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Our Institutions.

After another year of success, and a most en-
couraging examination at its clooe, we deem it &
fitting time to refer to our Educational Institu-
tions ; occupying as they do a very high place in
the economy. of our Church. The confidence
which is generally feic in their management, and
the appreciation of their usefulness, may ex-
plain why they have not had, in the past, more
prominence in our columns. Their excellence is
on all sides acknowledged. We desire, in mak-
ing them the subject of an editorial, to be the
means of diffusing more widely like benefits
which are being conferred upon the numerous
students who fill the halls of those excellent In-
stitutions,

Had not a pious and learned Archbishop as-
sured us that *there is no such thing as a work
of supererogation,” we might consider any argu-
ments to commend the advantages of education
to be such. 'The episcopal counsel, the intelli-
gent reader will at once perceive, bears a restrict-
ed meaning ; and we shall not be guided by it.

The politico-educationalists of England are
becoming marvellously philanthropic. They ex-

_press their fears that the present system is im-
parting education of too high and various a
character, and that the public money which is
now expended might be distributed with greater
advantage to the interests of education, by low-
ering the character of existing institutions, and
by increasing the. number of Schools. One im-
portant fact is, however, entirely overlooked—
‘that the same individuals who are foremost in the
work of superior education, are those who are
active and united in providing education for the
masses. While politicians are theorizing, tews
of thousands of the indigent and neglected
are being sought out and instructed. And it
ought to be rememembered that these are the
philanthropists under whom education grew and
expanded before Government was aroused to
activity. The best friends of education have
found, from experience,that the higher the stand,
ard attained, the general interest in this en:
nobling work is increased, and the leaven con-
sequently diffused throughout the mass of society.

“Reading, writing, and arithmetic” can no
"more be accepted here than in England, by the
intelligent friends of education, as a complete
curriculum, even for the neediest of our popu-
lation.  But when we would feel concern for the
mental and social elevation of those who com-
pose nearly the whole df our own denomination,
we are convinced that they should intelligently
consider the advantages which are presented by
our Sackville Institutions.

Take for instance, the older of our Academies.
How many hundreds of . youth, now oceupying
positions of trust, honor, and usefulness, have
been educated within its wall. Who can at-
tempt to estimate the effluent beneficial power
which each has exercised in the sphere in which
he hasacted? He has in his turn became him-
self an educator. And the agency, though unob-
trusive is continuous.

How universal almost, until the foundation of
the Female Academy crowned the noble bene-
factions of Charles F. Allison, was the lament of
the want of the means for female education.

- And since the existence of pulcherrima Acade-
mia,—how many a female mind has been aroused
to unexpected power and capacity. How many
a home has been elevated by the presence ofsin-
telligence, and gladdened and beautified with the
sounds of melody, and the elegancies of art.

This is not all. In our Academies religious
instruction and training compose the foundation ;
and many youths of both sexes have, under the
blessing of God, there for the first time expe-

- rienced the reality, and the blessedness of expe-
rimental religion.

One important object is considered in the gene- |
ral management of our institutions—the health
of the students. Gymnastic exercises are com-
bined with ample opportunities for recreation.
All admit that the con.’tion of the physical facul-
ties has an impc: iant
tions of the mental po
from our own sensations ’

Rumpatliize with the an
::Nnd weariness, tL.
., Next to}lge religiun, mer. na, in Sano corpore
is the summuin bonum of 1. nan enjoyment.

We said that we would not promise to accept
Archbishop Tillotson’s assertion; and might be
tempted to write something more about the ad-
vantages of education. There are many consid-
ations of an utilitarian kind which in the present
day render enlightened education necessary. So-
ciety is advaneing in intelligence. A closer con-
nection subsists by mean s of periodical literature,
with the minds of other countries. Taste is more
extensively cultivated : and the produetions of
polite literature find their way into many of our
families. Intellect has become more active. Seci-
ence, in its progress, is demanding the recogni-
tion of all classes of society. And, if a country
is content with lagging behind in the march of
intellect it must not complain if it be obscure
and neglected.

1n this connection, the subject of our Thelo-

~logical Institution becomes prominent. If we
have an educated people, it has been tritely ob-
served, we must have an educated ministry. Re-
Jigion must b adapted in its mode of exhibition
somewhat to the state of sociciy; if not, it will
be unbeeded and despised. This is not the only
argument for an educated ministry. Infidelity
comes before the world in a new guise. Chris-
tianity is now, to say the ieast, respected by the
world ; and the scoffer is discountenanced. But
revelation is rudely assailed, and the guardians
of the truth, must be armed not only with the
penoply of faith, but with well burnished wea-
pons, for the defence of the gospel.

Bro. DeWolf our Theological Professor, has
had eight students under his care, for the most
of the time during the year, who have with few
interruptions gone through the general course of
Theology, Homiletics, and Sacred History. He

. has had too, a class in Hebrew. There is every
enicouragement for the success of this depart-
ment of education. The Endowment Fund how-
ever, it is to be regretted, falls short of what is
required for the maintenance of the Professor,

- and we opine that the Committee will appeal to

the wonted liberality of our people for its aug-

mentation. Y

Before we lay aside our pen, we feel it to be
due to the estimable Preceptress of our Female

Academy, and to the interests of that igstifution,

to express the sorrow we expe.rienced when we
heard of the sudden interruption to her arduous
duties from a severe attack of ililness. We re-
joice with Bro. Allison, that she, through the

Divine compassion, is in & measure ;restored to

bealth; and we hope that the end of the vace-

nnection with the opera-
Vi'c all experience
the meatal faculties
spirits, their weak-
rength and action.

