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THE SACRAMENTAL AGITATION.

We arc not disposed to controversy. 
There are two things, however, forced upon 
oar attention this week, and they may as 
well be met in the spirit of candour and 
definite expression.

Mr. Latliern read, by request of the 
Evangelical Alliance of this city, a paper 
on Christian communion. To all denomi
nations, except the Baptists, the Essay gave 
considerable satisfaction. The Messenger 
took it up and treated upon it editorially at 
great length.

The Messenger emphasizes the phrase 
“ sacred sacramenlum.” It seems to con
sider the expression as suggestive of ritual
istic teaching. Is the objection valid? 
The name of the military oath in which the 
Homan soldier pledged his fidelity, was ap
plied by the early Christian Church to the 
Lord’s Supper. They regarded that ordi
nance not only as a spiritual feast, in which 
by faith they should feed upon Christ, as a 
memorial, in remembrance, of his passion, 
but as a service of solemn obligation in 
which they plighted love and loyalty to 
Christ ; and by faithful testimony showed 
forth his death. The classical meaning of 
the word Sacrament is substantially the 
same as that of “ covenant.” The use of 
this word and the sacredness which it ex
presses, are fully in harmony, surely, with 
the Saviour’s solemn declaration, “ This is 
the blood of the Mew Testament ”

We leave Mr. Lathern, however, to meet 
his opponents, which, we presume he will 
be willing to do, in undisguised address, 
when he may think the interests of truth 
demand the use of bis pen. For ourselves 
at present there remains a more painful 
duty.

A letter in another place sets forth the 
existence of an agitation which, it would 
seem, is not confined to the pages of the 
Messenger. Several letters have reached 
os recently from districts in which revival 
blessings have been graciously operating in 
onr congregations, complaining that the in
trusion of the subject of immersion has 
been producing incalculable evil. Some of 
these letters were from persons not mem
bers of our church, but looking on and 
eymphathizing with our ministers and peo
ple. In many instances the indignation of 
the writers was such as to tinge their sen
tences with an unpleasant coloring. While 
we refrained from publishing their missives, 
it was too evident that their grievance was 
oppressive. Our own early ministry was 
frequently saddened by the persistent vigi
lance with which our movements were fol
lowed, and the invariable introduction of 
the Baptismal controversy as soon as con
verts began to join the church. We are 
not conscious that a single word of reflection 
was ever permitted to drop from our pen, 
though we lost converts in numbers. The 
same forbearance we are greatly pleased to 
find characterizing our ministers to-day. 
Bnt we had hoped this most pitiable kind 
of warfare had long ago ceased. In the 
name of all that i« Christian let us have 
peace. If Baptists must agitate, let them 
at least permit seasons of grace to remain 
quiet to their termination. As to pronely 
rising, it is a species of theft, cunning, and 
chicanery altogether unworthy the followers 
of the Lord Jesus.

Tne Reason Wht.—The following con
versation occurred in this city n few days 
ago:—

Lady—Why do not you Wesleyans re
turn to the Church of England ?

Lad—There is no room for os We are 
the larger body. Why do not you join ns?

Lady—O yes, there is abundance of 
room. The Church of England is the larg 
est ecclesiastical house in the world. It 
contains Pusey, Colenso, the Bishop of 
Lincoln and the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
In short, it takes in all ranges of creed.

Lad—Well, it is known to everybody 
that no house is big enough for two fami
lies ; and if it were, a house divided against 
itself cannot stand. Good morning.

NEW YORK TREASURY.

[The following Report of Rev. Mr. Lathern*s 
Lecture in Temperance Hall, was too late for
last week.]

In these days, of picnics at the Pyramids 
and of excursions around the globe, New York 
was not a great distance to travel ; but visits 
to that city, at the General Conference in 
Brooklyn, ami especially at the great Protes
tant GCeumenical Council last fall, were plea
santly rememberel. They afforded opportu
nity of making the acquaintance of men dis
tinguished on either side of the Atlantic. They 
were threaded with reminiscences of hospitali
ties that were simply magnificent, of banquets 
snob as those of the Mayor and Corporation 
of the city of Brooklyn, and of the closing 
Washington banquet' in which they wore the 
guest of Governor Shepherd. There wore 
visits to the schools, to parks and to public 
institutions, to asylums and to reformatories 
of New York, in which provision was made 
for ten thousand inmates, and in the Water 
Street and Bowery there was a glimpse of a I 
darker side of New York life.

One day was spent in Wall Street, the

taken a seat in the ears a thousand times, and 
have pai l a thousi.0 I dollars for each fare be
fore that bundle of notes would have been ex
hausted. They were disposed to regard tb« 
remark of the Treasury official as a goo I spec
imen of American humour. Dr. Stoughton 
had told them in one of their great meetings 
that American humour had a character dis
tinctively its own : not grave as the English 
not racy as the Irish, not sparkling like the 
French ; it teas colossal. Dr. 8. bad heard 
the American description of the United States 
hounded Eut and West by the two greai 
oceans, Atlantic and Pacifie, ou the North by 
the Aurora Borealis and on the Sooth by 
the Day of Judgment. It was a m 
to regard that tall talk as vulgar boast mg or 
as Yankee exaggeration. It was only Amer
ican humor. It was cal Basil. The payment 
of car-fare was a rich specimen of American 
humor. As they saw nothing mote is the 
proposal they quietly banded back the bills.

The Treasury vault was made the stand
point for a discussion of facts and principles, 
economical, commercial and utilitarian. We 
had from that point of view tbe mania and tbe 
moloch ; and also tbe magnet and the main
spring of modern life and civilization.

