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April 21, 1909
previously, owing to appreciation of prices all round
whereby his purcl}asmg power would be against him,
and at the same time, vested interests and monopoly
getting stronger and stronger, making it h;mhjr ane
harder to escape from the trap such short-sighted
individuals had fallen into. Free trade tends to
more general wealth among all classes than does
protection Protection tends to the excessive wealth
of a small body of monopolists, but to I,h“ detriment
of the interests of the general publi [ hope to show,
with the permission ot Ih(" t'li}ful, i another letter,
how free trade \\'uuldlbvm-h! Canada, especially from
E Lericultural standpoint

:I‘]l(‘?lslml\ Mr 'l‘r;llll\x‘xxl i his letter referring to Mr
Sparrow means, yours truly,

Edmonton

T. W

SWALLOW

A More Pretentious Shack

The shack design reproduced herewith,
grumwf plan ot a rather more pretentious shanty than
one hnds 1“:nlnlwyr o [he
builderfof this house, intending make the 0111

homesteaders ordinanly
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A LITTLE BETTER THAN THE AVERAGE HOMESTEADER'S
ABODE

decided to have, hrst of all, so1

bette han a tar-paper-sided, one roomed ‘3)
lace to live 1n ['he building sixteen feet b
twe feet with a pitch root
How Awful!
I11€ 1 i readers sends us the following 1tem ol
news clipped from the Birmangham Fost

Cold becomes really dangerous

ne emperature reaches 40 degrees Delow

\ ‘i 11 L 1 1 1
Fahrenheit (says Cassell’'s Saturday

I'he air 1s so intensely cold that one dare not take

ghtest exertion in the open Breat r such u" L
1 ere may actually freeze the 1 he result
s sudden, wviolent pneumonia and Spes
leatl When the thermometer registers i £

{ 10 below, people stay mdool
€ t trom necessity
tary 19th, 1904, was such a ) (
1da and most f the 1 thi I
L1¢ the lercut fell 1t 15 t ¢
results were extraordinar ( e
es, like Montreal, wert pra { ¢
vas at a standstill People were | 11
feath in their bed Railway 1 (
npeded Owing
vas impossible t e ! ] (
ere two to five ! ;
od peot 1¢ {
he Old | ; I
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ADVOCATE AND HOME JOURNAL, WIN

B Homesteading in a Timber Country |

Epitor FARMER'S ADVOCATE |

!

Being an interested reader on all topics regarding

homesteading, my experience may be of benefit and I,
iterest to other homesteaders I'I«vmn-ah‘:uln:;{ is not
altogether a summer holiday, as those who have tricd

it have no doubt discovered for themselves, but it is i
some comfort and encouragement to know that the
160 acres one 1s putting so much time and labor on
will one day be his own. I have been in the country
nearly two years and have a claim twenty-five mile

west of Didsbury, which is our nearest town, though

Having a
timber homestead I bult of

]

o

the post otfice 1s only nine miles awav
our house is ( The
house 1s the first problem that presents itself to all
homesteaders. I think it as well to build a com
tortable fair sized building at the start as it costs very
little in time and money when one has the logs at his
disposal.  He 1s also saved the necessity of building !
onto the original shack at some future time. If on |

logs

Il

has neighbors and friends he can change work and
ted

(

the building of his house need not cost anvthing

labor and time

\fter the house building comes the
furmishing the house on the
teaders hew the Jogs on the inside until the walls are
straight and fill the cracks with wood fibre
making a neat inside wall. Then building paper
costing about a dollar a roll, may be pasted or tacked
over the logs making them less unsightly If
prefers, wall paper may be pasted over the building
paper or the inside may be ceiled or boarded up which
ever one prefers, or can afford

The furnishing of one's home and making a living
next. The former I was lucky enough to
with the exception of a few articles, but small
] are handy and convenient to make serviceable
beds, benches, chairs and other articles of furniture
as needed. As to the living our experience has
taught us that a few dairy cows are the best solution
t Have kept five cows since last
April they have brought us $165 for butter,
besides calves and butter, milk and cream for
table use There 1s fruit on our own homestead, all
1s required 15 the work 1t takes to gather it but
ho minds that There are cranberries, blueberries, |
gooseberries and others equally good (

The hardest problem is getting the ground ready
for cultivation, there being timber on it, but the !
trees are easier to clear off one’s farm than a mortgage. !
The trees can be uprooted by means of a stump-
puller requiring the use of one horse or a block and I
tackle requiring two horses.
feed to our homesteads from the prairie 1s an 1m
portant one but that problem will be solved when we ¢
get our land cleared and grow our own feed
trees are not hard to pull. Another obstacle the !
homesteaders have to face 1s the question of school, ¢
but our school house 1s now being built and then school

question of
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The taught the principles of dry farming.

NIPEG 589

When fencing up a pasture, the muddle of the

mestead will do but should not be used, as eventual

Iy you will find it necessary to alter the location of the

asture.  Be sure and have, at least one of vour
asture fences right on your homestead boundary line.
Jo this, and then naturally you will be sure and have

ur breaking running north and south, or east and
vest, not angling across the farmstead, any old way,
ecause there happens to be a clear open piece of
rairie.  You have lots of time to clear that bluff
or those stones on your north, south, east or

re, enclosing your quarter section, you are unlikely

to go breaking, in blissful ignorance, partly on your

for which accommodation he
privileged to pay for or not. Having now got a
1ce strip of breaking, make it the half mile in length
Do everything on the square,
you do a trade with vour neighbor, or in
utting a day’s work in on your own place
A lonely life, I believe, has an average tendency to

ower the morals Let it occur to yvour mind o«
asionally that man was made unto the likeness of
r0d It will help stimulate you to respect your own
person, and others. A bachelor needs a dog for

ompany. Treat yourself the same as vou would

vour hired man, get out early and work not too hard.
but well every day.