ybl-hbuﬂ beloved,
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tion will find her able to resume ber statign in
ﬁo“dbmmdﬂﬂwhl b During the two last Sebbaths, we have

of the Wesleyan Methodist section of the
Ch of Christ look forward to with an inter-

was appointed to be held in Carbonear, to com-
mence Wed May 21st: and, what is
somewhat unusual in this Distriet (owing to the
uncertain mode of travelling between the Capi-
tal and the remote Circuits, West and North)
nineteen out of twenty-one ministers were pres-
ént at the opening of the session. The other
brethren arrived the day following. Fraternal
greetings, mutual sympathies, such as Methodist
Ministers and their people are wont to enjoy and
resiprocate, were never more heartp; and the
precept, ** Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and
weep with them that weep,” was sincerely exem-
plified. Our joy, however, was chastened. One
youthful form was missing from among our num-
ber. He was not, for God had taken him.—
Many tears were shed over the grave of W. 8.
Shenstone, who joyfully finished his brief
course in Angust last. Diligence, earnest-
ness, and Christian zeal were quickened in
view of the brevity and uncertainty of life.—
Thankful were we that the vacancy occasioned
by his early removal from us was, by the good
Providence of our Heavenly Father, so soon
filled up, by the appointment from England of
a young brother of great promise.

The devotional exercises with which the ses-
sion was opened were marked by good feeling
and good effect. Nor less so, our beloved Chair-
man’s opening remarks. The officers—chosen,
as usual, by ballot—were : Brother Peach, Dis-
tric. Secretary, and Brother Harris, Journal
Secretary—brethren admirably fitted for their
posts of honour and toil. The routine of the
District business proceeded with great regulari-
ty, and with more than usual despatch. The
pulpit was occupied on Wednesday, Thursday,
and Friday evenings, by brethren Winterbotham,
Pascoe, and Goodison, to the interest and profit
of the h s : the attend each evening was
large. We are happy to report one candidate
for our ministry from the Harbour Grace Cir-
cuit—a son of one of oéur most esteemed and
efficient Local Preachers. On Saturday morn-
ing the Brethren on trial, six in number, were
thoroughly examined, according to the usages of
a Wesleyan District Méeting ; and wé never re-
member to have witnessed a more interesting
and satisfactory examination, of a like nature.
The brethren spoke, with remarkable clearness
and hallowed feeling, of their religious expe-
rience and call to the work of the ministry, evi-
dencing, both in their answers to religious and
theological questions, that they possessed gifts,
grace, and had fruit of a Divine vocation to the
work of the ministry. The Lord make them all
able ministers of the New Testathent !

On Sabbath morning the Chairman, Rev. E.
Botterell, preached with great freedom and power
from Solomon’s Song, viii. 5; and in the after-
noon Brother Phinney delivered an excellent
sermon from Eeccl. xii. 13, 14, The Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper was administered at the
close of this service, by the Chairman, and Bro.
ther Shenstone. In the evening we had a Mis-
sionary Prayer Meeting—when to a large and
deeply interesting congregation, Brethren Prest-
wood, Gaetz, and Ladner, gave a short account
of the Work of God in their respective spheres
of arduous and blessed toil. God had owned
their labours in the hopeful conversion of many
souls. Bro. Prestwood gave us a very interest-
ing account of the awakening, sound conversion,
usefulness, and happy death of one young man,
who was convinced of sin during his Mission
tour to the North side of Bonavista Bay. In
that region there are five thousand people with-
out the regular preaching of the Word of Life,

had our Sacramentsl services ; and if one such
service last year, caused my beloved Brother and

ssor Rev. A. McNutt, greatly to rejoice
!'hnnling so many for whose lpin’;ull vfl’fue

he has laboured, coming to our sacramental table)
—1 am sure his joy would have much more
abounded, had he been with us during these
more recent festivals.

We have also much cause to be thankful for
the steadfastness manifested by most of those
who united with us uvoyennugo;—d:isinvhn
we want, “ confinuance in well doing,”—for such
“ are our joy and rejoicing.”

Within the last three years, a number of our
dear people, have been called to part with their
beloved children, but they have gone home to
God, yes, all with #flem is well, well, forever.
The members whose names dre now found on
our death list, bave all left satisfactory evidences
that they have gone to join the church above.

The noble sum realised last year through the
Avondale Bazaar, has cleared our church in
that Village of all financial incumbrance, and
enabled the trustees to procure all needful appa-
tus for lighting their beautiful edifice, as well
as to order a suitable bell, now hourly expected,
to call the people to the sanctuary of their God.

The Oakland church (the mother ehun‘eh on
this circuit) will soon I trust, share in the atten-
tions of our people. And as for Meander, I
hope the increasing congregation, will soon com-
pel our people here, to erect an edifice commen-
surate with the wants of the community.

With the financial results of our Tea meeting
last year, the Mission House bas been furnished
with many useful articles, and made comfortable
for my successor. 1 sometimes Mr. Editor,
wonder what kind of a Mission House I shall
find on leaving this. It will be a disappoint-
ment to come down in this respect, in these days
of progression. It is truly astonishing, how
much the kind, timely, and united efforts, of our
friends, and our female friends in particular,
may do to lessen the difficulties, and inconveni-
ences incident to intinerancy, by maRking our
Mission House comfortable previous to the ar-
rival of their Minister. 1 am not fastidious
about a circuit, but I hepe to find a good and
comfortably furnished Mission ilouse. Hoping
that our approaching District meetings, and the
Conference, may furnish rich seasons of grace.

I am, Dear Sir, yours,
James HENNIGAR.
Newport, June 3, 1862,

PO

From the London Watehman.

Wesleyan Missionary Society.