The lecturer had visited tbe Stock Ex
change. On one occasion when a slight 
rise in tbe value of gold had produced ex 
tra excitement in financial circles, it was 
not a crisis in a panic, but only an eddy in 
the fierce carrent of speculation. There’ 
was not perhaps on the whole globe, that 
day, a scene which so fitly typified and re
presented tbe eager, restless, despotic spirit 
of Mammon, as did that Wall St- arena 
when, under the pressure of uncertain and 
unsteady prices, gold and costly stocks were 
brought and sold.

The most unprincipled and most disas
trous operation ever kindled upon the Conti 
nent perhaps, manipnla'ed by the Erie 
Clique, represented principally by JayGould 
and James Fiake Junr. culminating in tbe 
well remembered Black Friday, was the 
result of vicious and daring speculation, 
There were always a number of operators 
who believe that gold would decline in 
price ; and who consequently contracted for 
the delivery of gold, at a given date, which 
they hoped in the interval to purchase at a 
lower figure and thus save a margin of pro
fit. These men were the bears of Wall St 
In the Fall of 1867, in consequence of gen
eral prosperity, an unusual number of 
speculators were operating on tbe bear 
principle. The conspirators plotted a mono 
poly. They attempted to buy all the gold 
in the market. Contracts could only be 
filled up at ruinous rates. There was gen
eral disruption and dislocations in business. 
Tbe result was Black Friday, with its crash 
and wide-spread commercial wreck. Tbe 
sweeping away of fortunes at such a time 
was not the saddest thought. There were 
wrecked lives. Gifted men. with brain on 
fire and aching heart, in great numbers 
were compelled to succumb They disap
peared in eclipse and darkness. Henry 
Ward Beecher, during a ministry of twenty- 
five years, claimed to have buried four gen
erations of Wall St men.

The financial panic of last Fall was 
freshly remembered. When the delegates 
to the Evangelical Alliance reached New 
York the excitement had not subsided. 
For nearly a fortnight the Stock Exchange 
had been closed. That commercial convul
sion would be known in the annals of Wall 
St., as the financial panic. Some of the 
worst results were unquestionably due to 
paralyzing fear, but there were contributing 
causes that could be partially understood. 
These were the enormous extravagance and 
excessive expenditure of the upper classes 
of American Society ; tbe dread and dis
trust produced by several cases of dishon
esty and defalcation—especially in tbe man
agement of banking institutions—which 
spread through the land and culminated in 
that crisis ; the management of public 
works for which capitalists had undertaken 
to float bonds. The panic itself had been 
most disastrous. The failure of Jay, 
Cooke & Co., had been felt through the 
commercial world. Twenty influential 
Firms had suspended in a single day. 
Solid stocks shrank in value to the amount 
of two hundred millions of dollars. Fancy 
stocks had been swept away altogether. 
Wall St. had been shaken to its very foun
dations. That financial panic had its salu
tary lessons. It was possible not only for 
“ individuals,” but for “ communities ’’ to 
live too fast.

The effect of that great commercial dis
aster had been felt in the business ot this 
city. But, as far as the lecturer could as
certain, the worst failures had been the re
sult of the endorsing system—unfortunately 
so prevalent.

One could wish that a system so vicious 
and fraught with so much evil—which 
struck so deeply at the foundations of legit
imate credit—which tempted inexperienced- 
men, to an expansion of business beyond 
their ability— which enabled unprincipled 
men beginning without any capital, to fail 
in a few years for fifty or a hundred 
thousand dollars—were banished from the 
domain of honorable commerce. It was in 
harmony with the lecturer’s purpose, to re
mind us that the position and reputation of 
a country were largely in the keeping of 
business men. The utterance of Dr. Chal
mers, that the greatness of the British na
tion was due, not so much to the splendour 
of her policy or tbe prowess of her arms, 
as to the faith and integrity of British 
merchants, was not without warrant. 
Commercially and politically, as well as 
religiously, righteousness exalted o nation. 
Only v hen the political and commercial 
life of this new maritime power reflected 
the untarnished lustre of high and honora
ble dealing, could we proudly boast :—

LETTER FROM MONTREAL.

Dess Mb. Editor,—A welcome qi 
he» succeeded the excitement etc 
late general election of 
Hone of Commons. Some 
ie the city were warmly e 
tbe ballot, the number of tbe polling _ 
sod the shortness of tbe time of tbe election, 
happily effectually prevented such disturb
ances and sanguinary conflicts ss usually 
occurred about tbe time of my first coming 
to MootreeL

Tbe electioe of Alderman and Mayor 
Immediately followed that of representa
tives to the Dominion Parliament. In this 
too there were lively sod earnest contests. 
At starting there were four candidates for 
the Mayoralty Some of these retired 
early. In due course Dr. Bernard, who 
had been acting Mayor since tbe death of 
bis predecessor, was chosen by en over
whelming majority. His Wotehip is an 
energetic, intelligent, accessible man. He 
belongs to the congregation of tbe Dor
chester street Wesleyan Methodist church 
A good work was in progress at that church 

a few weeks ago. The extra labour which 
it devolved on the minister, Rev. Mr Ross, 
greatly impaired his health. He has been 
compelled to rest altogether for a time 
from public service. In order that his re
pose may be complete, and conseqently 
brief, as well as for Hydropathic treatmeni, 
he bas gone to a sanitarium in the state of 
Delaware. The withdrawment ot so able 
a preacher in tbe present crisis of his charge 
is a great loss to it. Ministers at best are 
but “ earthen-vessels." If one is made of 
inferior mould he is very likely to break 
soon by the strain of continuous toil. May 
the Master, who is the “ Prince of peace ” 
comfort ibis bis servant, and all others, who 
like him have been coerced into what ap
pears, premature retirement, and silence.