Hoping 1 have suggested some-
hing that may be helpful to a new homesteader, have
ad twelve years western experience, and am still an
Id bachelor. Take my advice boys, as soon as that

shack 1s built, never mind making it comfortable,
perhaps vou have not the price of a

second-hand
hair left, and but a few handfuls of flour, you still
ave vour shot gun, send away for the girl, if you
ave one, if not, get after one. She will help you

make a farm of that homestead, and what’s more she
will make it a home, worth calling home

A HoMeLESS HOMESTEADER

The Alberta Dry Farming Demon-
stration

['he department of agriculture for Albert

section of land to Prof. H. W. Cams
ancoln, Nebraska, on which, and for whi ;. Mr.
ampbell will carry on some experimental, or demon-
, 1t 1s expected to be, through which it
s hoped the gospel of dry farming will be sounded
hrough all the semi-arid portions of the province.

As soon as the farm is well established, excursions will

e run to 1t from all southern points, that farmers in

The question of hauling those districts where the gospel moisture conserva-

In addition, it is
1l be taken in, who will be
Sither Prof.
ampbell, or some other capable man will be in
harge of the farm at all times.

Prof. Campbell has gained, to a very marked de-

ion is most urgently rwjuirwi‘
xpected that students wi

will commence and the community will be able also gree, the confidence of the farmers of Alberta. He

to have church services and Sunday school to attend
Our house 1s situated on a southeast slope with
trees all around. A spring of fine water flows just
across the road which 1s fine for the stock, as the
spring never freezes though the temperature gets
fifty-tour below sometimes. The house 1s built on
the north and south road allowance. Fallen Timber
Creek 1s not quite a mile east of us, has lovely pine
trees on either side and 1s a splendid place to fish. 1
hope my remarks will help some other homesteader,
1s topics I have read 1n our paper have helped me
One has an advantage on the timber homesteads in
able to trade wood for many things that i1s
necessary, such as feed for stock, hay, groceries and

flour, and if one succeeds in keeping out of debt and

being

buyving a few cows it 1s all he can expect to accom

plish for the first couple of years.

A HOMESTEADER

Some Hints to Homesteaders

ADVOCATI

] OoR FARMEF
A man realizes after passing through homestead
davs, 1f he had but started different, how much better
off and happier he might have been We take 1t fo1
ranted that the average homesteader, after paying
210.00 to file on his homestead, has not much monevy

left, th wving been the average case in my district
['he re i1s they are in a hurry, and I would refe:
them to page 14th of vour January 6th issue, which
o ably sketches, what practically the average home
eader doe namely, thi r,\»il]‘}]l\]"‘.' hack, careless
tance from water table, surveved roads,

h eventually will be worked up and mostly build
1 in a low with no regard as to whether the
hack, face uth,east or west Apart from
e essential f horses or oxen, which most

g 1l tarting up have not, he must
L gun, tent, cooking stove, and necessary pans,
| 1 good axe. A man in these cumstances
hould at once look up a good and fortu neighbor
P ¢ nd arrange to ¢ nge work,

ett ] Ti¢ § haul a set of log

[ w | » the 1 esteader beginning, do not
‘ 1 ! buld ur shack well Be
i 11 the ci n and quicker

e ne another, 1

came to them with a farming story, not new by any

means, for the principles of the” Campbell system
have been known and practiced long enough, but
sufticiently fresh and so succintly set forth as to be
attractive. The practices advocated have been tried
and found satisfactory. It is safe to say that hun-
dreds of farmers in Alberta and Saskafchewan are
practicing the new fangled dry farming methods,
who would bave been a long time putting into practice
the same principles, had they been advocated under
the guise of the more old fashioned summer fallow.
In Manitoba, grain growers are getting the same
results from summer fallowing as in the far West,
they are getting them from dry farming. In truth
the two systems are so nearly identical that for
practical purposes they are one. However if Mr
Campbell or anybody else, I)Iy establishing a demon
stration here or there, can show in a practical way,
to those who need showing, that it is possible to grow
crops 1n sections where the rainfall is inadequate, can
drive home to some more minds, the absolute neces-
ity of us 1in this Western country, working our soils
in such a manner and in such season, as will retain for
the use of the crop we plant thereon, the maximum
proportion of the moisture that has fallen on that soil
months previous to seeding. To this end the under
taking of the Alberta government is justifiable, the
trading of a section of land that some of the thous
ands of acres in the southern parts may become grain
]mulm 1

An Automatic Grain Shocker

One of the latest inventions of a farm implement
device 15 an automatic grain shocker which doe
away with the necessity of a man tou nmg  the
heaves until they are ready to fork on the wag
This device was invented and patented bv M1
James Homon of Grandview, Man. who ha orat
1zed a company to manufacture and sell the 1
A roughly constructed machine was used la i y
Mr. Homon and pron wced by all wi to b
entirely satisfactory wnd practic ¢ I " rs
plement men have « 1 it I t
the first devig | 1l that
is required of 1stance of a

Homan
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