We gave to our readers last week a brief ac-
count of the Anniversary in Exeter Hall, Lon-
don. As the meeting of the Parent Society is
expected to interest the hearts and to stimulate
the efforts of all throughout the Connexion who
are devoted to the cause of Missions, we cannot
deem an apology necessary if we devote the
greater part of our editorial page to the report
of the prominent speeches, as contained in the
Watchman. )

Amongst further interesting intelligence, con-
tained in the Report, we find that the following
twenty-five Missionaries, and eleven wives of
Missionaries, have been sent out by the Society
since the last Anniversary :—

Mr. Terry, to Germany ; Mr. and Mrs. Pig-
got. Mrs. Green, and Mr. Lissolo, to Italy ; Mr.
and Mrs. Alton, to Spain; Miss Trefly, to Ma-
dras; Miss Ashwell, to China; Mr. Fish, Mr.
and Mrs. Stott, Mr. and Mrs. Piicher, Mr.
Hughes, Mr. Sawtell, Mr. Hunter and Mr. All-
sop, to South“Africa; Mr. Berrie, to Sierra
Leone; Mr. Taylor, to the Gold Coast; M-
Pearce, to*Antigua; Mr. Kent, to 8t. Christo-
pher ; Mr. Brack, to Tortola; Miss Hunt and
Robson, to Barbadoes ; Mr. Watson, Mr. Lock-
ett, Mr. Sunderland, and Mr. Gleave, to Deme-
rara; Mr. and Mrs. Foster, Mr. Atkins, and Mr.

many having never before seen a Wesleyan |
Missionary ; and not a few were uttering to us |
the Macedonian cry, “ Come over and help us !” |
And help them we will, if it please God. On|

Tuesday evening the session closed; the bre-}
thren, feeling grateful to those kind friends by |
whom they had been so hospitably entertained |
during their few days sojourn in the town, took
an affectionate leave of them and of each other ;
some to proceed to the remotest stations imme-
diately ; and all thanking God, and taking cour-
age in the review of the past, and resolved
amidst all the uncertainty of the future

“ To labour on at God’s command,
And offer all their works to Him.”

The Brethren are nothing daunted though hard {

have concurred to make the past year one of
more than ordinary trial.  Among these may be
mentioned the extreme poverty of many of our
people agjsing from the failure of the Shore fishe-
ry, and the Labrador voyage of last summer—
the unprecedented failure of the Sealing voyage
this spring, and the total loss of a large number
of vessels engaged therein.
The inhabitants of Green Bay, form a providen-
tial exception. They were reduced to extremity, ‘
but they have had an extraordinary catchof Seals
as it were at their own doors, without the cost
and hazard of any outfit.
In all other parts of the District, want and
suffering have made the year a testing season.
Alas ! that many who were not enough rooted |
and grounded in love, should have fainted in the |
day of adversity, and in the time of temptation :
have fallen away. Of more, we rejoice to feel |
assured that it may be said, as of the Church in
Smyrna, “ I know thy works, and tribulation,
and poverty, (but thou art rich).” May God in |
mercy spare us from further chastisement, and
so smile upon the enterprise of the coming voy-
age, that the industry of the people may result
in a sufficiency of bread to eat and raiment to
puton! And last though not least, may the
cause-of Christ, the cause of Evangelical Chris-
tianity revive, spread, and prevail ! Great and
effectual doors of usefulness are opening, and
should if possible be at once entered. “ Pray
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He
will send forth labourers into his harvest.”
I am dear Brother,

Your affgctionately,
IAS BRETTLE.
&e.

Rev. C. CanurcHILL, A.M.,
Carbonear, May 30th, 1862

|
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Letter from Newport. ‘

MR. EpITOR,—Amid the multitudinous duties
connected with the close of our methodistical
year, I cannot but pause, and fulfil, if but in
part, a promise made in my own mind to pen a
few lines in reference to this my much loved
circuit.

A sojourn with this affectionate people of three
years, has now rapidly fled, and I must now en-
tertain the disagreeable idea of a removal.

In reviewing the past, I find much cause for
gratitude in relation to this Circuit ; prosperity,
both spiritually aid financially has been ours,
with many pleasing, and I trust profitable, social
interviews.

1 aadition to the Revivals already reported, it
has pleased the Head of the Church, again to
smile upon extra services beld in, several locali-
ties within the few last weeks ; and ma ;lu‘
been led to give themselves to the Lord and

Yo

Massey, to Jamaica; Miss Walker, to Hon-
duras; Miss Gaud, to the Bahamas ; Mr. Pasco,
to Newfoundland.

Of this number, Messrs. Stott, Pilcher, Fos-
ter, and Alton, who have been before honour-
ably and usefully employed in various Missions,
but had returned home for a season, have been
again appointed to the Foreign work.

Misses Eacott, Parkes, Ward, Bagley, Evans
and Gunson, School Teachers, have also been
sent out. .

The following  much lamented Missionaries
have been removed by death :—

Mr. Cucking, at Bangalore, India ; Mr. Joseph
Tindall, at Robertson, Cape of Good Hope, Mr.
Shaw, at Antigua; Mr. Pimm, at Torquay, De-

times are passing overthis country. Many things | von ; Mr. Carter, Ocho-Rios, Jamaica ; Mr. Van | a5 the present we can do this with manly courage.

der Horst, at Samana, St. Domingo.

To this affecting record must be added that of
nine excellent females, the wives of Missionaries,
who have aleo exchanged mortality for life.