Montreal has been favored with a galaxy 
of lecturing stars, during file winter. These 
have been brought here at a great cost, 
from Britain and the United Slates. Among 
them may be mentioned Bellew, Wilkie 
Collins, Gough, Wendell Philips, end 
Canon Kingsley. Their auditors have 
been numerous. The readings of some

criticism.

could net go oe his knees and isk of God to 
prosper tod bless tie trade. He feared there 
was net nroeh ground for hey» in this matter 
from onr Pariismeot but that the Canadian 
people, the fathers, and mothers ia the tarn 
try ought to rim up to tbs great twelve that 

la must sod shall be a sober nation He 
nd bis appeal by deeUriog that there 
not many families ia tbe place but had 

suffered from the corse of drunkenness. This 
be illustrated by some terrible fiets of a sort, 
too familiar alls ! to need to be recorded 
here, too oerttiu to require confirmation, and 
Vet their repetition may be feared in any 
household that may .presumptiously despise 
this warning. The discourse was deemed 

held. It was unprecedented in that 
Cherub. Canon Baldwin tell his position. 
He admitted be, might be eslied “ ebioeri- 
cal,” but be was resolved to keep his skirts 

and if neeesssry to throw himself into 
the gap, and follow the Lord Jesos Christ. 
He added “ the power of drink eoold not be 
withstood by good resolutions only, but 
through the power of Him who says, “ Come 
unto Me ell ye that are heavy laden and I 
will give you rest."

Tbs Methodist morning Sabbath-sebool 
here bas taken into its financial patronage tbe 
Indian mission at Oka. Th afternoon School 
in St. James street, has with a aimiliar view 
taken for its motto “ Saskatchewan.’’ The 
superintendent wrote os behalf of tbe school 
to the Wesleyan Missionary of the Saskat
chewan district, about a year ago. An an
swer bas been just now received. A few ex
tracts from Rev. Mr. McDougall’» letter shall 
bring this of mine to a close.

The reason pby the answer to the superin 
tendant’* letter"was so long in coming was 
that tbe missionary was 938 miles from tbe 
nearest post-offiee, and ha has but one direct 
mail during tbe year

Tbe social wretchedness ef the pagan In 
diao* in the vast north-west is clearly seen 
by replies of * scholar, who is son of a great 
chief, to queatioos of the master. “ What 
do yoq regard,” asked he, “ as the most 
honourable position in the world ?" “ To 
live in a house sir,” was tbe reply. “ And 
what do you think is the meanest condi
tion?" “ To have nothing but a small piece 
of dirty buffalo robe for your clothing,” the 
young Cree replied

“ The Black feet never bury their dead. 
If tbe deceased is a woman, or child, they

and faithful sons? We do not mean that 
these shall be canonized : and yet they are 
just as worthy ss some that have been thus 
raised to Saiotsbip. Some may be ready 
to say- -they have had their penny's worth 
This is • mercenary reply, and altogether 
unworthy of this philanthropic age.

We are living in deys of Uhromoa, aod 
oil paintings, and steel engravings—in fact 
an age of esthetics A taste for tbe beauti
ful is being rapidly developed throughout 
the civilized world. This is one of the most 
healthful and encouraging signs of this cen
tury. It is really a sequence of Christ's 
Kingdom among men, and this leads os to 
ask. What impress»» the mind or tbe heart 
more favorably than pure and beautiful 
works of artT'l.It matters but little whether 
the brush or the chisel i« used, so long as 
the right effect is produced. But without 
pursuing this train of thought farther, a 
practical question forces itself upon our at
tention, viz., Why should not tbe yearly 
subscribers to our

Never was there such a wide-spread re- ^ fare il v to remove into. as it w»« mo’ved to
rival of religion on this Island, and one that ’ sell the old ho»«e. t. I.- rent. v. d w thin two 
has so many verv pleasing features. There: weeks front llw si"’ 'he n « t>->u-e hid
is no excitement in the meetings. People! to be erected Our minister with his family 
are not frightened into religion by preach- j had to put up nub the ei,sn-e. tr uble and 
ieg tbe thunder* of tbe law. Occasionally, «convenience of two removal* lvf..r,. his fi.„| 
Mr.

I

Smallwood breaks out in this strain, 
but it has not the same effect as when he 
appeals to the people in tones of love and 
duty I believe there was not one penitent 
forward seeking an escape through the ter
rors of hell aod damnation. All the seek

one from th- eitcuil. Vu« being his thin! va'. 
Augustus Full- run, K«q . CaotsolUv ot Cus
toms. kindly li t half of hi* house, which is 
rota large one, rents bring high and no 
houses to be bad. The old house was a.tq 
in September at auction and brought $103,

ere with whom I have conversed told me The frame of the new i-u-e was ra sed ,.n 
that they came forward front motives ot , the 14th October. Ob the 'itch Ihe mh-r 
love lo God and duty to their1 fellow-men. | the same was thoroughly fim»li*-d, doubly 
Surrendering their hearts to God, they have plaster.d, painted, and the key was given, 
looked upon as a safe and •* reasonable sa- and the house le ven d to Mr. Iu'tle, wh.. 
critic." That those brought to Jesus under will his fsmi’y at -mee took -possession, and 
these influence* will make truer and more ; on New hears day enjy. d ih .r dinner 
devoted Christians than those who flee toI therein, and are n.-w very een/oriaUv. 
tbe city of refuge because of the pursuer, | The new building is ÎÏ7 x it* fee'. stor e*

PROVINCIAL WESLEYAN
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have “enped disapproving y • ro|| ibe corpse in a buffalo robe and hang
It may be that . chef benefit of factoring u w llleP|imb of. Iree. „ it ie „ ra,*

