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- Mr. BRECKEN said the hon. Attorney General had
referred to the Fire Comppries in Charlottetown ask-
ing to be exempted from attendancs st drill.© e (M.
3333 thought as the men of these Cdmpanies” had” un-
dertaken very important:dutids,-and that voluntarily,
they could fairly claim exemption from Militia' duiy.
1t was proposed that at least 3 certain proportion pfthe
firgmer in -each Company should ngt be liable to be|
called out;. and considering that these. wen had to

turn put once a month to test their dngines, and. that
they might, be ?‘% ﬁ&gﬁé» fo {lu ip;extinguishing s,
fixe any Hoar of the day or pight, he hoped that their
ptayer for exemption from Militia dutigs. would be,
g}‘knted. S ViR

. 'Hon. LEADER OF THE“OPPOSITION did nof|
inténd to-oppose the “Bill. - 'The "hon.’ Attorsey Gene-
ral ‘had taken the résgﬁn’éf};jﬁt of it 'upon his'own
shoulders; but he (hon! léad g;‘g’r .} thoppht tHat the
hon. Qoloninl Becretary, as ;ﬁpf\;;% £sz MM_iR! a officer ‘in’
this' House, ought- to “have" undértaken 't. pilot, the
measure through its Bﬁﬁ?ﬁl'iﬁﬁﬂ%ﬂﬂ." But all parties

should lend their assistdnice to' make the Bill ds perfect|

as possible.” As the Oppositipn' of ldst sessioh gave
the Government of that day their aid in regard to
Military matters, he deemed ‘it to be his duty to give
the present Government all the assistande in his power
to render this measure satisfactory,- As the millenium
had not yet arrived, the best guarautee of pence which
any country had was to be prepared for war. If any
disturbance should oceur between the Parent Siate
and any foreign couantry, and we loved the Urion Jack
and those institutions which afforded us so much lib-
erty and which cost so much Llcod, we ought to be
prepared to aid her all that luy in our power. Itwas
not only & despotic government that should be prepared
for war; a free country was doubly bound to be ready
for every emergency, seeing that she had so much o
lose. This was especially the case with us, for we
possessed a constitution and epjoyed privileges which
were never equalled by those of any country, ancient
or modern, on which the sun ever shone. He believed
that we could bring into the field 10,000 or 15,000 ef
foctive men; all that they required to make them equal
if pot superior to those in the neighboring Provinces
or even in the Mother Country, was a fair share of
military training. It might be said that it was more
profitable for men to engage in agricultural and wme-
chanieal pursuits; still it was the duty of the members
of a civilized community to give up a part of their
time to train themselves for the defence of their rights.
Those who trusted to mercenary soldiers to defend
their {ree institutions, were unworthy to possess such
privileges. The Bill contemplated theimprovement of!
our military organization, and thovgh some members
of the Gvernment seemed indifferent about so import-
ant a measure, he was prepared to.give the motion of
the hon, Attorney General his hearty support.

Mr. HOWAT thought thn* a Bill of 50 stringent a
nature as he had heard that before the House was,should
have been published, in order that some idea might
be formed by the people upen its merits,

Hon. Mr. HENDERSON believed that the object
of -this Bill was to render some clauses in the former
one less stringént, and therefore more effective.

| Laird, Reilly, McNeill.

able clauses could be'struck out. Ia urging upon the’
Housp the necessity for passing as perfect s Bill ss
possible, be vemarked upou the uncertain aspesi of
affairs io_the outeide world at present; arguing-that it
was our duty to place ourselves in such & position ‘as
wonld endblp us to defend our homes most efestually.

. The é{m was then rosd a 'sacond ﬁnié, and the Hon:
Alitorpsy. General having mdved that the House go
inta:(dmmittee theréon— . ...° T

“Mir, HowAr, seconded. by Hon. Mr. Laird, moved’
in' argeridment that the House go into committee on the
Bilf‘this day three months. . o

IR VIV R HE T . L4

. The question having been pnt. on the amendment it
wag logt by.a vote of 13 to.4—Veas—~Messrs. Howat,

- ‘Hoose in committee on the Bill.—Mr. Bell in the

chair. . . _

On the clause exempting Volunteers from service on
juries, and from performing statute labor being read——
Mr. HOWAT remarked that as the time which they
were rcguired to' spend annually in drill was so short
they did not deserve to be exempted from statute
labor. He had heard n¢ complaint on the paré of the
Voluutcers. '

Hou. LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT re-
marked that if exempted from statuts labor they would
be deprived of the privilege of voling at elections.
They should not be so exempted, and, indeed, deserved
it no more than did the Militia. He thought that if a
part only of the wilitia was called out at & time, it
would be better than taking all ut onee, as at present,
The summoning the militia was, ih his opinion, a
farce, since they could be as well prepared for war on
ten days’ notiee as if they drilled for that length of
time every year. When men took a fancy for wilitary
amatters it was different, but when they were called out
against their will and herded together indiseriminately,
they learned very little drill; in fact it was little
short of tom-foolery. Ile then alluded to the man-
ner in which one of the Volunteer Companies had
lately thrown up its arms, and remarked that his faith
in the movement was very much shaken by that oceur~
rence. He would repeat that he considered neither
volunteer mor militia wmen should be exempt from
statute labor.

Hou. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION thought
that members of the Gvernment were treating this
Bill rather strangely. VWhen the indepeudent member
from Tryon, the sclf-constituted third member for
Charlottetown, moved that the House go into Com-
mittee on the Bill this day three months he wassur-
prised to see his hon: enleagne in the G .vernment (Mr
Laird) second his motion—a motion to give a Govern-
went Bill the ** three months® hoist.”

Hon. Mr. LAIRD.—It was not 2 Government Bill.'

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION —It
should have been. Had ever any hon. member heard
of such a mecasure as this beiog left an open question ?
Were the Government afraid to introduce it as a Gov-
ernment measure? The late administration had the
manliness to come forward with their Bill and stand

There was nothing to fear from the Bill as objection-
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or fall by it; but io this case the hon. Attorney