The following is a GENERAL SUMMARY of the
Society’s labours and agency :—
Central or Principal Stations called Cir-

cuits, - - - - - -
Chapels and other Preaching Places, in
connection with the above-mention-
ed Central or Principal Stations, as
far as ascertained, - - -
Ministers and Assistant Missionaries, in-
cluding Five Supernumeraries, -
Other Paid Agents, as Catechists, Inter-
preters, Day School Teachers, &c.,
Unpaid Agents, as Sabbath School
Teachers, &ec., - - - .
Full and Accredited Church Members,
On Trial for Church Membership, .

173

1,104
262
753

3,979

68,349
5,178

| Scholars, deducting for those who attend

both the Day and Sabbath Schools, 50,335
Printing Establishments, - - = 5
Other Missions of the Society having also rela-

tion to the Comferences in Ireland, France,
Australasia, Cunada, and I[astern British
America.

Central or Principal Stations called Cir-
- 392
3,275

cuits, - - - - -
Chapels and other Preaching Places,
Ministers, and Assistant Missionaries, in-
cluding thirty-four Supernumeraries,
Other paid Agents, as Catechists, Inter-
preters, Day-school Teachers, &c.,
Unpaid Agents, as Sabbath School
Teachers, &e., - - -
Full and Accredited Church Members,
On Trial for Church Membership, -
Scholars, deducting for those who at-
tend both the Day and Sabbath
Schools, - - - - - 97,283
Printing Establishments, - - 3
RECAPITULATION.
Central or Principal Stations, called Cix-
cuits, occupied by the Society in
various parts of the world, - -
Chapels, and other Preaching Places,
Ministers and Assistant Missionaries, in-
® cluding Thirty-nine Supernumer-
aries, - - S
Other paid Agents, as Catechists, Inter-
preters, Day-school Teachers, &c.,
Unpaid Agents, as Sabbath 8chool
b Teachers, &c., - - -
Full and accredited Church Members,
On Trial for Church Memberskip,
Scholars, deducting for those who at-
V20, Dol o, 403, Sabbath-

.."t

587
272
11,414

73,936
8,347

“{ us, for all practical purposes, than Madeira was

849
1,025
- 15,393

142,285
- 14,492

Ce e 14T
"%

Dk G sm.—n, Christian friends, the

revolution of another year has brought us to-

gether once again to give our hearty and cordial

support o that great couse with which we have |
been connected—at least very many of us—for |
80 many years, and which is so very dear to our |
hearts. God has so often blessed us, while we
have been directing our efforts to its support,
l.!nt we come to it as to an altar of sacrifice in-
timately connected with the outpouring of heav-
enly blessings.  ; In that way I feel I stand this
morning; and as I address myself to some
thoughts respecting this great and glorious ciuse,
I feel my heart and mind unite in pouring out
my acknowledgments in grateful praise to God.
The more I look at this cause, at home and
abroad—wherever I turn my eye—I feel that we
cannot take a step, that we cannot retain our po-
sition, without the divine: blessing. Looking
over all the agencies in our own country, we find
that they exhibit a marked organization, extend-
ing to every part of these islands, and acting
everywhere for one common end. We turn our
mind for a moment to our resources, and I know
nothing so remarkable. We have no power to
extort means. We do not elicit the funds for
the support of our cause merely by argument.
They come as a sacrificé to God from the tens of
thousands of our people. The figures which you
will have read over to you by and bye form an
exponent of a vast amount of godly sacrifice and
pious principle. But the remarkable feature is,
that amid all the varieties of our social progress,
all the difficulties and Jdangers to which as a na-
tion we are exposed, all the inflections of pros-
perity and adversity, we are enabled to hold on
our way. Providence may smile on our com-
merce, or war may drain our resources—san-
guinary conflicts in a country we shall always re-
spect and always love, may tel! fearfully on our
general interests; and yet the wonder is, that
we got our supplies. Numbers among us may
be wanting bread—very many are greatly strait-
ened in every part of the country from the cir-
cumstances I have named ; but still our Mission-
ary resources are untouched. How is this?
How are all our agencies kept in harmonious op-
eration? How, amid all these varieties and
changes are our funds almost constantly aug-
menting? I feel that there is but one answer to
be giveu to these questions—and that is, that the
blessing of God is upon us ; that our people are
sustained by divine direction and prompted by
divine influence, and hdve beea enabled thus far
to come up to the help of the Lord against the
mighty. And if this is the case at home, what
shall we say when we look abroad? To every
climate, to every country, to almost every variety
of the human species, our Missionaries have
gone. They have been exposed to every sort of
danger—they have had to battle with all the op-
position of barbarism—they have had to endure
perils among the heathen—and yet everywhere,
blessed be God, their efforts are crowned with
some measure of success. Surely these facts
lead us to the acknowledgment which rested upon
the lips of our dying Founder, and should nerve
our hearts to courage and confidence, knowing
that “ the best of all is, God is with us.” But if
we have been favoured by Providence—if we
have been supported and sustained—if the bles-
sing of heaven has been upon us at home und
abroad—we have also had to experience the
common lot of humanity. Afflictions, as well as
mercies, have met us in our paths. Bereave-
ments, and sorrows, as well as joys and successes,
we have had to expesience. Many have been
the sufferings endured by those abroad, and by
many of our agents at home, during the past
year. Some noble-minded men have fallen in
the field, and some of our worthy supporters
have passed away during the year that we now
celebrate ; but I leave all this, with the exception
of one -instance, to those who may come after
me : but with regard to that instance, I feel that
1 should outrage my own feelings, if I did not
allude to it for a moment. Since you last met
here, since you last celebrated an anniversary of
this great Society, Thomas Farmer has passed
away to the skies ; leaving-a name to be honour-
ed in connection with your efforts ; a name that
stands imperishably embalmed in the memories
and minds of all lovers of Wesleyan Missions.
Honoured with his notice, I may say with his
friendship, I had many opportunities of judging
of his character, and of marking his devotedness
to this great and glorious cause ; and I must say
that as a man, as a Wesleyan Methodist and as
a Christian, I fear I may not soon “look upon
his like again.” Our loss, however, is his infinite
gain, and Wwe mourn nét as those without hope.
We nerve ourselves to the work, in which he
took such a noble part, and surely at such a time