11 Canadian tonod haa dyed Canadian «oil,
For British honor that we deemed our own ; 
Which link* u* to the distant sea-girt Isle,
Our fathers loved so well, and taught their eons to 

love ;
A* the dear heme of freemen brave and true,
That honor valued more than cane or gold.”
He was glad also of that opportunity of 

inculcating the principles of national loy
ally—the love of home, of country—which 
had always been a proud ancestral distinc
tion. There was danger from our peculiar 
situation, separated from the British people 
by the wide Atlantic Ocean, having a very 
close geographical and commercial relation 
to the United States, that we might lose 
the pure healthy glow ol kindred and 
nationality. He read to us a stirring patri
otic song, composed and set to music by 
Ex-Governor Wilmot of New Brunswick, 

Our Dominion for ever.” The song is 
loyal to Queen aod Throne, and tbe grand 
old banners and its ringing strain will 
doubtless soon become familiar as house
hold words. It was received by the audi
ence with enthusiastic applause.

In the closing part of the lecture, alluding
Htock Exchange, a few of tbe principal Banks, ,0 of beneficence and kindness, of
and the Sub-Treasury. Their party at the goodness and philanthrophy, of “ tbe purity 
Treasury was small, but their reception was au<l fidelity,” as more golden than gold, 
aourtsous, and every facility was afforded for 'h® chords of sympathy were successfully 
Mqu'rmg mfermauon and of gratifying curio», touched, 
tty. The gold m tbe Treasury-vault <in a If ■ ■ ■ aim ni at 1V— »!_ # ' contain-mg it WU said at tbe time a
millions of dollars, was mosdyfo bet/ol'to.if n” m,R F,R”. Pt,‘* Mr Ç"™"'’ ,erm<>" 
a million eanli A ’ ,3* °* ““If will attract attention. That plaintive, poeti-Lto ™T„. milâti * °f b‘ok-a°'»» =»l. touching - meditation" will also be rJHd by 
oootaming one million dollars was handed to many with sympathy and Christian hopeful- 
ooe of tbe perty for tbe purpose, it waa under- Deee* Ale* ! bow many hearts are thus elrick- 
■lo'xl, of paying car-fare during the meetings ?" ye*r. This heart’s cry will

-of tbe Evangelical Alliance. They could have (v.fTÏfv l" 0,ber desolate homes. May
' lion the F ether comfort tbe jnmatea.

visits of such distinguished men fo ss exam 
piss of great intellectual powers, sod mod
els of finished elocution. As such they have 
commanded great applause. They are men 
of much bodily strength, nod sensitiveness. 
Their Urge mind has been polished and 
eoriched by the highest culture for long 
years. Hence in their chosen sphere they 
shine with no secondary brightness. They 
cannot bnt be heard with delight By the 
yoong who are yet pursuing their studies 
they will be contemplated with laudable 
emulation. It admits however of question 
whether the famous lecturers above named, 
are either more instructive or more safely 
edifying than others who reside in. our 
midst. Some of these are learoed and 
zealous pastors, and others are professors 
in the University of McGill College

Public lecture* for two season* have 
generally been delivered in the Queen’s 
Hall, St. Catherine street. It was a well 
finished comfortable place which seated 
about one thousand. On Friday evening 
last this shared the sad fate of a former St 
Patrick’s hall, in being utterly consumed 
by fire. The loss is said to be about 850, 
000. The hall will be rebuilt during the 
coming summer, and must from its location 
again become the resort of that well-inform
ed, and well-to-do multitude, who liberally 
patronize the first-class caterers to their in
tellectual entertainment.

The state of education in any country is 
doubtless tbe indication of its civilisation, 
and the chief means of advancement. It 
was long since well known that the schools 
of the Catholic majority of this Province 
were by no means equal to those of the 
Protestant minority. A member of the 
House of Assembly has lately complained, 
that after so many years, and so great an 
expenditure of public money, their scholas
tic institutions had not furnished even 
one engineer of master mind to conduct the 
railroad construction now in progress in the 
country. Since then the statistics of edu
cation have been published. These reveal 
a deplorable state of things in respect to 
the practical instruction of the people 
There are in the province of Quebec 244. 
731 persons over twenty years ol age, who 
cannot write, and 191.862 of the same class 
who cannot read. Consequently there are 
but few people in the most flourishing parish
es who take newspapers from the capital. 
Thus the habitants, their houses, farms, 
their furniture and dress, present so back
ward an appearance, when compared with 
their protestant countrymen, whose school- 
instruction has been fair. And this has 
arisen under the auspices of a hierarchy 
whose Church is supported by the land. 
French Canadians are beginning to manliest 
alarm. The day ha» surely passed when 
education should be left exclusively to 
clergymen, or that schools supported by 
the Government should be denominational. 
Sole denominational ism is not far removed 
from hurtful Sec arianism This is equally 
impolitic for the state, and antagonistic to 
the welfare of the church of Christ, whose 
great aim, in his laws, and purchase, and 
promise for his people upon earth is, that 
they all may be one in Him.

