
the whole contract, and particularly
with regard to its holdings in New-
foundland. Bearing in mind the un-
dertaking to spend money in the de-
velopment of water powers, and the
construction of a plant on Labrador,
I will now ask you to look at clause
18. That is practically the undertak-
ing clause f the Company. I shall
’road it. “The Company undertakes to
begin actual construction work upon
its undertakings within two years

from the date of these presents.”
l]~‘irsr [ would like to draw vour at-
tention to this fact, there is no defin-
ition of what the Company’s undei-
taking is. It may mean anything. It
the Company’s is to be
the actual development of the water
powers and the plant at Bay of Is-
lands, if it is to be the actual con-
struction of the electric furnace or
coke furnaces, if it means the pro-
the nitrogen is ex-
tracted from the air to make the ni-
trogen compounds which is the par-
ticular feature of the proposition be-
fore us, and then afterwards develop
the ammonia salts—if by the under-
taking is meant these manufactures
and processes, then it should be spec-
ified clearly. At present . there is
absolutely no definition of what it
means. There has already been some
comment on the point of beginning ac-
tual construction. There is no under-
taking to go on with the construction
even if it has only spent . five dollars.
The next point is more important. ...
“to spend a sum of five million dol-
lars within the Island of Newfound-
land in and about the business oper-
(monq of the Company within five
vears from the date of these presents,
and if the Company fails to begin such
work or expend

undertaking

cesses by which

such within
times mentioned

'shall be void.’*

money
the this agreement
I wish to dweli
upon this feature, that in clause 2 to
"which 1 have directed your attention
there is an undertaking to spend ten
million dollars on the Labrador on the
Company’s water powers plant and
works. There is no such undertaking
in this clause. Tt
connection with
CCompany,

Now

can be spent in
the business of the
in connection with the op-~
erations of the Company.

Now there is nothing in the clause
that lays down that the business of
,the Company shall be carbide works
‘or ammonia plants. It has already
been pointed out that it may be any-
(thing within the limits of the Mem-
{orandum and Articles of Association,
{and may not contain one siugle. tact-
ory connected with the fertilizer
scheme. That 1is the dangerous
clause, [ am not attributing to the
Reid Brothers or any of the promot-
ers that it is their intention té col-
lar the resources without spending
,money on the construction of a plant;
but the promoters of this Company
may fail absolutely to raise the eight-
een million dollars talked of hy the
Premier, or even the five million wmen-
tioned in this countract, and they
may f(ail .absolutely within the nexi
year. They may fail to get the money
and may fail to put up an fertilizer
plant at Bay of Islands, and if they
do fail te do development work at
jBay of Islands in connection with the
| fertilizer plant or the development of
‘the water powers the agreement will
necessarily be void and all the conces-
sions fail. Now I wish to point out
that here there is a means by which
the promoters can conserve all those
interests and retain all the benefits
of the Contract without spending one
cent upon construction work shounld
they fail to obtain this money through
no fault of their own. or ‘r‘x"dlgh ne
fault of their own. Should they fail
to obtain this money and do any de-
velopment work there i; means of re-
taining all the concessions under the
Contract so far as Newfoundland is
concerned without spending one cent
at Bay of Islads on the water pow-
ers or on the fertilizer plant. I ‘would
like to point out how it can be done,
and how it is likely to be done if it

is necessary to do it. All that is ne-
cessary is for the Products Company

; “ ‘ i
to pay five million dollars in bonds
for the holdings of the Reid Newfound
land Company for their lands or wat-
er powers or anything else they have,
and if they spend five million dollars
in acquiring these properties and
rights from the Reid Newfoundland
Company they satisfy this section, and
retain all the rights given in regard
to Newfoundland. What does that
mean? It probably means that so far
as they are concerned all they have
to, do is to take five millisn dollars
out of one pocket and put it into
another. Take five million dollars
worth of bonds from the ' Products
Company and put it into the Reid
Nfld. Company and they have satis-
fied the contract without the expen-
diture of ome cent, Now, Sir, this
is not good enough. I am not accus-
ing them of an intention to do this:
but I am pointing out that it can be
done, and if it is done it satisfies the
contract, and they retain all the con-
cessions given. That is why I say it
there is a specific undertaking by the
Company to spend five million dollars
in Newfoundland on the development
of water powers, and on the construc-
tion of these factories, and electric
furnaces, carbide plants, chemical
plants, and all such undertakings: if
there is a sound undertaking, and it
is the intention that the Agreement
shall fail if these undertakings are
not carried out, ther we ought to be
careful as to this proposal. If there
is no undertaking then the consider-
ation given for the Contract, is illus-
ory and useless, and we are grasping
at a shadow; giving up substantial in-
terests and getting nothing in return
Now Sir, may I point out another
reason why we put temptation in the
way of the Reid Newfoundland Com-
pany to transfer its landed interests
to the Products Company. Under the
Railway Contract the land of the Peid
Newfoundland Company becomes tax-
able, a subject to taxation immedi-
ately it is improved and worked upon;
whereas if the Reid Nfld. Co. trans-
ferred its landed intests to the now
company, they escape all taxotien in
regard to improved land; and not only
do taey escape all taxation in regard
land, but they get the
benefit of getting all the concessions
given in this Contract in regzrd (o
Newfoundland without spending
cent in construction work Now, Sir,
as I have already pointed out vou
ought to treat this proposition as a bus
iness proposition—that a suitable re-
turn should be given to us, and that
that suitable return should take the
form of an undertaking that the
whole contract shall fail, unless  this
money is actually expended in regarad
to these factories and water powers
at Bay of Islands.