When a nation has been bereaved, when death
has entered into our palaces, when a Prince in
the prime of yearsand manhood has been taken
away from us; when the throne is surrounded
with sack-cloth ; and at a time when, in other re-
gpects, festivity and jubilees would reign, our
gracious  sovereign, our beloved Queen, re-
tires from the capital to weep and pray in the
solitude of Scotland, and surely we can nerve
our hearts to bear our loss and determine to
supply the place of the departed by repeated and
increased efforts in behalf of the Mission cause.
Those who call professors of godliness * saints,”
sneer at all spiritual dispensations, and laugh at
any reference to God's providential government
of the world in regard to the purposes of His
Son’s kingdom, may enjoy their smile,—whilst I
allude to a fact that is very monitory to my own
mind, and has made 8 deep impression on my
soul, as I have reviewed the proceedings of this
Society. Why is it that the world has witnessed
a greater change since we have begun our efforts
than it did in the 2,000 years before? Why is
it that such marvellous alterations have taken
place in the circumstances of nations, in the so-
cial position of the world, in the relations of one
country to another, and that these changes began
almost simultaneously with the vigorous Chris-
tian Missionary efforts that are going on still
with wonderful rapidity and power ? You re-
member when we wept over Negro Slavery in
the West Indies ; where is it now ? What de-
stroyed that foul evii? What crushed into dark-
ness that deadly monster ?  You remember when
India was hermetically sealed against Christian
light. What has thrown it open? We know
when China was far away from us, and we could
not reach it. To penetrate that empire was re-
garded as an impossibility ; how stands the case
now ? Why is it that Mohammedan fanati-
cism, which was so Tife thirty years ago, is
waning away, and being divested of all its power?
How comes it to pass that, in the present day,
the utmost isles of the earth are no further from

in the days of our boyhood ? How does all this
come to pass ? And these marvels are still con-
tinued. They are being repeated. We have
read in the sacred page that the time shall come
when the north shall give up, and the south keep
not back, and the earth shall be thrown open to
the knowledge of the Lord. But who ever ex-
pected to see such days as these ? Three years
.govhovonlddtumolu free Bible and free-
dom of conscience in Italy ? These, I say, are
marvellous manifestations of God’s power ; and
unless T mis-read current history, and mis-read
the 'Bible also, I must connect the one with the
other; and they, to my mind, foreshadow the

{ allied to this Missionary work of ours. Certainly,

[eauihg of thint iglorions day ‘when **the king-}.c éntered into the service of this Missionary

of our God and of His Christ.” We have en-
couragement, not only in our real actua: svccess,
of which you will hear much by and by ; we
have encouragement not only in God’s providen-
tial guidance, and I trust in all our arrangements ;
but we have encouragement beyond. The Lord
is preparing the world for the great and glorious
consummation lined out in the teaching of Pro-
phécy. I have no fear of this; and I believe in
the Holy Ghost. I believe in the power of that
blessed Spirit to convert men of all climes, and
countries, and nations, and tongues ifito subjec-
tion to Christ. I believe, if you will only serd
your Ministers with the pure love of God in
their bearts, and with a burning desire to save
souls animating all their efforts, that you will
succeed to an extent that we have never yet
thought of. God is with us. The Holy Spirit’s
power is working on every side, and we shall see
greater things than we have ever seen. But if
we would, there must be a work done at home
that has pever yet been seen. Giving must ac-
quire 8 scale that it has never yet done. We
must contribute to the support of God’s cause
as we have never yet done. I should be glad for
every means to be taken to enlighten the Chris-
tian churches of our land on this great subject.
I wish success to the Rev. Dr. Cather’s Systema-
tic Beneficence Society, and to every means by
which men can be persuaded that Christ has a
claim not only upon their mind, upon their
actions, and upon their ordinary life, but upon
all their property, and upon all that they possess.
Oh, let me entreat you—forgive me if I am im-
portunate—to begin this meeting with a deter-
mination to start anew, and to contribute on a
scale that you have never yet done. Forgive
me, I am a laymgn. But I have the heart of a
Missionary. Forty years ago, or a little more, I
was just starting into life ; just looking about
for the path that I was to tread through this
mazy world. One desire filled my soul ; one
object crowded over my vision ; and I pondered
upon it until 1 could scarcely do unything by
day or sleep by night. That desire was to be a
Wesleyan Missionary. 1 longed for it most
ardently. I prayed for it most unceasingly ;
but there was no money,— there was no
money ! I saw better men_than myself laid
aside. There was no place for them. The
Church had not learned to give, and there
was no hope of my succeeding. I have no rea-
son to repine at my lot. I thank God for his
providence towards me in all my way. But this
heart throbs as lively in love and desire naw as
it did forty yenrs ag Now, whet shall we do !
We have succeeded, I understand, gloriously
during the past year. Shall we start anew ? 1
do not like suggesting anything of mechanical
arrangement, or anything that may be lined out
by figures ; but one must have some way-mark.
Shall we start with this meeting, and enter on
the course of this year determined to realise
£150,000 7 Will youdoit ? Will you doit?
Shall we have £150,000 this year ? Let us lift
up our hearts to ‘God. Let us cry mightily to
Heaven ; and let us act in accordance with our
spirit and our prayer ; and we shall succeed. I
will detain you no longer. (The Chairman resum-
ed his seat amidst loud and universal plaudits.)
The President of the Conference, who was re-
ceived with great enthusiasm, said—Dr. Smith,
the Resolution which has been placed in my
hand is as follows :—