A few enlightened French Canadian* have 
for many years past withdrawn from the 
Church of Rome, ind united with Protestant 
bodies. Hence it becomes necessary to c*. 
tsbliih school* for tbeir children. The ear 
liest of these was tbs Teller Institute at Lon- 
gueil, at which there are more than one hun
dred pupils in attendance. Among these 
there has been a blessed work of grtee for 
months past. Twenty three of their number 
have lately made so creditable s profession of 
their faith” in Jesus Christ that they have re
cently been admitted by publie baptism into 
the Church. The service look place in Rus
sel ball. It was conducted almost entirely in 
the French language, and was more thin 
ususlly solemn, and deeply interesting. Many 
others of the pupils were present. These hav
ing been trained in the exeroiae of sacred 
songs, rendered the singing exceedingly beau
tiful. Other pen >ns of tbe same class are 
seeking admission to church fellowship. Those 
whose baptism bas been mentioned are all 
young French Canadians, who, or tboir 
parents, formerly belonged to the Church of 
Rome. May these precious first fruits be 
soon followed by an abundant harvest

In a former letter allusion was made to the 
Temperance Revival in Montreal. It has 
lately produced an unexpected event in a ser
mon on Temperance jo tbe Protestant Cathe
dral. by tbe Rev Canon Baldwin. This 
gentleman is one of tbe gifted sod effective 
publie speakers of the city. He was called 
to New York to lecture a few weeks since. 
There be made so favourable an impression 
that a Church offered him an almost incredi
ble advance on hie present income if be would 
become tbeir minister. He has made no sign 
of concurrence. On his return home be an
nounced bia purpose to preach a aeries of ter 
moos on “ Montreal and its Christianity." 
The second of these was delivered on Ssbbatn 
evening last. He denounced the sin of licen
sing the sale of liquors—declared that a man

up I
who haa died they leave the warrior lying 
in his tent. If it is a chief who has died 
they bring bis favourite horse to the door 
and there shoot him believing that his mas 
ter will have the horse for his use in the 
spirit “ laud ”

Among the yet heathen tribes th* aged 
are regarded as e burden, and are often left 
by their own children to perish. Mr. Mc
Dougall was once travelling with a band of 
heathens, aod when they stopped at noon 
he noticed that an old woman with whom 
he had long been acquainted was missing, 
Ou enquiring be found that her children 
had left her at the morning encampment, 
where she must have miserably perished 
hot for the help of Christian friends. *• Tbe 
dark places of the earth are full of the habi
tations of cruelty.”

In the region from which Mr. McDougall 
writes small pox carried off multitudes of 
Indians about three years ago. Gradually 
they seem destined still to decline in num 
bers, and the territory over which they and 
tbeir fathers have roamed from time imme
morial will be occupied by white men. 
These will be our compatriots. They will 
be enlightened and elevated by a pure Chris
tianity, and the country will be the home 
of a population greater far than Indian 
arithmetic eould enumerate. To this con
clusion every one will be led who will weigh 
Mr. McDougall’s testimony, and he lias 
travelled through it with a discerning eye 
lor many years. He says,”

“ Now the grand fact which I wish to 
convey to your mind is, that through all 
the extent of the country from the Peace to 
tbe St. Mary rivers, there is scarcely an 
acre of land of which a garden could not 
be made. South of the Red Deer river is 
a country larger than Quebec and Ontario, 
where snow is seldom seen, except on the 
mountain peaks ; and where the farmers’ 
cattle can feed themselves the year round 
requiring neither shelter nor fodder.”

Such is the country, and such its capa
bilities, into which the Methodist Church is 
sending her pioneer evangelists. Let the 
first noble men of this class be followed by 
others of like spirit, “ aod the wilderness 
and the solitary place shall be glad for 
them.” As conversions increase among 
the children of the torest, and these be at
tended by tbe Christian character of the 
ever increasing while settlers, “ the desert 
aha I rejoice and blossom as the rose, 
the regions where the messenger of Christ 
has been almost ready to succumb to the 
deep depression caused by almost unbroken 
silence, shall be heard from a myriad Chris
tian households “ the voice of rejoicing and 
salvation.” In the mystery of Providence, 
and by the riches of grace, it is onr honor 
to be co-workers together with God to this 
grand consummation. May not one of all 
His people ever become weary in well 
doing

The writer craves permission to add the 
assurance of his thankfulness, and gladness 
because of “ the times of refreshing ” which 
have recently come to so many of our cir
cuits, especially to Charlottetown ; and 
his fraternal interest in the personal and 
domestic affliction of several of our minis 
ters, since the Conference of last year.

Yours truly,
March 26. E. B.
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What shall it be? is another question 
which should have a suitable reply. The 
answer is not far away Conference is ra
pidly approaching. Perhaps we could 
make arrangements for no premium that 
would be more acceptable to the numerous 
subscribers to our paper than a well execu
ted and beautiful picture of our

BISHOPS.

Might not this matter be attended to at 
the approaching Conference ? By the close 
of the year, or just in time for the Fall 
campaign canvass, the picture could be 
ready ; aod the agents would be able to of
fer this magnificent gift to every old, aye, 
and every new subscriber for 1875.

No doubt this is a feasible work and 
worth trying And if you yourself, dear 
Editor, can fully indorse it, you may be ai 
lowed to carry it out to a successful con 
summation. Some may say—a Conference 
group would do. To tbit we would object 
for the simple reason that there are several 
who are not good enough looking to ap- 
pear so conspicuously before the world 
Yon will perceive by this remark that the 
writer does not expect to be among the 
honored number who shall receive such dis
tinguished favor.

With this beautiful picture of our Biah 
ops in our hands to offer as a premium to 
every subscriber for 1875, I du think we 
would swell the list by one thousand ad 
diliooal names. May I ask for it a fair 
trial. Allow another suggestion. There 
are many families scattered over nearly all 
our Circuits who want a cheap paper : and 
whether they are able or not, they will not 
subscribe tor our paper at its present low 
figure.