With regard to the other concess-
ion, the concession throughout the
rest of the interior of Newfoundland,
as they are unconnected with any
clear business onroposition for the car-
rving on of any work then theyv ought
to be rejected, and rejected absolutely
has nothing to do with

fo improved

one

because it
any definite proposition of develop-
ment. I have already illustrated that
the great industries of England rest
on the coal fields and should any one
carpardation control tfie coal fields they
would control every wmanufactering
industry in England. The water pow-
ers in Newfoundland in regard to our
development stand in the sams rela-
tion and unless in with
specific

connection

some undertaking no water?

power should be given; and this
throwing in of water powers aver the
whale iaterigr of Newfaundiand for no
purpose whatever except (0 enabie the
Reid Newfoundiand Company to con-
trol the interior to a greater exten
in order to make better bargains in
any future promoting scheme is total-
ly without justification.

I have already drawn attention to
the fact that there is a great tempta-
tion for the Reid Newtoundland Com-
pany to place all its lands under the
new Company in order to escape fax-
ation when these lands are developed.
Now I regard the proposals in regard
to taxation as altogether unreason-
able. Reasonable concessions might
be an exemption from municipal tax-
ation for a period of years. For my
part I would be quite content to give
a twenty year exemption. I would be
prepared to give them exemption in
regard to caonstruction material and
some limited exemption in regard to
raw material; and also fo give an un-
dertaking that these raw materials
should only be taxable to a very lim-
ited extent; but I am not prepared
to assent to the proposition that shares
and particularly their dividends—no
matter what dividends may be declar-
ed, shall be forever free from taxa-
tion. In fact I cannot conceive for
what purpose—except to see how
much it was possible to get out of
the legislature—any body of reason-
able men should approach a legislat-
ure and ask that no matier what pro-
fits they may makf forever they
should never be subiect to anv taxa-
tion, except it might be on coal, It is
an absolutely unreasonable and im-
proper concession to ask for. I hope
the Government will take into consid-
eration the various objections and erit
icisms made from this side of the
House. 1 would commend to their ser-

ious attention the remarks which have

¥, £ 2
come from thif;‘ ide. They havo not
been made from any par‘fy standpmm
[ am prepared to vote for reasonable
concessions in eonnection with a bus.
iness proposition where there is an
undertaking that the money shal] he
spent in actual development of Wulu}
powers and actual eonstruction work.
provided the concessions in regar( to
taxation be more reasonable and j,
limited in time: and that with regarg
to dividends within five Qr sSix vears
after they have been paying dividengg
some reasonable contribution shouly
be made towards the upkeep of the
country; but I am not pfeparod to
support the giving away of all our val
uable water powers ali owlor the Ig.
land not,only for nothing but for no
object—absolutely no object'except i
may be to put them in the contro] of
a body of men who already. are in Con-
trol of very much.- We do not object
to the Reid Brothers getting conces.
sions because they are the Reid Bros:
and we do not object to them getting
water powers if it is fer reasonalle
development purpeses: but we ask ang
‘airly ask that a proper bargain he
made with them and if we giv up
water powers to the Reid Newfoung.
land Company and the Reid Broth: s,
they should give something in return.
I do not think if we give them a very
valuable water power on the Labrador
and ask them in return to hand hack
some of the fee simple .lands of ihe
country, or that they undertake to do.
velop these lands which IhoS’ have gg
‘ar been able to develop that we woulgd
he asking too much. If we give them
‘hese valuable concessions they should

give us something in return.

If they are prepared to
us with any kind of a
\m prepared to
if this

come
fair deal 7
support it but
is the proposition I am not
orepared to support it, and I shall en-
deavor to prevent it going through
even if I have to remain here all the
summer.

An Aoﬁpeal

The p10posql that:the Golony of

Aeroplanes for the Imperial Aj
Flotilla has met with general ap-
>roval, and a Committee has been
‘ormed to collect funds for that
ourpose.

Living as we are, far from the
scene of conflict, peacefully and
quietly followmg our usual voca-
tions, it is hard to realise that the
British nation is fighting for its
‘ife. Yet such is the case.

Think what this means.

The future of the Empire and
ach part thereof—of Newfound-
‘and as well as of England
>ends upon the issue.

In the past, we have enjoved
the fullest security without bgd;;g
asxed to pay any part of the c

but now we are called upon
help to the best of our.power and
ability in the defence of the Ewm-
pire.

Fifteen hundred of Newfound-
fand’s sons have volunteered for
the Army and one thousand more
have joined the Navy, and an op-
portunity is now offered to help
inother most important branch ol
the Service-—the branch that sup-
plies vision and intelligence 1o
both Army and Navy. His Ma-
jesty, the King, Lord Kitcheuer
ind Mr. Lloyd Gearge, have !
strongly urged the aecessity of i
creasing the number of  Aen
planes. {fis proposgd-that all th:
ofonies shall furnish one or mor:
aircraft, to be named after the
localities giving them, and man
colonies have already ‘responded
to the call.

Newfoundland must
representatives amoung the (-
oerial Air Fleet. The Commiticc
ftlapes that it may be possibie
send two Gnome Vickers Cun
Biplanes, complete with Gun, 10
cost $11,250.00 each.

Give what you can to help be
1t much or httle and give quickly,
as the need is urgent.

Subscriptions will be received
by the Treasurer, Mr. Clift. and
will be acknowledged in the dailv
papers.

have its

W. G. GOSLING,
Chairman Aeroplane Com.

e e o —
After living on bread and
and Kkisses

cheese
in a cottage for a few
weeks, the young married couple be-
gin to economise by cutting out the
kisses.

Buy GOODS Manu-
factured 'in. NEW-
FOUNDLAND & keep
theFathers at work

FOR SALE--Two Build-

ing Lots (Freehold). For par
iticulars apply to. 40 Alexander

Street.—jy3,2w,eod

Newfoundland should furnish two
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