“That the Report, a summary of which has
now been read, be adopted and printed; and
that this meeting views with gratitude to God
the liberal support which the Society has re-
ceived during the past year, and takes encourage-
ment for the future from the advancing and in-
creasing usefulness of the Society’s Missions.”
I might almost fear, Dr. Smith, by any ob-
servations of mine, to lower the Christian tone
of this assembly. That tone has been given.
The first not was a note of praise. Subsequent
observations have tended to raise our expression
of gratitude, of hope, and of faith. I have been
greatly affected in casting my eyes around this
assembly, at observing its remarkable, its
wonderful representitive character. It appears
to me that Methodism could by no other of its
institutions gather together an assembly of all
forms, officers, places, hearts, that represent
Christianity and its interests so fully and largely
as the assembly before us. It appears as though
this Missionary Society was in some sort a kind
of concentration and embodimen} of Wesleyan
Methodism itself; and, when we remember
that Wesleyan Methodism, in the spirit of its
great Founder, in the character, of its doetrines,
its hymns, its agencies, is all Christianly grow-

Missionary Society of that Body has gathered
into itself a larger number of representative
persons than any other Society of the same
Body. Why, we are all here in some sort re-
presenting every part of the great Mission field.
Thank God that we are here, by His providence
and mercy preserved through another various
year.
have around me representative men from every
Conference of Methodism—representative men
from almost every Station of Methodism. I
see venerable men from the Islands of the
Southern Seas, who have toiled and laboured
there, and come home to enjoy the fruits of their
harvest. I have about me men from the sister
kingdom of France, representing that, in its
brightest and, finest form, as a country now in
some measure moving towards the Lord Jesus.
We bave representative men from Canada,
Australia; and I feel but a child in the presence
of such noble worthies, who have toiled in the
foreign field, who have come up to this great
gathering this day to welcome their brethren and
supporters as we delight to welcome them. We
have representative men, as they exhibit certain
great principles and agencies, who are alike

every institution of Methodism is in some sort

ard of necessity Missionary. Our Theological

Institutions are’here. What would this Mis-

sionary service be if God were to withdraw from

us the Christian agents,—were to refuse to give

the convicting and converting Spirit to young

men, and to give to them the inward moving of
the Holy Spirit to preach this Gospel? What

would then become of our Missionary work?
Thank God, we have them. And we have those
on the platform who fairly represent those Mis-
sionary institutions—our Theological Institu-
tions. Our dear friend by my side (Dr.
Hannah) is here. There are two more of our
friends sitting together—Thomas Jackson and
his successor, Mr. Lomas—surely they have a
right to be here as forming an important part in
aiding to extend this work of the Lord Jesus. I
suppose if we were to ask our friend Mr. Prest
what business he had there, he could tell us that
he was greatly aiding and promoting the Mis-
sionary cause by establishing Home Missions,
by raising up new means, new institutions at
home, and wherever one of these is raised new
sources of aid come to the Missionary cause. We
bhave another eminent representative man in this
place who, perhaps, amongst us all, is at this
moment most tried in matters Connexional and
religious. If any one were to ask our dear
friend Mr. Scott—whether he is rendering any
‘service in this great cause of Missions, we could
furnish to hit an answer—that he is providing
for us trained teachers; and some of those who
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will be not talent but time.

sat then together.
that class and order.

helped up to the place on which I now stand,
and to the position I now occupy. For tforty

forty years her prayers have ascendgd to God
for her son; for forty years it has been my
honour, my exquisite happiness; to comfort and

protective influence from the thought, “I have
a mother, who, has close communion with God,
ever praying for me.” God has answered her
prayers, and in angwer to her prayers has
honoured me ; and it was my sorrowful pleasure
to follow her to her grave. Will this assembly

the sainted and the glorified. My race is nearly
run. Life is ebbing out with many of us. I
rejoice in God that we are surrounded by so
many younger men of eminent ability, of spiritual
power; and I thank God that this Methodism
which we all love is marked by so many tokens
of God’s favour and blessing. I know we shall
have a good meeting. There are signs and
evidence of this in the temper and spirit of the
present assembly. I rejoice that, in the Provi-
dence of God, I am now placed over a Society
and Church where there is unmixed prosperity.
Everything seems.to be peacefal. God is going
to give us a large increase of members. Societies
are extending. If we have trials at all, they
seem to be the trials of success; and by the
good providence of God and His grace and in-
fluence, there will come upon us yet larger
measures of divine light and blessing. Pardon
me for referring to one other subject, and I will
then sit down; and that is, the state of the
Methodist Societies and the people in Lancashire.
1 should not think it right, with my observation
of the various communities which I have had the
opportunity of meeting during the last few
months, if I did not commend to your sympathies,
prayers, and liberality, the distgessed thousands
and tens of thousands of working men in Lanca-
shire. I wish to put the matter before you, as it
was so impressively done in the opening prayer;
and I trust that the hundreds and thousands of
working people who are now short of bread in
consequence of this unfortunate, if I may say so,
war in America, will have the earnest attention,
if not of the Legislature, of all Christian people.
Begging pardon, Mr. Chairman, for these pass-
ing observations, I have-much pleasure in mov-
ing this Resolution.