Could we not have a cheaper issue of 
the Wesleyan ; Could we not bave a month 
ly pictorial issue of it, or a weekly issue 
reduced in size?” It might coat oue dollar 
per annum. If we couUJ have such 
paper we would find a large number ol 
families to take it. And how much bet 
1er these would be supplied than at present 
Some ot them have no newspapers at all 
and others would be nearly as well without 
and in some instances better, when we con 
aider the cheap, trashy papers that they 
take

Trusting these thoughts may not lie in 
vain, Yours,

March 20th. R. W.

is reasonable, at least to my mind.
There is another pleasing feature about this 

revival : All classes—from the r fined to th« 
incultured—have been tbe suljrets of its pow 
er. Kneeling at the same bench, in deep 
and anxious repentance, eoold be seen the 
servant and his mas'e-, the lady and her at
tendant, the policeman and the transgressor, 
the moral and the profane, the teetota'er and 
tbe drunkard. 1 have seen yoong men of 
little experience and lees education tointirgthe 
aged and tbe learned to the “ Lamb of God 
that taketh away tbe sin of tbe world." No 
class has escaped its influence. It has been 
an awakening of love and duty rather than a 
wave of terror and excitement. Tbe moral 
effect of the work is wide spread and deep. 
A dancing assembly, organised for » winter a 
campaign, had to succumb, aa its members 
were drawn off one by one, until the room 
waa almost deserted. Business in our Po ice 
Court bss dwindled down in a mere trifle. 
The woek before last, there was bnt one case 
and that of a deaf mute—before the Mayor. 
Tbe corresponding week of last year, there 
were forty-two cases ! Bar rooms are almost 
deserted, and many think that if the Temper
ance Movement now in prq*e»s among the 
Catholics hero, still continues, a .short time 
will witness a caving in off half the taverns in 
our city. God grant it as they are the curse 
of society in P. E. Island

Meetings are now held nightly in the Kirk, 
the Presbyterian and the English Churches, 
and sinners are being awakened and convert
ed in each. The Kirk services are especially 
blessed. The interest in tbe city ia nearly as 
intense as ever. Tbe meetings io the Y M. 
C. Association building on Sunday evenings 
are largely attended. Prayer-meetinga are 
held every day at ten o’clock and at 4 p. m 
and applications sre continually being read 
for prayer on behalf of seeking sinners 
Great good ia expected to come from this re
ligion* awakening, and I have not the least 
doubt bnt the expectations will be realized.

I am air, y onr# as ever,
ISLANDtR.

Charlottetown, March Urd 1874

ITGLY LITERATURE.

PREMIUMS.

Oor Provincial Wesleyan has had an 
existence now of something over a quarter 
of a century, and at no period io its history 
has it been a paper more for the people 
than it is tonlay. Its general news columns, 
its racy, forceful, and lucid editorials, to
gether with its judicious and varied selec
tions. and its host of excellent contributors 
compel the attention of the resdiug masses ; 
but the work of our Llmrchly organ has 
but begun. It is really no more than just 
entering upon its vast mission of moral and 
religious usefulness.

One very pleasing and encouraging fact 
is appirent, viz., that our people thorough 
out our Conference bounds never had 
stronger or more practical faith io this de
partment of tbe Church's work than they 
have at this present time. This is clearly 
seen in the fact that the list of paying sub
scribers is larger now than ever it was 
before ; and certainly tbe number of intelli
gent aod appreciative readers of our paper 
is on the increase. It ia also a pleasing 
fact, and speaks well for the loyalty ot the 
readers of the Wesleyan that, as we go 
from place to place, we find a goodly num
ber ef persons who bave been receiving and 
paying for the paper ever since its first 
issue, without one broken link. These have 
stood by our denominational organ thro’ 
thick aod thin ; in days when political 
partisanship* alienated some, and doctrinal 
controversies caused others to wilbold 
their monetary support. Shall we not make 
honorable mentioa of these workers ? Shall 
these have no niche in the memorial Halls 
which the Church will build op for its true

[Well, what can we say on the subject of 
premiums? We have taken strong ground 
against Newspaper Premiums from the 
first. As a menus of grace, a religious 
newspaper ought to be worth its subscrip
tion, and should deserve every necessary 
recommendation by its intrinsic merits 
Who would think of enticing people to take 
pews in Church by the gift of a picture ? 
If the paper lie not worth its subscription, let 
tbe subscription be reduced, or bring up tbe 
paper. A thousand dollars can be spent 
on a paper to better advantage, we thiuk, 
than op vheap chromos.

But our correspondent's suggestion con
tains a new and beautiful idea. By all 
means let tbe first General Conference be 
brought out in the full perfect ion of the 
pictorial art ; and if with this cau be asso
ciated a practical advantage in auy way to 
the connexion, we shall be glad. As to the 
probabilities of our correspondent being in 
the Confèrential group, that is better under
stood, perhaps, by others who take a less 
modest view of bis capabilities and ohunces 
—providing always that he shall bh avail
able.—Editor.] f

LETTER FROM CHARLOTTETOWN.
To the Editor of the Wesleyan :

Mr Dear Sir,—Will you grant me 
space in your valuable paper to sty a few 
words on the greatest work ever witnessed 
on this Island, or perhaps in these Lower 
Provinces, the Revival now in progress in 
Charlottetown. It is now over two months 
since Mr. Currie began the services, which 
have been so signally blessed. From the 
very first, a deep interest was manifested 
in the meetings. The able and telling ad 
dresses of the Rev. D. D. Currie, and the 
chaste and eloquent appeals of the Rev. F. 
Smallwood naturally attracted large num- 
tiers to the spacious Lecture-room of the 
Wesleyan Church, and like skilful generals, 
these watchmen upon the towers of Israel 
knew when to take advantage of the enemy. 
They manfully girded an their arm ir, mar
shalled their forces for the conflict, and 
went fotth to do battle for tbe great Cap
tain of tbeir salvation. Soon their well- 
directed effort* began to tell, and the wound
ed aud sin-sick sinners began to fall down 
in penitence before God. Proclamations 
of pardon went forth, and hundreds forsook 
the army of Satan, raised the standard of 
the cross, and are now valiant in attacking 
the strongholds of error aud darkness.

