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slate or-signs; where lie: was going, and the
reply was, * To -the discussion.”: ' But how
ate you going to-tell who has: the bhest of the
argumeént?’ ¢ Oh,” ‘was the reply, “I shdll -

- know who bas-the best of it, for I shall - see
who first gets angry.” Su when the-honour-
able ' -member got up  and :1ade /such
an exhibition of anger on the present occasion,”
he must have convinced the House that he ha
a very poor case.  He had not'taunted the hon.
member for anything except this: that when
he - got:information, ‘which he had asked -for
he - endeavored to send forth to'the coun-
try in'the debates the impression - that ‘he. had -
substantial cause of complainé against the
Government.- Why, the hon. member himself
held tlie evidence in his own hand that the case
he wiched to make out had broken down-at -
the yery ontset. More than that, when he re-
ceived the return of the disputed returns, he
did not hesitate to express his great. surprise
that what Lie-hoped was going to"be ‘a moun-
tain, had turned out a mus. Then what next
dil he. do? Finding that the whole case had
failed—as his own-admission showed—then he
thought that he would make ano*her ventare,
in the hope of gaining something: and“so he
asked for a return of all the casesof every de-
scription.- ‘And what was the result? - He got
the evidence placed in bis hands—evidenee -
from an ‘officer in' ‘'whom: he admitted he had
the highest confidence—that there was not:a
single’ case whatever except the list of dis-
puted ones, at the smaliness of which he was
80 astonished. Now, it' was ohvious to the
house why the hon. member was groping in the
dark when he asked for the return. - He wish-
ed to take the government to task for sending
a delegation to Canada‘last fail. It did: not
say wuch for that hon. gentleman, thas having
admitted  that the entire-amount of disputed
claims were altogethier less than he had sup-
posed, he should endeavor to create a false im-

“pression over the face of this conntry, that the
government was chargeable with what could
not be proved by the returns before the hiouse.
The accumulation of Lusiness in the depart-
ment, as -he had previously observed, argse
froin the greas activity that now ex:sted-in this
country. -Yet the hon. member endeavored to
get off a little ebullition of temper, and attack- -
od the government fori sending delegates to
Canada, ‘That was nuot the question betore the
house, anid when:the ‘hon, member dragged:it -
in he was simply making himself ridiculous. -
Any independent member would geta eour- -
teous reply, and all the iuformation he requir-
ed, from: the government, if 1t'were asked in-

the proper manner. : ‘ :
Mr. ARCHIBALD said that he had listened to -
the observations of the hon. member for Rich-:
mond, :and “he certainly 'did not:think there -
was anything either in the manner in which
they hadibeen delivered orthe subject: refer-
red to, tocall forth the reply ‘that had just -
been given by the hon. Provincial Secretary.
Any hon. “gentlemen- had a-perfect right to.
euquire into the working of a public depart-
ment=—espeeially -one in' which the public: was'
80 much interested as the Crown Land roffice.
In: view of ,'what -had: transpired;:he felt
that ‘the country wus.under a greatiobliga--
tion : to: the ‘honi member. for Riehmond:in
‘ bringing ‘'this matter' before : -the.: House.—"

Although he knewnothing ‘of :the ithsés e«

ferred to, he happened to know that there
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were several:claims still in abeyance, whigh
were pending-when the late goyernment weye
‘in’ office,:. He did -not:think .this. was- ver,
creditable to-the present government; - ai-
though he: had no: intention of charging therh
with ' dereliction ‘of duty,~for he was_ aware
from his own experience, of the difficul‘ies at-
tending the adjustment of the- various claims
presented. - There 'was no department of-.the
public service :that required more attention
and industry on the partof the government
than the Crown Land department, and it . was
of the -utmost importance -that controvert-
ed claims should be decided as speedily as pos-
sible, - Ifit was tlie :fact; as stated, that -46
claims still remained undispored of, it certainly
seemed a large accumulation of business,—and
although he was. aware,. ag-he had just. re-
marked,of the arduous nature of the dutiea
which:devolved upon-the government ‘in con-
nection with this departinent, he: could not
help thinking that the business was getting too
mitch in arrear. When his government swere
in power he hail felt it a-most .serious. duty to
endeavor to prevent the accumulation of busi-
ness in this-department of.the public’ service,
and he thought it was almost better in, some
cases of controversy to decide at once; even:if
it were a hasty'decision (and: perhaps subse-
quent events might prove- a wrong one) than
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‘to keep the contending parties in-doubt and

put them to increased expense. ‘The hon. Pro-
vincial Secretary had not alluded to the. case
mentioned by tht member for Guysborough,
of a member of this house having two years
ago made an-application to the Crown Land
department for a grant, and paid his money,
and yet no survey had been made. - That was
a case that did not affect the government, bus
the office in charge of the department. .

“Hon: PRov. SECY. said that the member for
Colchester had. better wait until he heard the
facts of that case before he réasoned upon it.
At pregent he was totally in the dark. - -

. Mr. ARCHIBALD said - he had no persomal
knowledge of the case—he merely repeated o
slatement made by a member-of the Housein
course  of this discussion.” He was not 2c-
quainted with the motives or object of the
hon. member for Richmond' in making ‘His
enquiry, but he certainly thought he deservéd
the thanks of the House in drawing attention
to the state of this department, He would %m
say that the government had failed in the
discharge-of their duty, because he was un-
acquuninted with “the. fagts, and 'there; mighs
be ‘good and' sufficient reasons why thess 47
cases had not been disposed of—but he tlionghs
that a sufficient case had been made outito
‘warrant the Crown Land Committes in ‘ascér-
taining whether the aftairs of this departmént
had been administered with that’ viggr they
should. . As regards thecase-mentionéd Dy
the member .for Guysborough he ‘¢otild" not
help, thinking that ‘there inust be spire mis-
take, - for if true, the . blame rested 'not upon
thie government, .(for it' was -not-a case of dis:
puted ‘claims) but upon the Crown Latd "Coim-
missioner, and from' bis"knowledgé of that
officer, he had always found him most snxigus
to discharge the duties of. his office faithfully.
He was in hopes, therefore, thiat some’ expla-
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nation would bé given, and'in, tho abs
the: necessary in or;qai;log,:' hé" 'woul
i any farther dbsérvations,
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