The Rev. DR. HANNAH.—I cannot but express
my approbation of the catholic spirit which
breathes through the Resolution now under our
consideration, a Resolution which acknowledges
the necessity of united prayer for our own com-
munity, and equally for other communities en-
gaged in the same great work. I rejoice to feel
this day more and yet more, that a true Evan-
gelical Alliance is rapidly forming itself at home
and abroad. I thought that I was a Wesleyan
Methodist in doctrine,—and I think so still ; but
I should be very unwilling to differ in thought
and feeling from Dr. Tidman or Dr. Cairns.
Right freely would I'give them the right hand of
fellowship, and rejoice in them as brethren in
that common Saviour-whom we love and serve.
I find that in travelling to and fro, I meet with
Christians of different denominations. In one

the cause of Christ. If there be one eminent
man—and ] am surrounded by scores and hun-
dreds of eminent men this dsy—if there be one
eminent man present for whom I would ask
your prayers and sympathy just now, it is the
Principal of our Training College, the Rev.
John Scott. Well, it is not my province to make
a speech, for I am sure the want of this meeting
1 see the pro-
gramme of the meeting in your hand, Dr.
Smith, and know that it is very long. But you
will allow me to say that this meeting, the service
of this day, is chastened in some sort by affect-
ing and sanctified reminiscences. All are not
here. The last time I was called upon to speak
at a public Missionary meeting, some eight or
ten years ago, on this platform, there were pre-
sent men of name and note, who have now
passed away—Dr. Bunting and Robt. Newton
We do not forget names of
There were eminent lay-
men near and assisting the Chairman at that
time, who flikewise have gone to their great
reward. I may also refer to the Providence of
God with respect to myself. You will pardon
what may perhaps be thought a want of taste,
but I very lately came from the interment of a
sainted, aged, holy Mother. Why should I not
fay one passing tribute to a venerable parent,
by whose prayers, through whose early training,
under the hand of God, I have been largely

years she has been a “ widow in Israel ;” for

sustain her ; for forty years I bave felt a kind of

pardon this reference? We seem to live among

respects, we as a Christian community are great

ly indebted ; yet where, in some parts of *it at
least, many things have prevailed of late years
which we can never reconcile with a ;»uro' and
primitive Christianity. I have long thought,
when Neology was rampant, and since then, what
Germany particularly wanted is a co
earnest missionaries, who, in all their efforts, will
aim at the fith button ;—who will at once seek
to touch the heart. Mind is there ; i
is there; speculation is there; writer opposes
writer ; theory clashes with theory ; we have Ne-
ology, Rationalism and myths, and amidst a
great deal thatis of a better quality, it does
seem to us that in that land, so rich in learning,
and, as is said, in theology, even now there is a
need of something which shall rouse the heart
and recall men back to the first simple prinei-
ples of the Gospel of Chnist. 1 rejoice that we
have got a Mission Station there; Missionary
aggnciu already in active operation ; and I trust
that, by the blessing of Almighty God, the Re

formation, in its highest purity and blessing will
again dawn and brighten over all the Churches
of Germany. I will refer to another country
which has long been in a state of unhappy super-
stition. I need not say that I mean Italy, with
whose interests we are all so deeply concerned.
As 1 ventured to say at our meeting in Man-
chester the other day, I am not an enemy of the
Pope ; not a bit of it; I earnestly desire that he
may become, in spirit and act, a true successor
of St. Peter.
of the expression, but I do not wish Po; ery well,
for I think it is bad at the top, and bad at the
bottom, and bad in the middle, and bad all over.
It is a system which takes away from the honour
due only to Christ our Lord, which involves in
superstition and endless perplexity ; which dark

ens and destroys the hopes of man; which
bars up the way which leads sinners to the
Throne of grace. But, brighter days are in re-
serve for Italy ! It may be said that not much
is done yet, but I think that when a fair er

trance is got into such a country as that, much
is done. = The Scriptures begin to be circulated
freely in Italy. Is that nothing?
could stand yet, and never will stand in the full
blaze of Scripture light! A few Protestant
Missionaries have already entered into Italy, and
are making a survey, and they find signs and
tokens of encouragement.
with the fact noted in the last year's Report—-

that some of Mr. Wesley’s sermons, twelve of
them at least, have been translated into Italian,
and are more or less in circulation in that coun-
try. Lthink they are admirable expositions of
what his Holiness the Pope needs to have; ad-
mirable expositions of the way by which even
the chief of sinners may find his way to heaven;
and rise, degraded as he has been, into the com-
panionship of saints and angels, and of God. I
particularly love this Resolution. I never knew
a Resolution of this kind absent from a Mis-
sionary Meeting, to the best of my recollection.
It is always there, one of the staple subjects,—

the necessity for united prayer for the outpouir-
ing of the Holy Spirit of God upon the Church
at large, and upon the world. I unite in the
spirit of that Resolution for ourselves and for
others. I believe that we are all this day agreed
on this one grand principle, that the Holy Spirit
and He only can accomplish the work. [ echo
the expression of belief made by Dr. Tidman
and a following speaker, and I am sure they will
both allow me to add a word to it. I “believe
in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life ;"
that Holy Ghost who “ moved upon the face of
the waters,” when chaos became creation; that
Holy Ghost, who in mighty providential agency
moves now upon the face of nature around us,
and beautifies and blesses us with the renova-
tions of Spring ; that Holy Ghost who descend-
ed in primitive times, when the labourers were
feeble in themselves, but strong in the Lord, and
in the power of His might; that Holy Ghost
whose richest Pentecostal effusion is yet to come.
He shall come to the Jews, he shall come to the
Gentiles, for the very words of the promise are :
—4 1 will pour my Spirit upon all flesh.” We
do not depend upon the wisdom of our plans,
or the diligence of our efforts, on anything which
appertains to us or to men; we depead on the
Holy Spirit of God, whose own quickening agen-
cy can make all the dead to live. And along
with this principle I held the fact that, as far as
my knowledge extends, the Holy Spirit has des-
cended in his more remarkable manifestations
invariably in answer to prayer. I cannot re
member one exception ; at least not one on any-
thing of a large or competent scale. When He
d ded upon the primitive disciples, it was

ainy  of

philosophy

I wish him well in the best sense

Popery never

I wis also pleased

ing and Missionary, we cannot wonder that the | journey lately I met with an Independent, and

afterwards I met with a Friend, a Quaker.