In a short time the room was found too 
small to accommodate the crowds that

Mr. Editor,—The Messenger is upon my 
table,—that number I mean which eenlains « 
letter from “ Dykemie," and strictures upon 
Dykeman's discoveries. This dweller by tbe 
sea—seperiled from his Jordsn only by a 
dyke—is not content with cherishing his own 
convictions. What Baptist is pray f Just 
now we are in the midst of an agitation in 
many of cur Churches from this very spirit of 
interference. A most blessed revival bas been 
experienced, say ; the good minister has gone 
homo joyous in the fruits of bird labour in 
some destitute settlement. Bnt he bas scarcely 
sung bis first doxology when lo Î a messenger 
speeds to him with the rasping intelligence— 
" Tbe Philistines”—no “ tbe Baptists are up
on thee ! Three have been dipped, two others 
are upon the point of yielding, and,—in short 
your chickens, to use tbe phrase of one simi
larly afflicted, are all turning into ducks !" 
In five or six Churches I eoold count, the 
minister dare not leave the place /or a week. 
till be is sure the yoong eonverts ire all forti
fied against the Baptistio invasion. How do 
you account for this 1

The philosophy of this singular pheno
menon in Christian communities—this des
perate anxiety on the part of one class of 
believers to rescue other classes, who are 
quite as good Christians as themselves, from 
a condition which not even Baptists will ad
mit is unsafe in view of eternity—the ex
planation of this anomalous conduct, I say, 
would also be sufficient to account for the 
Messenger’s action. No one ever knew that 
paper to originate an idea, to attract public 
attention to any appreciable extent ; but 
when anything is said or written, having 
the remotest relation to Baptism, its feathers 
are up at once 1 Mr. Lathern is blamed 
for his “ sacred, sacramentum," (perhaps 
you will ask him to explain, Mr. Editor, for 
I do not quite perceive his meaning, though 
I can understand his spirit and intention) 
but really, though he were an ultra-ritualist, 
he could not attach half as much importance 
to the one sacrament of the Supper as the 
Messenger does to the other of Baptism 

We contend for principle,” this is the 
common apology for intruding upon the 
peace of Christendom or opposing any lib 
eral measure for bringing C'hristains more 
closely together. “ From the first, we 
Baptists have contended for this faith, and 
silence now would Ire treason.” Really, 
though, this is assuming too much. Either 
our Baptist friends should be consistent, and 
acknowledge that they regard us all as 
heterodox, perverse unbelievers, aud so cast 
us off altogether, or allow us to think for 
ourselves, and meet us in tbe true spirit of 
fellowship.

But all this will cure itself, by and bye, 
Mr. Editor. Already, close communion is 
breaking up. Strong bands are being form
ed among Baptists on both aides "of the 
ocean, to bind the members of that church 
to their brethren in other denominations. 
Aod their protest,—strong and determined 
—is against tbe exclusiveness of commu
nion. We shall yet see the day when at 
all great religious gatherings the large ma
jority shall no longer be hindered from 
obeying their Lord's invitation and com
mand to “ eat this bread ” and “ drink this 
cup,” for fear of incurring the indignation 
of a few, who/in the depths of their own

high, w th a kitchen in tbe rear lli x 20 feet. 
The main bolv of the house has four rooms 
on the lower fiat ; and four rooms on the »x> 
ond fiat, with a large hall below and above a 
spacious attic, a frost proof cellar, a large 
ro>m over the kitchen ; there is also a good 
well of water ind a barn on the premises The 
lot is one of the mo*t pleasant and healthy in 
Annapolis Royal : the lot of ground measures 
on St. George's Str--et 1 44 feet, and on the 
street leading to Dtghy and Yarmouth 125 
feet, it laces on one * do our . beautiful court 
house, and in front across forge's Sheet
are the Presbyterian Church and the Annap
olis Academy, on the south side of the lot is 
the Wesleyan l hutch which was renovated ami 
removed thereon through the exert -un* of our 
late worthy pastor Rev. Joseph ll*rt. The 
Church and parsonage are a credit to the 
Wesleyana of this place.

The Rev. Mr. Tuttle, the Building Com
mittee, and the Contractor, John Lockwood, 
(not forgetting the ladies who have well 
performed their share.) well deserve the 
thanks of the Wesleyan» here for their in
defatigable exertions in gettiug up such an 
edifice within the short space of ten weeks, 
leaving a debt on the whole mission proper
ty here of only about $700.

Tbe necessity ol this enterprise became 
apparent to all, from the fact that owing 
to the revival of shipbuilding aud commerce, 
and tfie influx of population arising there- 
from, a Parsonage could not be rented but 
at a great cost.

Simultaneously with the occupancy of the 
New Parsonage by onr Minister aud his 
family, the “ Envelope system " haa been 
introduced iulo our churches by unanimous 
vote ol tbe Trustee* and Pew holders, and 
thus far has exceeded our most sanguine 
expectations. At Anuapoli* Royal all the 
pews are taken up, our congregation» are 
steadily increasing, and there are signs of 
progress ; special services have been held 
in our church for some weeks past, but I 
must leave the Pastor lo report the results, 
suffire it to say he seems encouraged in hi* 
work.

By request of the Quarterly Meeting,
March 31, 1874. Peter I Ion nett.

(For the Provincial Wesleyan.)
Dear Mr. Editor—Those of your read

ers who had the pleasure of acting and 
listening to the Rev. Antonio Arrighi dur
ing his visit to these Provinces a year or 
two since, will doubtless be glad lo hear of 
bis welfare.

