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36 14° Martii. A. 1848.

By Mr. Hetenkall—The Petition of Sumuel Pen-

fold and others, of the County of Haterloo.

Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following

Petition was read :—

} -

‘ was incapable of and disqualified from being elected
i or returned to be 2 Member of the Legislative As-
Qt sembly of this Province: That the said Returning
I, Officer well knowing the premises, granted impro-
# perly, and in error, a Poll at the said Election, and

Of Picrre Vezina, Esquire, and others, Electors of i was bound to proclaiim and return the said Antoine
the Town of Three Rivers; sctting forth:—That i Polette as duly elected, being the sole candidate duly
on the twenty-ninth day of December last past,;iqualified; and that the said Antoine Polette became,

and on the third and fourth days of January, also

,and was, and is entitled to sit and vote in the Legisla-

last past, the Petitioners, Pierre Vezina, Etienne tive Assembly of this Province, as the Member repre-
Tapin, Jacques Bureau, Jokn M<Dougall, Antoine) senting the said Town of Three Rivers: That under

Desaunier, Olivier Lamontagne, George Stobbs, Ze-

‘those circumstances, the Petitioners humbly contend

plirin Boudreau, Pierre Deveau, and Frangois Rou-:!that the said Pierre Benjamin Dumoulin could not
tier, were, and are still Frecholders and Electors duly ! and cannot be declared to-be the Member elected to

qualified by law to vote at the ¢lection of a Memberj; serve the said Town of Three Riversin the Legisla-
to represent and serve the said Town of Three;itive Assembly of this Province, in the present Par-
Rivers in the Legislative Asscmbly of this Province, | linment ; and praying the consideration of the House
in_the present Parliament: That at the late Gene-/in the premises, and that it be deciared that the said
ral Election of Members to serve in the present Pro-I{ Antoine Polette was duly elected, and is entitled to
vincial Parliament, James Dickson, Esquire, was the  sit in this present Parliament as Member represent-
ing the said Town of Three Rivers in the Legislative
| Assembly of this Province, and that the necessary
orders to that effect be made both to the said Return-
{ing Officer and the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery,
as need may require ; and that the House will fur-
ther ordain and decree in the matter as to law and
‘justice may appertain: That the Petitioners further
represent to the House, that the said Pierre Benjamin
Dumoulin, with intent to promote his Election, did
open and support, or cause to be opened and support-
ed, at his own expense, costs, and charges,
the said Election, houses of public entertainment
for the accommodation of the Electors within the
said Town of Three Rivers, and where a great num-
ber of the said Electors were in fact accommodated
and entertained : That during the whole course of
i the said Election the said Pierre Benjamin Dumoulin,
nts, caused to be collected and kept
'oll Booth a great number of persons
having no right to vote at the eaid Election, for the
purpose of overawing and intimidating Electors
desirous of voting for the said Antoine Polette, and
most effectually violated and destrayed all freedom
That during the course of the said
Election, to wit, the third and fourth days of Janu-

Returning Officer duly appointed to proceed to the
clection of a Member to serve the said Town of
Tlree Rivers in the Legislative Assembly of this;
Province; and that the said Returning Officer gave
due notice that he would commence and hold the said |
clection for the said Town on the twenty-ninth day
of December last, at one of the clock in the after-|
noon, at the Market 1all of the said Town: That}i
on the said day, and at the said place and hour, two
candidates appeared for the representation of the said
Town, to wit: Antoine Polette, Esquire, Advocate,!
and Plerre Benjamin Dumoulin, Esquire, Advocate,
both of the said Town, and a Poll was required, and };
%mnted by the said Returning Officer ; and that the
third and fourth days of January then next, and now i
last past, were then and there appointed by the said |
Returning Officer for taking the said Poll, at the
Market Hall of the eaid Town: That the said An-]
toine Jolette was then and is still qualified by law to,
gerve as a Member in the Legislative Assembly of
this Province: That on the said third day of Jan-
uary last past, the said Returning Officer procecded
to hold and take the Poll, and xeceived the votes of ;
those who presented themselves as Electors, and ad-!
journed to the next day: That on the fourth day of ;

his friends or
together at th

‘of Election:

the said month of January last past, at nine of thei|ary last past, the friends and supporters of. the said
clock in the forenoon, the said Returning Officer con- {f.Pierre Benjamin Dumoulin were guilty of the most
tinued to hold and take the Poll, and to receive the || outrageousand riotous conduct, in ill treating, assault-

votes of those who presented themselves as Electors;

ing, and beating, at the Poll Booth, and in its vici-

but that in consequence of the violence exercised by |i nity, several of the friends, supporters, and voters of
the friends and supporters of the said Pierre Ben-, the said Antoine Polette ; by means whereof several
jamin Dumoulin, who had by force expelled andj; Electors desirous of voting for the said Antoine Po-
driven from the Poll Booth the friends and sup-{: lette, were prevented from doing so: That on the
{orters of the said Antoine Polette, and taken and|{said third and fourth days of januury last past, at

ept forcible possession of the said Poll Booth, the

the said Election, the friends and ‘supporters of the

Petitions tead.

said Returning Officer could not continue and ter-| said Pierre Benjamin Dumouldin carried violence to
minate the said Election, and was forced to discon-|: such a degree as to illtreat, assault, and beat several

tinue the Poll, and closc the Election, without pro-

Electors who were in the act of voting for the said

claiming cither of the candidates clected:  That the | Antoine Polette, and with force and violence cxpelled,
said Anfoine DPolette polled at the said Election one{|drove, and tore away several Electors while in the
hundred and seventy votes, which formed the ma-{jact of voting for the said Antoine Polette, and by that

jority of good and legal votes, as well of those taken

means prevented .several Electors from recording

and enrcgistered at the said Election, as of those of || their votes in favor of the said .Antoine Polette :
all the Electors of the sail Town of Zhree RiversiThat on the said fourth day of January last past,
duly qualified to vote: That ‘the said Pierre Ben-| during the said Election, the friends, agents, and
Jamin Dumoulin, at the time of the s1id Election, and }; supporters of the said Pierre Benjamin Dumoulin,
particularly on the said twenty-ninth day of Decem- || with force and violence'dispersed, drove, and expelled
ber, and on the said third and fourth days of January || from the said Poll Booth, all the friends, supporters,
last past, held and was in posscssion of the several [{and voters of the said Antoine Polette, and took and
. offices under the Crown in this Province, of Resident{i kept forcible possessiou of the said Poll Booth for
Agent for the sale of Public Lands in the County of || the avowed purpose of preventing Electors from
St. Maurice, in the said Province, and of Agent for || voting for the said Antoine Polette ; by means whereof
the sale of Timber licences in the said County, and || several Electors were prevented from recording, their
that notice thercof had been publicly given in the|{votes in favor of the said Antoine Folette, and the
said Town of Zhree Rivers: 'That being in posses-| said Returning Officer- could not continue the said
sion of such offices as aforesaid, the said Pierre Ben-|| Election, but, dreading personal injury to himself,
jamin Dumoulin, at the time of the said Election, | was forced to discontinue the Election and close the