found that they were of the miost kindly kind

spirit. We were loth to part with each other.
We felt that we had far more in common than
we had in distinction from each other; and I do
think that these Missionary Meetings, these oc-
casions of our gathering together as we gather

Although some have passed away,—I|together this day, serve to promote that united

harmonious feeling, which will yet bless the
Church, and through the Church, the world. 1
cannot but hold the doctrine of Scripture, in its
fullness and integrity, that the time will come when
the Lord’s own prayer will be answered, and then
His followers shall be all one ; one in the mind of
truth ; onein the heart of charity ; one in harmo-
nious and persevering effort, though different pro-
vinces may perhaps be allotted to them ; and one,
at last in grand succcess. Things are hastening

tion long anticipated is approaching ; and amidst
all the storms and contentions which arise, we
rejoice with one heart to acknowldge “ the Lord
reigneth.” 1 was gratified, Sir, in your opening
address, and in the Report, and in the able
speeches which have been delivered to us to-day,
to find so distinct a recognition at diflerent times
at what I may adventure by way cf comparison
to call our older Missions ; the Missions of the
West Indies and to the British possessions in
North America ; and I may add, to Ceylon and
Continental India. I am sure you will excuse
me if Isay that I have a particular affection for
these older Missions. They were the Missions
brought before us very prominently in my earlier

ed Missions, comparatively speal

bosome the mﬂmm rendering good and faithful duty to
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days, when I caught the first fresh feeling of
Missionary charity. They were the Missions
advocated by those blessed men, ministerial and
lay, who have gloriously finished their course and
gone to their rest ; and they are Missions which
still continue to yield such abundance of fruit.
They are not to be superseded by any others. I
rejoice to think that, amidst revolutions and
changes, Christianity prospers in the West In-
dies, and that it is giving now new beauty and
blessings to other parts of the world where it has
long flourished. You will permit me to add,
however, that I rejoice also in what I may term
our later or more recently formed Missions, I look
upon them with unspeakable delight, and if I
may say 8o, I look among the rest, on the newly
formed missions of Europe, with kigh anticipa-
tions. 1 see that ome of these mewly form-
i is at
ing, is at the seat of philosophy which has been
borrowing its materials from the East in lack of
other resources, 1 suppose, multiplying and
moulding them afresh ; giving them & new face.
and celling them a new thing. I refer to a coun-
try, where noble men have lived, where the deep-
est and richest theology has been thought out
and published, where Christians have arisen of
an exemplary character, and to which, in many

whilst they were persevering in prayer and sup-
plication. Whep He descended on Cornelius
and his friends, it was when they were all gather-
ed together in the spirit of devotion before God,
and in shat spirit to hear the words which might
be sent to them of God ; and the revivings which
have taken place at different times since then,
generally, I think, uniformly, have been in an-
swer to importunate prayer. Christians were
nothing until they were re-endowed with power
from on high. I have no doubt, if thechurch
will unite in earnest and persevering prayer, of
the result. A praying church cannot but be a
prosperous church. A praying church cannot
but be a powerful church. Whilst we unite in
denouncing all dependence on self, and reposing
our trust in the Holy Spirit, “ who proceedeth
from the Father and the Son,” great things as

from | to & brighter and a better state. The consuma- | we have seen, we shall see greater things than

these. Will you allow me to advert to some-
thing which struck me very much in the remarks
of Dr. Osborn at our Manchester meeting the
other day. He dwelt particularly on this fact,
that the present year is a year of prayer. It
opened with a week of prayer set apart for that
especial purpose. It has been distinguished by
united prayer in different successive parts of it
thus far. I cannot but regard this as a favour-
able augury. Thjs year of prayer, shall it not b
a year of blessing ? 1 have been given to under-
stand sometimes that persons, as they advance
in life, advance in timidity and fearfulness. I
hope this is not the case with me—not at all with
respect to the great Mission cause. I advance
in confidence. I sometimes think that if some
of gy earlier friends could revisit us—and per-
haps they are here in spirit—and give utterance
to their feelings, whether they would not be ready
to say, “ What hath God wrought?” They
Jaboured, we have entered into their labours ; the
labours multiply; the field enlarges; the seed
has been sown, and whether so¥n earlier or
later, it shall finally be reaped, and the sower and
the reaper shall rejoice in the great gathering of
the people. I do with very great nin(:erit'\"sup—
port this Resolution, and rejoice in the happiness
of the meeting this day. Oh, ‘it is good to be
here,” and good to recall former times,-and good
to anticipate the future, but, above all, to anti-
cipate the period when those who have gone be-
fore us and ourselves, if faithful, shall meet to-
gether in the kingdom of Christ and of God, and
ascribe praise and glory to Him that sitteth upon
the throne and to the Lamb for ever.

The corner stone of the new Wesleyan Church,
Toronto, in course of erection on the site of the
building destroyed by fire on the 27th October
I-t,onﬂmun«,mhidonzmmybyun
Rev. Dr. Wood, Superintendent of Missionsy
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