The following is an extract from an arti
cle on Italian Missions in the Stw York 
Methodist :

“ Evangelistic operations were inaugurat
ed in Florence by our Missionary, Rev. Mr. 
Arrighi, at the commencement of the year. 
He has opened a Chapel near Jlarriera dells 
Cure in that large and cultivated city, aod 
is holding regular service* with good atten
dance. He is a native ol Tuscany ; and as 
some of our readers kuow, was educated at 
the Ohio Wesleyan University, at Delaware, 
aod at the Boston Theological Seminary, 
with the special object of engaging in 
Italian Evangelism, aud, in fact, spending 
bia life in ibis glorious work, llis friends, 
of whom lie has many scattered throughout 
our country, will Ire glad to learn that the 
dreams of his youth and the divinely in
spired hope of his mature manhood have at 
length been realized in actual missionary 
labors in the 1 Athens}*!' Italy.’” • * *

Cirruit Mntrtligrnrrgrnrr/

thronged thither. From twenty-five to,, ,, , ,
forty persons nightly rushed forward to the *'®Hrt9 would long hesitate to regard them 
penitent benches, and the place became so
uncomfortably packed, that Mr. Currie was 
under the necessity of asking ministers of 
other denominations in the city to begin 
special services in tbeir churches. They 
readily complied with hi* request, aud soon 
the work began io nearly every Protestant 
congregation. The number who profess lo

selves as so 
hors.

uch better than their neigh- 
Another Dvkeman.

ANNAPOLIS ROYAL.

The great gale on the 25th Angtut last, 
which caused so great lose of life, shipping 
and property, will long be remembered ; the

have “ washed their robes in the blood of | Wesleyan parsonage here, which baa braved 
the Lamb ” in connection with tbe Wesley- ; the storms for nearly a century, succumbed 
an Church alone number» nearly 800 ! Of j1,1 it, the rooms were fl reded, and our worthy 
this number, probably one-fourth were I’astor, together with bis amiable lady and six 
Presbyterians. Some ol these have con- children, suffered therefrom. A few Wesley- 
oecled themselves with us, while other» an* met at the parsonage, viewed the ooodi- 
have gone back to their old places of wor- t'0D it was in, concluded it was not safe and 
ship. Mr. Currie is a very liberal man in j would endanger tbe health of the family, es- 
these matters—perhaps a little too much so pecially as a severe winter was approaching, 
to please very ardent sect*rials. “ Come,” ! A subscription was there entered into and 
said Mr. Currie, night after night, “ and about §400 were secured, tbe ladies (si- 
get the blessing here while it may he had, **J* foremost in every good _work) decid 
sod then

yon
other denominations have gone back to Mr. Tuttle went to Ifalifig and 8t. John an^l 
them, whilst others have remained where. raM*d in sobecriptioos §200. A place was 
they found the blessing. | to be provided at once for tbe minister and his

A Saiiiiatii Day at Cànnino.—The 
readers of the Wesleyan, have had one or 
two short notices of the very gracious work 
at present experienced in Canning, and 1 
have thought that a few words giving the 
experience of a Sabbath day spent io that 
pleasant village might Ire acceptable. Ele
ven o'clock on the morning of the 22nd 
found the writer inside the pleasant church 
where th* Melhedi»!» worship God. The 
pulpit was occupied by the young minister 
from the Kenlville circuit, who preached 
from part of James 4. 1 I. At the close of 

ithe sermon eight adult persons received the 
rite ol baptism, while prayer was also of
fered that the Divine Spirit might descend 
upon (heir hearts, and cleanse, and keep 
them clean ; the right hand of fellowship 
was then given to about twenty persons 
who came forward to be thus publicly re
ceived info the church ; and tbs morning 
service was brought to a close by the ad
ministration of the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Suppei to some 125 communicants. As 
we gathered round the Table it was a time 
of holy joy, for the Master was present, and 
his people’s hearts were open to receive him.

In tfe afternoon » goodly number »,s ,ro- 
•rmbled to recount God’» love »» mande ti
ed to their hesrts, and it was delightful to 
hear one after another rise and speak of joy 

ax per ie need from the knowledge of »in* for
given, and the blessing of acceptance with 
God being enjoyed ; the number who thus 
spoke was over sixty. In the evening a 
Fraise Meeting wa« held, and here the cup 
filled in the earlier services ran over. God 
was eminently near, l’raise was not only 
comely in 'he offering, but resulted in *n in
crease of lively j ,y. The number who 
spoke must have averaged nearly 100; and 
then «orne twenty tame forward to the 
mourners bench to seek forgivneis.

In looking at the meetings one cannot 
help being struck by the uniform testimony 
given. There were no long exhortation» 
offered by oue, no lengthy advice urged by 
another ; hut the experience, ol a personal 
interest m the blood of Christ, producing in 
the hear! peace and joy. There was the 
“ good old Methodist ring” throughout, aud 
lire testimony has been forced from even 
unbelievers that “ the thing is of God.” 
The seed that others have faithfully sown,
I hat appeared to have died out, has only 
been hidden under the dark soil ; suddenly 
it has sprung tip, and the anxious care of 
God's toilers has been rewarded by a glori
ous harv-st. Surely the divine record is 
unfailing—“ For as the rain corneth down, 
and the snow from heaven, aud returneth 
not thither but wutereth tbe earth, aud mak- 
elh it bring forth aud bud, that it may give 
seed to the sower, and bread to the eater : 
so shell my word be that goetli forth out of 
my mouth : it shall not return unto me 
void, but it shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it.”

The number already added to the church 
is about 150. M. to. N.


